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CHAPTER XIX. 

Ver. 1. Better is the poor that walketh in his ijiiegriiy, 
than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool. 

Oo d^raved are the understandings of roen^ that the 
Tich are generally honoured for their wealthy although 
their conversation shews them to be destitute of any 
valuable quality ; whilst the poor are despised, though 
they are adorned with the l:^auties of religion. To 
^ve an outward respect to the rich^ according to the 
iimocent fashions of the place where we live, is not a 
ain ; for if providence make a distinction^ we may do 
it likewise^ between the rich and the poor ; but it is a 
sign of great corruption in our minds^ to value the rich 
as if they were worthier men^ and more deserving of 
our esteem and affection than the poor^ when grace 
hath made a plain difference in favour of the poor^ of a 
kind infinitely more impc^tant than the outward gifts 
of providence ever made. The bad effects of this un- 
just preference are severely censured by James, in the 
first half of the second chapter of his epistle. 

We ought undoubtedly to follow God, in the judg^ 

Vol. II. A 
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2 EXPOSITION OP THE [[CHAP. XIX. 

ment which he gives of things and persons^ as far as 
that judgment is revealed ; and we find that he sets no 
value upon riches. He bestows them oftentimes oa 
those whom he abhors, and denies them to his favour* 
it^s. But the upright^ however poor^ are his delight 
He glories in Job as a perfect and upright man, and 
he still bestows higher commendations on him, af« 
ter he was stripped of all his substance^ becausie he had 
given additimial proof of his stedfast integrity *. 

When Christ was on earthy he was a poor man that 
walked in his integrity^ and surely the lovers of Christ 
will never value a man the less, because he is as Chriet 
also was in the world. In short, the upright man, how- 
ever poor and i^ean, is not only a man of better dispo- 
sitions and behaviour than the rich sinner, but he is 
also incomparably happier and ridi^, and sha}! be rich 
as long as God himself is rich. 

Be satisfied and thankful, ye that are taught by the 
Spirit of God, to walk in your integrity. You are rjch 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom ; and in l^is world 
you have and shall have every thing tiiat infinite wis- 
dom and love sees fit for you t. 

H«e the poor may see a certain method of being 
rich, or of obtaining what is far better than riches. 
Labour not to be rich in gold and silver, but seek after 
that which Christ calls the true riches, and which he 
will dispense unto those that seek tiiem in his appoint- 
ed way J. 

Let not the rich man glory in his wealth : if he is 
perverse in his lips, he Is poor and miserable, and blind, 
and naked ; and the esteem of men will not counter- 
balance the abhmrrence of God ||. Go to Christ under 
deep impressions of your poverty, and buy of him 
gold tried in the fire, and you shall be truly rich. 

* Job t it f 1 Cor* iH< th 22. 

t John VL 27. Matt vi. 33* | PsaL z. 4b 
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Ver. 2. Alto that the soul be wilhoul kHOwtedge, it U 
not good; and he that hasteth with his feet, sinneth. 

The want of that knowledge which we need for our 
direction Uurough life, is very pernicious ; for we are 
in a dangerous world, full of pits and snares ; and the 
man that has not eyes in his head, must fall, sowier or 
later, into destruction. When the blind are led by the 
blind, they cannot well avoid fidiing into the ditch. 
But blind sinners are led by a quick-sighted and crafty 
devil, who will certainly laUd them in perdition *. 

Although we have knowledge in our heads, it will 
not profit us, unless we have it also in our hearts. 
Knowledge, when it is not loved and reduced into prac- 
tice, will serve only to bear testimony for God against 
the abuser of light, and to heighten his condemnation. 
A man of much knowledge, and a bad practice, carries 
about him, like Uriah, that which will prove his own 
deaths 

To want knowledge, is not good: to have know« 
ledge, andn^t to use it as the directory of our life, can- 
not be one jot better ; and he that hasteth with lus feet^ 
and takes no heed to his way, sinneth. 

It is ne sin, but a duty, to run in the way of God-s 
oemmandments ; and it was an evidence of David's 
wisdoso, that he made haste, and delayed not to run out 
0^ the paths of sin, when he considered whither they 
w»uld lead him ; but to run on, without consideration, 
wJ^thcrsoever our fancy or our passions lead us, expo« 
.ses us to much ^n and dang^ ; and therefore we are 
commanded touwalk circumspectly, keeping our eye 
upon the ground we tread, that it may not be slippery* 
aQd<d>8ervk)g the rule of duty, that we may not tran^« 
gress it Even in those businesses that are lawful, ^e 
will be drawn into sin, without circiomspection ; fox the 
devil has snares spread for us everywhere in this evil 

• fiph. ii. 3. 
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worlds and he that makes haste to be rich^ shall not be 
innocent. 

Although we ought to run in the ways of the Lord^ 
and not faint^ yet rashness in our religious course will be 
attended with much sin. We must carry the lamp of 
truth with us> otherwise^ by running in the dark^ we 
will certainly stumble •. 

As rashness and inconsideration are sinful> so they 
are the causes of a great deal of the sin that is in the 
world. Men would not choose, or at least they would 
not so resolutely ke^ the ways of iniquity^ were it not 
that they want knowledge and thought, as Isaiah clear- 
ly shews in the case of idolaters t. 

Ver. S, The foolishness of man perverteth his way^ and 
his heart fretUlh against the Lord. 

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempt- 
ed by God : God tempts no man, but every man is 
tempted when he is seduced into evil by the blindness 
of his own mind, and the perverseness of his own heart. 
The world and the devil may indeed persuade us to 
sin, but none of them can force us. When a man sins, 
he does more mischief to himself than all the legions of 
hell can do to him ; and therefore, whenever our way 
is parverted, we must chiefly blame ourselves. It would 
be blasphemy to charge the most holy God with our 
sins, and it is folly to transfer the fault unto our sedu- 
cers ; for if our enemy should persuade us to stab our* 
selves to the heart, it is oiu: own madness to cmnply. 

When our way is perverted, yve soon feel the miser- 
able consequences of our folly; for wretchedness, in 
one form or other, follows sin, as the shadow follows 
the body : but we are so loath to blame ourselves for the 
consequences of our own folly, that our hearts will nu 
ther fret against the Lord, as if he were the cause of 
our ruin. Adam laid the blame of his &11 upon the 
woman, whom God gave to be with him, indirectly 

• Chap. if. 12. t !»»• ^"f* 1^1 *^« 
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CHAP. XIX.^ BOOK 07 PliOVBRBS. i 

transferring his own folly to his Maker; and it is na« 
tural and common for men to follow the example of 
their common parent. This corrupt disposition is not 
entirely rooted out of the saints themselves. It was 
David's fault that he did not cause the ark to be car- 
ried in the proper manner from the house of Obed- 
edom ; and yet when God made a breach ypon the peo« 
pie on that account^ David, was displeased. 

M^i are oftener guilty of this sin than they imagine. 
Our hearts fret against the Lord, by firetting at the mi- 
nisters and instruments of his providence ; and there- 
fore, when ^e people murmured against Moses in the 
wilderness, he tells them that their murmuring was not 
against him and his brotl^er Aaron, but against the 
Lord. David would not fret against Shimei, because 
he looked upon him as an instrument employed by God 
for his ccmrection. 

Instead of fretting, it is our duty to accept of the 
punishment of our iniquity, and to bless God that mat- 
ters are not so bad with us as Yfe deserve ; for where- 
fore should a living man complain, when the damned 
have no just reascm to do it ? If our troubles come up- 
on us without any particular reascm from our own don- 
duct, yet reflections upon God would be very unjust. 
Job's troubles were extremely grievous, and they Ctoie 
upon him without cause in himself, as God testifies. 
Job iL yet he was made humbly to acknowledge his 
great folly in reflecting upon God for his distresses, be- 
£ore his captivity was turned back. 
• Ver. 4. tVeaUh maketh many friends, hut the poor is 
separated from his neighbour. 

God commands us to love our neighbours as our* 
selves, whether rich or poor, and to shew a pecuh'ar 
tenderness to the poor on account of their destitute cir- 
cumstances; but such is the depraved disposition of 
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men^ that the Hch have many friends^ but the poor man 
ii not known by him that lives at the next door. 

The rich have many temptations to high>mindednes9^ 
and tiiis is one of them: that they meet with a great 
deal of respect^ and every person professes friendship 
to them^ and tfiey naturally think that they are pos^ 
ledfl^ of many good qualities^ whidi draw to them the 
esteem of mankind; but they ought to consider, that 
mcmey answers all things, and is one c^the chief attract 
tives of esteem in the world. . Let them throw away 
their money, and those that once made their court to 
them will leave them^ as quidcly as the eagles leave a 
field of battle when the carcases are all devoured. Job 
was the most respeeted man in the east, when he was 
the richest ; but when he was spoiled of his weahh| 
he that had been as the tabret of the people, became 
their byeword. Jerusalem, in her prosperity, was the 
princess among the provinces, but in the day of her 
calamity all her fiends dealt treacherously with her, 
«nd became her enemies. A very ordinary virtue in an 
ordinary man, is a shining virtue in a man of fortune ; 
bat if he should become poor, all the lustre of his great 
qufdi^es is entirely gone. 

When the poor man is separated from his neighbour, 
let him remember and imitate die apostle of ibe Gen^ 
tiles, who was crften reduced to poverty and hunger. 
Paul laid very Htde stress on good report or bad report, 
for he knew that none of these things, nor any thing 
else, could separate him from the love of Christ *. 

Ver. 5. A false mlness shall not he wipunUhed, and 
he that speakeik Uet shall not escape. 

A false witness does one of the greatest injuries to 
his neighbour, and 'one of the greatest possible disho- 
nours to God. He breaks at once the two great com- 
mandments, of loving God, and loving his brother, and 

* See chap. xiv. 20. 
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CHAP. XIXJ BOOK OP PROTXRBS. 7 

tilterefore desenres severe pimidiment *. Bat if he 
escape punishment from the magistnite^ he shall be 
punished by God with the loss of credit^ and odier mi* 
series^ in this life^ or at leasts with an eternal punish- 
m«it hereafter; for those that bear fUise witness against 
their neighbours are an abomination to the Lord^ and 
how is it possible for them to escape t? 

Lidrs are here classed with them that bear £ilse wfo% 
ness> for they are so muchnilike^ that the nindi com- 
mandment^ whidi directly forbids the bearing of fUse 
witness^ does also, by good interpretation, forbid what- 
soever is prejudicial to truth ; and those that can allow 
idiemselves to tell lies in common conversation, will, in 
all probability, bear ftlse witness, and ccmfirm it by an 
Appeal to heaven, when they have a sufficient tempta« 
don. Some liars may expect to be safe, because Uieir 
lies are not cia mischievous kind, but when they do 
evil that good may come, ihey expose themselves to 
just condemnation. All liars, says our great judges 
shall have their part in the infernal lake :(. 

Ver. 6. Many will enlreat the favour rf the prince, 
md every man it a friend to him that giveth gifts. 

It is, no doubt, a ri^t thing to honour princes, and to 
leek their favour when we need it, if Ood' is not neg- 
lected^ firom whom every man's judgment comes. The 
Xiord is the kmg of kings, and it is a plain evidence that 
we forget Ood, when we are less anxious about his fiu> 
▼our, than men are about the favour of our fellow 
worms. 

Princes need not pride themselves in the homage 
that is paid to them, for their favour is sought by men> 
not so much out c^ regard to theiir persons, as fhim a \ 
regard to their power. Kindness and liberality have 
a greater influence for gaining the hearts of men, than 
d%nity of station. There are many that seek the ruler't 

* Deut so. 1^—91. t Chap. ri. la t R«t- ^^^ ^' 
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favour, but every roan loveei him that is generous. Wh^ 
power and generosity meet in the same perscm^ he be- 
comes an object of universal esteem^ like Marcus Anto- 
ninus, who was lamented by every man when he -^as 

! dead^ as if tho glory of the Boman empire had died 

; with him. 

How inexcusable are we^ if we do not love God with 
all our hetuts. His gifts to us are past number^ and 
all the gifts of men to us are the firuits of his bounty, 
conveyed by the ministry of those whose hearts are dis» 
posed by his providence to kindness. '* I have seen 
thy face," said Jacob to £s.iu, " as the face of God.*' 
His brother's favour he knew to be a fruit of themerqr 
of him with whom he spake and prevailed at Bethel. 

,In our love to the rich and liberal, we exceed the 
bounds of duty, if we reserve not a proper share of out 
^regard for the poor, who cannot give us any thing, but 
have a title to receive from us. But the greatest part 
of men are of a different mind from Christ Jesus, and 
think it more blessed to receive than to give. 
. Ver. 7. All the brethren of the poor do hale him^ how 
much more do his friends go far from him f he pur* 
sueth them with ipords, yet they are wanting to him. 

The brethren of the poor hate him : This is very 
hard : He might have expected that though all mot 
liad fcHTsaken him, yet his brethren would have shewed 
xxmipassion in the time of distress. A brother is bom 
for adversity, and he ought chiefly at sudi a season to 
shew that he is a brother, and if he does not, he great« 
ly aggravates the distress of such a near friend by his 
unkindness *, and gives a fair pretence to those that 
are not connected with the poor by such endearing tiesi, 
to forsake them. We make ourselves guilty of other 
men's sins, when wi» tetnpt them to sin by our exam« 
pie, especially when our obligations to the opposite 
duty are much stronger. 



• Job vi. 15. 
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Tkis sin is y&ty general, and almost universal among 
men^althooghnature, as well as scripture^ testifies against 
it The best of men have often complained in the time 
of their afflictions, that they were forsaken and abhorred 
by those whom they most loved, and those from whom 
they had reason to expect the greatest kindness *. 

But how do they discover their hatred ? by behaving 
like aliens, and turning a deaf ear to their entreaties. 
This is a sufficient evidence of hatred in the wise man's 
view, and therefore we may justly conclude, that there 
is more of this abominable sin in the world than those 
that are chargeable with it will be willing to acknow- 
ledge. The want of love is hatred, though in a lesser 
degree than malice or spite, and therefore the apostle 
John distinguishes the righteous from the wicked, by 
this mark of loving or hating their brethren t. By 
extending this observation into its native consequen- 
ces, we might convict all wicked men of enmity against 
God himself I, for they do not love him, but despise 
his laws, and have a reigning aversion to every mean of 
fellowship with him. 

When poor men are real Christians, it is a double ini- 
quity to despise them for their jwverty, for they have 
a double claim to our regard, and their Redeemer is a 
severe avenger of their wrongs {|. 

To disregard the importunity of the poor when we 

are able to help them, is a sign of a very hard heart, and 

1 provokes God to disregard the prayers of sudi unmer- 

^ ciful creatures, in the day of their own distress, and to 

I punish them without mercy §. 

When the poor Are overlooked, let them remember 
his text to thek comfort, s When God testifies against 
this conduct of their Meads, it is a dear evidence that 
his ways are not as men's ways, nor hia thoughts a» 

* Job xii. Ps. xxxi. &lxxxviii. fl Jolm ii. 10. &c $ Horn. Tiii. *&► 
I Job xix. 29, 29i g Jamci ii. 13. Ezckiel xvi 50* 
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their thou^its. When Job's friends soorned hhn^ his 
eyes poured out teafrs unto Ood. Christ was left in his 
distress by all his disd^dea, but he was not alone, for 
the Fadier was widi him. Bat it is an oieoiirageinent 
toourfaith, thatlie hadj inthe days of his iSe^/sokrge 
experience of tihe Borrows of poverty, for in that he him- 
aelf hath suffered^ being tempted, he is able also to suc- 
cour ihem that are tempted**. 

Ver. 8. He ihat gemtk nfiadam hveth his own soul.- 
he thai keepdh underHanding shall find good. 

Spiritual wisdom is not natural to men, and the best 
sdiolars, and greatest philosophers, live and die focds, 
unless they get into their possession that wisdom whidi 
comedi from above, and is taught in the holy Scrip- 
tures. 

The way of getting this wisdom is to be/isens^^le oi 
our need of it, to trust in him to whom all the treasures 
of wisdom and fcnowle<^e belong, for the communie»- 
tion of it, and to be diligent in the use of the means 
which he hath appointed, and will bless^ for c<Hiveying 
it to us. 

We must not only get, but ke^ this precious trea- 
sure, retaining it in our hearts, shewing it &irth in all 
our behaviour, and reusing to part with it on any ac- 
count t. 

Many tiiink that those men who are so care^ to seek 
and retain wisdom, arc great losers, buying it at too high 
aprice, and refusing to part with it at the risk of every 
thing that is valuable in the eyes ofmen. Buttle £^ 
rit of God assures us in this place, that they are greirt; 
gainers, and never can be losers. They may hate their 
wealth and ease, their friends and lift, fbr the sake of 
wisdom, but when they do 80» A^ are Imersioi their 
souls, and milfions of lives are not to be put in compe« 
tition with an immortal soul. They may meet with 
loss and disgrace, with persecution and death, but still 

« Heb. il. 18. t Ch. xxiii, 23. 
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they find good^ for they not only find those eternal ad- . 
vantages whidi mfinitely outweigh every temporal 
loss *, but even these losses themselyes are good to 
diem that find wisdom^ whteh^ like the {Mretended phi- 
losc^her^s stone, turns every thing into gold. That . 
18 truly good to us^ whieh does us good, and that doet t 
us good vAiick makes us good, or brings us nearer to i 
the possession of the chief good. The keeper of wis- 
dom does not always find that which appears good to a 
carnal eye, but he .always finds ^t which appears good 
in the eyes of God, and consequently in his own eyes. 
Paul found much good in the things that ai^pear die 
most firightfiil objects in nature to die greatest part of, 
men. 

Ver. 9. A false witness shaU not he unpunished, and he 
that speaketh Hes shM perish. 

These sins are very pernicious, and yet Solomon kiiew 
and found diem so common, that he publishes a double 
warning against them, almost in the same breath, verse 
5. 

Ver. 10. Del^ht is not seemfy fir a fool^ much less 
for servants io have ruk over princes. 

Wisdokn turns every thing to a man's advantage and 
honour, but foUy turns gain into loss, and makes a maik 
ridiculous and contemptible, when he is si^rounded 
with every tlnng diat might make him hi^py, and pros- 
cure him respect. Dielight i& a thing diat all men wi^ 
to enjoy, but when a fool is furnished with every meaia 
of pleasure) his folly is heightened into madness, and 
he is found to be seventimes more a fool than he apSi 
peared to be whed he was in other cirdUnstanoes*. A 
whip »3 proper for ain ase, and a rod for thefioors badt, 
but delight imd the means of procuring it are the ^ame 
dung to a fool, as a golden bridle to that lazy animal t.. 

viil 13^ t Cb»i». sir. tSt, 
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. It is Still more unseemly for servants to have rule over 
princes^ for akhough servants have a» good blood in^ 
th^ir veins as princes, and are bom with tlie ^ame ra« 
. tional powers^ yet their education and habits of llfe> 
' make them quite unfit for the arts, of government. And 
pride, that universal vice, has never a greater opportu- 
nity of gaining full dominitm in a man> than when he 
is unexpectedly raised from the lowest to the highest 
stations. But this proverb, like many others, is true 
only in general, and not in every particular in^tance ; 
for Jose^ was very justly raised, from slavery and im*- 
prisonment, to reign over princes, and Solomon himself 
assures us> that a wise and poor child is worthy of muc}^ 
more respect than an old and foolish king. 

Besides the instruction contained in this senten^ej to 
those that have the disppsal. of high offices . in their 
hands, it teaches us aU to value wisdom above pleasure, 
and all th^ means of pleiasure. Wisdom can make a 
man happy without them^ and wisdom alcme can mak# 
them means of happiness to us, and enable us to use 
them without abusing them into means of ourown dis« 
honour. 

It teaches us alsa to be pleased with our own condi- 
tion. How ridiculous, would an illiterate rustic appear, 
were he to be placed in a. pulpit, or a man of low birth 
if he were seated cm a thfone I It is God's office to 
choose our stations, and .ours to discharge with cheerfuU 
ness the duties of them. 

When God raised Joseph, and Saul, and David, to 
power, and when he called fishermen to be apostles, 
this proverb could not be applied to them, because God 
gave them a spirit suited to their offices, and in like 
manner, when he raises the meanest of the scms of meii 
to spiritual honours, he bestows upon them a suitable 
disposition of soul. Those that are made kings and 
priests unto Gpd and the father of Christ, have the apl-^ 
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rit of sons^ working in them those heavenly tempers 
:whidi become those who are exalted so highly by the 
grace of God. 

Ver. 11. Thedisereiuinqfafnandeferrelh ftis anger, 
and it is his glory lo pass ooer a transgression. 

Are you affronted by any person ? Now is the time 
for knowing whether you are a wise man or a fool. If 
you are a fool^ you will follow that maxim of fools^ that 
a man behaves honourably when he will not suffer any 
man to give him the least shadow of affront^ without 
forcing him to repent it, if possible, or at least shewing 
that it is rather the want of power than will, that hin-* 
ders him from taking revenge. If you ar& 'v^ise, then, 
you will not suffer passion to domineer in your breasts, 
but when you 6nd it raising insurrections, will force it 
to yield to the dominion of reascm and religion ; and be-« 
fore you display it in your words and behaviour, you 
will consider calmly whether you have reason to be 
. angry, <»? so much reason as passion would make you 
believe; and li you have reason, yet another question 
still remains. Dost thou well to be angry? or dost 
thou well to be angry to such a degree ? 

A wise man will not only defer his anger, but pass 
aver oflfences. Joab could suppress his. anger at Abner 
for killing Asahel^ but he was not a wise man, for his 
resentment broke forth at a fit opportunity, and insti« 
gated him to shed the blood of war in the time of peace. 
David was a man of a very different spirit. He not 
only restrained Abishai from killing Shimei, when he 
.was fleeing from Jerusalem, but he pardoned that of> 
fender when ho was returning in triumph to his palace. 
It was not revenge, but the love of peace, and a desire 
of the public wel£sire, that made David charge Solo- 
mon, on his death-bed, to keep his eye on that dangers 
008 traitor. 

It is our duty and wisdom to pa90 by, not only slight 
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otksaoBB, but injvaries of a de^pKr dye, siieh as may be 
edled ttttMgremanB ;fcftwe need sometimes the for- 
giveness of such from men, and every day we are 
cMiged to sappHcate llie forgiveness of transgressions 
from God, and we are bound to forgive men, even as 
God, for Christ's sake, haA forgiven us. 

It is the discretion of a man to be i^ow to anger and 
ready to forgive; for as it is not the water that surrounds 
a ship, but the water which soaks into it, that sinks it, 
so it is not the injury done by another mandiat endan- 
gers us so mudi as the impression it makes upon our« 
sdves. Our fretful and revei^^efol thoughts are the 
torment of our hearts, and deprive us of tiie govenv- 
ment of our own souls, and it is a piece of folly, when 
our ne^bour does us an kijoxy, to do a much greater 
to ourselves, when We metm to be revei^ed on him« 

It is a greater glory for a man to govern Mms^, than 
to take stroi^ cities, and rule over migirty n^ons. It 
is the wisdom and honOur of shining creatures, to be- 
have to offenders as men that need pardon for them* 
selves. It is the glory of Christians to learn me^ness 
and lowliness from Christ. It is die ghftj cf pardoned 
shmers to shew forth tiie virtues of him that catted them, 
to whiehp they owe so miidi, not only in ^ir praises 
but in all their conversation^ 

Ver. H. Thekm^iwraifkiituiheroaHng €f a Irm», 
hut his favour is as dew upon the grass. 

We must be loyal to the king for wrafh» if we- wfll 
not be loyal for conscience sake ; for here the Bible rsu 
quires it, and represents the great danger of disobe- 
dience, to afirt^t these that \nSk not be governed by a 
sense of duty. As the lion ataaong the beasto of the 
forest, so is a king among men, and ad Ae roMring 
of the lion is terrible to the beasts, so is thedisplea- 
sure of the king to those that offend him. But hk^, 
5. 
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£ivour is pkasttit and refireshing Vke the dew vpon 
the grass. 

We tnHSt not w^itonly jieovAe the displeasure^ ttid 
lR>rfeit the&yoar^ of one tliaft can do us so much good or 
evil ; yet if conscience interfere ^fndk the king's com* 
. mands^ we must obey Ood rsrther Uian man^ fyr what 
is the roaring of a lion, or the rage of a tynmt^ to the 
torments of a mind -enM^»ed with a sense of guilt ; or 
what is the dew on the grass^ or the smOes ef a mo» 
napch, to thsit peace of God which passedi M «nder« 
standhig, and madetiie «art3rrs hi^ppi^ in thdr dtin- 
geons^ andat stakes^ tium tfiek Q^rants were upon Ae^ 
thrones^. 

Verw la. A'fwdkh tm u the oilkimkf rf his father^ 
and the contewHeHs ^a mfh are a conihtual dr^ppmg. 

When dnldren b^mve ffi> they aire a great cross to 
thdr parents^ but a poe 'i i gi i a a ad contentions wifb is a 
mudi greater cross^ fbr cMIdren may be turned out of 
doors when ^ley cannot he reclaimed^ but death only, in 
ordinary cases^ can squtrate those that are joined in 
marriage. As the nun that thtqwtlnrough «n%W house 
rots the timber, and w2Q, in time, wear away the very 
stOTig^ so the everlasting rt^ect i o » » aftd' oempl|gnts of 
a fSmdrvramm prey upon the vttab of a man, and 
consume his heart with unceasing anguish. 

Women were made to assist and comfort their hus- 
bands, and therefore they ought to behave with a meek 
and quiet ^it, for it wffl never be cf advanti^ to a 
woman to cross ^eend of her cresdon. Those ti4» 
make such a near friend unhappy, must bring a double 
share ot unhappiness on themselves. 

But husbands must not impute peewhness to tlieir 
wives, without good ground. We are all the sons of 
Adam, and all women are the dkughters of Eve, and it 
would be very unjust to call a woman contentious, for 

-^^ ■ ' ■ ' I III! ■■' I 

• Daniel iii. 
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every instance of bad humour to which vexations may 
provoke her. //. , , ^ ^ >-, , 

If a man has a firoward wife^et him consider his own 
behaviour. Few women have so little of the heart of 
a woman^ or a human creature^ as to make those men 
unhappy that treat them with discretion and tenderness^ 
or if women really deserve this character^ gentle admo- 
nitions^ and kind usage are the best means of redaim-^ 
ingthem. : %.<. , .- ^ « ' 

If a wife has so much of the ^irit of a tiger^^ aS still 
to vex a good husband^ his duty is to acknowledge God 
in this providence^ and to consider it as a just correc- 
tion^ or a necessary trial. This will dispose him to per- 
form his duty to a wife that does not perform her duty 
to him, and to become better by het means^ if he can- 
not make. her better by all hjs endeavours and prayers. 

When men that have good wives consider this text, 
and the too frequent illustrations of it which the obser- 
vation of the world gives us, it will teach them what 
reason they have of thankfulness to God, for appointing 
them a happier lot It is not chance, nor our own dis- 
cretion, but the providence of God that gives any of us 
a prudent wife. 

Ver. 14. Houses and riches are the inheritance ^ fa^ 
ihtrSy and a prudent wife is from the Lord, 

Houses and lands are given us by God, Hbut he gives 
tBem to us by means of our parents or progenitors, whose 
industry acquired them. The providence of God shines 
more remarkably in bestowing good wives on men, for 
they cannot come by inheritance ; and no man can guess 
beforehand what wife shall faU to any man's lot 

Prudence in a wife, includes not only skill in the ma« 
nagement of dcxnestic affairs^ but likewise that good 
sense that makes her an agreeable 'partner, and directs 
her to that kind of behaviour which makes her husband 
happy in this coimexian. To these qualities, if piety 
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be added^ it renders her a far greater blessing than any 
possessions that parents can transmit 

We are to thank God for every outward enjo3rment^ 
but chiefly for those in which his favourable providence 
appears most plainly. Houses and lands may tend> jn a 
great degree^ to render life comfortable^ but a vwtoous 
woman is an uncxmimon blessings for her price is far 
above rubies. ^ 

He that findeth a wife has reason to thank God^. 
He that findeth a good wife has many reasons to be 
thankful. It was God that gave her prudence^ 
that brought him into acquaintance with her^ that di$« 
posed him to choose her for a wife^ and determined her 
mind to comply with his desires. 

When we receive a rich present from a friend^ grati-» 
tude obliges us to use it acceding to his wishes. If a 
wife is a rich present from God, her husband is bound 
to shew her all that respect and kindnesis which God re- 
quires. Whatever character a wife deserves^ God cbm* 
mands her husband to love her^ but when a wife is pru- 
dent> the husband would be inexcusable that did not 
love her with the tenderest affection* 

If a man desires to have a wife, he must ad^now- 
ledge God by earnest supplications ; for he alone knows 
the hearts of men and women^ and exercises a sqve- * 
reign influence over their affections; but let him not 
, presume to affront God by pretending to seek a wife 
from him^ without seeking prudence in her, preferably 
to houses or land; for God declares^ that a prudent 
wife is a far richer glit than those things which are so 
much valued by the generality of men. When chil« 
dr6n wish to enter into marriage^ they caniiot expect 
the countenance of their parents^ if they make a choice 
directly opposiite to the judgment of their parents ; and 
bow can we expect that our heavenly Father should 

♦ Chap, xviii. 82. 
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give 119 his countenance in pur^ts opposite to his de- 
clared will ? 

Ver. 15. Stoihfulnesi ca$teih, mto a deq> sleep, And an 
idle soul shall suffer hunger. 

A man would make himself unirersally despised, if 
be kept, his bed all the time that other people are sA 
work ; wad yet a slothful man might as w^ be in his 
bed, for whilst he is awake, he is sleeping, and when 
he is at work, he is ii^e. Slothfulhess is to the body 
l&e rust to boti ; it is a consumption to all the powers 
of the mind, and by its stealing influence and stupify* 
ii^ nature, it casts a man into a sleep, not oi an ordi« 
nary kind, but a deep sleep like that of death. Wheii 
a man does nothing as it ought to be done, he is like 
one buried alive, and may be numbered with the inha« 
bitants of the land of sil^ice and rest 

Wouldyou avoid hunger and poverty, things so mneti 
dreaded by mankind? Then avoid idleness, which 
brings these miseries up<m men, and deprives them of 
that pity which waits upon virtue in distress. Idle* 
ness brings hm:iger, «tid along with it temptations to 
fraud and theft, by which meims it has led many to a 
gibbet 

Ver. 16. He thai heepeth the commandment, Jceepeth 
his own joul; but he that despUeth hie mays, shall die. 

As the word of God is called the Scr^tilte, (at the 
writing,} as if there were nooihor writings m the world, 
because there axe none that can bear acomparismi with 
it, so the ^preeepU c^the Bible nuy be ealled the com« 
mandment, because, although there tste men that have 
a'r^ht to Conmumd, yet the ptecqpts of God lay ati 
obligation upon us, o^ foree infinitely snperiinr to any 
Idling else in the world. The authority of paraits and 
kings » derived from God, atid w^ are bound to obey 
them, because God requires it, and when their coni« 
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mandments interfere with the will of God^ we are bouad 
to obey God^ and not man. 

The commandment of God is to be observed and 
obeyed by us in all things^ and through the whole 
course of our lives. We must ke^ it» not Goly as the 
apple of our eye^ but as our life and soul. . 

He that keeps the comoMndm^it keqpahis own soul 
£rom those ^s that would bring death and ruin upon 
him^ and from the temptations of the adversary, that 
watches our haltmg, and seizes ev^ery opportunity he 
can fod to do us a misdiief. fiui how can a man keep 
I^ own soul ? Is not the Lord our keeper ? Certain- 
ly ; but in qonverting and keeping men, he deals with 
&em as rational creatures. We greatly abuse the doc- 
trine of free grace', if we imagine that it supersedes the 
necessity and advantage of obedience. Although the 
glory of salvation belongs entirely to Jesus, y^t 
he condescends to give to &ithfnl ministers the ho^ 
Hour o£ being workers tinder him *. And although 
the glory of die fitpesgth of Christians stands in him, 
yet when he commuiyicates the influences of his grace, 
he mi^es themsdves instrumental, under his agency^ 
in their own preservation from the snares of the des^ 
treyer. He that is bom of God keepeth himself, and 
the wicked one toucheth him not. 

Care and thought are absolutdy necessary in those 
that resdve to keep the commandment; for he that 
despoeCfa his wa3rs, shaU die. The saint must not only 
endeanrour to undevfetand and rememb^ the rule of the 
loEw, but Ukewise to observe his own way, that he may 
dfocct his steps, and form his course of behaviour in an 
agreeahkness to 1%, The travellers that have their 
faces towards the better country, must have their eyes 
in dieir head, for there is no going to heaven by guesfl^ 
and those that live at random must die. This truth is - 
clearly taught by the apostle Paul in language suffi* 

• 1 Tim. ir. 16. 
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cient to alarm the stoutest sinner^ if any thing could 
alarm him. '^ If ye live after the fleshy, ye shall die/' 

&C.* 

Ver. 17. He that halh pUy upon ike poor, lenddh unto 
the Lord, and that which he hath given, will he repay him 
again. 

Without the pity of the heart, the bounty of the hand 
is unacceptable to the Searcher of hearts; and profes* 
sions of pity are mere hypocrisy, without the fruit of 
bounty, if it is in the power of our hands to shew itf , 

How great is the mercy of the Lord to the poor ! 
He hath appointed them to be the receivers of a piurt 
of his revenue, and what is given to them he accounts 
to be lent to himself. This mercy is not confined to 
the poor of his own people ; although he interests 
those especially in oiir bounty J, yet he would not 
have us to restrict the fruits of our compassion to them. 
Our Lord dispensed his cures to the ungrateful, al« 
though he knew what was in man, and God causes his 
sun to rise, and his rain to desc^id, upon the evil and 
the good, and requires U3 to give a portion to seven, 
and also to eight, dispersing the fruits of our liberality, 
as the husbandman scatters his grain, although he does 
not certainly know whether shall prosper, either this 
or that ||. 

'* He that giveth to the poor, l^ideth to the Lord." 
This is an argument for charity of wonderful fcnrce. 
No Pagan moralist could ever produce a motive for 
any social duty, equal to this. It is sufficient to open 
the closest fist, and to enlarge the most selfish heart. 
Does God shew so much regard to the«po<Nr, and shall 
we be indifferent to their happiness ? Can we lose any 
thing by lending it to the Lord ? Men refuse to give 
when they do not expect to receive, and they expect 

•Bora.vm. la 1 1 Jol^iii-l^. 4:Gal. vLlO. 0EccLxi.4.e. 
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no return from the poor. If the rich were desirous to 
borrow from us^ we would think our money safe in 
their hands^ and esteem their bonds as good as monej 
in our purses. But all the earth belongs unto the 
Lord^ and shall we not trust our money in his hands, 
by giving to the poor ? Here is his bond^ and it must 
be a good one^ if the Scripture is the word o£ GodJ 
The richest man in the world may^ for ought we know, 
be poor to-morrow, or he may prove un£uthful to his 
word. But the Lord is the everlasting possessor -of 
heaven and earth, and he cannot lie, nor deceive an j ^ 
one that trusts in him. Had we lived in the days of 
Christ's humiliation, when he had the goodness to live 
on the contributions of pious women, it is natural for 
us to think that we would cheerfully have given to him 
all our living, and thought ourselves greatly indebted 
to him for accepting it. We have not now Jesus with 
us, but the poor we have always with us ; and when 
we have them to receive the fruits of our bounty, it is 
the same thing as if we had Christ himself. 

God will be sure to repay what is giveti to the poor 
at his command, with great increase. The greatest 
usurer on earth cannot make so much of his money, as 
the man that gives to the poor. " Thou shalt be re- 
compensed,** says Christ, " at the resurrection of the 
just" Is that a long time to wait for it ? Then you 
are assured, by the same faithful witness, that you shall 
have an hundred fold, even in this life, for every thing 
you part with on his account, Luke xiv. Matt xix. 
Men that may be safely trusted with our money, are 
not always ready with their payments. A poor man 
cannot have his money from them when he needs' it, 
but 'God repays what is given to the poor fit the beet 
time ; and if he does not return it in money, he pays 
it in what is incomparably better *. 

•rMlmxl.1,2. 
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^ Vet* 18. ChasUnihy torn whUgt there is hepe, and ki 
nol thy soul spare for his crying. 

If you mean to do good to your children by oorree* 
,tioD, begin in due time* For if he foe left to grow up 
nnder the government of self-will^ it isto be feared that 
be will foeccnne like a horse or mule that were never 
ta^ght to ob^ the rider ; and when these Imimals come 
to & full age^ without being forced to ob^ the retn, 
you iqity sooner break their neckii than break them to 
obedience. 

J But your heart mek^, an^^ypnr bowels yearn to heaat 

/ fb^^sjessof your poor child; and you cannot §^ve him 

f another harshr word. Letbim alone then, and leai^ 

. jUm to the government «f bis ,own passions, unless ya^ 

think that it ^rauld be stiH more grieyous .to have youir 

grey luurs brought with sorrow to the grave, and to 

hear him curse you at the left hand of your Judge^^fbr 

' sufficing him to destroy himself, than to hear his groans 

for alew o^om^ts. 

After all, parents ought neither to inflict unnecfwt* 
• 49^dyift|8em6nt on their childraD, nor suffer their 
Ol^^ry paspions to mingle themselves with the duly here 
reiecwamendecl* Those parionts that make an angry U9e 
of the rod, need a rod to their own backs. ('' Chaste^ ' 
tjby fon, so Aall he be hopeful ; but be not raised in 
tjiy wrath to insult hiiQ.") 

An c^fending child must not be spared for his cry- 
ll^, and far less must he be spared for his anger. If 
his wrath procures his deliverance, he will soon learn 
the wi^ of escaping all chastisement ; and if thou de- 
liverest him once, thou must deliver him again ai^d 
agfdn, tin he is p^ all hope of amendment. Th;s 
seems to be at least a part of the meaning of the next 
v«rse. 

Ver. 19. A man of great wrath shall suffer pumshmenl / 
for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again. 

When Peter asked our Lord how often he should 
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forgive his offending brother^ he reeeived a very uwtm 
prizing answer : Not until seven times^ but until ae* 
trenty times seven. But will not this give great eu* 
couragement to men to offend their brethren, aiul tp 
give every indulgence to their angry passions ? No, 
for it does not imply that an outrageous person shall 
escape fixHu punishment It W4S once said to « man 
that was killing bia adversary, let him alone, and he 
will die of his own accord. Somay it be said to a man 
that thirsts for revenge upon his passionate antagonisti 
let him alone, and be will take revenge upon, bin^self. 
Althou^by.ou spare bimat this time^ba will soon expose 
hixnself ag^ to pimiahbieiil^ and it cannot be siqipoaed 
that bewiU always escape. You ought rather to pity biio, 
than rage like him, for he is his own irreamcileable 
enemy, and w31 be mxxe Uy j^bnge himself into mis-i 
chief. 

Ang» is said to be a.short madnesii, bi^thepassiop* 
ate man is always mad till he gains the victory ov^ 
the tyranta th^ domineer in his souL He has sober 
fits, but he so fre<pently ppjapses, that you cann^ say 
he ever possesses the use of reason. Any mm that 
wishes evil to him may dqprive him of tb? use of his 
understandings by a single word, or even by a loqk* 

Ai^ your souls, subject to those storms of passion ? 
Turn your anger upon itself. You ax^ displeased with 
oth^ men, because you take them £<3ir txiemifis; but 
your worst enemies are the passions of your own heart. 
Do you not hate that monster, Vitellius, who said that 
the carcase of a slain enemy was a pleasai^t mghtg bi^t 
the carcase <^a slain citizen more pleasant? Whyth^ 
don't you .hate the violent tyrants of your own htea9K» 
that would wreak their,fury upcm the names and bo* 
dies of your neighbours, but discover it n^ost of all in 
tearing your own souls ^ Yx>u iq^e every day toirturing 
yourselves, and exposing yourselves to a severe retalia- 
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tkm from those whom you insult, and to a more severe 

vengeance still, from your Judge, who will call you to 

account for every angry thought and every passionate 

word. 

' Ver. 20. Hear counsel, and, receive instruction, that 

ihou mayeit he wise in thy latter end^ 

A friend that can give us good counsel is a precious 
treasure, and nothing but folly and self-conceit can 
keep us from valuing his good advice as more than 
fine gold. 

If the counsels of our friends deserve respect, the 
counsels of the word of God are infinitely more usefril. 
The testimonies of the Lord were David's counsellors 
in idl his difficulties, and they made him wiser than the 
ancients. 

' Every name of our Redeemer is dear to the true 
Christian, and one of them is Wohderful Counsellor. 
He gives us counsel by his word and Spirit. Our 
ears and souls are his, and shall we not employ them 
In hearing^ and treasuring up his counsels, that we may 
direct all our actions by their light ? 

Instruction is very much needed by us, for we are 
naturally ignorant and foolish. When God gives us 
instruction, either by his word and ordinances, or by 
the rebukes of his providence, we must receive it with 
submission and meekness. Instruction, either by words 
or blows, would be welcome to us, if we had a due 
sense of our own stupidity, and of the value of our souls. 

But what will we gain by hearing counsel, and re« 
oeiving instruction ? It will make us wise ; '^ for the 
entrance of God's word giveth light, it giveth under- 
standing unto the fiimple." The rod and reproof give 
wisdom, and wisdom is far more precious than gold 
and rubies. Without counsel and instruction, we mu^t 
be fools for ever, and if we refuse wisdom, when it is 
presented to us in those means of God's appointment. 
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our foUy is desperate and stubborn, and admits of no 
excuse. 

But we have used these means, you will say, and 
have acquired but very little wisdom firom them. But 
a little wisdom is a vay great attainment, and if you 
think that you have got none at all, yet you must still 
continue to use the means, and so you shall be wise 
at your latter end. A man will spend several years in 
learning a business that will enable him to live comfort- 
ably through the remainder of life, and we have no rea- 
son to grudge a whole lifetime emplc^ed in receiving 
infraction, if it make us wise at our latter end. 

At our latter end it will be seen whether we have 
been fools or wise men. If our days are spent in the 
pursuit of perishing thmgs, to the neglect of our etenud 
interests, we shall be forced to leave these vanities to 
whidi we sacrificed our souls, and at our end we 
shall be fods*. When the men that choose the world 
Sot their portion come to the close of life, and their 
former conduct presents itself to their eyes, how will 
they curse and tear themselves in iheir rage, at their 
own Uindness and madness! Even whilst they are 
eager inihe pursuit of vanity, and flattering thCTOselves 
with the delusive hopes of many days of pleasure before 
th^aa, they camiot f<»rbear from wi^ng, like the co« 
vetous soothsayer, that they may die the dea& of the 
righteous, and that their last end may be like his. 

fiut mark the fi>llow^ of wisdom, and behold him 
that hearkens to the counsels of the Almighty. His 
latter «id is peace and happiness. Those who hated 
his hcdiaess, and despised his condition, are now oWged 
to acknowledge that his life was spent in wisdom, and 
that his last hour is blessed. 

Do you think that you have already gained enough 

K ■ I » I.I . . I ■ ■ . 
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of Wisdom? You are quite mistaken. You are yet a 
diild^ and speak as a child, that thinks himself a SGh<^ar 
if he can repeat the letters of the alphM>et. A Chds- . 
tian must live and die learning*. 

Ver. 21. There are many devices in a ntan*4 heart; 
nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord that shall stand. 

Men's hearts are perpetually filled with projects, and 
they seldom C(»isider whether these projects are agrees 
able to the mind c^God or not. But the counsel of the 
Lord reirlBaled ih his word, shall stand good after ^11 the 
plans they can form. It is the way of haj^iness to Inar 
his counsel and receive his instruction ; for the world 
passeth away, and the lusts thereof, but he that doth 
the will of God abideth for ever, and must prosper 
whilst he acts by the direction of these unerring coun- 
sellors, the testimonies of ^e Lordt* 

But the counsel of God is generally used in Scrip- 
ture to signify the purpose a£ God ccmc^ming the 
events that shall come to pass ; and thia counsel com- 
prehends every thing that has come or shall come to pass 
in the world, either by the immediate agency of God, or 
by meaiis of any creature; for the worst of men, and devils 
diemsdives, are emplojred by the providence of God in 
executing his decrees. Men and devils act in an agree« 
abl^iess to their own wills as far as tfadr power rei^^ies, 
but they are still under the absolute dominion of die 
Lord ; and whether they are able or not al^ to execute 
their own devices, they are eioecuting his decrees. How 
strange is the wisdom of divine Providence } MiUions 
of creatures know nothing of the true God^ millicms of 
them are his constant enemies, and are incessantly em- 
ployed in devising and executing those purposes whidi 
have for their objects the gratification of selfish imd cor- 
rupt affections, that are filled with enmity against God, 

« PhiL lii. 14. f Verse 20. Pialm L 4. 



y Google 



CHAP. XDC^ BOOK OF PBOTBRBS. 27 

^d yet thqr all ooncar iafalfilliiig his secret will. His 
counsek leave them to their own £ree will; «ad their 
free will, howevor oonrupty is managed by his hdy pro* 
vidence to serve his own g]<n*ious designs, and where 
it would lead men beyond the line of his decrees, he 
poworfuUy and invisibly eontrouls it. 

It is vain for men to form any purpose, and to think 
of carryii^ it into execution, without acknowledging 
the providence of God. The Apostle James warns us 
in strong langui^ against this piece of practical 
atheism*. 

When we meet with hardships from the cruelty of 
men^ let us conador this truth, and behave meeUy and 
humMy« They do nothing without the observation and 
permiasion of God. Christ sulmiitted quietly to those 
sufferings which he underwent from the hands of bar« 
buousmen, because it was necessary that the Scrip* 
tures should be fulfilled, and the det^minations of 
God's hand and counsel performed. What David did 
pleased aU the pe4^1e,and idiall not we be pleased with 
what die Kii^ of Heaven does ? . 

Let the pec^le of God rejoice. The couns^s of God 
concerning th^ are ^j^orkms in wisdcnn and grace, ai^ 
though hand join in hand, they shall not be unaccom« 
plLdied. The counsels of thdr en^ooies are dangerous, 
but no weapon formed against Zion diall prosper. All 
^be counsels of the wicked shall be executed or frus« 
trated according to the good pleasure of God, whose 
eyes run to and fro through the whole earth, to shew 
hims^ strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect totfsrds him t. 

Let sinners tremble, for tiieir counsels and. works are 
in the hand ei God. He may suffer them to prosper 
for a time in misd)ief, and to bring 8(»ne of their wick«< 



* James W. 18—17. 
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ed devices to pass^ but their misduefs shall rebound 
upon themselves^ and their nets^hall entangle their own 
feet. God may use them for a time to accomplish his 
gracious though awfiil designs upon his people^ but he 
will in a short time call them to account^ and punish 
them for all the evils they have done^ and for the 
greater evils they have imagined*. 

Ver. 22. The desire of a man is his kindness, and a 
poor man, is better than a liar. 

A man's benevolence is not in proportion to the good 
deeds he perfonhs^ but to the real desires he has* to do 
good, if it were in his power. 

A mm may perform many acts of kindness^ andyet 
not per&rm all that he ought When a rich man be« 
stows a few of his superfluities, they may amount to a 
considerable sum» and yet in the balance of the sanc- 
tuary they will not equal in weight the little pittance 
that a poor man gives^ when he stretches himself to the 
utmost of his ability, or even beyond itf . A rich hkoi 
may even give more than a man could reasonably deiure 
him to give, for the purposes of charity or public ser- 
vice^ and yet be entirely destitute of charity and public 
spirit, seeking only the in^aise of men, whilst he p;:o« 
fesses, like the old Pharisees^ much better things. 

On the other side^ a man may give only two mites, 
or nothing at all, and yet possess a gmierous equl, lil^e 
that of Job, who never ate his morsel without sliaring 
it with the poor. As God only knows the heart, the 
day of judgment will be the grand discoverer of the 
real characters of men. In the meantime, we must not 
love those only who bestow, much kindness- on us, nor 
confine our esteen to those who signalise themselves 
by their extensive liberalities; for the virtues, as well 
*as the vices of men, are often concealed under ri^, and 

* Ps, jud. 11. Is. X. )2. f 2 Cor. vl 3. 
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rerty, so that they cannot display their 
xluce their proper fruits, 
n that cannot give, and is obliged to re* 
1 better man than the liar who professes 
et does nothing to verify his professions 
)d words are good things in their proper 
rell become the raouth of the Christian, 
3 instead of good deeds are mere hypo* 
)ss a kind^ that even men often discern it, 
pitiful wretch who endeavours to sheU 
and seUishness ofhis spirit under empty 
►o you say to your poor brother, be thou 
warmed and clothed, whilst thou givest him nothing to 
shelter him from the pinching cold, or to fill his crav- 
ing appetite, although thou art well able to do it ? Thou 
joinest hypocrisy and lies to the want of charity, and a 
poor man that lives upon the bounty of the parish is a 
more respectable man than thou. 

Let us learn to value men by their hearts, as far as 
they lie open to the judgment of candour and charity, 
rather than their professions and appearances, which are 
so frequently delusive. Thus shall we be enabled to 
choose our friends, and to put a proper value on thei^ 
kindness ; and by this means we shall be preserved 
ftcm that injustice so frequently condemned by the wise 
man, of despising the poor, and paying an undue re- 
spect to the rich. 

This proverb also teaches us to examine our own 
hearts, that we may know how far we are under the in- 
fiuence of a kind and charitable spirit. God will not 
accept of all the substance of our houses, instead of the 
charity Of the heart. At the same time, desires are not 
real, nor are they genuine marks o£ goodness, if they 
are not followed by suitable performances, when the 
providence of God puts it in our power*. 

* Philemon 6. 
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Ver. 23. The fear of the Lord tendeth io Ufe, and he 
that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited 
with evil. 

Religion is the soul of happiness, it makes the pre- 
sent Hfe long and happy, as iar as a long and happy 
life is really for our advantage, and it is die b^inning 
of eternal life in the soul. He that is governed by the 
fear of the Lord enjoys heart-fell; satisfaction, and the 
joys that q>ring from it are not like the short-lived joys 
of the world, that die away into sadness and misery ; 
they last through life, they are vigorous in old age, 
when the pleasures of saise have lost their relish, and 
they triumph over death and all its terrors. Christians 
are indeed exposed to heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations, but the fear of the Lord, and the faith of Christ, 
has oft^i produced joy ui^peakable and full of glory 
in such seasons ; and the disquiets which the people of 
God often feel, are owing for the most part to tl^ im- 
perfections of their religious dispositions, and are bless- 
ed by God. as means of improving their grace, and in- 
troducing sweeter joys into their souls. Christians hai/« 
unfailing grounds of satisfaction, for they have heal^ 
in their souls, they know that all their affairs are ma- 
naged by a wise and gracious Pifovidence, and they 
have the sure promises of the life to come. If God 
himself can give satisfaction to tiie souls which he has 
made, they have it, or shall have it in due time, for he 
manages all things far their good^ and his eternal ex« 
cellencies are their portion. 

The saint of God is ^itirely delivered from die mi- 
teries of man's fallen state, as far as it can consist with 
the plmof his recovery whidi divine wisdom has con- 
trived. The calamities which he suffers are unstinged 
to bun through die Redeemer's cross, which, like the 
tree that Moses caat into the waters of Masah, mdces 
bitter things sweet. He is not visited with any unne- 
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oeaMoy evO, and thoie evib that visit him are mad« 
good oa the whole by the tendency which they have 
to do him good, and make him good. Reproaches and 
tribuladons, sicknesses and deaths, are the common lot 
of men, and lliey are very evil things to those who are 
sUrangers to God, but they are good to them that love 
God, for they are appointed and useful means to make 
them partakers of God's holiness, and prepare them 
for that blessed world where sins and sorrows are no 
mpre*. 

Ver. S4. A slothful man hideth hi* hand in his bosom, 
and will noi so much as bring ii to Ms mouth againf. 

Solomon was a m<Brtal enemy to sloth, as every wise 
man will be. He has often told us of the mischievous 
effects of this vice, and here he holds up the sluggard 
as an <d>ject o£ contempt and laughter, to make him 
ashamed, if possible, of his laziness, and to awaken us 
to diligence in the duties of our calling and religion. 

It is a mark oi a sluggard to make a great business 
of a little aSbir, and to make much ado about nothing 
at alL It is a business to the sluggard to take his 
hand out of his bosom, and it is a grievous affair f(^ 
him to put it to his mouth to feed himself. Were it 
not for shame, he would desire to be fed like an infant, 
aad he will at l^igth be tempted to grudge that men 
cannot live like trees, on which their proper nourish- 
ment fidls down firom the clouds. 

A man that employs his hands with diligence, is 
able not only to support himself and his family, but to 
give something likewise to him that needs X ; and he 
finds less trouble in bis work, and enjoys more ccmtent- 
ment than a sluggard would do, if you should bring 
every thing to him that is needful fi>r his support, with- 

♦ Ch. iy. 26, 27. iii. 7. 8. John viil 52. -j — ^^ .. , 

t The word hosim ooght to have been dish,/: -^^ .jpJfcpbMy, M. 
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itmt any labour of his own hands^ because the things 
that no man can do for him are oppressions to his slug- 
gish soul. It is a greater burden to a sleepy man to 
strip himself and go to bed, than for another man to 
j^rform some laborious service. 

Awake, thou sluggard, out of thy deep sleep, unless 
thou desirest to be miserable through life ; for Hfe itself 
is an intolerable slavery when every piece of work is a 
burden. 

Beware of spiritual sloth, which makes every duty 
of religion a toil. God loves a cheerful servant, that 
rejoices and works righteousness, but he will accept of 
no drowsy and spiritless services, which are a dishonour 
to him and to his ways. To the slothful Christiim it 
seems a burden to pray, and to believe in Christ, al« 
though by these duties we only ask, and receive, and 
eat our spiritual food. The lively Christiaa admires 
the grace of God, which hath made these holy exercises 
our duty; but the sluggard grudges that he cannot 
have heaven in a morning drenn. 

Ver. 25. Smite a scomer, and the simple will beware / 
and reprove one that hath underManding^ and he mil un» 
derstand knowledge. 

The wise man has already told us that it is needless 
to reprove a scomer, because his pride will make re- 
{^roofs useless to him. What, then, is to be done with 
him I Shall he be suffered to proceed in his wicked 
courses, and to corrupt others by his example ? No ; 
he ought to be smitten, at least when he lays himself 
(^n to the vengeance of the laws ; and although there 
is little hope of reclaiming one that is so much harden- 
ed in wickedness, yet his prniishment will be iftseiul to 
other men, who will hear, and fear, and do no more so 
wickedly. The simple and thoughtless will be made 
to see bow dangerous it is to follow the example of 
one that has suffered unto imprisonment, or whipping, 
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or deaths for his vices^ and those who would not be 
restrained frcm evil by the fear of God, and the 
thoughts of an eternal world, will be checked by the 
fear of men^ and &e terror of present punishment. It 
is a necessary thing in a land to punish gross offences ; 
for without the execution of justice on the wicked, 
' iniquky would overflow all its banks, and men would 
not live with safety among their fellow-creatures. We 
have, therefore, reason to bless God for the institution 
of magistracy *, and should concur in our stations to 
assist in the execution <^the just laws against vice. 

But a wise man needs not be smitten for his faults, 
which are g^ierally of a much less atrocious nature 
than those of the sconier. He is not, however, to be 
connived at, or left to his own wisdom, to inform him 
o£ his miscarriages. Men are commonly too dim^sight- 
ed to discern Uieir own miscarriages in a proper hght, 
and reproofs are means appointed and blessed by Grod 
for bringing wise men themselves to the exercise of a 
Kvely sorrow and repentance. 

Are you afhdd to reprove a wise man, lest he should 
take it amiss i You need not fear this, if he is reidly 
a / wise man. He will love thee for reproving him, and 
will understand knowledge. A fool is displeased when 
he is supposed capable of falling into a fault ; but a 
wise man is meek and lowly, sensible of his imperfec- 
tion and £ra11ty, and when he goes out of the road of 
duty, is glad and thankful to be set right. 

This proverb teaches us, how vain it is for men, 
through the pride of character, to cavil at admonitions, 
and endeavour to justify themselves in opposition to 
plain fact. Instead of serving our character by this 
behaviour, we greatly hurt it. When we receive re- 
proof with gratitude, we shew ourselves wise men. 

* Rom. ziii. 
b5. 
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Whai we are diipleMed wiUi it» wp diew that we are 
fools, or at least that our wisdom is mingled with suich 
foUy. To ai&ct the diamd^r of perfect men, isa j^aki 
evid^ioe that we know net ourselvesy imd do not re« 
member the present state of human natura 

Ver« 26. He that wasUth his father, and ^kasetk am^ 
his mjQther:, is a son that causeth ^uum, 4tnd irinffih ft" 
proach. 

Some children are so |^*ac^ess, as to think it no ^ 
lo steal from thek parents, and to take at their own 
haiMls that portion of the goods which they think ht^ 
l0s^ t<y them. Others abuse the fondness ef their pa- 
rents, and ungrat^Uy make use of it as a mean of 
robbing th«n by their own consent. Both ihese kinds 
of wid&ed ch^dren may be said to.waste their j>areatg. 
There it ^lother kind of ehildreix who have s(»ne re- 
verence iix their fath^, because their int^cest d^epds 
oa his will ; but they have so little regard fcnr their 
moth^is^ that they chase them away £rom their hamea^ 
by rendering their life uncomtotal^, or by wasting 
that pcntion of goods which pea-tains to them* Esau, 
pro&ne as he was, had some regard for his fathar, and 
sought his blessing with many tears ; but he valued 
not his mother, and resolved to kill her dearest son^ as 
soon as her husband's head was laid in the dust. On 
the other side, dutiful children will at all times endea- 
vcgu* to Qi^e their mothers happyt especially when 
they are reduced to the affliction of aumdowed<:miditioii. 

Those ^EKHiB that behave so undutifuJly to their pa- 
remts bring a reproach oa themselves, whic^^pxeads to 
the whole &nuly. Tl^y are monsters^ of mankind, who 
are entirely destitute of natural affectieii, and feel no 
graiitttde ibr the h%b^ oU%ati<tt»s whidi one hinnan 
person oan peeeive from anether. The^ barbar^>udy 

dlfsppornt -and f*f>l l 'n t f** 1! ' flAt t^^ ryif^ ^t i^^g^nabV hftpfta - 

that can be formed by mea^ and prove the topment and 
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disgrace of tltoie who had die best reason to expect 
eomfert at titeur hand. They violate the steoogest 
oUigstkms to dtit5r^ and make iJiemsdves unworthy of 
the least conidence from men. They greatly provoke 
the author of their bong, by dieir base conduct to- 
wards the instruments of it. God hatili {Placed in his 
law ^le duties we owe to awt parents next to those we 
owe to himself^ and will severely avenge the negieet of 
fliem. HiofWf ^ken, caa ^^ eso^ ponishnieiit, who 
do not only neglect^ but scandalously couirteraot tiiese 
(krtaes ! If the injaries dime to strangers^ or mfieriors, 
expose men to the displeasure of the Most Hi^^ what 
pumrimients hang over those that w<Mmd« in the teib- 
deretlt part^ the persons to whom under God they 
owe themselves ? 

- Is God 90 em^elul to enfcurce the rights of parents 
upon the& ehildr^, how careful should parents be to 
ineiflcate on their diildren^etr duty to God^ the sense 
of whidi, in the minds of dieir diSdren, is dieir own 
best security for that regard whidi is due to themselves. 

If God be the ^th^ of the huidan race^ and of 
Christians in particular^ what £ear is due to him ? What 
monsters of undutifblness are they diat provdke him to 
ai^er conlraiualty ? 

Ver. 27* €!eas€, my son, to hear the iruiruetiiHi Aai 
cansdh to err from the words of knowledge. 

There are many deceivers in the worid^ who make it 
llieir business to clothe error with the appearance of 
truth, and to weak^i 1^ motives to hc^ness whidi are 
set before us in ibe word «f God. AndLtiie exhorta- 
don in diis verse speaks to us as ^ildren, wam^ig us 
to beware of dieir ^tifices and insinuadons. 

Error may be rendered very fdausible, ft» the I>evil 
Inmself came to men with Scripture in ki» mouth *; and 

^ 4tfatt. h. 
B6 
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no wcmder if his ministers can presume to plecui hoA% 
Scripture and reason in behalf of their pernicious doe* 
trines : but a quagmire is not the less dangerous, be- 
cause it is covered with beautiful verdure, and has the 
appearance of solid ground ; nor is poison the less per- 
nicious, because it is covered with honey. Error is 
error after all that can be said for it, and all the shapes 
whidi it can be made to assume. 

It is, no doubt, our duty to prove aH thiags, and to 
take, nothing upon the mere testimony of men that 
concerns our predous soub, and it is the {nroperty oi 
a sincere soul, iike Na^ianiel's, ta be open to convio* 
tk>B, where there is danger of a mistake. But this does 
not imply that we are to be ever learning, without 
comii^g to the knowledge and assurance of the truth. 
The truth may be known, because it is plainly reveal- 
ed in ^ Bible ; and when we hav^e found that which 
is good,, we ought to hqld it fast, that no man take our 
crown«— to contend earnestily for it against all €ippwu> 
lion, and to shut our oars against those instructions 
that would :shake our vegai^ to those things which are 
most surely believed funongst us. 

It is dangerous for men to lend a ready ear to those 
that would exalt the dignity of human nature, to the 
dishonour of the righteousness and grace of. Christ, oar 
loosen the obligations of men to obey every law of Qod, 
because the corruption of our natures gives countemmce 
to every thing that favours pride or carelessness ; so 
that, when we think we are w^ f^tified against the 
delusions of seducing ^irits and false teachers, and 
rashly venture to hear what they can say for them- 
selves, we are in ^eat danger of being perverted, and 
&lHng fVopi our fancied, stc^&stness. 

The iqpoatle John tells us, that it is a great and dan^ 
gerous sin» when a mi^ comes to teach false doctrine, 
to receive him into our houses, or to bid him God 
5 
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speed ; and Chri$t tells us, that bis true shesp hear and 
know bis voieoy and follow liim> bu^t will not follow a 
stranger* 

Perhaps you haye already given too much ear to the 
teadiers of corri^ doctrine. The exhortation is chief- 
ly addressed to yoUj by him that knows your danger. 
Cease to hear such instruction. The time past is suf- 
Ad&it to have listened to it. Examine carefully how 
far your jadgi»ait.or j^^acdce have been perverted^ by 
comparing Uiem with the Scriptures. . Adjust your 
pvofiession and practice to that un^ring standard. En- 
deavour to know the present truths and to be establish* 
ed in it. Learn by the word of Gud^ and prayer^ to 
^stinguish between tiruth and error. Hear those teach- 
ers that are of God^ and jnreach soimd doctrine ; and 
beware of itching ear9> which would tempt you to 
drink pois^i into your eais and heartSj instead of the 
sincere mOk of the word *• 

Ver. 28. A» ung^dfy witness seorneth Judgment, and • 
the mouth of the wicked devoursth ituquitt/. 

This is x|Ot the first nor second time that Solomon 
has informed us about the wickedness of false witneSf- 
ses. It woidd be a great injustice to admit the tes- 
timoi^ of a profligate wretch, against the life or for- 
tune of his nd^ighbour ; for he neither regards man, nor 
feai^ God. He scometh judgment, and has no revec- 
^ice for the^mnst sacred and venerable objects. He 
bids defiant to.etsmal j^stice, and swallows down the 
most enormous iniquities as if they were sweet wine ; 
for his conscience is become hardened in iniquity, till a 
trifle will be a sufficieut temptation to him to swear 
agaimt innocent blood. 

It is greatly the interest of a nation to take order that 
a sense of religion be preserved amongst the members 

* I John iv. 1-^6. JS^fttt, yU» 15. 2 John 9. 
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of it When men generally lose their reverence for 
an oath, the bonds of aoeiety are brckeny honeety foe* 
comes a prey, and ruin advances with hasty steps. 

Let all men beware of those ^ns Agt are counted 
little, foe ihej are like little thieves that get in at the 
window, and then open the door for bigger Tiilains to 
get in. When men leatn to lie without scruple, be- 
cause they hurt none but themselves, they will next 
learn to bear false witness, wh^ they are tempted by 
love or fear, and from thence they will psooeed to great- 
er degrees of wickedness, till at lengUi they will scarce 
put the devil to the trouble <^ tempting them to any 
sin, but drink iniquity like water. Every sin tends to 
harden the conscience, and a conscience long hardened 
in sin, will in time be sewed as with a hot iron* 

However atupid the ^onseienees of ungodly men ar^, 
and whatever flattenes Aej use for ^tecetvlng ^m« 
selves, their iniquity will in the end be Ibund hat^id. 
' '" Ver. ^. Judgments are ^epared for tcomers^^nd 
stripes for the back effads. 

Scomers, in the pride of their hearts, think tliem- 
selves secure from the vengeance of the law, and are 
sometimes «o profane as to laugh at liie 4)ireatenings-«f 
the Almighty. But tite day 4s ^seming when th^ 
laughter shidl be turned into heaviness. The Ood 
whom they despise. Is the jud^ of aH the earth, and it 
is his glory to exercise his hi^ oflke in rig^iteousness. 
He tdces no pleasure in the deatli of the widced, but 
if they will not turn and live, Ihey must die, and their 
blood 4^iall be on t^eir own head, and^he Lord shall be 
teown by the ju dg me n t whtc^ he exeeuteth. The 
judgments that shall be inflicted on seomers, areakeady 
prepared, and determined for tlwm. It is the triumph 
of lively Christians that they can look back to tiie di^s 
of eternity, and rejoice in the contemplation of a king«. 
dom prepared for them before the foimdatimi of the 
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world. But sinners bave great reason fo tremble with 
astonishment^ when thej reflect upon the immutable de- 
crees of God, for an everlasting hell was designed in 
them for every uDxepentiag trauigreBSor *• As kings 
have their officers of justice^ and instruments of ven- 
geance rea^y to terrify profligate subjects into obedi- 
ence to the laws^ so the Everlasting King has every 
instrument of vengeance reserved among his treasures^ 
to terrify men from jun, or to destroy them if they go 
on in their trespaaseg. Their punishment shall be dis- 
grace^ to the last degtee, for stripes are prepared for 
the backs of fbola. They shall suffer ignominious 
wounds as the basest of criminals^ and their reproach 
shall never be wiped away. 

Because ^sinncrs fed not thestrokes ef juc^^ent^ they 
fiaolisUy think ;tbat they shall for ever esoipe* But did 
the old wiM. 4)f the ungodly escape although they 
waee^pmed^A hundred and twenty years? Christ 
himself^ the beloved Son of Go4 when he was bearing 
iniquity not Us ewn, was not spared. Justice and 
judgm^it took hold of our blessed Surety^ and be gave 
his back tothe ajaiters!, and his cheeks to them that 
plucked^ the hak*. If God.q^ered not his own Son^ 
will he spare stidabom trani^jpcessors ? 

P«haps yon imngtiip^ sinneni, :that vengeance will 
be long delayed^ and Aatyour snfFerings are reserved 
to <MWthffr irnrld Perhaps it i»ay, and for ought you 
kii#w« it may not be so. But^ allowing that you should 
m^ bU the proqperily that your hearts can wish till 
you die« 4ive jkmi snxe that you shall Uve another year, 
« aaetfiffr «kigr ? Your life dc^pends absolutely on him 
iriKHtt jfcm ^Mat •« «B ^»iemy4 and when his much 
iteacdi^i^ieaoeisatJBeBd, whsne, O where are you! 



« Matt as?. 41* 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Ver. 1. Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and 
whosoever is deceived therehy is not wise. 

iViNE and strong drink are creatures of God, 'whidi 
are very useful to men when they are seasonably and 
moderately used, but by abusing them we sin against 
the goodness and law of God, and against our own souls 
and bodies. 

Wine deceives and mocks those that use it to excess, 
and punishes those that abuse it as an instrument of 
dishonour to him that gave it to men to cheer theur 
hearts. It promises refreshment, but it steals away 
men's senses, tiU it makes them the objects of scorn to 
the sober. It made the venerable patriarch Noah a 
laughing-stock to his own son. It deprives men of 
their reason, and gives the government of the mind to 
the passions ; and then those that were men of good 
behaviour in their sober moments, become insolent and 
outrageous. When the king of Israel was madie drunk 
with bottles of wine, he forgot his dignity, and stretdi- 
ed out his hand with scomers ^. 

Wiiie has been the beginning of many quarrels that 
have ended in wounds and blobd; for it rouses the 
passions, it turns suspicions into certainties in the eye 
of the drunkard, and thus inflames resentments into ir- 
reconcileable animosities. It gives frill range to all the 
hidden vices of the soul, and produces new vices of a 
dangerous kind. It destroys the power of reason, and 
inf\ises into the soul all the fury of a wild beast. 

* Hos* yii. $•. 
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He that snffisrs himself to be deceived by it is not 
wise^ for he wastes his memoiy and understandings as 
well as his mcmey ; he wounds his conscience, he en- 
slaves himself to a tyrant, and enters upcm a course 
which, when it becomes habitual, will render him use- 
less and miserable upon earth, and exclude him frcnn 
the kingdom of heaven. When wine and strong drink 
are greedily swallowed down, they swallow the drunk- 
ard, and turn him into an unclean beast \ 

Wine had the honour of being used in the service of 
God under the law, and is still used in it under the 
gospel, and why should we use it in the service of Sa- 
tan > It is not allowed by God but with moderation, 
to the greatest men on the greatest occasions. Neither 
birth days of kings, nor happy meetings of firiends, nor 
the transacting of the most impcnrtant businesses, will 
justify men in excess of wine t. 

We should remember, that the day of Christ is.ap- 
proaching, and take care that our hearts be not over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunk^mess; we must 
remember from whom we receive the refreshments of 
life, and endeavpur to glorify him in the use of them. 
We are called to the hope of drinking of the rivers of 
God's plea8ures> and shall we fill ourselves with wine, 
wherein there is excess X ? 

Ver. 2. Thejear of a king is as the roaring of a Ikn; 
whoso provoketh him to anger siuneth against his own 
soul, 

Solomon had probably seen too much evidence of a 
8edi£ious di^)osition in that people over which he reign^ 
ed, and therefore warns them again and again of the 
sin and danger of provoking kings to anger. Men 
I^ve such a degree of self-will and pride, that they can 
scarcely be prevailed upon to submit to the necessary 

* Isaiah xxviii. 7. 8. -f* Hos. vii, 5. 

% I Cor. z. 31. Eph. v. 8. Ps. sxxvL 8. 
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restfaints of their liberty. Liberty ii t^ valuable thing, 
but Ucentiousnetft h the riiin of nationa. 

If the fear occasicmed by the displeasure of a king is 
80 intolerable^ what must it be to encounter the wrath 
<^ Him whose vdee is not only like the roaring of a 
lion> but like the sound of many thunders. His rciee 
shakes the heaven and the earthy and neither men nor 
devils shall be able to ^idmre the tecrOTS of.it To dn 
against Christ is to sin not only SigainBt our lives^ but 
against our immortal soids*. 

Ver. 3. It it an honour for a mon io oeoiejrom strife, 
hut every fool wiil be meddling. 

It is an honour for a man to leave off strife before it 
be meddled with^ and to overlook these things that 
might stir up angert. But when a man is engaged in 
contenticm^ is it an honour fat him to give it up ? Will 
not the world say that we have a bad cause^ or weak 
arguments^ or a mean spirit^ if we have not the last 

WOTd? 

No matter what the world says, if the Spit it of God 
says other things. It is h^e declared to be honour- 
able for a man to give up a ddMte for the sake of peace 
and quietnesSk By so doing we testify our humility 
and meekness, our obedience to God, and ouraversimi 
to sin. Christ did not strive, nw cry, nor cause his 
voice to be heard in the street, and surely it is a man's 
bonour to imitate, as far as our weakness will allow, 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ. It was wise in 
Paul to make an acknowledgment of his error in speak* 
ing disrespectfully of the high priest, although that par- 
tial judge well deserved the sharpest reproof for his 
partiality and tyranny; and it would have been wise 
in Job's fri^ds to have yielded to the £oT€e of his con- 
vincing arguments^ rather than, by endeavouring to 

• E«v. L 1(W.80, f Q^vnl li-TO. II. 
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maintain their ^rors^ to expose themselvai tp the dii- 
pleasure of God, and to the jiiet mortificatum of being 
obliged to have recourse to the interceinions of that 
good man whom they had ao deeply injured. 

But every fool will be meddling; ix a focdis so self- 
oonoeited, ^lat he can bear no contradictioQ ; so imper- 
tinent, liiat he will have a hand in every other man's 
business ; so proud, that he cannot bear to be found in 
the wrong ; and so stubborn, that he will have the last 
word, although his lips ^ouM prove his destruction. 
Amaziah was fairly warned of the danger of meddling 
with the king of Israd, but he would not hear reason, 
nor cease f!rom strife, till he was brought with his kii^- 
dom to tixe verge of ruin. Zedekiah, die son of Che- 
naanah, entered into contexition with die good prof^et 
Micaiah, and had the insolence to strike that faibhfid 
servant of the Lord, but was soon after ccxnpelled to 
flee to an innet diamber to hide himselE 

This is one difference between wise men and fads: 
The fiyrmer are for peace, the latter are ordinarily keen 
for battle ^ This may be iQustmted firom the difier- 
ence between the behaviour of Nabal said David; Nab^l 
had a very bad tongue, for as Nabalwas hts name, so 
folly was widi him. He gave a very provddng answer 
to a very civU message from David, and thereby expos- 
ed himself and his fomily to ruin ; David had human 
nature, and his pasinons were too ^rce, but it was his 
honour that he was ecU9y pacified, and although he did 
not leave c^C(mtehtion, as he should have done, before 
It was meddled with, yet he left it off b0fin<e it came to 
a fatal extremity. 

Ver. 4. The sluggard wiU noi phm b^ return of ike 
cold, therefore shall he beg in harvest, and kava nothing. 
It is oae plain evidence of fi^th for a man to be dex- 
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trous in finding excases to shift off necessary work'. If 
a small inconveniency be allowed as an apology foridle>- 
ness^ excuses will never be wanting. 

The sluggard wDl not plow by reason of the cok^ 
and he will not sow because the ground is not in good 
order> and he will not weed his field because of ibe 
heat of summer^ and he will not reap in harvest because 
he cannot endure to bend his baek^ and is afraid of an 
headache. But is there any other useful business that 
can suit him^ since husbandry is so disagreeable ?: No, 
one business would oblige him to a sedentary li£e, an- 
other is attended with too tnuch fatigue^ a third k too 
mean for a gentleman^ a fourth requires a man to rise 
early in the morning. He will sleep or lean on his 
elbow^ or he will divert himself with any kind of sporty 
or he will talk till you are tired with him, or he will 
play at cards^ for although he abhors budness, he loves 
busy idleness. He will either do nothings or what 
is worse than nothing. 

But he that will not work must beg, and this ia sitlre- 
1y a mean emplojrment fen* a man that is aUe to wcHrk; 
but although he can conquer shame suffidently t» be« 
take himself to it> his misery is, that nobody will give 
him any thing, for why should drones eat the labour 
of the bees ? Even in harvest, when plenty smiles all 
around} and when the hearts, of men are enlarged wkh 
joy, and bestow liberal quantities of food npoa -tiieir 
beasts, the wretdied sluggard finds that eveiy man's 
bowels are shut against him. The industrious and 
disabled poor have then a good time^ for the law of 
God required the gleanings and leavings of the fblds 
to be allowed them ; but the same law requires that 
he who will not work should not eat. 

Spiritual sloth is discovered by this mark, and at- 
tended with the like misery. The careless Christian 
will not attend the house of God, by reason of the cold 
of winter^ or the heat of summer ; he will not keep up 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



CHAP. ZX.]] BOOK Of PROVERBS. 45 

the w^nrship ci God in his fisnnily becante he is encom* 
bered with worldly business ; or if shame and love of 
diarac^er t)blige him to perform those services which 
the eyes of men behold> there is so much attention of 
spirit necessary for the duties of the doset, that he can« 
not find in his heart to perform them at all, or to per* 
fonn them to any good purpose. What will become of 
sudi sluggards at the endof the world i Our Lord tellt 
us^ they will beg and have nothing*. 

Ver. 5. Counsel in the heart of man is Uke deep toater, 
hut a man of understanding tviU dram it out» 

The heart of man is a great deep^ and there are 
thoughts and devices in it as much past numbering aa 
the creeping thmgs and fishes in the sea. God alone 
seardies the heart, and tries the reins of the children of 
men. By one glance of his eye he pierces into the boC« 
torn of our souls^ and knows our thoughts infinitely 
bett^ than we ourselves. 

But although a man cannot go to the bottom of a 
deep w^, he may draw out some of its water for use 
by means of a bucket^ and al t h o ngh a man ouHiot pe- 
netrate into the bottem of another man's hearty he may 
find out some of his thouf^ts and contrivances^ his 
purposes and designs, or form such conjectures about 
them as are necessary to regulate his own moti<ms. A 
man of uuderstandingf witiurat the gift of pm^f^ieeir may 
know many things that are useful to be known about 
the counsels of those that are most desirous to conceal 
them. David discovered^ and rejHresented before his 
God die secret projects of his enemies against him, 
when both, the inwaord thought and the heart of every 
one of them was deep ; and Job saw clearly what his 
friends aimed at l^ all their flaming discourses about 
the misery of the widced^ before they named himself 
as the object of that vengeance which they describedt. 

* Matt. xxY. 1—11. t Job. xxi. 27, 28. 
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A ssmi of sagacity baa a knowlecige of hunuoi nature^ 
which aaaista him in finding out t^ contrivances and 
designs of partieukr men. He can avail himself of 
tbeir gcatuses, their general course of behtiviour^ their 
behaviour in partioular instances, and on sudden emer« 
gen^es^ their silence^ their woidsj even when they are 
disguisii^ their thoughts^ th^ ocnmections and com- 
pan^i tiieir interests and humours, to form our judgment 
of their thoughts and demgnst and by this means he is 
<ifteh eiuMed to guard himself and hk good name fiom 
the snares of the wicked. Wisdom is profitable, jtou 
ses) not mtj for ihe lifi» to come, but likewise for the 
ppeaent life; bat hypocrisy and dissimulation profiteth 
Mttle. It is often detected by men, it is always known 
to God ; and the di^ is coming in which he will make 
manifint the secrets of all hearts. 

V^. 6. Moit men mil proclaim eoery one his own 
goodness, but a faithful man who imn^nd. 

It is t^ery 'natinfal for jnen to have an high opinion 
of themsdvesr and dicre.are few men who have not a 
better c^mioii of their own worth than any other man 
has, but a man of consideration wiUl discern the folly of j 
self coneeit, and will be omtious df publishing his own 
imagined virtues to the world. 

There are few who liave the good sense to consider 
tiiese fact9, and therefoe it is very common in conver- 
sation to hear men prodaiming their own praises either 
directly, or by plain insinoations. If they are asham- 
ed to l^ilk of their own generosity and charity in an 
avowed manned, they catch at the good opini(m« and 
applause <^ other men, by a variety of methods, some- 
times commending virtue and goodness with a design 
of shewing their own love to it, at other times running 
down thdr neighbours^ £ut the want ofl these virtues, 
imagining that the depression of other men will be 
their own exaltation. Sometimes they insist! i:^n par- 
ticular instances of goodness, which they think, from 
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some known pieces of Aeir behaviour^ will be a mean of 
leading p^^cms to think of themselves^ and on other 
occasicHis^ Asy wiH take ooomon^ firom what others in 
die company are sayings to hale into die oonvei«atioii 
some of their own good deeds^ asif Aey had been led 
to moition them withoot any previous ctesign. 

Bat a fidtiifal man can rarely be fowtid. A man is 
nbt a proper witness in his own cause^ to he is ready 
to form, from tiie influence of self love> too good ssi opi« 
nion of himself. If the love of our wives or clnl^en 
covers their &iilts> and magnifies their vtrtues, self love 
mast have a stilt greater influence in bribkig our jodg« 
ments> so that an honest^ man's testkntmy <£ his own 
goodness can scarcely be taken. But among boasters, 
you will scarcdy find a man so hcmest as not to exceed, 
in his own praise, the bounds <£ what he hunsdlf knows 
to be fact 

The Scripture declares, tfiat a truly good man is rarely 
to be feund, and yet if men's own wcnrd could be taken, 
diere is scarcely a bad man to be found. We have 
ther^ore great need to be cautious in forming our judg- 
ment of ourselves, lest we deceive our own souls, and 
pass a science upon ourselves, opposite to that which 
our great judge will pass upon us at the last d^. 

Nor must we be rash in trusting men, and choosing 
fHends. He is one among a thousand, who possesses 
such kindness and integrity, as will entitle him to the 
character of a faithfbl friend. 

We learn, in the last place, from this proverb, to let 
strangers praise us, rather than our own lips, except 
when evident necessity obliges us ; for self praise will 
make an hundred to conceive a bad opinion, sooner 
than one wise man to entertain a good opinion of us. 

Ver. 7. The jhH man f^alketh in his integrit^f his 
children are blessed after him. 

The just man lives by the faith of the Son of God, 

2 
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for, like hii father Abraham, he believes in the Redeem* 
er, and his faith is counted to him for righteousness ; 
but although he is pronounced by God a righteous 
person, fat the sake of a righteousness not wrought by 
himself, yet he is not the less earnest in endeavouring 
to be holy in all manner of conversation, for he knows 
that those men deceive themselves who turn the grace 
of God into lasciviousness, and that he who doth right* 
teousness is righteous, even as God is righteous. 

The just man is a man of integrity, for he follows 
after perfection, although he knows that he cannot 
reach it and live. He does not think that a good and 
kind behaviour towards men, will compensate for the 
n^lect of his duty to God, any more than a social be- 
haviour will atone for disloyalty to his prince;, and 
therefore he mak^ it his daily practice to walk m b31 
good conscience before God, and to testify the utmost 
gratitude to him that loved us and died for us. At the 
same time, he ieeiu the fcnrce of that saying of Scripture, 
which is sufficient to strike an alarm into the most hard- 
ened consciences of those that neglect mmnlity whilst 
they profess religion, *^ If a man say I love God, and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar ^« The integrky of the 
just man, is not like the pretended int^^ity of the mo- 
ralist, for it includes piety, justice, sobriety, and a 
conscientious r^^rd, to every precept of God, without 
excluding those that appear to vain men to be of small 
importance, or those that most directly oppose the pre* 
vailing dispositicm of the mind. 

The just man walketh in his integrity, for his right* 
eousness is not like the morning doud, but like the 
light of the sun, which shineth more and more onto 
the perfect day. God tries him, the devil and the wcnrld, 
and the flesh, solicit him to sin, but he will not turn 

♦ 1 John i?. 20. 
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aside into the ways of iniqui^^ or if he shouldj he 
will not continue to walk in them^ bat returns with 
bitter re^et to that good and straight way, which 
leadeth unto life, and continues in that path till the end 
of his life^ for his heart is set upon it, and upon that 
h^venly city to which it leads. As for such as turn 
aside unto their crooked ways, it is plain from Scripture 
that they never really knew the way of life *• 

Blessed is the man that fears the Lord. He is bles« 
sed in die day of prosperity, and in the day of adversity ; 
he is blessed in life and death ; he is blessed after 
dea^t^ for he rests in his bed^ and enters into peace. 
His soul is blessed in heaven^ and he leaves blessings 
to his children upcm earth. If the children of Jehu, 
who never took heed to walk in the law of the Lord, 
were blessed with outward prosperity, to the fourth 
generation, how much more may the truly godly ex- 
pect a blessing to their seed ? It is said of the wicked 
nu^ that God layeth up iniquity for his children, he 
rewardeth him^ and he shall know it ; and will the God 
Brho delights in mercy, exercise less kindness to his 
own people, than severity to the wicked ^ Far from it t. 
Whilst the rich man rejoices that he hasmnch trea- 
sure laid up in his house^ to be enjoyed by his family 
after hiiy, the godly man has much more reason to be* 
lieye that God has a treasure of blessings laid up for 
his cliildren. 

Avfi you children of the godly ? know ye the God 
of your fathers, and plead this promise at his throne of 
B^ercy J. 

. Ver« 8. A king that dittlh in the throne qf judgment 
sqaUereihan>ay all evil with his eyes. 

Kings have majesty in their countenances^ and when 

* I John ii. 19. t Exod. zx. 5. 6. 

X 1 Chron. xx?iii. 9. % Chion. vL 42. 
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tfaey preserve their dignity of character^ their eyes ore 
terrible to die breakers of the law. This awe of roy- 
alty is imjH-essed by God upon the minds of men, for 
the peace and ben^t of human society, and kings are 
obliged to use that authority with which the Most High 
has dignified them as his ministers, for the encoura^- 
mentofvhtae and the suppression of vice. Kings in our 
days don't sit on the throne of judgment in thdr own 
persons, but by delegates, but both they and those who 
axe employed by them as judges, are bound to observe 
this' rule. Kii^ are accountable for the choice they 
make of persons to be employed under them for the 
administration of justice, and those that serve them 
must account also to the King of all the earth. 

How tremendous is that Eternal King, whose eyes 
are like a flame of fire, and how shall sinners be able to 
stand bef<Mre him, at whose {presence the heaven and ^tie 
earth flee away, and no place is found fbr them ! How 
can men presume that the Judge of all the earth will 
auSbr sin to go unpunished, when he wiQ not permit 
bis vicegerents on earth, to leave open wickedness to 
go unpunished. But eiffthly kings can punish only 
die outward enormities of men's lives. The universal 
Judge brings every work into judgment, with every se^ 
cret thing. Earthly kings reach only the body, but 
the King of heaven can ^testroy both soul and body in 
hell fire. 

Ver. 9. Who can say, I have made my keari clean, I 
am pure from my sin? 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
for we wore ccmceived and shapen in iniquity, and un- 
less our hearts are made clean, we must remain for ever 
abominable in the sight dP the most hcdy Ood. The 
depravity of the human race is not hare expressly as'- 
serted, but it is taken for granted, as an incontest^' 
able truth. 
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The call of God to sliiners is^ Wash ye, make you 
dean; Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, purify your 
hearts, ye double minded. But neither our righteous* 
ness nor our strength lies in ourselves. Except Christ 
wash us, we have no part in him, and remain under 
the reigning power of sin. But even those that are 
washed by his blood and spirit, cannot say that they 
have made their hearts so dean, that they are entirely 
pure from their sin. They are daily employed in cleans^ 
ing themselves firom all pollutions, and yet the leprosy 
{^ sin will cleave to their earthly tabernacles, till they 
are pulled down by death. 

If sin dwells in the best of us, our dependence must 
be on the grace of the Redeemer, by whose blood our 
sins are expiated, and by whose powerful agency we 
crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts* Purity 
of heart ought to be our constant sudy, for so far as our 
hearts are deansed, we are pure from our sin ; and un« 
der all the imperfections of our holiness, we have ve^^ 
son to join thanksgiving with our sorrows, for although 
no man on earth can lay claim to perfect purity, yet 
every believer in Jesus has abundant encouragement 
to hope that he shall be presented in due time, without 
spot or bl^idish, before the throne of God. 

Ver. 10. Divers weights and divers measures^ hoik of 
them are alike abomination to the Lord, 

Once hath God spoken, yea twice have we heard this,, 
that unjust weights are detested by God *; and it is 
plain that unfair measures come under the same ccm« 
demnation. But here they are expressly menti<med> so 
that no man can pretend to observe the letter of the 
law, whilst he transgresses the spirit of it. If a man 
keeps one measure or weight for selling, and another 
for buying, or if he keeps one for selling to people 

* Chap. xL 1. xYi* !!• 
c 2 
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that haye too much skill to be cheated, and another for 
selling to the ignorant and unwary, he exposes himself 
to the hot anger and severe vengeance of God, who 
hates all unrighteousness, especially that whichiies in 
perverting the means of justice ♦. 

If the perversion of the instruments of just trade is 
detestable to God, how much does he abhor the per- 
version of law and justice, and every kind of partiality 
in those whotai he entrusts with the adminstration of 
government, in church or state. Injustice in merchants 
is very bad, but unrighteousness in those that bear the 
sword for God, or rule in the name of Christ, is a great 
deal more dishonourable to God, and offensive to the 
eyes of his glory. 

Ver. 1 1 . Even a child is known hy his doings, whether 
his work be pure and whether it be right. 

Except ye be converted, says our Lord, and become 
as little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. Sincerity is one of those qualities wherein we 
ought to resemble children, for they cannot disguise 
their inclinations, but a little attention to their childish 
talk and behaviour will enable a person to discover 
their present dispositions, and to form a probable con- 
jecture concerning their future behaviour. 

One thing appears in the behaviour of children with 
too much evidence, that they are the descendants of 
Adam. The selfishness, vanity, and revengefiil spi- 
rit, that appears in all of them, are lineaments of the 
iihage of the first transgressor. But there is a very great 
difference among them in their temper, which may be 
Justly considered as an indication of a greater difier- 
cnce in the manner of their conduct, when they arrive 
lit manly yeai^. Some are kind and obliging, and easily 
maifaged, others are intractable, sullen, and spiteful ; 

• Micah yu 
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and it is the duty of parents to improve and cherish 
the good dispositions which they discover, and to 
check every appearance of vice^ before it is matured 
by time into settled habits. Parents generally consider 
the genius and inclinations of their children, to direct 
them in- the choice of a profession, but they ought to 
be no less careful to consider their turn of mind in 
their earliest years, to direct themselves in their religi?- 
ous education. Herein several parents discover their 
partial fondness for their children, regarding with ap« 
plause every appearance of goodness as a happy pre« 
sage^ but con^dering every instance of perverse beha« 
viour as an instance of childish ignorance, which time* 
will reform of .course ; but Solomon tells us, that their 
bad, as well as their good behaviour, when they shall 
become men, may be conjectured from their childish 
doings. . . ^ 

Children of a pleasant disposition may disappoint 
the expectations that have been formed of them, but in 
that case parents may generally thank themselves for 
n^lecting toav£ul themselves of their good dispositions, 
to , graft on them religious instructions, or for permit^- 
ting them to fall into the dangerous society of those 
that not only live in sin, but, like Jeroboam, make Is-- 
' rael to sin. 

When bad dispositions appear in children, it is ne^ 
cessary for parents to use betimes those means which 
God has appointed for reclaiming them. The rod and 
reproof give wisdom ; and when these, and the like 
means, are neglected, or not accompanied with ferv.ent 
prayer,, parents have great reason to Reflect on them- 
selves with shame, if thdr children prove thorns in their 
eyes, when theur vices have attained the vigour of riper 
years, and confirmed custom. 

There is an old proverb that says, a young saint 
makes an old devil, but Solomon was not the author 
of it. CS 
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Ver. 12. The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, (he 
Lord hath made even both of than. 

And did he not make every other part of our bodies, 
as well as the eye and the ear ? No doubts but we ought 
not to rest in general truths^ when we contemplate the 
wonderful works of God. It is highly proper for us, 
to survey with attention the particulars of what the 
Lord h^th done for us, and we shall find abundant ma« 
terials for gratitude and praise, in every member of our 
bodj^Tin every faculty of our soul, and in every event 
c^ our life. 

It is said that the famous physician Galen learned 
the absurdity of atheism from the consideration of the 
''human eye. The structure of it clearly displays the 
amazing wisdom of God, and his goodness shines with 
no less brightness in the pleasures and advantages de« 
rived from the ministry of this admirable organ. The 
ear is th^t sense by ifirhich we enjoy the pleasures of so« 
ciety and friendship, by which we learn the most lnte« 
resting and entertaining truths^ and by which we re« 
ceive the instructions of life. 

It is by the kind agency of pur Maker that our eyes 
see, and our ears hear, for in him we live and move. 
When he pleases to withhold his influence, we see, and 
do not perceive, like Hagar'at Beer-lahai*roi. We hear 
a voice, and know not what it says, like the companions 
of Saul in his journey to Damascus. 

To use these inkruments of sense as inlets to temp* 
tation and din, is as unnatural as for infants to rend 
that breast which gives them suck. How shocking is 
it to deserve the reproof that the prophet gave to Bel« 
shazzar f ** The God in whose hand thy breath is, and 
all thy ways, hast thou not glorified." We are God's 
creatures. Our senses are his ; our souls are his ; all* 
our enjoyments are from his bounty, and our activity 
depends upon his all-governing providence. WhcUier, 
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therefore^ we see, or hear, or think on those objects 
which we are acquainted with, by means of our bodily 
senses, ex the exercise of our raticmal powers, let us 
mind above every thing, the glory of God. 

Ver. 13. Love noi ikep, lest thou come to poverty, 
open thine eyes, and thou shak be satisfied with bread. 

Sleep, must be taken, but not loved. Sleep, as well 
as food, is necessary for refreshing our firail bodies, but 
neither food nor sleep must be used for their own sakei , 
nor must we be intemperate in either of them. Sleep 
taken in a moderate degree, is the nurse of nature, it re- 
cruits our animal powers, and prepares us for the la-i 
hours of life; but excess of sleep enervates the body, 
and stupifies our souls, and is loved only by sluggards. 
We have iieceived time and talents from God, to be 
used accordmg to his direction, and to waste the one» 
and bury the other^ is a very great sin ; and yet by 
immoderate sleep^ we do both in some d^;ree, for all 
the time that we sleep beyond what is needful for us, 
our talents are unemployed, and the time of our life is 
running on in vam. Long life is universally desired^ 
and death set at as great a distance as possible, but the 
lover of sleep voluntarily gives up a considerable part of 
his life, and during all the time that he wastes in needless 
sleep, he might as well be in the state of death, for any 
ihinghe dpes, dr enjoys. I remember Dr. Doddridgegives 
this reason for his being able tp write so many books, 
notwithstanding all the weighty employments that were 
constantly lying on him, that he found a great differ- 
ence between rising at five, and rising at eight in the 
morning, the one making several years more in the 
course of a life than the other. 

Poverty and hunger, in the course of things, accord- 
ing to the righteous appcnntment of providence, are the 
ordinary consequences of too much sleep; plenty and sa- 
tisfaction, the consequences of early rising. Open thine 
C4 
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eyes^ rise and go to work, for he that gets out of bed^ 
and sits idle at the fire-side> is still sleeping, even when 
he is awake. But he that rises to his employment, shall 
have bread for himself and his family. It is not said, he 
shall have every thing that an unbridled appetite might 
crave, but he«hall have, by the blessing of God, bread 
to eat, and raiment to put on. These things would 
have satisfied Jacob, although he was brought up in a 
very rich family, and these things will generally satis* 
fy a man diligent in his business, for his work makes 
both sleep and food pleasant to him. 

If persons that love their work, should prove unsuc- 
cessful in business, or be disabled from working, they 
will meet with pity and relief, whilst starving sluggardi, 
are hated and despised. 

Ver. 14. It is naughty it is naught, saiih the buyer, 
bui tvhen lie is gone his way, then he boasteth. 

Solomon was a teacher to men of all ranks, for he 
was acquainted with the life and manners of men in 
'ev€»y profession, and writes instructive proverbs for 
merchants as well as kings. There is .one piece of 
firaud censured in this verse, which is v^ry common 
with the lower sort of dealers, and is scarcely reckoned 
a piece of unrighteousness. It is the art of buyers to 
get a good bargain, by depreciating the commodity 
which they mean to purchase. The inspired moralist, 
that he might come home to men's bosoms, gives us 
their very words, " \\ is naught, if is naught" What is 
the ill of saying this ? Why, if it be not true, it must 
certainly be a lie, and no lie is of the truth, nor any ly- 
ing habit consistent with the character of an honest 
man. Men may, if they please, form to themselves rules 
of morality from the general practice of the world, but 
these are not the rules by which they must be judged 
at the last day. ' If we were heathens, we could not be ex- 
cused in using little tricks that come not within the com- 
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pass oi the criminal law^ but we are Christians, and our 
bibles testify against them^ and threaten punishment 
to those that go beyond and defraud their brother. In« 
deed^ very little is to be made by such poor artifices 
but guilt, for they are so common that almost every 
man sees through them. 

The people that use these pitiful tricks in making a 
bargain, don't think there is much evil in them» for' 
they boast of their art and good fortune. But men's 
shutting their eyes will not alter the nature of things. 
Ephraim became a merchant, the balances of deceit 
were in his hand, he loved to oppress, and yet he would 
not have it said, that any iniquity was to be found in 
him that were sin ; there was either no sin in his con- 
duct, or if there was any, it was very venial *. Men 
bless and applaud themselves in their dexterity to im- 
pose upon their neighbours, but what says the spirit 
of God about them ? " Woe to them that caU evil good, 
and good evil." Whilst they boast of the goodness of 
die commodities which they formerly called naught, 
they denounce this woe against themselves. 

The spirit of this proverb includes in it, a condem- 
nation of the like methods that sellers use to get bad 
commodities disposed of. When a man commends his 
wares above their value, or gives a false account of the 
price which they cost bim, or of the price that he was 
ofiRnred for them, or when he uses deceitful means to 
conceal their bad properties, he is dealing unrighteous- 
ly, and seeking the gain of extortion, by which he is 
not so likely to fill his purse as to wound his character, 
and bring the curse of God upon his substance. 

Ver. 15. There is gold, and a multitude of rubies, but 
the lips of knofpledge are a precious jerveL 

It is a great deal easier to spread riches than wisdom 

■ ♦ Hog. xii. 
c 5 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



56 - EXPOSITION OF TUB [[CHAP« f^^.. 

through a nation. In the days of tbe wisest of kingly, 
silver was plenteous as the stones^ but wis4om was still 
a rare commodity*. Yet Solomon nev£r ceased toiq« 
culcate the su^rior value of wisdom^ but such is tba 
depravity of man's understandings that the gifts offor.^ 
tune are generally preferred to those of the mind^ and 
you will find many that learn the art of being richj for 
one that acquires the lips of knowledge. 

The wisest and richest of kings^ inspired by th^ Au« 
tl^or of wisdom and riches, frequently reminds U3> that 
the lips directed by true koowledge, are a more pre* 
cious Jewel than any that can be found in the mines of 
the east ; and a deep impression of this truth would be 
of very great adyantage to our souls. When a man va- 
lues gold and rubies above wisdom, he lies exposed to 
a thousand temptations of a very dangerous kind, for 
he is like a blind man that knows not whither he goes> 
and will leap into a pit, if he imagines that mcmey is at 
the. bottom of it, because he sees not how deep it it^ 
and how impossible it will be to get out But he that, 
prefers the lips of knowledge to riches, has his eyes in 
his head, and steadily observes the ways of religion and 
happiness. 

Did we really believe this truth we would not grudge 
time, and expense, and labour, in obtaining wisdom for 
our own benefit and the use of others, and would ac- 
count a wise and faithful friend, one of the most pre- 
cious treasures. The word of God would be valued bm 
it deserves, and the world would lose its tempting in- 
fluence. 

Ver. 16. Take Jui garment that is surety Jbr a siran*. 
ger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman. 

We lately heard that the love of sleep will soon re- 
duce a man to poverty and hunger. It is not, however, 

• £ocl.yu.28. 
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tht speediest method of becoming poor^ for nothing will 
SO 80<m ruin a man's estate and credit, as rash surety* 
sfaap. If joa see a man that engages in cattticmry for 
one thatisa stranger to him^ and especially for a strange 
woman, trust him not if he should swear, and <^er yoa 
the surest bonds for payment; he will in a very short 
time become a banknqpt, and therefore lend him no« 
thing, and if you sell him any thing without ready mo* 
ney, be sure to have a sufficient pledge. You may ev^i 
take his garment without any breach of charity, for the 
law about restoring the garment taken by way of pledge, 
was made for the benefit of the poor and unfbrtunate,and 
not for those diat are running to ruin by their own wil- 
ful folly. If a man, by an excess of generosity, hurts 
himself by engaging in suretyship for his friends, he 
plays the fool, and yet he may be pitied ; but how can 
that man expect pity, who squanders away his substance 
for the sake of people with whom he has no connexion, 
or of bad women, with whom it is infamous to have any 
dealings? 

Ver. !?• Bread of deceit is sweet to a man, but qfm 
terfoards his mouth shall beJiUed with gravel. 

There is some kind of pleasiure in. sin, by which the 
devil draws men into his snares, and keeps them entang- 
led. There are indeed some sins in which we cannot 
discover any pleasure, but those who practise them 
appear to love the devil's service so well, that they will 
do his work without any wages; such are proiane swear- 
ers, and the agents for infidelity; but sinners in general 
must have some present enjoyment from their sins, to 
coo^pensate for the guilt and danger of them. 

A man would not do a piece of injustice without the 

prospect of some gain and satisfaction from it, and 

when he has gained what he expected^ he feels some 

pleasure from it, and applauds himself for his wit and 

C6 
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•uccess ; for his present advantage drowns for a time the 
th6ught9 of what shall come to pass hereafter. 
' Bat men should always remember^ that the time now 
present^ was some years ago far distant^ and yet is now ' 
come, and our feelings of pain and an^ish are as lire* 
ly as ever, and the time to come will one day be pro« 
sent, and bring its sensations of happiness and misery 
along with it. He is rather a brute than a rational 
creature, who would rather .be happy for a day, and mi* 
serable for the rest of his life, than deny himself the 
present pleasures which are sure to bring lasting misery 
in their train. Such are the gains of dishonesty ; they 
are like pleasant bread in the mouth of the covetous 
man, but his teeth are afterwards tormented with gra- 
vel, and his belly is racked with pains more grievous 
than those of the fiercest diseases that ever preyed on 
the human constitution. Providence usually crosses and 
disappoints unrighteous men, and makes them to vomit 
up the riches which they have swallowed down, and 
they produce a worm in the conscieiice, that gnaws 
the soul with teeth more poisonous than those of the 
viper. 

Zophar uses every terrible image to illustrate the 
miseries of the unjust man, and yet all are insufficient 
to describe the terrors of that vengeance, which the 
wrath of God inflicts on those who have the presump- 
tion to think, that any advantage can be gain^ by sin* 
ning against God, and wronging their fellow creatures^ 

▼er. 18. Every purpose is established by counsel^ and 
with good advice make war. 

Wisdom lies, in the first place, in forming right pur* 
poses, and secondly, in devising, and executing prop» 
plans for bringing these good purposes to pass. However 
good our designs are, yet rashness and inconsidera^on 
will be sure to render them abortive ; and, besides our % 
own witdoni; it is necessary for us^ in all matters of im« 
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portance, to take the advice of the wise and upright* 
If we have such a high opinicm <^ our own wisdom, 
that wethink we have no need of counsd ftom other 
mien/ we prove ourselves fools of the worst kind, for 
there is more hofj^ of any other kind of fools, than of 
those that are wise in their own conceit Do we rem 
stnan wisdom to ourselves i are we wiser than Solo« 
nkmi who had too much sense to think himsdf above 
the need of a privy council of the wisest men in the 
nation* ? 

Above all things, war is to be made with good ad^ 
vice, for the want of which, many nations have been^ 
brought to desolation. It is one of the greatest judg« 
ments to a land, when the wise counselors of it are re- 
moved, or infatuated, or when the soverdgns <^ it are 
so unwise as not to nuike use of their counsels. Re* 
hoboam, foolish as he was, had the sense to make use 
of his father's instruction in this point, although he had 
neglected it a little before, in another affair of no less 
consequence. By his neglect of it, he lost -ten tribes, 
but his observing it afterwards, was the mean of pre- 
serving his authority in the other twa 

We have need of good advice in our spiritual warfare, 
for our enemies are incomparably superior to us in 
strength and skill. We may receive great benefit from 
the ootmsels of some of our fellow soldiers, but the word 
and Spirit of God are infinitely the best counsellors in this, 
and in every other point. They only shall overcome, who 
af« strong in the Lord, and use those divine weapons 
that God has prepared for our defence, and cry for God's 
help against the enemy. These are the counsds given 
us by the Spirit of God, and as our success entirely de- 
pends upon his help, we must comply with his instruc- 
tions. 

'■:^ . ^ 

* 1 Kings xu» 
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Ven.19. He^at goOhabotUas alalfi-bear^ rwetUeik 
secreU, ihacefort meddU not with him thaifiaUereth with 
Us lips. 

Flatterers are generally tale4)earer8« They sooA and 
GareBsaman tofisb hissecretsoutof hiiB^ and they t^ 
tbe secrete which they have got by these base means, 
ta the next compioiion they meet> and perhaps make 
very ooiisiderd^le additions to them, foe they take the 
Ijb^rty to add conjectures of their own to what they: 
have heard. By spreading their stories, they sow the 
seeds of contention wnong neighbours, and thmr words 
are as wounds which go down into the innermobt parts 
of the belly. 

Beware, then, of those flatterers, that cajole you with 
good words, and i&ir speeches. Self love makes us flat* 
terers of ourselves, and disposes us to be well pleased 
with those that comply with all our humours, assent to 
all our opinions, and ^prove of all our actions. But 
those who speak us fair are not our friends, but for the 
most part the most dangerous enemies we have^ If 
we give them our company, we are very likely to hear 
stories about ourselves that will vex us ; if we tdl them 
any of our secrets, we may be sure of having them 
divulged, and represented to.our disadvantage. When 
th^ tell us stories about ojjj^er people, we may judge 
how they will behave to us, for when they were in the 
company of these persons, they flattered them as much 
as they now flatter us, and by their pretences of friend* 
ship, they made a shift to pick up these tales with 
which we are now entertained. 

It is an excess of se]f love, that makes the company 
ofaflatt^er tolerable. Itisthewan'toflovetoourneight 
hours that makes us bear with tale bearers,, but if we 
will not discountenance them for the sake of ourneigh-i 
bouts, let us do it for our own, £9r they will mete out 
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out to other men '*.. 

Wex. 20. WhojsQ curseth his father or hh moiher^hU 
Ufmp shall be put out in obscure darkness. 

ForamanBottohoiiQiir bia&tberand his mother^ ia 
a viol^tjon o£ one of the teoL commandments in the letter . 
of it. A cureii was prcmounted from mount Ebal upon 
him that setteth %ht hy his father or his mother : The 
miao^able condition of the Africans^ and the negroes 
in America^ is a monument to this day oE God's ^dg« 
iQ^ta, upon a man^ who lived 40OO. years ago, fiwr 
discpverii^ his i^tber's shame. But is it possible 
that any man can rise to such a pitch of impiety, as to 
curse his father or his mother ? It seems it is. But wo 
to. them who are chargeable with it. Had th^ lived 
under the Mosaic law, they must have died without 
merc^ t. But if they live in our timeSj their sin is not 
the less, and although they should escape punishment 
from men, they shall not esogpe the vengeance of the 
Father and King of the universe. 

IVhen those Crimea that deserve death are unpunish* 
ed by men, the perpetrators of them are not always so. 
safe as they expect ; God often permits them to fall in<7 
to other crimes, that bring them to the gallow8,^as we 
may learn from the confessions and last speeches of 
many malefactors who have lamented their disobedience 
to their parents, as the first step to their ruin, or ac- 
knowledged other crimes worthy of death, besides these 
for which they suffer. But if Uiose who treat the in« 
struments of dieir being with insult and outrage, should 
escape every visible testimony of vengeance in this life, 
their lamp shall be extinguished in the blackness of 
darkness. The punishment prepared for all impeni* 
t^t sinners, is described in Scripture by this gloomy. 

• Piov. xiii 11. t Lev. XX. 9. 
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itnage ; but surely there arc regions of thicker darkness 
than the rest in hell itself, for those who are guilty of 
crimes that would shock the ordinary run of sinners. 

Vcr. ^l. An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the 
beginning, but the end thereof shall not be blessed. 

We have been often told, that no profit can be made 
by the wages of unrighteousness ; but experience seems ^ 
to contradict this truth, for we have seen or heird of 
several that have amassed great treasures by fraud 
and extortion. 

This does not, however, militate against any thing 
which the inspired moralist h^ said, for he never 
me^nt to deny that treasures may be obtained by wick- 
edness. They that will be rich may get riches by 
dieating and lying, by fraud and oppression, by grind« 
ing the faces of the poor, and by toiling their poor ser- 
vants till they groan under their hard bondage. These 
and a thousand other ways of getting, and saving un- 
justly, may put money in their pockets, but the fact is 
th^t it is of no use to them, when they have got it. 

Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, for a very 
plain reason, because they are not attended with the 
blessing of God, and it is only this blessing that pre- 
serves "^ches and makes them a comfort to men. It is 
far better to have nothing, than to have the riches of 
kingdoms without the blessing of God, for those that 
want it, will find every thing they have a curse. 

But you will say, how do they succeed in getting an 
eJBtate without the blessing of God ? wait a little, and 
it will be seen that there is no blessing in what they 
have got If they have been heaping up mountains of 
gold, they will be found only mountains of snow, 
yvhich the curse of God will soon melt. He shall not 
be rich, neither shall his substance continuci neither 
shall he prolong the perfection thereof upon the earth ; 
what he gets unjustly shall not only be blasted, but it 
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shall blast every thing that he had got by fair means. 
Ahab lost not only the garden of Naboth^ but his life, 
and kingdom^ and famiiy, by his wickedness. 

Beware of anxiety about wealth, for covetousness 
disappoints itself. It leads men to poverty, by pushing 
them on to unfair methods of gaining money. Stronger 
arguments might be advanced, and will be found in 
this book, against this sin, but this argument will have 
a deeper impression upon the minds of some persons, 
than any other. It is addressed to the only ear by 
whidi the covetous man can hear, for he is deaf tp 
every thing but what concerns the mammon of un- 
righteousness. If he believes any thing that God says, 
he must see that he is taking a very foolish course, 
when he endeavours to enrich himself by those very 
means that are declared in Scripture to be the surest 
methods of bringing poverty and ruin. 

Ver. 22. Sai/ not thou, I will recompense evil, but wait 
on the Lord, and he shall save thee. 

If private revenge were allowed, it would soon fiH 
the land with confusion and blood ; for whilst men's 
piassions are kindled by the smart of a fresh injury, 
they cloud the judgment, and hurry on those who are 
under their power, to the most dangerous irregularis 
ties. By indulging them, we would be driven on to 
make very disproportionable returns for the wrongs 
done to us ; we might wreck our vengeance on the 
blameless, as David would have done, if Abigail had 
not disarmed his ftiry ; we might bring upon ourselves 
the guilt of the bloodiest crimes, and make ourselves 
miserable through all the remainder of our days. Most 
wisely, therefore, and graciously we are foibidden to 
avenge ourselves, or so much as to say that we will do 
it. It is a bad thing to have any thought of revenge^ 
but if we say, or swear, that we will take satisfaction 
at our own band from him that has offimded us^ we are 
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entangled in & dangerooa snare by the devil, who will 
endeavour to persuade us that our honour is doubly 
engaged by the provocation received, and by our 
word to take revenge. 

To say that we will recompense evil, is the same 
diing with saying, that we will step into the throne of 
God, and wrest his thunderbolts out of his hand, to 
hurl them against all that we judge to be our enemies ; 
for vengeance is mine, saith the Lord, and I will re* 
payit ^ 

But our corrupt hearts are dexterous in mustering 
up objections against our duty, and the inspired writ* 
ers are equally dexterous in answering them. If I suf- 
fer the wrongs done to my credit and estate to pass 
unrevenged, says one, I expose myseii to every shaft 
of inalic^, and may expect still greater injimes than 
those I have alDgady.xeceived. There is no fear of 
that> says Solomon, wait cm the Lord, and he shall 
save thee. Art thou defrauded in thy bterests ? wait 
on the Lord who gives and takes away at his pleasure, 
and he will make up, if he sees it good for thee, all 
thy loss* Amaziah, king of Judah, was none of the 
best of men, and yet at the persuasion of a prophet <^ 
the Lord, he could part with an army that cost him an 
hundred talents, because the Lord could easily give 
him much more than that. Art thou wronged in thy 
credit ? Trust in the Lord, and he shall bring forth 
tby righteousness to the light, as you find he did in 
' the cases of Job, and David, and Mephibosheth. What* 
ever injury you have felt, or fear, commit thyself to 
God with a calm and forgiving spirit, and.he will eith^ 
prevent your fears^ or make a rich amends for the ma- 
lice of your enemies ; only you must give him his own 
time for doing it, £or he that b^lieveth does not make 
haste, but waits God's leisure, as it well becon^ei us to 
do when ii is God wbom we trust. 
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. We must not wait on the Lord for destructicm to our 
enemies. Darid was blessed with divine inspiration, 
and had directions for praying against some of his 
spiteful enemies^ but herein we are not to consider him 
as a pattern for us.- We have the noble example of our 
JiOrd Jesus Christy who rendered not railing for rail- 
ing, but prayed for his persecutorsi leaving us an ex- 
ample that we should follow his steps. Wait on the 
Lord, and whatever way he deals with thine enemies^ 
he shall save thee, and diat is all thou canst reasonably 
desire. 

Will you still insist that it is better to secure your« 
self against new iiguries, by revenging the old ? The 
question is clearly this^: Is your safety and protection 
best lodged in God's hand or your own ? By indul- 
gbg your revengeful spirit, you do yourself a greater 
hurt than your greatest enemy can do you« for you 
Ratify his ill-nature, when you suffer it to make a deep 
impression on y9ur spirit, withput which it could do 
you little or no hurt ; but by committing your cause to 
God, you turn his ill will to your great advantage, 
making it an occasion for the exercise of the noblest 
(([races, which are. attended with the sweetest fruits, 
and with the rich blessing of God. 

Ver. 23, Divers weights are an abomination to the 
Lords and a Jake balance is not good. 

Ixyustice is a poisonous weed, that springs up very 
plenteously in the heart of men, ^nd it needs great 
pains to pluck it up, and the mspired writer doea not 
gmdge his pains for this purpose. When he might 
hav^ been dazzling us with new discoveries of surj^is* 
ing txuths in every sentence, he repeats the same warn* 
ings over and over, to reclaim men from every instance 
of dishonesty. How inexcusable will the ui^ust trader 
be, if be continues unrefonned, after all that the Spirit 
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of God has inculcated so frequently for his convictic»i. 
and amendment *. 

Ver. 2*. Man's goings are of the Lord, how can a 
man then understand his ofvn way f 

The steps of all men are ordered by the Lord. Bad 
men are under the dominion of his providence^ as well 
as good men who rejoice in his sovereignty, and he has 
a righteous hand in the most unrighteous actions of 
men. They sit deliberating and contriving, but they 
are under the eye of God, who laughs at their impious 
imaginations, and without suspending the freedom of 
their wills, determines them to concur in the execution 
of his holy and immutable purposes. They Jtnow not^ 
when they are consulting, how they will determine j 
and when they have determined, whether they shall be 
steady in their purpose ; and when they are fixed in 
their minds, whether they shall be able to perform 
what they intend ; and if they perform it, whether it 
shall answer their intention, or some purpose entirely- 
opposite to what they designed* But known unto God 
are all the thoughts that come or shall come into the 
minds of men, and how far their measures shall pros* 
per, and what shall be the event and consequence^ of 
them. All the affairs of particular persons, and all the 
weighty businesses of states and kingdom are in his 
hand like the potter's clay, to be moulded into any 
shape he pleases. And he will manage every thing 
wisely for his own glory, justly towards men, and gnu 
ciously towards his own people. 

Go to now, ye that say we will do this or the other 
thing, without any impression of God's sovereignty, or 
dependence on his providence. It is pretumpticm in yoa 
to dream that your motions are undier your own sov&p 
reign direction. Are you sure that yoa will be in the 

• Ver. 10. 
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same mmd an hour hence^ that you are in at present i 
Alexander the Great went to Jerusalem with an inten- 
tion to wreak the fury of his revenge upon the people 
of God^ and when he arrived^ he shewed them greater 
fitvour than he ever did to another conquered nation. 
But if your resolutions should continue the same^ do 
you live and move in yourselves^ that you can be sure 
of the continuance of your life^ and ability for doiog 
what you propose ? The kings and princes of the 
world sought to destroy our holy religion in its infancy^ 
but the emperors who ruled the world were driven 
from their thrones, or chased out of the world, and of 
the kingdom of our Redeemer there shall be no end ; 
for he that sits in heaven, saw from his dwelling place 
all their foohsh contrivances, and baffled all their efforts, 
and said, *^ Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill 
<^ Zion." If you should be able to accomplisli your de« 
signs, are you sure that they will have the effects you 
propose. The rulers of the Jews crucified Christ to 
gratify their spite, and to secure their place and nation 
from the Romans, but Christ conquered every enemy 
by his cross, and the Almighty executed the most tre- 
mendous vengeance by the hands of the Romans on tlie 
murderers of his beloved Son. 

A conviction of this truth would make us to acknow- 
ledge the L<»'d in all our ways, and to endeavour to 
walk before him unto all pleasing. It would raise us 
above ^those strong temptations which have all their 
force from the fear of men's displeasure, or the hope of 
their favoiu*. It would make the believer in Christ 
dieerful under every cross, whilst he could say, my 
heavenly Father rules all, and mine enemies can do 
nothing without his providence. It would raise us 
above all earthly confidences, being persuaded that the 
kindest and moat powerful friends can do nothing for 
us, but as God pleases to incline and enable them. This 
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tradi has also a mighty influence to destroy our con* 
fidence in our own strength and wisdom. The children 
of Israel made great promises to God at mount Sinai^ 
but they soon broke them, for the Lord had not given 
them eyes to see, nor cars to hear, nor hearts to under- 
stand ♦. Peter was very sincere in promising to cleave 
to Christ, although all men should forsake him, but by 
his self-confidence, provoked God to withhold the suc- 
cours of his grace, and was left to behave, not like a 
rock, but like the slender twig which bends before the 
gentlest blast. 

Ver. ^ff. Il is a snare lo the man who devoureih that 
n/hich is holy, and after vows to make inquiry. 

Stealing and robbery are crimes so detestable and 
pernicious to men, that they are every where severely 
punished. But God is greater than men, and to rob 
God is a greater and more dangerous crime than those 
by which our fellow men are wronged in their sub- 
stance. But will a man rob God ? Can any man be so 
bold as to try it| or so mighty as to accomplish it ? 
Malachi complains that this crime was very common 
in his time, and there are too many instances of it, even 
in these latter days. He that gives to the poor lends un- . 
to the Lord, and that which is appropriated to the ser- ' 
vice of the Gospel and the support of the ministry, be« 
longs unto God, and should be given to his servants 
as the receivers of his revenues, and therefore, when 
the poor are cheated of their dues, or those that labour 
in the gospel are deprived of their hire, or any thing 
alienated that was justly devoted to the service of God, 
a robbery is attempted, and, in some sense, executed, 
upon God himself, who cannot be pleased with so base 
and ungrateful conduct towards him, from whom we re« 
ceive every thing that we possess. 

• Deut xtix. 
1 
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The man who applies to his own use^ and devours 
that which is holy, is greatly mistaken if he thinks 
himself a gainer. He is just in the same degree a 
gainer by his dishonest conduct| as the siHy bird, when 
it snatches at the bait' which the fowler has placed for 
it to draw it into his snare. The people of Judah in 
Haggai's time, were crossed and disappomted in all 
the labours of their hands, because they bestowed their 
money upon building houses to themselves, rather than 
in building the temple of the Lord; and in Malachi's 
time, the whole nation was cursed with « curse for rob« 
bing God in tithes and in offerings. 

It is no less a snare for a man, after vows, to make 
inquiry, in order to evade the obligation of his solemn 
engagements. Some men are much more forward in 
miking, than in paying vows. The^ir religion lies in 
transient flows of affection, not in solid piety. When 
their affections are roused by. some remarkable provi« 
dence, or allured by some pleasant, or roused by some 
alarming sermon, they are ready with their promises 
to the Most High,like Israel in the wilderness, but when 
their affections return to their usual temper, they en« 
deavour to find out some shift, to free their consciences 
ftom their obligations, which they voluntarily took up« 
on themselves. Their conduct draws thinn into the 
snares of the devil, who will suggest an hundred pre« 
tences to excuse the breach of them. We must there* 
fore be leisurely and considerate in making vows, and 
spe^y in performing them. 

If we are Christians, we have engaged ourselves to 
be the Lord's. Justice and truth and gratitude re« 
quire us to pay our vows, and every transgression 
against Christ, derives the great aggravation of treadi** 
ery from our sacred promises. If our promises to men 
must be kept inviolate, how much more our promises 
to God. If it is sinful to make inquiry after vows. 
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who can esqaress the guilt that arises out of downright 
violations of them ! 

Ver, 26. A wise king scaltereth the wicked, and bring* 
elh the wheel over them. 

. Such a king was David * and his son Solomon^ and 
above all others the king that sits upon the throne of 
David for ever^ who breaks in pieces the wicked 
like a potter's vessel. 

The wicked In the nation are like the chaff among 
the wheats and in those ancient times^ the husbandman 
U3ed to bring the whed over the grain to separate from 
it the chaff. In like manner^ the king who does not 
loll in his palace to indulge his pride and Idsure^ but 
sits upon the throne of judgment, will treat the wick- 
ed of the nation, breaking and dispersing them, that 
tl^ey may not prove a nuisance to societyi -an infectious 
plague to the country^ and provocations of the wrath 
of Grod^ against the whole nation. 

. Kings have but a limited power for this purpose^ and 
v^VLSt confine their punishments within the bounds of 
law. But the king of Zion, will thoroughly purge his 
floor by the fan in his hand, and will scatter all the im« 
penitent sinners in his dominions^ like the chaff before 
the wind t. 

, Ver. 27. The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, 
searching all the inward parts of the bell^. 
\ The Father of our spirits, has bestowed on us a glori* 
cuis distinction from the fi>wls of the air^ and the beasts 
of the field. Our bodies were framed by his powerful 
^ency, but our spirits were created by him within 
us j:. In our animal bodies we have some resemblance 
of the brutes, but our intellectual faculty raises us to 
some degrees of likeness to the angels of God, for 

♦ PsaL cl. 1. t Matt, iil 11. % Zech. xii 1. 
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Ifaey are candles lighted within us, by him that breathed 
into man's nostrils the breath of life, and made him a 
living soul. 

By the light of reason, especially when it is bright* 
ened by divine revelaticHi, we are enabled to survey- 
many of the wonderful works of God, and to disce^ 
^ evidences of his eternal power and Godhead. By 
this candle we can take a view of the wonderful struc. 
tare of our own bodies^ which are fqarfuUy and won- 
derfully made. But the most necessary kind of know« 
ledge whidi it gives us, next to the knowledge of God, 
is that of our own spirits. Deep as the hearts of men 
are, yet this candle of the Lord searches all the in<« 
ward parts of the belly. 

A king that was perfectly acquainted with the con« 
stitution, lawa, aiwi history of every country but his 
own, would be only an intelligent fool ; and the man is 
equally void of true judgment, who is thoroughly vers- 
led in every art and science, in all histories, and every 
brailch of commerce and law, and yet is unacquainted 
with his own heart, where his main business lies. Hea« 
thens themselves were so deeply impressed with the 
importance of self knowledge, that it was a general opu 
nicm among some wise nations thatjthe celebrated max^ 
im « Know. thyseir* came down from heaven. 

Reason rightly employed, will make us acquainted 
with the excellent nature and Uses of our faculties, with 
4mr personal dispositions and talents, with our defects 
,and constitutional faults, with our prejudices, and the 
temptations by which we are most ready to be ovar- 
o^ne, with our stsAe and frame in relation to God. The 
mention of these different branches of self knowledgej 
is enough to shc^ the value sad necessity of it. We 
.are coxpmanded to keep our own hearts with all dili« 
gence, and how can we keep them without some knoWi« 
ledge of their most important concerns ? 
Vol. i'i. D 
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But we do not know ourselves unto perfectkm ; and 
therefore we ought to search de^er and deq>er into our 
own hearts^ to keep^an eye upon the movements of our 
own minds^ and the frame of our hearts und^ prospe- 
rous and adverse providences^ and under injuries from 
men^ or whilst we are employed in the performance of 
our duty to God, that we may improve in self-acquaint* 
ance. Above all, we ought to compare our hearts with 
the word of God^ and to pray earnestly that- God may 
discover us to ourselves^ and pres^ve us from those 
self flatteries by which multitudes are deceived into 
eternal ruki. It is God alone that seardies and teows 
infallibly the heart of man> and without the help of his 
Spirit^ the candle within us will mislead us like wild 
fire^ till we ikll into the ditdi of perdition. 

Ver. 28k Mgr(y and ^uth preiefife the king, and his 
ihrtme is uphotden ly mercy, 
■ A kmg most scatter and crufih the wicked^ but he 
will prove a t3rrant unless he temper bis severity with 
clemency and goodness. Severity to criminals is exer« 
cised by a wise king, from a principle of mercy to the 
community a^ large, and he wiU spare where he can 
i^are wi^iout betraying his trust Such behaviour 
secures the affections of his Ba}^e<Sts ; and is attended 
with the' blessing of providence^ by which thrones are 
established. But unmercifrd sev^ty has often over- 
turned the mighty from their seat The Emperor Att« 
telian was called an excellent physician to the state^ ex* 
cept in taking too much blood. lUa rigour drew iqpon 
him the hatred and fear of some of his own servants^ 
who deprived him of his life after he had performed 
many signal services to the emphre. 

Tru& mudt be joined with mercy hi the administra- 
tion of a good prince. Dissimulation may serve a silt- 
gle t^m, but fintiiftdness and uprightness, in eotijvme- 
tion with clemency, are tiie sure and hsti^ pilhuns of 
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the tfarone. If trath were banished from all the world 
beside^ said Lewis IX* of Prance, it should be found in 
the Inreasts a£ kings. 

How glorious is Uie Prince of the kings of the earth ! 
Mercy and truth go before his face, his throne is a 
throne of grace, and faithfulness is the girdle of his 
reins. 

Ver. 29. The glory of young men is their strength, and 
the heauiyofold men is the grey head. 

Equality of age and dispositions naturally produces 
affection and friendship, but dii^ence of age and ta« 
lents tends too much to produce mutual alienation. To 
remedy this, the wise man puts the old and the young 
in mind that each of them have their different endoWi* 
ments, which should endear them to one another. 

Old men should not despise the young for their want 
of experience and gravity, for God has honoured them 
with vigour of body, which qualifies them for active 
service to God and their generation. How could old 
men defend their lives and properties, or how could 
they subsist, if &ey were not assisted by the strength 
of the young? 

iFar less should the young despise the old for their 
infirmities, or fi>r that fretfulness of temper which cdd 
agetoo c^len produces. For God hath favoured them 
widi length of days, and orowned them with grey hairs, 
the badge of their experience, and, it is to be hoped, of 
thenr wisdom. If the hoary head is the beauty of old 
men, it -should draw respect from the yoimg, who are 
commanded by €rod to rise up before tiie hoary head, 
^Mid to honour ^le face of the old man. 

ft was a isayingof Lewis XI. of FKmee^ when he waa 
old, that if he had possessed in his youth that wisdom 
he had now acquired, or if he were still in possessicm 
ofthe vigour of youth, he could conquer all ^e wmrld. 
-Itwasbetter/it seems, fwmanluHd-tibftt he didnotpos* 
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8698 both these qualities at once. God is wise and good 
in distributing his gifts amongst men of all ranks and 
ages, that none, by having every good quality, might be- 
come an idol to himself and oUiers, and none, by want- 
ing every thing valuable, might becc»ne an object of 
contempt 

Let young men beware of debasing their glory, by 
abusing their strengUi to the service of sin. Let old 
men endeavour to make their grey hairs venerable by 
wisdom and piety, by cheerfulness, and the command 
of their temper. Finally, let old men remember that 
they were once young, and young men remember that 
they would be glad to be one day old. 

Ver. 30, The bhieness of a mound cleanseth away evil, 
so do stripes the inxjoard parts of the beUy. 

. We are naturally very averse to diastisement and 
pain, and Solomon often represents a due regard to 
chastisement as a sign of wisdom, and here he tells us 
the great advan<tage:of itto overcomeour aversion. Cor- 
:rection and affliction for the present, seem to be not joy. 
ous, but grievous ; but there is a far worse evil from 
which they are a means of reclaiming us. Sin is infi. 
nitely wcnrse than affliction, and affliction is really turn- 
ed into a blessing to those that rightly improve it, for 
those wounds that leave a blue mark behind them 
cleanse away evil, and stripes are instrumental, not on« 
ly in reforming the life but in cleansing the heart. 

Parents ought not, therefore, to spare the rod through 
£9olish pity ; at the same time they ought to join in« 
i^truction and prayer with it, for still it must be remem^ 
bered that the blessing of God alone can make it useful 
for cleansing the inward pirts of the belly. Children 
ought to welcome the rod of chastisement, as a neces- 
sary means for their spiritual advantage. 

The chastisements inflicted by magistrates upon ma- 
J^gtctors that deserve not death, may have die same 
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happy effect, and therefore mercy ought to mingle itself 
with the punishments inflicted upon them. 'According 
to the law, when a man deserved stripes he was not to re* 
ceive more than forty, and the reason given was, "lest thy 
brother should seem vile unto thee." He was to be con- 
sidered as a brother that might be reclaimed, and was 
not to be treated contemptuously, lest, by despair of re- 
covering his character, he should be hardened in sin. 
The like tenderness is to be used in the administration 
of church disciplinCy that offending brethren may be 
gained. 

Corrections firom God are gracious and merciful, even 
when they are most severe, for his design in them is to 
make us partakers of his holiness, and to purge away 
sin. They are a tried medicine which God has often 
blessed for curing that vanity and earthliness of mind, 
that lukewarmness in prayer, that pride and thought- 
lessness about eternal things, which are so common and 
dangerous distempers among men. Many that once 
groaned and cried out bitterly because of their afflic- 
tions, are now prying God for them among the choirs 
of angels^ and many have seen great cause to be thank- 
f\d on their account, before they left the valley of tears. 
Thou hast dealt well with thy servant^ said the much 
afflicted king when he reviewed the providences of God 
towards him •. 

• Ps.cxix.65. 71. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

Verse 1. The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, 
as the rivers of water : he iumeth it whithersoever he will. 

It is riien's ordinaiy way to court the &vour of 
prmces and great men^ as if their happiness depended 
on the smiles of kings, whilst they make little scruple 
of forfeiting the favour of God, by bending their c^a- 
sciences into a omipliahce with the humours of those 
for whom they entertain such undue respect The like 
ccmipliances are too oflen made, to avoid the di^easare 
of those that have power to hurt or kill the body. 

Solomon directs us not to forfeit the favour of priitces, 
or incur their displeasure, by any needless or wimfto 
instances aS diosespect. At the same time^ he mstiiicts 
us in the first place, to seek the favour of 6od^ whidi 
is infinitdy more necessary fbr us, than the frkii^h^ 
of the greatest xnen, mid to avoid every thhigthaf taeef 
di^lease hntv if we should c^end the mightiest tyr^t 
in the w<nid \ for the favour oi God is att hi idl to ti9> 
and his wrath isT tretliendous beyond all cdineeptiM, 
whilst kings are entirely dependent on the Khig of MngSi 
and have their hearts governed by him, in su6h a po^iBf^ 
ful, though invisible mann^, that they must, whether 
they design it or not, execute his unchangeable counsels. 

The currents of water may be directed into any 
channel that is cut out for them by the hands of nien ; 
even the mighty river Euphrates had its course chang« 
ed by Cyrus, at the siege of Babylon. The waters still 
retained their nature and properties, and yet the power 
of that great prince managed their natural tendency 
to descend, in such a manner as to gain his purpose, 
and to take that great city, whereof they were reckoned 
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the sure defence. The like influence has God upon the 
hearts fji kings. He destroys not their natund facul* 
des, nor takes &am them the freedom of their wills; 
and^ what is still mcHre w<Hiderful^ he l^yes them for the 
most part under the power of those natural corruptions 
which dispose them to exalt themselves above God, and 
to oppose his wilL Yet still he makes Uiem the instru« 
ments o£ his pleasure, and the ministers of his provi-« 
dence. NebuchadneaBiEar thought himself almost a god*, 
and laid waste the Lord's land, and burnt his temple, 
and yet God calls him his servant, and used him to ac* 
compiish his work upon his people, as really as that 
noble ku^ of Persia, whom he called his shepherd and 
anointed, and ^ooployed in doing his pleasure upon Ba« 
bylon, and delivering his captives. 

Those that walk before God unto all pleasing, may 
behold tb» atero oountenanees of tyrants without trem- 
blings fnr God can easily turn their hearts to favour 
tlvjise whom they hatedw The history of the three 
heroes in Babylon is a noble encouragement to all that 
are called to the like encounter for conscience sake. 
The fiiry of the king was raised to madness, his coun« 
tenance was like a flame, and his fiery fUmace burnt 
with a fierce rage ; but all <m a sudden the kingcom- 
manded them out of the furnace, and he almost adored 
those whom, a few moments before, he could have torn 
like a wild beast with his own teeth. 

It is certain that God has often suffered kings to 
wade in the blood of his people. This is astrange pro* 
videnc^ but we can understand the consistency of it, 
with the truth delivered in the text; Daniel and John 
account for it to our sattafiicGcHi t. 

If the heart of kmgs is in the hand of the Lord, why 
does he sufier them to use their power so frequently in 

• luOah ziv. t Dan. xi. 83, 34, 35. Eev. Ti. 9,^17. 
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opposition to the interests of his kingdom ? This is a 
piece of the mystery of providence, which will be dear- 
ed up in due time, but appears dark to us at present. 
Meanwhile, we must believe that God is righteous and 
holy in all that he does, and suffers men to do ; he has 
brought a rich revenue of praise to himself, out of the 
dark administrations of providence in former ages, and 
will in the end pour such light upon his ways, that he 
shall appear in all things to be wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in working ♦. 

Ver. 2. Every iimy of man is right in his own eyes, 
hut the Lord ponderetk the hearts. 

This is the same useful instruction which the wise 
man already gave us t, and no admonition is more ne- 
cessary to be inculcated than this : that men are too 
oflen flatterers of themselves, and ought, to remember 
that they have a judge who will not be mocked nor im- 
posed on, but searches the spirits, to give to every man 
according to his ways, and the inward disposition of hb 
spirit. The inspired writers of both testaments insist 
greatly on this point, and our Lord in his sermons fre- 
quently warned men against the dangerous influence 
df self-deceit {. 

Ver. 3. To do Justice and judgment is more accept^' 
able to the Lord than sacrifice. 

. It was a very common fault among the people of the 
Jews, to lay too great a stress upon the performance of 
sacrifice, as if that could atone for their sins, and give 
them a title to transgress the moral law ; and the wise 
man warns them against that piece of self-deceit, in 
this verse. Solomon was far from undervaluing sacri- 
flee as an institution of God, and a m^uis of faith. No 

man ever offered a greater number of beasts to God, or 

„ , 

• Rom. xi. 33. Rev. x. 7. xix. 1, 2. f Ch, xvi 2, 

t Deut V. 28. Ps. xxxvi. 2. Isa. ill. Jer. ii. 35. Mat. iii 9. 
Gal. V!. 7. Mat. vU. 22. xiii. 25. 
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4id 80 maoh to encourage men in the observatimi of the 
joeremonial law, unless we may except the lawgiver 
himself; and perhaps the glory of the temple which he 
built, and the splendour of the temple service^ might 
dazzle the eyes of men in his days, and occasion them 
to entertain too high an esteem of the ordinances that 
belonged to it If any man had reason to say, the tem- 
ple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, Solomon had 
mudi more, but he learned otherwise from the S]Nrit 
who instructed him. 

Sacrifices were appointed by God, they typified Christy 
they were acceptable to God, as expressions of faith and 
obedience ; but they were detestable to him when they 
were valued on their own account, as if they had been 
instituted for their own sake, or to give men c^portu- 
nityorpleasing God so much, as to procure an allowance 
for the neglect of more important service. Sacrifices were 
appointed for a single nation; judgment and justice 
arc required from every nation, and from every man 
under heaven. Sacrifices were required by a positive 
law, that depended cm the pure will, not on the nature 
of God, and the observation of them was dispensed with 
on many occasions ; but the love of justice is founded 
in the nature of God, obliges all men at all times, and 
can never be dispensed with. The law of sacrificesiis 
long ago abolished, but the law of righteousness is an 
eternal statute. Sacrifices had no goodness in their 
own nature; and when men rested on them, they were 
abominable to God. Judgment and justice are a part of 
the image of God in man, and have an everlasting ex- 
eellency in their nature. Sacrifices typified Christ, and 
were set aside in consequence of his great oblation ; but 
is ih9 law of justice abolished by the faith of Christ ? 
nay, it is established, and shall continue when heaveit 
and earth are no more. 
If we would shew ourselves to be Abraham's seed^ 
D5 
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we must kieep the 'Wny of the Lord> to do judgn^nt 
and justice^ It is d gro6$ hypocrisy^ it id h grievous did^i 
honouf* to Christianity^ and a ruin to the souls of tnen^ 
to pretend rdi^on, atid observe the fc^rms of divine 
service^ and yet live in the neglect of those duties which 
we owe to our fellow men ♦. 

Ver. 4. An high look, at^ a proud hearty and the 
plowing of the wicked, issit^. 

The state of wicked men is miserable beyond expres« 
sion, for they are every day and every hour adding to 
those treasures of guilt which are alteady more than suf« 
ficient to sink them into the bottomless pit. They are 
uncleim before God in all the labours of theit hand^ and 
those works which are accepted at the hands of others, 
as instances of obedience to God, are reckoned to the 
wicked in the number g£ their sitis. 

That an high look is abominable to God, is no sur- 
prise to us, for it is abominable even to men, and must 
be infinitely more abhorred by God. We do not won* 
der to hear that the pride of the heart is hateful to him, 
fbr he ii^ the Searcher of hearts, and is jealous of his 
own honour, and cannot bear that men should exalt 
themselves into a rivalship with him ; but how the plow- 
ing of the wicked should be sin is not so plain, because 
they are commanded to plow, and severely reproved 
for the neglect of that work by which they ought to 
support themselves and their families* If ihey are 
plowing when they should be praying, or on Sabbath 
days, every man will see that they are sinning ; but how 
can their ordinary plowing be wn, when we are told 
that plowing is a duty ? 

Whether we eat or drink, ot whatsoever we do, we are 
required to do all to the glory of God. But die Wick« 
ed man neither eats nor drinks, nor plows, nor sows, to 

** Isaiah u ] 1. 
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Ae glory of God, and therefofe he lives in a conrsd of 
8in, even when he is employed in those actions that are 
most innocent or necessary. His soul is infected deep- 
ly with the venom of sin, whidi spreads itself over all 
his conversation ; for to the unbelieving and impure 
there is nothing dean. They are cmrupt trees, and no 
^it that grows upon them can be good. Their hands 
are defiled with sin, and their fingers with iniquity, and, 
therefore, every thing they touch must be d^ed by 
their impurity *. 

What then must the wicked do ? Must they let alone 
all work lest they should sin in doing it ? By no means. 
Idleness would bring upon them far more guilt than 
the labour of their callings, for that is sinful in itself; 
whereas plowing is sinful only by means of their own 
impurity communicated to it. Their business is to 
get free of that plague of sin that spreads infection to 
every thing they meddle with. Let them have recourse, 
like the leper, to Christ, that he may make them clean, 
and then being pure, every thing will become pure to 
them. 

Some render these words thus : " The lamp or pros- 
perity of the wicked is sin." Their prosperity is turned 
into a snare, and an occasion of sin to them by their 
wicked dispositions, which use it as an incentive to pride 
and impiety. Because their candle shines with bright- 
ness, they think it will never be put out, and think they 
stand in no need of the Sun of Righteousness to illumi- 
nate their souls. Wickedness is a most unhappy thing, 
for it x>erverts the objects that are most desirable in 
themselves to means of sin and ruin. 

Ver. 5. The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenm 
teoufness, but of every one that is hasty only to xvant. 

Is not the hasty man a diligent man ? He is often bu« 

• Bug. iL 84. Tit. 1. 15. 
D6 
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sier than those who think b^ore they act ; and on« 
would think that he must carry the prize of industry. 
Yet Solomon will not allow him a share of the praise 
that he bestows upon the diligent^ because his activity 
is not under proper direction, and therefore cannot 
jserve any good purpose. True diligence lies between 
laziness and too much speedy and is directed to its end 
by prudence and consideration. We must remember 
that we are rational creatures^ and act as such both in 
our religious and civil affairs, and not suffer ourselves 
^ be hurried hither and thither, by the impulse of hu- 
mour and pi^ssion, or to be pushed on in any enterprise, 
howev'er commendable, without thinking of the means 
proper for obtaining success. 

Saul was in too great haste to make an end of the 
Philistines, and, therefore, he laid the people that were 
fighting with him under a curse, if they should eat any 
meat till the sun went down, by which step the victory 
was hindered from being complete. In common life, 
we see multitudes of persons that make too much haste 
to be rich, and so make themselves poor, by plunging 
into a multiplicity of business, and bringing confusion 
and embarrassment into their affairs. A man, by running 
himself out of breath, weakens his strength, and is later 
in arriving at the end of his journey, than another man, 
who walks at leisure, and puts himself under no neces- 
sity of stopping ; and a man that minds his business, and 
carries it on with a prudent activity, is in a fair way of 
being rich, when anotjier man, that drives on post haste 
; to get an estate, becomes a bankrupt. , t 

Although lukewarmness in religion is a very detest- 
able disposition, yet rashness is no less dangerous. No 
business of life requires so much thought and prudence. 
Many, under the impulse of a rash zeal, have run brisk- 
ly, and soon stopped and turned aside ; and young con- 
verts, when their passions were more deeply tinctured 
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with religion than their judgments^ have too often hurt 
their own Qomfort^ and the cause of religion itself^ by 
thteir indiso-eet forwardness in displaying their attache 
ment to it Christ would not have any perscm to eou 
hraoe his cause without considering the cost of it*. 

Ver. 6. The getting of treasures by a fying tongue, is 
a vaniitf tossed to andjro of them that seek death. 

A lying tongue is an abomination to the Lord, and 
yet some will venture upon his displeasure^ if they can 
make any profit by it ; and it must be confess that 
some present gain mayvbe made by lying t, but then it 
answers no good purpose. Who would part with his sin- 
cerity, and the pleasure of a good conscience^ for a little 
smoke, or for a handful of chaff I and all the treasures 
that can be made by a lying tongue, however great, are 
no better. They are vanities and lies that deceive the 
possessor, making him to believe that he is rich when 
he is miserably poor. They are a vanity tossed to and 
fro, like chaff or smoke in the wind, which will soon be 
out of sight ; for riches gotten by vanity are soon toa^ 
sumed into nothing \. 

But this is not the. worst of the matter; for the per« 
s(His that use such methods of obtaining riches seek 
death. Although they abhor the thoughts of deaths 
yet in the judgment of God they love and seek it, for 
they take a sure method of bringing eternal death upon 
themselves, if not a miserable death in this world. Whil&t 
others are walking towards the region of destruction,^ 
they are running to it post haste. They make haste to 
be rieh, but greater haste to be damned, for neither their 
dishonesty nor their lies, will suffer them to be admitted 
into the kingdom of Ood. 

Ver. 7. The robbery of the tvicked shall destroy 
them : because they refuse to do judgment. 

♦ Luke xiy. 24<-^. f Ch. xii. 19. $ Ch. xiii. 11. 
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It is impossible that the unrighteous should escape 
punishment^ for they bring it upon ^bemselves by the 
work of their own hands. Although there i^iould be 
no magistrates to pass sentence upon them^ or ^cecu- 
tioners to execute the sentence^ yet their own robbery 
should destroy them. Their mn is the seed of misery, 
and it cannot fail of producing its proper fruit. They 
have none but themselves to blame for the vengeance to 
be poured out upon them. Their punishment cometii 
forth from the Lord of hosts, but the cause is in them- 
selves. 

Is their sin then unpardonable ? No. The blood of 
Jesus can cleanse from all sin. Zaccheus the publictti 
was probably an extortioner, but salvation came to his 
house. His sin was pardoned, and he was made to ab« 
hor it as much as ever he had loved it ; and if he had 
taken any thing from any man by iniquitous means, he 
resolved to restore fourfold ; but this was a rare miracle 
of grace. When men have entered upcm a course of 
injustice, they are seldom brought to repentance, for 
they are entangled in the snare of the devil, in such a 
manner that they seldom get out. Repentance brings 
with it restitution of what is gained by unrighteousness ^ 
and when men restore, they are obliged to confess to 
their shame, their former acts of unrighteousness^ and 
sometimes to impoverish themselves and their famiiiea 

These are terrible inconveniencies, to which men, in 
general, will not sulmiit ; but the very thought of diem 
is oflen sufficient to stifle all motions of their spirits to- 
wards any thing that is good. They will rather run 
the risk of God's wrath, than think of exposing diem- 
selves to disgrace and poverty in this w<»rld. Tliiift 
they go on in sin, and vicdently suppress the remon- 
strances of conscience whilst they live ; and when tkey 
die, they envy those grosser offenders who were con- 
demned to the gallows^ because the shame and punish- 
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nKnt to whidi they were doomed^ were eSsctual means 
of removing thofe peculiar obitades which hinder tibe 
reformaticai of the unjust 

Beware of entering into this snare d the devil, if 
your hands are yet untointed by the pollution of filthy 
liua:^^ for there are mi^ty impediments to repentance 
for this sin. If you are entangled in these snares^ re- 
member diat shame and poverty at present, are but 
painted misery in comparison of hell fire. Fly to the . 
Uood of atonement, which purged away the sins of the 
great transgressors at Corinth *. Repent, restore, shake 
your hands free of imrigjiteous gains ; for whilst you 
hold them fiist, you are exposed to the destruction 
tlureatened in the word of God| because your hands re« 
fuse to do judgment 

Ver. 8. The ivay of man isjroward and strange : but 
as far the ptire his work is right. 

The way of man is firoward. Is the way of every 
man froward ? or is it consistent with the dignity of 
human nature to contrast the way of man in general 
with the ri^t work of the pure ? Are not men justly 
dhtanguished into the froward and the pure ; why then 
does Solomon speak as if all men were froward ? There 
is certainly truth in tire division c^ men into the pure 
and impure ; but this distinction is the work of grace 
and not of nature, for men are all sprung firom the first 
transgressor, and have derived a corrupt disposition 
firmn him, and till they are renewed by the grace of 
God, ihm way is firoward and strange. They are all 
together become corrupt, and have done abmninable 
things, if we may believe the testimcmy of the omni« 
sdent God himself f. 

In our state of innocency our way was straight and 
even, whilst die glory of God was our great end, and 

♦ 1 Cor. vi. 9.10. t !*•• »y, Rom. iii. 10—18. 
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the wiU of G(>d the nde of our pnietipe; but in <mv £Ed]^ 
state we walk m a crooked and perverse way, following 
the bent of our own evil inclinaticnui, and seeking after 
happiness in creatures^ which are like broken cisterns 
that can hold no water. Our course of life is directly the 
reverse, of what it ought to be^ for instead of making 
the will of our Creator the rule of our behaviour, we 
make it our business to provoke him to anger continu- 
ally, by trampling upon his authority and despising 
his laws. Our way is a strange way, being a coarse 
of estrangement from the God that made us for his 
glory, and framed our natures to a capacity of ei^oj« 
ing him, and receiving happiness only in him. Till 
we are restored to commtuiion with God through the 
mediation of Christ, we are aliens to the commonwealth 
of Israel, and our conversation is a continued proof of 
alienation from the life of Grod. 

But as for the pure, he is raised above other men, 
and his work is very different He is purified by the 
Spirit of Christ, and created in him unto good works. 
His work is regulated by an unerring rule, and direct- 
ed to the noblest end, for his constant endeavour is to 
cleanse his way by taking heed thereto according to the 
word of. God, and to walk in the world as Christ walk- 
ed ; and he lives not to himself, but unto the Lord. 

It is too natural for us to think that, if we are «e 
worse than the generality of our neiglUKnirs, we are 
safe* But Solomon and Paul teach us^ that, to walk as 
men, is not *to walk like daints ^. Whilst ^e are M^ 
•lowing the course of this world, we are walking in the 
broad road that leadeth to destruction, and not in the 
narrow way that leadeth unto life.t. 

Let every man prove his own work; but it must not 
be tried by the maxims or example of the worlds but 

* 1 Cor. iii. 3. f Eph. iL 1, 2, a Matt. viL 13, 14^ 
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by the word of God, by which God wfll judge us at 
the last day ♦. 

Ver. 9. // is better to dwell in a corner of the house 
top, ikon with a brawling woman in a wide house. 

A man might dwell on a house top, if ft were flat 
like the houses of the ancient Israelites ; but it would 
be a veiy uncomfortable place of dwelling, Jbecause it 
is exposed to rain and wind, to frost, and snow, and 
lightning; but as the least of two evils is to be chosen, 
a wise man would rather choose to dwell on a house 
top, and be confined to a single corner of it, than to ' 
have his ears dunned, and his spirits crushed, with the 
endless brawls of a peevish and fretftil wife. A man 
on a house top would have at least some intervals of 
comfortable weather, but a brawling woman will never 
want something to make her une^y to herself, and a 
torment to those who have the misfortune to be con- 
nected with her. She is perpetually vexing her diil- 
dren and servants, but her husband is most to be piti- 
ed, bedause she ijs of one flesh with him. .She may be a 
scourge in the side of others in the family, but she is 
rottenness in her husband's bones. She is the greatest 
plague to him to whom she is bound by every obliga- 
tion to be the greatest pleasure. She is one flesh with 
him, and yet she is a constant grief to his spirit. She 
torments herself most of all, and, next to herself, all 
odiers in proportion to the obligation she lies under to 
behave in the very opposite manner. 

God said) it is not good for man to b^ alone, and 
^refbr($ made woman to be an help meet for him, and 
yet the contentious woman is such a perverse creature, 
that she perverts the design of our Creator, and proves 
a scourge instead of an help. She makes it better for 
a man to be in the most solitary circumstances imagi- 
nable than with her. 

• Gal. vi.i. 8Cor.x.l2j 
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Those wbo choose a wife for the goodness of her fog* 
tion, rather than the sweetness of her temper^ are nol 
Solomon's disciples. He declares that the married Hfe 
is better than the single *, But he likewise tells us in 
this place, that it is much better to live alone in the 
deepest poverty^ than to enjoy affluence with a damo-* 
rous and peevish woman. 

Ver^ 10. The soul of the wicked deiirdh evUi km 
neighbour Jindeth nojavmw in his €ye#« 

The difference between evil and good men does not 
lie in complete freedom from what is evU on the side 
of good men. Paul was osie of die best men that av^ 
livedo and yet he confesses that he had not obtained 
perfection in goodness, but found evil present with 
him^ when he was most inclined to do good» But 
herein lies that goodness which^the saints attain in tfaia 
life, that they love what is good with an ardent affec* 
tion, and hate that which is evil with their wbole aoul« 
although they cannot do all that good they wisb to4o^ 
and too often do that evil whidi they hate t. On the 
contraiy, bad men are not only dears of iniquUy, btti 
their souls are fully inclined to it With their a^iib 
they desire evil ; and although their consoienceB fir9« 
quencly remonstrate against sin, and are a strong, bridle 
upon the lusts of most unregenecate persons, yet sin 
dwells as a king in their inner man, and is not resist 
with hatred like a ^frant, but is su&red to possess the 
throne of the heart* 

This is a mis^nable disposition, £<a sin is the worst 
of all evils. No man expressly and directly deraas 
misery, and yet all that love sin desire the worsl of 
misory in reality^ for sin is the sickness the deaths the 
mnof thesouL 

The desire c^ all unrenewed men ia toiravds' ev^ and 

* QuxriiLSS. f ^i&«yu. 15— lU. 
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iiAt one of them would think himself happy if he were 
not suffered to enjoy the pleasures of some sm : yet 
their relishes for these cursed pleasures are very differ* 
ent, and the desires of evil in some are stroi^r than 
In otbi&ra. There are many that have some regard to 
the voice c^ conscience^ and the great prindj^es of mo< 
rality^ and many others that pu«h on in their pur-> 
suit of the pleasures that suit their vitiated taste^ in 
spite of their own consciences, and their neighbours 
and friends find no favour in their eyes. Saul perse* 
citted David^ althou^ he had been the duunpion of 
Israel, and was bis scnwn-law ; few his corruptions had 
gained the victory over his consdence and fedings, and 
he pursued the gratification of his malice with unre« 
kfitingfttry. 

This is the tendency of *sin ; to sink a man deep in 
the abomindble gulf of self-love^ and to harden his 
spbit against diose whom he ought to love most ten« 
derly. Let us therefbre choose our fri^ids firom the 
nilmber of those w%o love God; lor their hearts are 
^iterged with duintyi and in their eyes their ndgh* 
biMuis ind favour. Thoseare bad persons who are so 
entirely- swallowed up by a selfish sfHrity that they will 
seaicdy perform taftto&oe of charity, or good neigh* 
bourlioody without the eacpectati<m of a return. If we 
are good men, let us ^w it by doing good. Our 
nMghbouns and fri^ids have a special title to expect 
good at our hands* 

Ver» II4 fVken ike tecrMt is punMed, ihs dmpk it 
made wise; and when the wise is imirmied, he reeeiveth 
knewledge* 

It is « bad thing in a family, or churd^ or natioo^ 
yfhea scoamers are not duly corrected or punidied. 
It was a sign that the inhabitants of Laish were aready 
prey for any invader, when there was no magistrate in 
the land^ to put diem to shame. Those Aat are too 
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unwise to see the evil of sin, have sense enough to see 
the evil of shaine and pain ; and when they behold these 
disagreeable consequences following sin, dieir disposi- 
tions to wickedness receive a check, to their own great 
advantage, as well as the good of the society to whidi 
they belong. If the fear of censure or punishment does 
not make men holy, it will make them sober ; and this 
is a -good thing in itself, and puts men in a fair way to 
become still better, by leading men tothe means where-* 
by holiness is ordinarily produced. 

The w4se that do not expose themselves to punish- 
ment, are not beyond the need of instruction, and 
sometimes oi admonition and rebuke. David was one 
of the best c^ men, but He was not faultless in his be« 
haviour, and we find what happy effect instruction and 
rebuke had upon his soul. He improved in knowledge 
and grace by the ministrations of the sanctuary, and 
the rebukes of the prophets ♦. A rebuke entereth more 
into a wise man, than an hundred stripes into a fo<^. 

Even the simple man receives knowledge from the 
instructions and rebukes that are given to the wise. 
He is so foolish that an attempt to instruct himself 
awakens his jealousy and anger. He thinks you know 
him, or take him for a fool, whei^fDu begin to instruct 
or admonish him ; but when he sees that the wise are 
instructed, and are thankful for it, he is forced to see 
his own stupidity, and his conscience tells him. If the 
men that are so much wiser and better than I can pre<- 
tend to be, are so thankful for instrtiction, surely I 
have much greater need ci it. The rebukes that are 
administered to them ought to enter ten times deeper 
into my heart, who deserve them A) much better. The 
48iimple begins to learn wisdom, when he applies to his 
own case that which is said or done to other men t. 

• Pi.zzvii.4w 2Sam.zu.24w f Cht|y ziz. %ii,i.^ 
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Ver. 12. The righteous man miidy coumdereth the 
house of the wicked; but God aoerthrorveth the wicked for 
their wickedness. 

We have a clear illustration of this truth in the con- 
versaUons between Job and his three friends, all of 
whom had considered the house of the wicked, and 
God's providence in overthrowing it, but with very dif- 
ferent degrees of wisdom. 

Eliphaz had considered the sudden overthrow of the 
wicked man, and the imhappy end of his prosperity, 
and from thence inferred the justice of God, the danger 
of sin, and the necessity of repentance to sinners. His 
two friends joined with him in opinion ; and we have no 
reason to doubt that they had received great benefit 
from the observations which they made upon the pro* 
vidence of God^ to the wicked in their own days, as 
well as in ancient times ; for they had taken advantage 
of the wisdom of the ancients, and of the histories 
which had been handed down to them, to increase their 
own stock of knowledge *, 

Job had considered the house of the wicked with 
m(»re wisdom, and learned much instruction from the 
providence of God cmiceming it. He had observed so 
many instances of the downfal of prosperous trangres- 
sors, that he saw wickedness to be a very dangerous 
thing, however prosperous it might be for a time, and 
th^efore he abhorred the counsel of the wicked t. At 
the same time 'he observed, and understood from the 
reports of travellers, that some wicked men lived and 
died in affluence, and were buried with great pomp, and 
had stately monuments erected for them ; from thence 
he justly inferred that the wicked were reserved to a fu« 
ture day of wrath, and defended hispwn character against 



* Job v.-3^ 4. viii. 8. zz. it 5. zziL 16. 
t Job xzi. 16, 17. 
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k» fnenda, wkh solid arg m n eat s drawn from CheiHie* 
qual diatribatk»8 of providence in this world \ 

It is a great point of wisdom to learn instructicm 
from &e calamities that be&l the wid^ed, or have be- 
£dlen them in former times. By this means we may 
raider all the histories of past ages very beneficial to 
ourselves. We find that Uie destruction of the old 
world by the floods and the burning of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, were means of impressing the mind of Eliphaz 
with an abhorrence of sin t, and the prophet Eaeki^ 
severely censures the Jews in his time^ because they 
had not taken warning by the fiite of Sodom and 
Israel |. 

It is not safe for us to pronounce men wicked merely 
because they are overthrown ; but when God makes his 
judgments upon sinners manifest^ it is our duty to ob- 
serve it, and to glorify and fear God §. And although 
we have no reason to think that ^ose who meet with 
signal calamities are worse than other men^ unless we 
have good evidence of it, yet their calamities are loud 
warnings, and calls to repentance ||. 

Ver. 18. Whoso sioppeik his ears at the cry of the 
poor, he also shall cry himself , and shall not be heard. 

There may be a very good excuse for not givii^ to 
the poor ; but insensibility to their extreme distress is 
an unnatural and a crying iniquity. Our eyes and ears 
are organs fitted by nature for working upon the heart, 
and exciting bowels of compassion in us; and if we re- 
gard not the cry of the poor with sympathy, we put a 
force upon natmre by stopping our ears. When EH{^iaz 
meant to convince Job that his trangressicm was infinite, 
he charges tfiis among other horrid crimes upon him, 

^* Job. xxL 27.— S4. air. f Job ziiL 1%. 

X Ezek. zvL &^. xxiiU 11. { Bev, XT, 4. Su lxiT« 10. 11. 

11 Luke xiiL l-»5. 
4 
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tiiat he liad not given water to the weary to drink, and 
had withholden bread from die hungry ; but Job was 
innoc«[^> and could with a good conscience declare that 
he never withheld the poor from their desire, nor caused 
the eye (^ the widow to fail *. 

Those that are hard-hearted to the distressed, should 
femember that they cannot make a covenant with 
death, nor hinder the scourge of distress from reaching 
themselves. They also shdl cry, for the days of dis- 
tress will come upon them ; and whilst they shew no 
pity to tile poor, they harden tiie spirits of men against 
pity to themselves, and provoke God to leave them to 
fidl without succour. 

If we should never fall into distress that needs relief 
at the hands of our fellow creatures, it is certain that 
we need help from God to our souls, and although we 
feel not our need of his pity at present, the day is com« 
ing when we shall feel it at our hearts, and cry out for 
mercy. Our poor fellow creatures need a few pence 
from us, but we need talents at the hand of God ; and 
when we disobey his voice, and re^se to shew mercy 
unto men, we have just reason to fear that we shidl 
have judgment without mercy to ourselves. God is a 
most gracious God. He delights in the voice of prayer, 
and continually answers those requests that believers 
present unto him in the name of his Son ; but he has 
not bound himself to hear those cries which necessi^ 
extorts from the wicked. This is a part of the extreme 
misery of those who ref\ise to hear the cries of wisdom^ 
that liiey shall cry out in their time of calamity, and he 
win not hear them, and the same punishment is here 
threatened to those who will not hear the cries of the 
poor. 

What extreme wretchedness is this, to cry and not 



* Job zxii 7. zxxi^ 0. 
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be heard by a most merciful God ! How provoking is 
the sin which is so severely threatened ! When David's 
enemies cried unto the Lord, and were not heard^ it 
was plain that they were doomed to irremediable mi- 
sery. Job could not imprecate severer vengeance upon 
himself, on supposition he was guilty of the crimes 
charged upon him, than this. Let my cry have no place. 
This is the height of the misery of the damned, that 
their cries are not regarded with pity by God. This 
truth need not however discourage us from presenting 
the prayers of faith to the throne of grace ; for the pray- 
ers here spoken of, are only the cries of strong distress 
extorted from men that have not the love of God, or 
the love of Christ in them. It is rather an encourage- 
ment to pray ; for it shews us that the refusing of pray- 
er is God's strange work, and a piece of his severity to 
great sinners who are destitute of compassion to their 
fellow men. 

When we have reason to complain that we cry and 
shout, but God shutteth out our prayer, let us consider 
^ur ways ; perhaps we have shut our ears on some oc- 
casions against the cries of the poor. This was one 
reason why God accepted not the prayers and fasts of 
those people whom Isaiah speaks of in the 50th chap- 
ter of his book. 

The poor may see in this threatening, great encour« 
agement to themselves to apply to his throne of mercy. 
He that condemns uncharitableness so much in others, 
is full of love and pity, and listens with a gracious ear 
to the sighs and groans of the poor and destitute*. 

Ver. 14.-4 gift in secret pacifietk anger ^ and a reward 
in the bosom strong wrath. 

Anger is a very outrageous passion, and strong wrath 
makes a man like a savage beast, which attacks in its 

♦ Ps. cii. 17. 
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finy any crefttore that comes in its way. Yet such is 
the power of money and presents, that the fiercest rage 
18 assuaged by them ; and therefore when a good con- 
science allows, it is often a piece of prudence to disarm 
An enemy by gifts, rather than to fight with hhn. By 
audi means did Jacob and Abigail secure themselves 
£rom those enemies that threatened them with destruc- 
tion. But to give, or to receive bribes, is a very sinful 
thing, because it is a perversion of justice. For minis* 
ters to receive gifts to soften their severity in censuring 
lenders, (if such unfaithftil ministers can be found,) 
IS one of the worst instances of corruption. 

Although men are generally fond of receiving, yet 
-they are as generally unwilling to be reckoned fond 
of gifts, and therefore those who have the art of giving 
wiU do it in secret, and avoid every appearance of osi 
-tentation in themselves, and every thing that might 
cause a blush in the receivers of their gifts. 

If the love of gifts is so universal and so powerful in 
the hearts of men, we ought to try our own hearts, how 
far we are influenced by it, or whether we believe our 
Saviour's words, that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. Take heed, says our Lord, and beware of co- 
Vetousness. We must keep a double guard against this 
sin, because it is so natural to us, and yet so dangerous. 
Those who receive gifts should take heed to themselves 
lest they receive a bribe under the colour of a gratuity. 
What is given in such a manner as to shun the light, de« 
serves to be at least suspected *. 

Have gifts such a powerful influence to disarm re« 
sentment ? Then let no man plead, in apology for the 
fury of his passions, that he is not able to conquer 
them. If mmiey can conquer them, shall reason, and 
the fear of God, and the command of Christ, be too 

» Chap. xviLa xviiL 16. /A >.'^i ' { >>^ 

Vol. II. E ;>V- -'^^ 
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weak to bridle them ? Surely the commandments <X 
our God and Saviour have too little authority with ns, 
if they have less influence upon our spirits than gold 
and jewels have upon the spirits of almost all men* 

Ver. 15. // is joy to ike just to do judgment, but des^ 
truction shall he to the workers of iniquity. 

Men that are utterly unacquainted with the spirit of 
religion^ and view it only at a distance, form very false 
notions to its prejudice, and are affrighted ^m it with 
much the same reason that childroi are afraid to walk 
in the dark. They fancy that religion is a dull and 
melancholy thing, and that it affords and allows no 
pleasure to saints^ at least whilst their present life con- 
tinues ; but the wise man here tells us^ that the very 
<l(nng of what is right is a part of its own reward, 
bringing with it an heart-felt satisfaction* Love is the 
soul of our obedience ; and a well-rpgulated love is a 
delightful passion, communicating jdeasure to all the 
toils and dangers that are endured for its sake. Jacob 
endured the sultry heats, and chilling frosts, for seven 
•years, with great pleasure, for the love he had to Ra« 
chel, and the holy love of Christians will dispose them 
with greater joy to encount^ the assaultsof the temp- 
ter, to mortify the deeds of the body, to strive against 
sin, and to continue resolute in piety, notwithstanding 
of all the discouragements whidi often attend it. 

The joy of the saints in dcnng judgment is not com^ 
plete in lliis world, because the fledi which remains in 
them lusts against the spirit ; yet it vasUy exceeds in ptt« 
.rityandvigourthehfghest joys of sinners* 'TheChris* 
tian is unspeakably more happy in resisting and van^ 
quishing the lusts of the ^fleshi dian the worldly main 
is in gratifying them* 

This sentence is a mavk by whidi we ought to tiy 
ourselves* Many do judgm e n t without tiddng x>le»« 
sure in it; their conB^e&oes will not suffer them to do 
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otherwise^ but their hearts are on the ^ide of sin ; or 
they will do many good things vith pleasure, because 
their constitutional and beloved sins are not affected by 
them ; but there are other things at which, like King 
Herod, they stop short, because they will rather risk 
damnation than part unreservedly with the pleasures of 
sin. But the just man takes pleasure in the way of 
God's testimonies, without any exception to particular 
steps of it, as far as it is known to him. He lifts up 
his hands to the commandments of God which he love?^ 
and in his measure he resembles Christ, whose meat 
and drink it was to do his Father's will : nor is his love 
of the commandments confined to die first table of the 
law : it is as much his joy to pay his debtor, as to re^ 
ceive payment of what is owing to himself, and to b&« 
Stow diarity on the poor, as to receive a present firom 
scnne rich friend. 

The wicked have an aversion to judgment. Perhaps 
they are not immoral in their conduct, but it is no plea* 
sure to them to render unto God his due; and tiiey say 
of his service. Oh I what a weariness is it ! Their re« 
liglcm is but a dull lifeless form ; but there is some mu 
tfi^ which ^ ^relished as honey by them, and drunk 
greedily as water. But that sin which is sweet in their 
mouth is bitter in t)ieir belly,, and shall be found more 
deadly than .poison ; for destruction «hall be to the 
Hforkers -of iniquity *. 

Ver. 16. Themt^n that pander eth out of the way of 
w»4^Mf^^ shall remain iurihe eon^egaiion of the 
ieadf. 

The w*yjof holiness is the way of understanding; 
for a g90d understanding have ^U they that do God'a 
cpmnwndments, anit all b^ctes are fools. Whilst men 

• Chap, X. 29. 
~i-6faa&nremain in the co Dg re gation of ^smntr^who^penihed by. 
the flood.) 
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wander in the forbidden paths of sin, they are dead 
whilst they live, and are sinking themselves deeper and 
deeper into the dungeon of misery. 

But of all the wanderers in the ways of sin, those aire 
in the most dangerous condition who were once to ap- 
pearance walking in the ways of understanding, and 
have now turned aside into the ways of darkness, it 
had been better for them never to have known the ways 
of righteousness, for they bring great reproach upon 
the ways of God, and behave as if they had found ini- 
quity in the Holy One. They sin against convictions 
and vows ; they prejudice midtitudes against the way 
of truth ; and bring the blood of many souls upon their 
own heads. They harden their spirits against God, 
and if their consciences are ever again awakened^ they 
are in danger of sinking into the hideous gulph of des* 
pair. Although apostacy is not in itsdf an unpardoh« 
lable sin, yet it is sometimes an introduction to it, and 
never fails to render repentance extremely difficult, and 
almost impracticable *, 

These unhappy wanderers once ranked themsdves» 
and were ranked by their neighbours, among the living 
in Jerusalem, but they were no better than stalking 
ghosts ; they belong to the congregation of the dead, 
and, without astonishing exertions of omnipotent grace, 
must for ever remain amongst that wretched crew. 

Those that walk in the light must die, but their death 
is an entrance into a better life ; for it cannot dissdve 
their blessed connexion with the Lord of life : but those 
that wander out of the way of understanding, are twice 
dead, they are like trees plucked up by the roots ; death 
will be the king of terrors to them, because it opens 
their passage into the lake of fire and brimstone, whidi 
is the second death. 

jk— ■' ^ 

• Heb. vi, 4, 5 6. 
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Consider^ ye revolting sinners, the greatness of your 
guilt and danger *; be thankful that your situation is 
not yet altogether desperate. There is hope even for 
you, in the all-sufficient Saviour, but .fly to him without 
delays before the decree bring forth, before the fierce 
anger of the Lord come upon you, till there be no 
remedy t. 

Ver. 17* He that lovetk pleasure, shall be a poor man^ 
he that loveth wine and oil', shall not be rich. 

Love not the world, nci the things of the world, for 
if any man love the w^Drld, or the lusts of the flesh, or 
(Aher things in it, the love of the Father is not in him. 

Must pleasure then be renounced, and ev«ry earthly 
satisfaction given up ? Who will enter, into the ways of 
wisdom, if she insists on this ? Pleasure is not to be 
absolutely renounced. The truly religious man finds 
more pleasure, even in his earthly enjoyments, than 
the happiest sensualist; but pleasure must not be loved 
as our chief happiness. Our hearts must be given to 
God, and nothing earthly must be suffered to usurp 
his throne in our souls. 

It is no hardship imposed cm us« to be forbidden the 
love of pleasure, for the seiisuaUst by his love to the 
delights of the flesh, undoes every thing that is de«^ to 
him. He not only wounds his soul, but prejudices his 
health, and wastes his estate: if he is rich^ he makes 
himself poor; it he is poor, he reduces himself to beg- 
gary, and perhaps to a prison. Even in the land of 
Canaan, where vines and olives abounded, poverty was 
the ordinary consequence of dissipation and revelling : 
and how can a man escape poverty, who lives in a 
country, where the climate concurs with the scripture, 
to forbid extravagance, and to threaten poverty as ita 
present recompense ? 

• Itr. Kv. t J«r' ilJ- 12^ 1*- 
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We see every day instances of the truth of diis pro- 
yerb^ in men who have reduced themselved tb hunger 
and want, by gratifying the love of pleasure. GMttcms^ 
and drunkards, and revellers, are fools for this world, 
as well as the world to come; they exhaust, by their 
intemperance, the very source of their pleasures, and 
after contracting by habit an unconquerable desire afler 
wine, and other objects of a sensual taste, they are re- 
duced to a want, not only of the luxuries, but even of 
the necessaries of life. 

Let us therefore, if we wish to be happy, foUoi/r the 
Apostle's rule : The time is short ; let those that rejoice, 
be as if they rejoiced not, and they that use this world, 
as not abusing it. Feasting is not unlawful, but when 
men feast without fear, their jovialty leadfr them to ra- 
velling, which is expressly condemned in Scn|>ture. 
Let us make no provision for the lusts of the fleshy but 
put on tiie Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ver. 18. The wicked shall be a ransom for the'righf^ 
eoHs, and the iramgressor Jbr the upright. 

** I gave Egypt for thy ransom," says God to his peo- 
ple, " Ethiopia and Seba for thee." When Jerusalem ap- 
peared to be on die pmnt of ruin, God gave a diversion 
to the Assyrian forces, by means ci Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia. In like manner, Achan was a ransom for die 
people oi Israel in the days of Joshua, and the seven 
men of Saul's sobs in the days of David. In these, and 
in many othet instances, the righteous were delivered 
out of trotiMe, and the wicked came in their stead •. 

When the wicked flourish, and the righteous meet 
with humbling providences, we must not take offence 
at the providence of God, or the way of holiness. The 
proud are not happy, and those that tempt God are not 
delivered : God tries the faith and patience of his peo« 

• Chap. xi. 8, > 
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ple^ and will in due time make it to appear, t^t they 
are gold and jewels in his eyes^ and that he puts awi^ 
the wicked of the earth like dross. 

God's j^eople need not despair when they are in ttovtm 
ble and see no likely way of getting out of it : God 
can see methods of relief, when they cannot see them, 
aid he can perform wonders for their reliefs Israel in 
Egypt was brought very low, and their oppressors Were 
too mighty for them ; it seemed impossible fn* them to 
escape out of the land of bondage, or if they could get 
out of it, to be safe from the pursuit of their enemies. 
But thdr Redeemer was wise and mighty, and gave 
Egypt for them. By the plagues of Egypt, their re* 
lease was accomplished, and by the drowning of Pha« 
raoh and his army, they were preserved from thci* 
pursuers. 

But God's people must walk uprightly, if they wish 
to^ enjoy the benefit of this special fiivour. If Aey step 
out of the path of integrity, God may rfiew that he 
is no respecter of persons, to their cost* Joni^ fbr his 
^ht from the presence of the'Lord^ was made a ran* 
som (or the heathen sailors that were wbk him in tiie 
ship. Those that shall not be condemned with the 
world, may expect to be chastened, although others 
should escape. 

Ver. 19. It is better to dtveU in the mlderness, than 
with a contenUous and angry woman. 

Contention and an^r conunonly gfi together, and 
they kindle a flame that can scarcely be extinguiriied. 
The .wise man has already told us, that it is better to 
dwell in an iH.thatched houAe, or even on a comer <^ 
the house top, without imy covering from the storm^ 
than with a contentious woman ; but here he goes fiur^ 
ther, and says that it is better to dwell in the wilder* 
ness, than with a contentious and angry woman. The 
wildexness would make a very bad halntation^. becauae 
£4. 
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there are the lions* dens, gnd the habitation of dragons, 
80 that a dweller in the desert would be not only desti- 
tute of every conveniency, but exposed to constant pe- 
rils of his life. Yet it would be a more desirable habi- 
tation, than a wide house with the company of a wo- 
man that was tormenting her husband with everlasting 
brawls. The contentious woman is a greater monster 
than the tiger of the desert, and her tongue is. more- 
noisome than the tongue of the viper. 

A contentious woman is not worse than a tyranniz- 
ing husband. A man may more easily make his escape 
from the presence of a scold, than a woman from the 
face of a brutal tyrant ; and the delicacy of her mind 
makes her more susceptible of melancholy impressions 
from had usage, tlian persons of the other aex ordina* 
rily are. 

When a husband and wife find the marriage yoke 
sweetened by love and peace, they should bless God fort 
the happiness they find in each other's society. Their 
pleasures are the most delightful which this world can 
afford, and they are indebted for them to that kin(i 
providence which has made them one fiesh and one 
souL 

Ver. 20. There is a treasure to be desired, and oU in 
the dwellings of ike wise, but a foolish man spendeih it 

Works of charity are requisite, but don't imagme that 
they will make you poor. Christ commands us not to 
lay up treasures on c^uth, but to lay up treasures that 
never decay, nor become a prey to thieves. But he 
does not require us to give every thing away to the 
poor; on the contrary, he insinuates that a prudent 
householder has in his treasure things new and old. We 
must give alms of aU that we possess, but we are not 
called to give all that we possess in alms;, that would 
^ 9,t (Hi^ce to drain up the fountain of beneficenqe^ and 
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predude ourself es firom dcnng good, as we see occai^n^ 
through the remaining part of our lives. 

Solomon directs us to be liber^ in diaritable distri-r 
biitions^ and yet he tells us in this place^ that the wise 
have a desirable treasure^ not only of the necessaries/ 
but likewise of the comforts and cohveniencies of life. 
Charity dispensed with wisdom^ will not hurt but im-« 
prove a man's estate. Was there ever a more< liberal 
man than Job, and yet he was therichest of aU the^men 
in tlie east. Abraham-abounded in hospitality, and he 
abounded no les» in flocks and herds. It seems a riddle, 
and yet it is a cert^ truth, that expenses and losses on 
God's account are real gains. 

Poverty is oA;en the lot of the wise and religious, but 
it is not the native consequence of piety. Lidustry^ 
and temperance, -and frugality, are recommoided by re^ 
l%ion, and these are natural means of plenty. Above 
all, godliness has the promise of the life that now isy 
and therefore it must be a great^^errcMr to imagine that 
worldly prosperity is inconsistent with the grace of 
God; for God delighteth in the prosperity of his ser- 
vants ; and if he does not smile upcm their outward es«< 
t«te> it is because his. love is directed by infinite know-* 
ledge, which sees a different condition to be, for the 
present, more conducive to their best interests. , 

But if the good man has not a treasure of the good 
things of this world in his house, he possesses a large 
treasure for himself and his family in the promises of 
God *. A man is not poor, although he wants ready 
money, if he has plenty of good bills.* The Christian 
may w*nt every thing that glitters in Ae eye of fleshy 
but he has rich treasures laid up in heaven, and the 
written word of God is his security. 

But a foolish man spends and devours the substance 

• Psalm xxx:m» 
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ijflis family. His wealth is consumed by idkMss nr 
extravagance^ ox by the blasting curse of God; or if 
he is still rich in possession^ he does not hold k by a 
sure- tenure. Sin is often the destruction of men's es- 
tates^ as well as their souls^ and brings present misery 
as well OB eternal ruin. Bat^ however the wicked may 
flourish^ or the righteous decline in the world, (for this 
world is not the place of full recompenses^) the righte- 
ous man when he is pocnrest is nnmensdy rich| and the 
richest of sinners is miserably poor. 

Ver. SI. He that follotvetk after nght&>usnes8 and 
mercy, Jindeth life, righteousness, and honour. 

This world is not the place (^perfection. The best 
Christians must confess thei^ daily ^eulings^ but their 
desires of holiness are sincere^ and accompanied with 
vigorous CTdeavours. SlothM professors have some 
cold desires afber it^ azfed sometimes' their desires areac* 
companied with endeavours^ but these sett weak and 
ineffectual^ cnr however ardent they may appear to be, 
yet they soon spend their force, and all their goodnesa 
is like the morning cloud and the early dew. Chris-i 
tians that deserve the name, ecte, like Ca^b and Joshua,, 
of another spirit, £gc their endeavour is to follow the 
Lord fully. They are followers of the Lamb whither- 
soever he goes, and whatever it may cost them. 

The grace of the gospel teaches us, not only to live 
godly ^ but to follow righteousness and mercy, and these 
two virtues cannot be separated in practice. To be 
righteous, is to render unto every man his due. Now 
love is a debt we owe to every man, and mercy is due 
to the unha^y. The great rule of ri^teousnesa is to 
do to others, as we would wish to be dealt with, if we 
were in their circumstances, and certainly we vSl wish 
to enjoy kindness and pity from our neighbours, ascir- 
cumstanceir require. The righteous, says David, lAcw- 
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•th Bievcy> ttid giveth *• And jnanodier place he says 
jkhat the r^teousness of the merciful man endureth 
fcMrever. 

It is in the stroigth of Qirist that we must Hollow 
^ifter rigbteottsnest and mercy. As his righteousnese 
is the ground of our lK^>es> his grace is the fountain ci 
our supplies^ He is the vine^ and unless we are branch- 
es ingrafted into this vine^.our fruits will not be good, 
l«ere and fidelity are mentioned among the fruits of his 
Spirit f, uad those that have not his Spirit are sensual 
and telfishi and bring forth firuit only to themselves. 

Men Ihiak they will be losers^ by following righte« 
eusness and mercy with, too much eagerness^ but the 
Scripture assures us that they shall be great gainers. 
They may suffer present loss^ but thm gains will be 
infiniidy greater. They i^iall find life^ and life is the 
JMindtftioB of every enjoyment What is aweetet than 
hie? and yet the life of most men is but a vain 
shadow and an empty dream ; but that life which comesr 
fimn the special fiivour of God^ and is secured by pro« 
ttuse, must be a pleasant and hi^py life; Some have 
kst their life for the sake of righteousness^ but Christ 
assures us that their loss was unspeakable gain* They 
Aall find righteouiness ; for as those that love cursii^^ 
shall have cursing poured into Uiem like water^ aiui 
like oil into their bones, so those that love righteous* 
ness shall meet with righteous dealing from men i^ 
and the righteous God will take eare of their interests,, 
and fulfil his fiiithful prcnmses to them. The justice 
of God is eng^ed on their side, through the mediations 
of ClmU, and he cannot be unrighteous, to forget their 
ytrniAn and labours of love §. They shall Bxkd honour, 
f(« their upr^ht and generous^ behaviour is very like- 
ly to procure to them honour from msi; If fook sliouldt 

♦ Pial^xxviL2U + GaU ? . 22. tLukevuSS^ 
t Fiak xixvi. la Heb. vL 10,^ 
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despise tliem> they will be respected by the wise and 
good, if all men should despise than and east out 
their names as evil^ they are precious and honourable 
in the eyes of the Lord. They shall at last be dignified 
with a place at Christ's right hand^ with approbation 
from their judge, and with an eternal crown *. 

Ver. 2^. A wise man scaleUi ike cUy of the mighty , 
and casietk dotvn the strength of the confidence thereof. 

Men are generally so deeply sunk in fleshy that they 
value the endowments of the body, and the outward 
bounties o£ providence, above the noble qualities of the 
mind. This error is corrected by Solomon in this verse. 
He tells us that in every point of view, the qualities of 
the mind are preferable to those of the outward man. 
Cpunsel is better than strength for war, f(»r one wise 
man will take a city defended by many strong men, al« 
though they have the advantage of high walls, and 
strong fortifications on their side. By the wisdom o^ 
Cynis in turning the current of the Euphrates, wa» 
Babylon taken, notwithstanding of jits stupendous 
walls and niunerous defenders. By the discipline oi 
the Romans were the brave and strong nations of 
Gaul and Germany subdued, and in almost every bat«» 
tie, it has been found that wisdom is better than wea-r 
pons of wart. 

If military wisdom is so much preferable to strength, 
bow excellent, is that religious wisdom so much com<» 
mended in this book \ This divine wisdom even in w«r 
has a vast superiority over the wisdom of generals and 
ministers of state, for it leads men to victory, because it 
teaches them to trust in the Lord of hosts. By thit wis- 
dom Abraham conquered four kings when they were 
flushed with victory. By this David, the stripling, over* 
came lions, and bears, and giants. By this many of the 
old believers waxed valiant in fight, and turned to fli^t 

m'9 III 

♦ Job xxx?i. 7v t EccTcs. ix. 13—18.^ 
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the armies of the aliens^ for they knew their God, and 
were strong, and did exploits. By this wisdom the 
weakest believer is victorious through the blood of the 
Lamb, and the word of his testimony, over the dragon 
and his angels. 

Ver. 23. Whoso keepeih his mouth and his tongue, 
keepetk his soul from troubles, 

A furious horse needs a double bridle to restrain its 
fierceness, and it seems the tongue of man needs more 
than a double bridle to keep it in from doing hurt. 
The wise man never ceases to admonish us about this 
point, and in this place he mentions particularly two 
of the instruments of speech, and puts a bridle on each 
of them. As an high-spirited horse, if its fury is not 
curbed with a strong hand, will hurry its rider alongf 
without regarding pits, or precipices, or deep waters, 
and expose him to extreme jeopardy of his life, so an 
imbridled tongue will m^e a man hateful to God and 
men, plunge him into contentions and debates, and ex- 
pose his estate, and life, and credit, to extreme danger. 

Who is the man that wishes to enjoy a quiet and 
peaceable life^ Let him set a guard over his mouth, and 
r^rain his tongue from profaneness and corrupt com- 
munication, from railing and' reviling, and all evil speak* 
ing, from foolish talking, and from inconvenient jest- 
ing. Let prudence and the fear of God stand continu- 
ally like centinels at the door of his lips. Let him 
follow the instructions of David, and Solomon, and 
James *. Let him pray to God to keep the dow of his 
mouth, and remember that an ungovemed tongue is 
inconsistent with religion and happiness, and exposes 
a man to the same danger as a ship when it wants 
a pilot and an helm, and is ready to dash against every 
rock that comes in its way t. 

• PmI. xndv. 11, U, James iii. f C^ap. 18, 20, 21. 
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Ver. 24. Proud and haughty tcorner is his name, who 
dealeth in proud rvrath. 

The anger of a proud man is very fierce. When he 
meet? with the smallest shadow of an affrcmt or provo- 
cation^ his passions are on fire^ and his yei!igeance must 
be satiated^ be the consequence what it wilL He would 
have every man to do him homage^ and when his opi- 
nion is contradicted^ or his humour not complied with^ 
iie rageth like a tempest^ which threatens to spread de- 
solation and ruin. Such was the proud wrath of Ra- 
man^ which could not be glutted with the blood of 
Mordecai alcme^ but thirsted after the blood of a whole 
nation. 

What does the proud worm design by all this fury ^' 
It is his honour that set him in a flame. He thinks 
highly of himself^ and cannot bear the thought that 
another man has not the same deference for him which 
he has for himself. To repair the fancied attacks 
upon his honour^ he gives way to revenge^ and seeks 
the reputation of a man of honour and spirit^ but 
he disappoints his own views^ and meets disgrace, 
when he is hunting for praise. He shall be called a 
proud man^ and that is a^character so base> that a proud 
man cannot bear it, for pride seeks to hide itself under 
any covert rather than be seen. He shall be called a 
haughty scomer^ for he puffeth at his enemies^ and 
pours contempt upon his reprovers. Now a haug^ity 
scomer is a very hateful character, for the scommr is 
an abomination among men. 

Haman the Agagite, and IJzzkii king of Judah,^ 
have brought great dishonour upon their memories by 
their proud wrath. Moses and Job, are men of glori. 
ous memory, for their humility and meekness* The 
godly man is not ambitious of praise, but he receives 
honour from God. The proud man cannot live withw 



y Google 



oot htmour and applause^ and his ambition and pride 
load his name and memory with contempt. 

Ver. 25- The desire of the slothful killeth him, for his 
hands refuse to labour. 

Ver. 26. He coveieth greedily all the day long, but the 
righteous giveth and spareth net, 

Solomon has akeady said enough to banish sloth 
out of the worlds if those who are under the power of 
this vice were not besotted with it ; but here he tells us 
a worse thing about it than in any of his former pro« 
verbs^ for he represents it as a degree of self-murder; 
The slothful man brings diseases upon himself^ by re- 
ducing himself to want of the necessaries of life^ and 
the refreshments oi sleep^ for he will not labour for his 
food^ nor take that exercise which prepares the body 
for quiet rest ; but besides this^ his very desires are 
hurtful to his constitution^ for his mind must be em« 
ployed^ when his hands are idle. His wants^ and the time 
that lies heavy upon him, are strong incitements to 
those insatiable cravings of desire which rack the heart 
and have a sickening influence upon the body. If the 
desire accomplished is a tree of life, those desires that 
cannot be accomplished, must have the quite opposite 
effect If hope deferred make the heart sick, how cruel- 
ly must it be tortured by those insatiable desires that 
are not sweetened by any mixture of hope. 

What is the reason that the slothful man's desires 
have such a pernicious influence upon him ? His hands 
revise to labour. If you bid him go and work^ he will per- 
haps promise to do it, like that son who said to his fadier^ 
I go, sir, to work in the vineyard. He is sensible of the 
necessity of it^ he wishes earnestly to enjoy the fruits 
of labour, he has even some faint wishes that his hands 
would submit to the toil of labour ; but the loss is, that 
his hands will not comply, because they must be takeik 
out of hit bosom if they work. If he could work with 
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his tongue or his feet/wlthout his hands^ he would be i^ 
very industrious man ; but he hates work because it 
does not consist in talking or sauntering about^. 

Slothfulnes? is very prejudicial to the soul, as well 
as the body. As sleep is the nurse of our animal con-* 
stitution, so the deep sleep into which slothfulness casts 
a man^ is the nurse of the body of sin. The sluggard 
coveteth, he coveteth greedily ; greedy covetings are 
his constant employment ; although he will not work 
for necessaries, he could not be happy without the lux- 
uries of life. Those greedy workings of covetous de- 
sire, are a strong temptation to him to pilfer and steal, 
and sometimes they push him on to those crimes that 
procure the gallows. 

Wicked men disappoint themselves by their sins of 
that wished enjoyment, which they seek and hope to 
obtain by their iniquities. The sensualist deprives him- 
self not only of pleasures, but of necessaries, by casting 
away that money that should procure themt. The 
vain and proud bring infamy upon their name, by the 
very means they take to support their honour }; and 
slothful men, whilst they seek rest and ease, endure 
much more fatigue than the diligent man, because they 
make themselves a prey to the restless workings of their 
own unbridled desires.. 

Bui the righteous giveih. He does not say the dili- 
gent man giveth ; for all bad and selfish men are not 
slothful. Some men toil hard, not from any regard to 
God's authority, but entirely for their own interest ; 
they do not glorify God in their labours, for they do 
not work with their hands, that they may have to give to 
him that needeth, a part of what they have earned. The 
righteous man is of a nobler spirit, for he is ever merd- 
ful, and his mercy is one motive to his. industry. He 

♦ Fro?, xiii. 4w t Ver, IT. $ Ver. 1^4. 
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labours in his calling, and the blessing of God gives 
him success^ and he shews his thankfulness to God, by 
giving with an unsparing hand. The slothful man co- 
vets the fruit of other people's labours, but the good 
man does not wish to eat that morsel alone, which is 
procured by his own sweat and toil. God is well pleas- 
ed with his bounties, for he is a cheerful and liberal 
giver*. 

Ver. 27. The sacrifice of the rviclced is abomination z 
how much more when he bringeih it with a wicked mind. 
^ We have already heard that the sacrifice of the wick- 
ed is an abomination to the Lord : we are here told^ 
that it is an abomination, although it is presented with 
the very best dispositions that a wicked man is capable 
of. Some unregenerate men are anxious for eternal 
life, because they cannot always live on earth ; some of 
them have a great deal of seriousness in their devotions, 
and will even worship God in the exercise of tempers 
of mind that have some resemblance of love to God, 
and faith in Christ. Will not such service be accepted 
of God ? By no means. Our great teacher tells us to 
make first the tree good, and then the fruit ; for a cor« 
rupt tree, at the best, produces corrupt fruit. It must^ 
therefore, be a very foolish thing, for men to dream of 
preparing themselves for Christ by a course of serious 
devotions, or of waiting till they are in a better dispo- 
sition for believing in Christ, before they will ven* 
ture to commit the salvation of their souls into his 
hands. Without his grace, we can have no good dis- 
positionS;^ nor do any thing that is acceptable to God, 
for it is only in the beloved, that we are accepted t. 

What then must bad men do ? Must they be driven 
to despair ? or must they give up with duty ? No f. It 
is certain that without faith it is impossible to please 
God ; but it is equally certain, that they are fully war- 

* % Cor. is. 7. -t" Eph. i. 6. Jobn xv. ^ % Acts viii. I%i. 
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ranted to believe in Jesus. Let them make a thaidtful 
use of this prinkge, and firom hencefbrtli do all that 
they do, in word or in deed^ in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

If the sacrifice of the wicked at the very best is an 
abomination, how abominable must it be at the very 
worst ? It is more than abominable, if he brings it with 
a wicked intention. Balaam presented many rich sa« 
crifices ; but they were designed to bribe the Holy One- 
of Israel to be unfaithRil to his people, and changeable 
In his purposes. It is a detestable thing fbr men to 
think they can prevail aa God by the multitude of their 
Jboly services, to dispense with sin, and suffer them to 
escape unpunished, although th^ still live in the prac» 
tice of injustice towards men, and in the neglect of se« 
veral necessary duties which they owe to God *. 

It is no less presumptuous for men to be diligent in 
ihe practice of religion, to obtain the applause of meiu 
This was the vice which our Lord so frequently re- 
proved in the Pharisees, and this fault is still too com« 
mon among the professors of religion. It will be a. 
comfortable evidence that we are not under the reign- 
ing power of it, if we are as conscientious in the secret 
performances of religion, as in those that come under 
the view of men. • . 

' Nothing can be more detestable, than to cover vice 
'with professions of religion. Some have the daring 
presumption to walk on in the ways of sin, and to prac« 
tise the forms of duty, that their character may be 
l9hrouded under the mask of piety. These are follow- 
ers of the Scribes and Pharisees, against whom our Lord 
pronounced so many dreadful woes t. They walk in 
the cursed way of Jezebel, who caused a feast to be pro- 
claimed, that she might destroy an innocent man, and 

• Isaiah i. 11^10. f Matjt. zsUi. 
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]ret keep up the forms of religion and law ; and they are 
likely to perish in the gain-saying of Korah *. 

Vcr. 28. A false wHness shall perish : hut the man 
that heareth, speaketh constantly. 

He is a false witness that speaks what he has not heen 
assured of, by the testimony of his ears or eyes, or some 
6ther way that secures him firom the dtmger o£ lying* 
He may possibly speak what is true, without having 
sufficient evidence of it ; but it is evident, that he is a 
man of a loose conscience, who speaks things with a 
greater air of certainty than his ground of belief will 
Warrant " We testify," says the faithful witness, " the 
things that we have seen and heard," and his followers 
must imitate his example. 

The false witness was to be punished by the magis-i 
trate, according to the law of Moses ; but if he should 
Escape the punishment which his crime deserves from 
men, God says he shall perish^ and jus threatenings 
kre not wind and vanity t. 

' But he that hears the words spoken about which he 
bears witness, and will say nothing without sufficient 
grounds of assurance, betrays not himself by any s^ 
inconsistency, ncnr exposes himself to punishment from 
God or num. He shall live when liars perish, his cha« 
racter shall continue good when liars loose all credit, 
and wh^t he lives, he ^idl have the honour of being 
sust^ed as a good and credible witness ; for lying lips 
are but for a momenti but the lip of truth shall be esta-* 
blished for ever. 

Wherefore, putting away l3ring, let us speak truth 
every man to his neighbour, especially in witness>bear« 
ing. If the commandment of God, and the mighty mo* 
tives of his go^l, will not induce us to do so, let us 
regard our own honour and interest, which suffer irre« 
parable injury by every deviation from truth. 

* 1 Kings xxi. 9, 10. Numb, zvi* -f Chap, six. S, ft. 
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Ver. 29. A wicked man kardenelh hU face ; hut as 

Jbr the upright he directeth his way. 

The wicked man walks in a crooked path« where 
peace and happiness never were^ nor shall be found. 
God calls upon him to leave this cursed way, and to 
turn into the straight way of life. He thunders in the 
curses of his law, and orders his ministers to lift up 
their voices like trumpets, to proclaim in his ears the 
dangers of his course. He deals with him by his pro^ 
vidence, and makes him to feel some of the first fruits 
of that vengeance which iaf the fruit of sin. He sets 
before him the peace and pleasure to be found in the 
way of holiness, that he may be encouraged to leave 
the way of destruction ; but the perverse sinner disre* 
gards the voice and providence of the Lord. The ways 
of sin are so pleasant to him, that he will venture 
the consequences, rath^ than be turned out of them 

, for the present. 

The wicked man has many devices to harden his 
&ce in his sinful course. He walks in the same paths 
as other men do, and many are much worse than himw 
self. He has time enough before him, to repent and 
serve God. He does many good things to overbalance 
his evil deeds, or he will make amends for all at oAce, 
by fleeing to the mercy of God at last. By such cor« 
rupt reasonings as these, he hardens himself in iniqui* 
ty, and sets God at defiance, setting at nought the ter« 
rors of his wrath, and trampling upon the grace and 
blood of the Redeemer, who came to turn ungodliness 
from Jacob. By degrees he contracts so powerful habits 
of sin, that his conversion is almost impossible ; he casts 
off shame and fear, and sins without restraint, till he 
finds that there is justice and vengeance, as well as for« 
bearance with God *. 

• Pwlm UfiU. 21. 
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But the upright man directeth and establisheth his 
way. He may sh'p with his feet, but he recovers him- 
self by the aids of divine grace. If he turns aside, as 
a good man may do, he will not persist in sin, but, like 
Jobj he confesses with self-abhorrence his vileness, and 
will proceed no farther in it *. He endeavours, in the 
general course of his life, to keep at a distance from sin 
and temptation, and to order his conversation with such 
prudence, that he may not by surprise be ensnared in- 
to sin, nor meet with any occasion of stumbling. Thus 
did David direct his way, when he had the word of 
God in his heart to keep him from sin, and fortified 
himself with firm resolutions, and fervent prayers, when 
he knew that he was to meet with snares in his path t. 
Thus did Abraham direct his way, when he was com- 
manded to sacrifice Isaac. He never told Sarah, nor 
even his servants that attended him on his journey, 
that he had received so strange a command from God, 
for he was fiilly resolved to obey the voice of the Lord, 
and wished to obviate every advice in opposition to his 
duty. Let us follow the example of these holy men, 
making straight paths for our feet, that what is lame may 
not be turned out of the way ; and to him that ordereth 
his conversation aright, will God shew his salvation. 

Ver. SO. There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor 
counsel against the Lord, 

"Wisdom excelleth folly, as much as light excelleth 
darkness, and Solomon often directs us to manage all 
our aflairs with discretion and counsel, by means of 
which purposes are established ; but he warns us in this 
place, not to trust to our own wisdom or prudence, nor 
to dream that they can accomplish anything without the 
permission and pleasure of God. Wisdom and counsel 
can do much with the blessing x>f God, but all the wis- 
dom of men and angels could do nothing in opposition 

* Job xL 4L t ^BaUn cxix. 11. cxU, 3, 4. 

' Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



118 EXPOSITION OF THE [[CHAP. XXU 

to hifl counsels, which are ^executed by the arm of 
omnipotence. 

There is, no doubt, wisdom and strength in many of 
the sons of men, but with God is wisdom and strength 
in an infinitely superior degree**. One wise man ex« 
eels another wise man so much that he can manage him 
as if he were a child ; but the only wise God turns the 
wisdom of all the philosophers in the world into fool- 
ishness, and the foolishness of God is infinitely wiser 
than the best wisdom of creatures. 

Herod formed a project deep as hell to destroy our 
infant Saviour ; but Jesus lives and reigns. Herod and 
his family were soon extinct. The like success has at- 
tended all the contrivances of men to destroy the church 
of our Redeemer, and God hath glorified hiihself upon 
the mightiest and wisest enemies of his people, by mak« 
ing their infernal devices the means of ruining them* 
selves, and of advancing the interests of Ziont. Let 
Zion rejoice because of God's judgments, and let all the 
daughters of Judah be glad, for the Lord of hosts hath 
purposed good concerning her, and who shall disannul 
his purpose ? The enemies of Zicm may associate and 
combine, and form their plans for her destruction, but 
they shall not stand, for the Lord hath founded Zion, 
and the poor of his people shall trust in herj:. 

There are men who aspire to honour, and in their 
pride would exalt themselves in opposition to the will 
of God, who hath annexed honour to piety, and dis- 
grace to pride and ambition§. But shall they succeed I 
The Lord hath purposed to stain the pride of all glory, 
and they shall be scattered in the imagination of their 
hearts. There are some that try to carry on their plans 
for enriching themselves and their fiunilies, in spite of 
.God. But poverty and ruin is the firuit of their pxe^ 
ti'. 1 1 i — I 

• Jdb tiL 12, 13. t ^•« xi5-l»- Mlc hr. 11—15. 
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sttmption^. In shorty all that seek for profit or p1ea« 
sure, in transgressing the law of God shall find loss and 
misery. 

Trust in God at all times^ acknowledge him in all 
your ways^ and be not afraid that any of his gracious 
counsels shall be frustrated. But those that harden 
themselves against God shall be ruined without reme- 
dyt. 

Ver. 31. The horse is prepared against the day of hat* 
ile, but safely is of the Lord. 

Solomon here teaches better than he practised^ for we 
need from God not only light to guide us in the way, 
but grace to wdk in it %, He provided 40,000 horses 
«ven though God had expressly forbidden the kings of 
Israel to inultiply horses, lest their hearts should be 
drawn away from the hope oflsrael. But this proverb 
was abundantly verified by the consequences of the 
change that Solomon introduced into the management 
of public afiairsi for from his d^^s the people never 
made such a figure in war, as they had done in former 
days, when the judges of Israel went on foot against 
those that fought from chariots of iron §. 

Horses and warlike preparations of every kind arc 
nevertheless necessary to be used in war, when they 
are not expresdy forbidden by God. Yet if you trust 
in horses, you will find that they are fiesh ^id not spi* 
xit, and that they cannot afford safety to those whose 
hearts are turned from the Lord||. When the people 
of Judah went down to Egypt for help, and trusted in 
the Egyptian horses iot aafety against the king of As« 
i^ia, the prc^ihet Isaiah, with aloud voice, remonstrat- 
ed against their conduct, and cried that their strength 
was to sit still, and wrote it in a table, and noted it in 



♦ Prov. x.,2,.S. . t Ch. xix. 21. J KseL Hxvi. 27. 
§ Judges y. I Pi. xxziii. 17« 
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a book^ that it might continue for ever and ever as a 
testimony on record against those that trust in diariots 
and horses rather than the name of the Lord*. 

Are we obliged to fight for our liberty and religion? 
let us set up our banners in the name of the Lord, be- 
lieve in him sis the Lord of armies, that mustereth the 
hosts of the battle, and decides the fate of war, and be- 
ware of every tiling that might provoke him to sell us 
into the hands of our enemiest. 

Prudence obliges a nation to avoid dangerous wars J. 
Religion teaches us, if possible, as far as lieth in us, to 
live peaceably with all men. But necessity is sometimes 
laid upon Christians to expose themselves to jeopardy 
in the high places of the field, for their country and re- 
ligion. In such cases the firm belief of this proverb 
will encourage us to venture into the field against a su- 
perior force, persuaded that every bullet has its direc- 
tion from God, and that he is able to give us th6 vic- 
tory, or to make defeats and deaths our advantage^ . ' 

Salvations of every tind belong to him. The means 
of safety muift not be neglected, but God alofte must be 
trusted, and when the means are attended with success", 
the glory is to be ascribed to him. Joshua employed 
the whole force of the armies of Israel against the na- 
tions of Canaan, and he praised those tribes that gene- 
rously and faithfully assisted their brethren to subdue 
the country ; but he was fully sensible that it wasf not 
their sword and bow that had gotten the land, but God's 
right arm and favour, and the light of his codntenaricefl. 

In our spiritual warfare, we must arm ourselves ^ith 
the whole armour of God, but our strength must be in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. If we must 
trust him for safety in fighting with fiesh and bloody 

♦ If. XXX. 7, 8. + Judges v. 8. Beut. xxiiL 9. Ps. xx. 5. 
$ Luke xiv. § Judges y. 9. Ps. aHir. I Josh, ja^* 3. 
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iiow CBXk we wrestle sucoessfolly against the powers of 
bell without his divme succour*? 



CHAPTER XXIL 

Verse 1. A good name is rather to he chosen than great 
riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold, 

A great &ne is nofoe of the most desirable objects^ 
bat a good character and the love of men are frequents 
Ij represented by Solomon as valuable blessings. 

Eiches are greatly esteemed in the worlds and, under 
the management of wisdom, serve very valuable purpos- 
es ; but they don't contribute so much to the quiet and 
happiness of life, as the esteem and love of our neigh- 
bours, nor do they qualify us so much to honour God 
and do good to men. Paul ddes not require it as a qua- 
l^cation in church rulers to be rich, but he requires 
that, along with knowledge and good behaviour, they 
should have a good report amcmg Christians, and even 
heathens. He was sensible thait the most useful instruct 
tions from a suspected person would have no better re* 
Utik than wh<desome food presented in an unclean dish. 
Our Lord requires all Christians to do those good works 
that are esteemed by men, not indeed that they may 
veceive praise ^m men, but that God may be glori« 
fied on their behalf. The like exhortations are fi:e« 
quently giv^n us by the apostles of Christt. 
. But we must still remember that a good name and 
the favour of men are not to be compared with the 
pleasures of a good conscience, and the favour of 
God j for if the friendship of men is so "pleasant and 

♦ Eph. vL 11, 12, 13, 18. 
tH<mi.xa.n. 2CoT.vm.2h mLiii.a sr«tiiw 
F 
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aseful> God is greater than mea, and his favimr is in- 
finitely more valuable. And we have no reason to 
be vexed if we lose the esteem of men in our endeavours 
to please God. The esteem and good will of men are 
to be valued chiefly because they will enable us more 
effectually to serve the interests of God's kingdom^ and 
to do good to the souls of men. When they are valued 
for their own sakes, they become a snare to us^ as they 
were to some of the ancient Jews, who would not con- 
fess Christ, because they loved Uie praise of men more 
than the praise of God. When our niunes are cast out 
AS evil, for a good cause, we h^ve reason to rejoice and 
triumph, because we are made partakers of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, that when his glory shall be revealed 
we may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

If we seek chiefly to please men, we are n<^ the sw- 
vants of Christ, but if we are the servants of Christ, we 
must endeavour for his sake, to please men, for their 
good to edification, and for the honour of his gospel. 
We must value our character above money, and avoid 
«very thing that is mean, although it might promote 
our outward estate. We must not only attend to the 
secret duties of religion, but those also that recommend 
it to the world, and take all care that our good be not 
evil spoken of, and that religion meet with no reproach 
by our misconduct. We should be thankful to God^ 
f£ we enjoy the benefit of a good name, and employ our 
influence for the advancement of his glory, but w^ must 
abhor the thoughts of making any sinful compliances 
with the course of the w<Mrld for the sake of our credit, 
remembering that instructive saying of God, *' Them 
that honour me, I will honour, but they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed," 

* Ver. ^. The rich and poor meei iogeiher, the Lord is 
the maker oflhem all. 

What is a king to a man ? what Is a crown and a 
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throne to a thinking substance, capable of enjoying 
Gxxl ? Majesty is a high sounding title, but the name 
of a reasonable being would be accounted much more 
noble, were not kings reasonable beings like other men. 
The things wherein men of different circumstances a- 
gree, are infinitely more important than those wherein 
they differ ; yet such is the vanity which generally at- 
tends riches and power, that great men often treat per- 
sons of mean station, as if they were some lower rank 
of animals. 

The poor and rich are made of the same blood, and the 
same glorious power is displayed in the formation of 
their bodies, and the creation of their souls. They breath 
the same vital air, and enjoy the light of the same 
sun. They owe their support equally to the earth, and 
shall return to the same dust. Their souls are equally 
precious, and shall dwell in the same eternal habitations, 
unless there is a distinction between them of a very dif* 
ferent kind, from that which makes the rich too often 
to trample upon the poor, and the poor to return their 
contempt with the no less criminal passion of envy. 
They are alike lost in Adam, and have the same right 
to salvation, through Christ revealed to them in the 
gospel. 

They meet together in the same family, and church, 
and nation, and they are useful to each other, if they 
comply with the designs of providence. The rich man's 
wealth would be of little use to him without the 
labour of the poor ; and the rich man ought to return 
protection and wages to the poor. Like members of 
the tame body, they ought neither to despise nor to 
grudge at one another, but to contribute their joint en- 
deavours to the good of the whole. 

The Lord is their common creator and father, and 
by his providence he hath made this man rich and the 
F2 
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other man poor^ and can invert their conditions wb^ 
he pleases, as the experience of every day declai^es. 

\\ hy should the rich man demise his poor fellow 
creature ? Did not he that made you make him ? D^ 
iiot one God fashion you both in the womb *? Did God 
firame you of finer clay^ or form you of better blpQ^ 
than that of Adam ? or do your riches make you bet- 
ter^ or wiser, or even happier than the po<nr man ? The 
horse is not so much worse than brutish, as to reck<m 
itself a nobler animal than another of its own spede% 
because it has got a finer saddle on its back* 

Let not the poor grudge at their poverty, and repine 
at him that has given a larger portion of land and mo* 
pey to their fellow men, for he is the Lord. He hath 
given you more than you can claim by the rights x£ 
justice, and if he has given more to aome others than 
to you, he has given them what was his own and not 
yours, and has commanded them to be kind and useful 
to such as you^ in the spending of it t. 

Ver. 3. A prudent man foreseelh the evil and kid^h 
himself: but the simple pass on and are punished. 

Common prudence will teach men to provid9 lor 
their security against plain and evident dangers. Drunk- 
ards, and whoremongers, and rash sureties^ are 4€^- 
tute of common sense as well as religimi, otherwise 
they would not rush upon certain destruction for aio^ 
mentary gratification. 

, This mark x)f prudence a|^)ear8 chi^y in those 
y'ho partake of the wisdom that is from above. As 
Koah, when he foresaw the deluge, prepared an ark to 
^e saving of his house, so the prospect of the deluge 
of wrath alarms them, and instigates their flight to that 
blessed refuge which God hath provided f<ff our souls. 
When Moses foretold the tremendous storm that was 

• Jcb jaa\. 16. t Matt. zz. 15. 
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't9 destroy the fields and cattle of Eg3rpt, it was seen 
who 6f Pharax^'s servants were fools^ and who were 
wise. The foolish left their cattle in the fields to perish^ 
^Me wise amongst them put their cattle under a shelter. 
Now God tinreatens punishment to sinners in his word^ 
htrt he is (leased in his great mercy to shew us where 
ilFe may find refuge. Christ is an hiding place from 
the storm^ aiid a covert from the tempest ; and those 
who are made truly wise, will give no rest to their eyes, 
mot dumber to tiieir eye^lids, till they are hidden un- 
der the covert of his righteousness. Besides that terri« 
fele wrsth whic^ shall seize upon all sinners at last, God 
elteBtimes gives commission to particular judgments, 
to avenge his quarrel upon a land or church. Now 
prudence wiU enaUe us in some measure, to discern the 
i^ns Bf the times, and to judge of effects from their 
causes. There are some men so stupid^ that they will 
not see God's hand when it is lifted up^ but the wise 
man, by the threatenings of the word and the appear* 
aRoes of providence, can see God's hand when it is about 
to be Uked rxp, and eaten into those chambers of safe« 
ty which are provided for his safety in the evil day. 

It is only s^isual and earthly wisdom that teaches 
ttien to shelter themselves from danger, by venturing 
on mn, or neglecting duty. This is just as wise, as it 
Wdidd be for a man to run upon a drawn sword to avoid 
the scratch of a pin *« But the simple walk in dark« 
ness. They see not the evil coming, or if they see it, 
they are so senseless that they pass on in their dan- 
gerous course, till they meet with deserved punishment, 
and ^ey are more stupid than many of the brutal cre- 
mkHi, who foresee the storms and run to their shel- 
. tets "f. Many of the feathered tribes, before the cold sett 
- in, fly away to warmer climates. How then do ye say, 

• Da9« iii. t Job xzsvi. 33.. 
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we are wise, and the law of the Lord is withTi«,if jwti 
are more senseless than the beasts of the earth, and less 
wise than the fowls of heaven ? Will you cdl yourselvw 
reasonable creatures, and Christians, when neither f#a 
son nor revelation can make you so prudent abotttyoHr 
best interests, as instinct alone renders animak tbat 
cannot boast of these precious gifts*. 

Ver. 4. Bi/ htmiUiy and tke fear of th^ Lord, art rkHih 
eSf and honour, and life. 

Many great things are said of humility hi Senpttn^, 
and many precious promises are made to iL But thte 
humility meant, is not that false humility that is oflen 
found among the prondest of men, nor thrft cofisHtte- 
tional modesty, or that condescension- of temper ' atiH 
behaviour, t^hich is the m^i*e effect of good sen«e; and 
IS a very mniable quality, but not a Chri^ill* gnsc^. 
Christian humility is that wWch has the promises b^- 
lonjing to it, and it is always joined with the fear of the 
Lord. It arises from an apprehension of the gloriotis 
excellencies of God ; for when our eyes are open to Mb 
terrible majesty, we cannot but perceive our own rnedh- 
ness ; when we behold his spotless purity, we must be 
ashamed of our own loathsomeness ; when we contem* 
plate his awful authbrity, we feel our obligations to drf- 
ny our own perverse wills ; when his soverei^ty is felt, 
we cannot but yield the management of all our concerns 
into his hand ; and when we have the knowledge of . 
his righteousness, we are obliged to Renounce our own 
works, and submit fo the righteousness of God. Thus 
Job and Isaiah were humbled. They saw God witK 
the seeing of the eye, and humbled themselves in th^ 
dust before him. 

Humility, arising from an impression of the glories 
of God, is attended with other Christian graces, andihi 

* Jeremiah viil. 7. 8. 
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hoty coRversaliiHi. The humble man wtU walk hum* 
Uy witib h» God, and bend all his endeavours to please 
the MostH^. 

By this humility are riches, and honour, and live^ 
(fBavg.) These things are greatly valued by the sons 
of men, especially when they attend one another. Riches 
are universally coveted, and yet many that possess 
theia are discontented, because tliey covet the addition 
of titles Mid dignities to their wealth ; and some that- 
hivve ridies and honours in abundance are more unhap- 
py thtn those who want them, because they must die, 
and leave their beloved dignities and riches to others. 
Bttt here Solomon instructs us, in few words, in a short 
aad siure way of attaining those blessings, which men 
so ard«iitly covet, and in securing them against every 
contifigeBey, and even against death its^f. But if we 
ildl^w his directi<m, we must renounce the wisdom of 
tb» worid, w^h teaches the opposite doctnne. It is 
genenlly bdieved, that if men would obtain riches and 
greattiess, they must push .themselves forward, and 
make themselves mmi of importance, and that they must 
net' too scrupulously adhere to thehr duty, but in some 
oases venture to displease God by venial sins, to secure 
the favour of men. But we are here taught that hu- 
mility and the fear of the Lord are the straight road to 
every Aing dcfsirable ; and if we believe that God is the 
fountain of life, and every blessing, the doctrine of So« 
lomon will be clear as Uie light For to whom do kings 
give ^ir favours .>* to thei? friends or enemies ; to those 
y^hom they love, or to those whom they hate? We 
know that the Lord delights in the humble, and takes 
pleasure in them that fear him ; and as he waters the 
hiHBble vflUies with the faictifying showers, so he re- 
freriies with his abundant blessing, those who are low 
in their own eyes, and wiDing to render the glory of 
all that they receive to the Giver. If the humble want 
E4. 
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any thing thtt is good in this waiAd^ thej ^all posiMB 
unfailing treasures and a crown of life in heftv^i K - 

Ver. 5. Thorns and snares are in the woy of thejp4m 
ward, he that doth keep his soul shall bejarjrom^^kem 

When the children of Israel ^»ared ^e Canwamtgi, 
in opposition to the commandment of God^ tbe^ fbuMA 
the consequences of their sin> thoi^ it might tent a 
^ttle one^ very troublesome, for the remnant of ibmae^ 
cursed nations were thorns in their eyes, and snares and 
traps to them/ and scourges in their 8ide& Suck tlMiil 
sui be to every froward transgressor. It is ge n fl m lly 
Inlawed that the end of transgressors is miscrab^, tot 
we are assured by Solomon that their way is hasd^; atid 
that it is all covered over with thorns and snarvs.. The 
tyranny of lusts« the cravings of inocdinate desire% the 
disappointment felt in the enjoyment of the plea8ui^<|f 
sin, which never answer expectation> the stings of jocm- 
science, the bitter fruits of many^sins even in thift u^tii, 
and the sore rebuke^ of providence, arethorasaodbif- 
ers which pierce the souls <^ transgresMNra every- daj. 
And as Gideon taught the men of Soccolh; vMk 
thorns and briers, so men, if they were not beoooiabHi^ 
tish, would learn, from the pains that attend ok foUev 
the pleasures of sin, that it is an evil and a bitter tfaiog 
t;o forsake the Lord +. 

The wicked cannot get free of these misertegy^fbr 
snares are in their way, by which they are hekLfast^ as 
a bird in the snare of the fowler. They are conqMOped 
l^y God with a net, and all their efforts will be insuffi- 
qient to disentangle them i . 

There are snares also in their way, by which, the 
devil holds them fast in sin, so that they cannot get 
free from his tyranny. They re$<dve to xqient «t last, 



* Mstt. V. 3. t Matt. xiii. t%. Luk« viti. 14 

± Job xxii. 10, 
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i^bvt tiicy find Uurt Solan keeps them &i* in the ccwdr 
g£ their «b8. They axe like galley slaves chained to 
^ihmr woiki Mid nothing but almighty grace can work 
out deliTeranoe for them *• Sneh is the malignant na-^ 
tare of oin^ that it turns every thing into a snare^ and 
^aaocoamm of sin* Advevsky and prosperity, the 
comforts of the tafale> the ordinances of God, and Christ 
himsdf, are •snare to the frowasd t. 

Who is Xbe num that shall be preserved from these 
saares and thorns ? He that keepeth his soul by watdw 
Oflwowt against sin and temptation^ by prayer^ and, a» 
iMlveaU, by CMamktiBg it to the care of him that is the 
kc«per of Israek He riiall be preserved from every 
ovil thisg> he shall be far from those thorns md ftiareft 
whi^ the frowaid man is continually meeting in hi» 
polfa. 

: Aie these^things sO'^ Did not Job keep his soul witir 
all diligence) and even tilie souls of his diildren, and 
vyiitte met with snores^ and nets, and darkness, in his 
falhs t« Thie caanot be denied, but Job was onty tri* 
Mr.for • moment, to- improve his graces, to raise hia^ 
namey and to brighten his crown. The people of God 
«H^ expect monifold tribulations, but, amidst them aU,. 
ihey have peace in Christ: And what are the tribula* 
tions of ^e world to the peace that is in^ himi They 
ahaK-be preserved by the power of God; Ummgh faith 
unto ealvatioa, and whilst they sow in. tears they can 
iH^oioe in die hope of reaping in joy $• 

Ver. & Tram up ackUd in ike may t^ktrein he ihould 
go^andCia also, cffpven) fvken ht U M, he mil not dt^ 

Take this dyid, said Phanu^'s ^ughter to Joehebed, 
BHTse him fior me, andl will pay thee thy wages4 Chil. 

^ • 2 Tim.ll« 86. t <P*of. L 32. P«. Ixix. M. it. tUi. li.. 
t Job lOx. 6,.8» zzU^ 10. § Rom. yU|. 88. 8 Cor. ?. 17.. 
15 
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dren ane an heriUge <^ die Lotd, an4 lie kjs i^ilw> 
in a special manner^ to the dnldrcn of profesmg C^M-is^ 
tians^ ad his own *• Andhecoinmandf 1^emCobeniif»i^ 
ed and trained np for hhnself^ and those dutcribej^ his i)V0 
ders shall he ridily reeompensed^ in- 1^ good hdwviott^ 
of their children, oir at )ea9ti in the appnibatioH«f€kMl^ 
and the satisfaction of their own ninck* •) 

Satan will soon address hhnself to your cfcMrei^ tolMU 
speak them for his serrke. Their reason wfll na so^er 
begin to operate than he will take advanta^ of that fbiA^ 
ishness which is bound up in tiieir hearts, to te tkna^iti 
his service. Endeavour therefore to be bdWehand wkb 
him. Instruct them in the knowledge of Ood, of iMf 
own fallen condition, of the way that Ood hath provided 
for their recovwy, and tiie way of holiness wberehv they 
should walk. Convince them, by methods suited ^ 
their tender years and weak minds, that're%ie«l is 
pleasant, and necessary for them^' Cheek the iirtt- ap» 
pearances of vice, by snch means as will not giw thim 
a disgust at instruction. Aocemmodate'yeurselvetiintiw 
methods df your instructions to thdr e^cktea atli 
dispositions, that they may be (towntoveligknywMi 
the Goorck of love, and with the tiatid&f jof atnan. ¥m 
rents do not give the sam^ food ta bll childfviii'biit'sitt 
tend to the difference in dcebreohstitntkifsfaAdtaSles^ 
in their care of their bodks > and why (dioald they nut 
make thelike di^rence in their management of titir 
minds ? Let all your instructions be sweetened by gtfid 
nature, and en^rced by good example, whidi^hlM^ 
greater' infisi^ce thail precepts upon all xneit, and «8w 
pecially on children. Correction must likewise havfrte 
place in tndniiig up your chilih'ett ; andiGodJMMMbe, 
earnestly implored to crown the'Whole witfrliiildeaidiif. 
When children are thus trained up> t h e y wil l b e- l ed 
I I ■ - -- 1 . ' • ■■■■,.>.- ■■■ ■ ^. . ., — - 

• Etekkt XT), eo. ' ^ ; 



y Google 



«Mff»un»n BOOK or p i tu f mh Mf 131 

iittkAepii^Qfl^eiiiid pMOe, and ev«n whai they 
ai# iotd they wiUnot torn ande out of them. Timothy 
ftflKl a <^Mid WB» tfained up in the knewledge of the 
hriy Smp^ate9, and the &ith whidi dwelt in his graud^ 
widlllfr and mother, dwelt ii> him also, far the scrips 
twp^ made bkm wke unto salvation* It is a great pleii- 
sure to parents to see their children walking in the 
tnithf aod it i»an onspoakable heightening of that plea- 
Mune^ whim their own instnicti^M and admonitlcms 
faaye btewblessed by Crod^ as means of conducting them 
mte-^tttv^pood paUi. Parents love their children, be-^ 
fiatise A^' were the iostiruments of their existwce, but 
^MJ^ will look upon the firuit of their bodies to be 
liouU^ -their children, when tiiey are spiritual fathers 
Io4hoilif aS' wdl as die fathers of their flesh. But how 
paiaful pawn it be to the heart <^ a parent, to see the 
inisliebaviottrof achild, whose Chiistian education was 
BC^ledtldf Every wicked act in such a child, must be 
#rWCWHi4in the heaK of his cruel father, who by his 
ctvelntgligenee, 1^ his child to be a i^rey to the devil, . 
aad> oavried captive by that cruel tyrant, to be employ- 
^ in Jus hcDMi drudgery. If the father lives to see 
bim di« in such a situation, what an hell must it be to 
ms-own sDuL £ven the agonies of a wounded consci- 
eneo ave uaeqiial to the torment of reflecting that, in 
0^t0- of all die^oUigations of naiture, and interest, and 
friigi^, a pomr diild was sufiered to be carried away 
>y Setaa to the lakse of fire ; where he is now justly 
^l^sit^ the inslnimmit who brought him into die world 
m nnlUl stale,^ because he never used the proper 
i^ieoBafor preventing that horrible misery, to^whidi heis 
Bowartdacedi 

Will ehU^ai alwajrs walM in tbat way iHier^ they 
are larained up ? ' For the most part this will be the ease, 
God is a sovereign dispenser of grace, and be is not 
under any obligation to bestow it upon the children of ~ 
E6 
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•his faithful people; featthispnyverbteacheBiiiy^tlui^to 
uses to bless the attempts of parents* to tcain lip ih4ir 
children in the nurture and admonition of the LorcL 
.If parents are disappointed in thehr expectations from 
.their children^ they will be free at least of thoae terriUe 
remorses which stiog the hearts of careless parentf^ 
when their children prove wicked* They have tbfi 
pleasing consciousness of having d(»ie their do^« Tkv 
can pray, with humble boldness, that God may yet h]$m 
his own appointment for their children's i|dvantage; Ibr . 
the seed of early instruction vaa^ be many yeara buriod 
under ground, and at last spring up. They mi^ even 
form some pleasing hopes, that although they have qcKt 
the pleasure of seeing their houMS such with Gpd a^ 
they could, wish, they may see at the great day^ 8«meiit 
the right hand o£ Christ, who gave them too much r^ 
son to fear the contrary. The instructioas of Ueae^ 
kiah had no influence upon Manassch, till he had be^ 
kmg in his grave; and yet Hezekiah willbejai»li?,,W:e 
hope, to say at the last.. Here am I, and the son wJ|ioia 
God hath given me. 

Ver. 7' The rich ruleth over the foflr, and the bar» 
roner is servant to the lender. 

When Job's three friends endeavoured to. coavhice 
him that he was a great sinner, and qould make po^ invr 
pression upon him, Eliphas at last ventures rpuodly ^ 
tell him, what his trangressians were; but.aahehad 
only coiyecture to go upon, he could only judge.^^liat 
th(^ sins were that he was most likely to fall into* and 
fixes upon those that were most natural to a man in hja, 
circumstances. Job was the greatest of all the men in 
the east, and therefore Eliphaz tells him^ that he had - 
taken a fdedge from his brother for nought, an4 had 
tyrannized over the poor; for he knew that the.pridfs 
of riches often dispkys itself in luob c«^uct^ai0 that 
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liMe ifbose circtmistaiices enable AesA to lend to 
others, are too often betrayed^ by their drcumstancei, 
' »lo iiwol^tee and ^^resdicm. . It is not for nothing 
AttC BM dtrects Timothy to diar^ those who are 
rieh'itt the world, not to trust in uncertain ri<jie9» 
ner le be h%hpminded. Ridi persons ought nar^ 
'i^srly to examine tlieir own hearts and conduct, whe^ 
dUir they are not puffed up with vanity, and dis- 
posed to behave imperiously towards their inferiors, 
especially t&ose who are d[>liged to have some de- 
pendence upc»i them, and whose circumstances pbHge 
thetn- to be in their debt. Let them remember that 
tb^ hare received their riches from God, by whose 
provkknce things are so managed, Uuit this man is poor 
add -the odier man rich ; this man must borrow, and 
anot&a: man is able to lend. Let them attend to 
tlMlr own poverty and absolute dependance in respect 
fi£ God, before whom the rich and the poor are equal, 
and by whose justice, those who take their brethren 
•by^ iht' throat, because they owe them a few pence, 
will have the many talents exacted, in which they stand 
inddbted to God. 

This proverb is a warning to men to be industrious 
aoci Ihigaf, that they may not lose their liberty. Men 
wh€^ labour di%ently in their callings, need not cringe 
to ^be ridi, HOT live in any man's debt. Some persons 
case not h«!W much they borrow, never remembering 
that the day of payment'is coming, and diat a man has 
as many masters as he has creditors. Paul did not 
chooseto be burdensome to any man, nor to be meanly 
dqp^ndimt upon the generosity even of those who were 
best affiK^d to him, but he laboured, working with his 
hsDds, and helped by bi» labours to supply the wants 
ofhia.frlends; 
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Ver. 8. He that sotveth iniqnit^ shall reap tnm^^ 
mid the rod of his anger shall fail. 

The busbrndman does not expect' toveap wfaetl'^ 
he has sown tares^ and yet men are often safoolish as- 
to expect) that, aft^r sowing to the fiesh, thej ^lail reapr 
the same thing with those that sow to the spkit ; alid^ 
therefore, Paul warns men not to sufer themselves t^ hm 
deceived in this momentous point *• Solomon gives i^ 
like wimiing in this place, and so does Hosea f . - . 

He that lives in the practice of «ny sin, is sowing? m^ 
^ity ; for the thoughts of the mind, the words of liie 
mouth, and the labours of the haXYd, are seed whieftt 
shall spring up and produce a corresponeKng harv)^^ 
Men expect pleasure and profit from sin, but it w«Bl 
yield them nothing but disappointment and mischief. 
The wages of sin is death, and the truth of God stanili 
engaged for the payment. ' 

This harvest of disappointment and mtsa*y is somek 
ttmes begun in this world, as Eliph« assures us fVwsa 
his own observation J. But the first fruits of k otdy 
are reaped at present : the full harvest is at the eivd Of 
the world §; and then sinners will be horrfMy attHBsed 
at the immense crop of misery, produced from thsft seed 
which they thought had been for ever buried. In v«Mil 
do sinners think that their works are forgotten, beCMM 
they are not presently recompensed ; the husbanditite 
would be thought a fool, who mourned as if he hitiL 
lost hk seed, because he cannot reap in the heghttiSttg 
at summer^ when all the world knows thattheie vaiM 
be a long intervs^ between seed time and harvest. SiH* 
tiers riiall reap in dnt time, if they give not orer llMilr 
irhig. ' 

Wicked men will not think of these things mtime^ 

■ " " ■ ■ I ' ■ ' ■ i> II .1 

♦ Gal. vl. 7. f Hosea x. 13. 

t Job iv* B. § Matt, ifit 
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bttt induce tbeir pride and folij, and many of tbem 
beat their fellow men with the rod of their ai^;er^ abtu* 
ing their prosperi^ for the sii^jport of their insolence ; 
btttthdir rod ahdl not always abide in its strength, God 
wfll wkett it out of dieir hands, and break it in pieceSE, 
and plinth tbem with the mare dreadful rod of his own 
wtallu EAiphas was an eye witness of this tmtk also, 
and- deseribes it with g^reat force of language. The 
roaring of the Hon, and the voice of the fierce lion, and 
the teeth of the young lions are broken : the old lion 
pccide& for lack of prey, and the stout lion's whdpt 
are acatteved abroad *. 

Ver. 9. He that hath a bountifut eye shall be bleseed, 
Jbrhe ghith rflm bread to the poor, 
.' ^ Miae eye affecteth mine heart," U!y% the mourning 
and vaercpliil prqf^tet, *^ because (£all the daughters of 
hnypeople." There is acorrespondence between theheart 
a»d the eye in the merciful man ; for the sight of mi- 
aery* pioduoea compassion in his soul, and the tender- 
SMa of his heart beams forth in his eyes. The man 
whose eyesarethe^kidex of a bountiful heart, is a bless* 
ed «fln» for he enyo3r8 the sweetest fi ear^ly pleamires^ 
that of kindness and beneficence, and pkaaant refico 
feiiiiS' on bis own conduct. He shall be blessed by all 
fjeminit and geod^ the blesinngs of widows andorfdiain 
fduA -eome upon his head, the loina of thepoor bless 
]iiBi,f end he shall receive abuodant blessings from God, 
vdMx^iU'net leave him unpiliad in the dxf of hisdis- 
Isesa^ hilt- make all his bed in his. nckness. He shall 
4fl|f^ Mesaings in hk b^y, and ble^idngs in bb out- 
WMd estate, and blessings in his inner men ; be shall be 
blessed in his person, and blessed in his family ; he shall 
be^td^ssed ^p^n the earth,, and blessed in the dby of 

„ «■ -I ■ - 

* Job i?. 10, llf Psalm xxxvii. Isa ah ix. 4. 
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jndgmmiti fcr his bountiM works perfertn^d hevta a 
principle of faith and charity, will be produced as tiie 
evidences of his interest in l^e Redeemer \ 
' He shall surdy be blessed, for hegrrcth of hb bifCBil 
to the poor, and thereby makes it to appear tfaathk 
tears of sympathy are the expressions of genuine duirsi 
tj. He is not one of those hypocrites that say toiheiv 
neighbours, *^ go away, be ye warmed and fille^'' wUlM 
they give them nothing of what is necessary fcnr idm 
body. He gives, and he does it with an air of kind^ 
ness which che«rs the heart of him whom he relie^^BRB 
He gives not of the bread of other peojde, but fait iewtt| 
for he would abhor the thoughts (^robbery, fdr acts «f 
charity. He does not give all his bread, for he do<^ 
not ^nk it his duty to rob himself and his family, dtst 
he may give to others ; but he gives libendly out mi 
what he possesses, and diat which is left to himsd£<i$ 
sanctified to him. « 

Some that have a bountifuVeye havriio bueadrto ghnt) 
Uit they will give what will turn to as good an aeeonnt 
te the donor, and sometimes will- be as pleasing to thi 
receiver; tears and attention^ and officer of t^Mieraess 
and pn^ers to Him that is aUe to helj^ 

Those that are unfeeling in tiieir dispositions,! 
oaimot open their hands but to receive, are alreac^ i 
ed w^ an hard and contracted heart Th^ are i 
MwjBige than: the wandering Arabs of the land <^ Tematit 
Thejr have not liie &ith of Christ, nor does the love«f 
God dwell.in them, and their ears^idiall faear^ at the grtal 
4ayf those dreadAil words, «< Depart firom me^ yeooM* 
ed, into everlasting fire ji." ::..,': 

*^m xli. 1, f, a Isa. IviiL 7—11 2 Tim. L 17, 18. Htb. wl 0;m. 
tisaiahxjili. . t Uirfiniu. 17, 18. ftstt. ixv. 41* 
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c i¥er« 10. Cast out the scomer, and eomtenlwm skail §go 
Wit, yea strife and reproach ikall cease* 

Hagar^ for her insolent behavkmry was obliged to flee 
finm ^e house of Abraham. She homUed herself, 
and^was again permitted for a time to dwell with that 
hsspgij £unily> but her son Ishmael, by his contemptu- 
ens behaviour, procured his own expulsion, and that 
ef fai» mother, at the appointment of God himself. It 
vtaikl be happy for all families, and churehes, and so- 
cieties a£ erery kind, if scomers could be cast out of 
tkftray fyr thef are the authors of strife and reproach, 
fif <iebate% souk revilings, and railings, whereby the 
Sweete of society ai« poisoned, and turaed into gal). 
Bot if this cannot be well accomplished, we ought at 
kttst to avoid aU fri^idship and fellowship with them, 
ted to esdude ^ittn from every voluntary society* 
fbiaaaed for mutual improvement of entertamment* 
Peace is essential to the comf(Nrt of m«i, but peace can- 
ii0ti>e mak^iaiBed whilst scomers are allowed to sow 
dw seeds of variance by their rlide reflections and un- 
■umiieiiy reproaches. Their behaviour is such, that 
tiMej will inflame the passions of the best natured num 
that do not keep out of their way; and whoi they haiw 
enee kindled die fire, none can tell when it will be 
^pMDched. We are commanded, as far as lies in us, to live 
paaoeably with all men, and therefore it is necessary to 
set^amarkon those who cause divisicma and 4^encee, 
and to avoid them. But will contention cease, if these 
irelMraiads of society are cast out ? Yes, unless we have 
toetmuch ofthdr disposition in our own breasts. We 
must expel from Uience the principles of scorning^ 
thiweproud and fiery passions from whence all dlvi« 

How loi^ Oye scomers, will you delight in your 
soHming ? ^D<m't you observe what brmids of infttmy 
are set on your name ; what a plague you are to all 
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around yoa, so that the "wise wtchideyott ftomtKeSr 
oompanj% because your disposttioiis aare so wicked aadk 
perverse that there is no bearmg with you ? Why do 
you indulge that arrogance which makes you the scM 
pents of human society ? Go and karti of Him that f» 
lowly and meek, and you shall find rest to your cmn 
souls, and become the delight of diose attwmg^ tfh«» 
you were an abomination ♦. 

Ver. 11. He that lovetk purentss ofkeart^Jbr the grace 
cfhis lips, the king shall be hisjriend. 

No saint can say that he is perfectly pure fVom Wa 
ain ; but every saint may safely say, that he is a love* 
of purity, and a hater of hjrpocrisy. The phariseM 
\ovei\ the reputation of purity, and they were very jwwe 
in their own eyes. They thought themselves as ckfifl 
as those pots and vessels which they f urifled with saA 
exactness, whilst they were in reality like eupa and 
platters, whose outside was clean, but the Inward pasrt 
iDed with every impurity. But real saints are mdt^ 
anxious to approve themselves unto God, than to eii« 
joy reputation from men, and their outward holiness 
proceeds from a love of purity in the heart f . 

The pureness of heart, here meant, consists chiefly 
in sincerity and uprightness, and stands opposed to i^ 
dissimulation. The love of it is necessary to grace in 
tSie lips, which must be directed by an honest hear^ 
and admit no pollution of flattery and doubtei^ieSs, 
which so much stains the communication of a great part 
fifmankmdj. 

The lips may assume an appearance of purity arid 
sincerity when there is none in the heart, but thfeF 
empty appearance cannot be long supported. A rerj?^ 
small degree of sagacity will enable a man soon to'di^ 
cover it, and the discovery is attended with abhorrencek^ 

■ ■ 1 ^1 ..M ^ I I , . I.. . 1,1.1 I I, i m i , ii i 4, 

• V^m. JW^ 9. t nonu ii«28» 89iS0. % JPtaV^Uk . 
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Giraee in tibelqis is neoeseary to recommend fWEFenew 
of heart. We ought always to speak the words of 
tntth^ hot we ought to speak it in the most pleasmg 
momer possible^ that we may not render it unaccepta- 
Ue kj our maimer of representing it. Daniel diewed 
his^kitegnty and politeness at once, by the manner of 
hie a^bress to NebudiadnezzsH*, when he was called to 
give him very disagreeable informaticm. 

Every ^nan ought to be a friend to the man of inte- 
grity, and the king himself^ if he is not an absolute 
feot^ win be a friend to him that joins purity of h^art 
wMi' graeefulness of tongue. Daniel, the captive, on 
this aeeount, found favour with two haughty kings of 
Babylon. It is the general opinion, that flattery is ne* 
cessAiy m our conversation with great men, if we wish 
UKf^Bontmend ooiiselves to their favour ; but the surest 
i¥kf of gaining snd secoring the fitvour of/ any man, is 
toaeA above aU thhi^s the favour of Him that has the 
hearts c^ all men in his hands. The favour gained by 
taeterf and complaisance, soon deo^s. The ^vour^ 
lost -1^ truth, is in time recovered. Falsehood may sup* 
port kself for a year or two, but truth stands on an irn* 
me<veable foundation, for it is supported by the God of 
trath/ as we are tc^d in the next verse. 

Ver. 18. TAe e^8 of ike Lord preserve knotvkdgit 
but he overihrorvelh the words of the transgressor. 

When knowledge in the mind is attended by pure<» 
ness in the heart and grace in the lips, they form an 
mnkible aYid ^cKPthy charac^ter, which draws to it the 
ef^ ajld hearts of wise men : but that is not the prin* 
cipal recommendati<m of it, for the eyes of the Lord 
honself preserve knowledge, and watdi for good over 
flieiaaan whose lips and conversation are regulated by 
itr The king^ should be his friend, but there are AhalM 
am^ig kmgs who have not so much sense as poor Bel«^ 
diftfi|M^<%9f )o^e only those that speak pleasing things 
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to them^ whether true or Mse : but the Kinged klnj^ 
will surely be his friend ; his eyes are upon him lor 
good, and every loss that he sustains ibr his adherenes 
to truth shall be gain. But the words of the transgres- 
sor are overthrown by Him. He disappoints timt hy- 
pocrisy, and brings evil upon than, instead of l^cMfc 
advantages which they expected from their ctim&ogtBad 
insincerity. 

It is mostly safe to f<dlow the counsels <yf a #ts« 
roan, for they are likely to be attended witb happy 
success* and if it is in his power he wiil contribute &r 
his own honour to the success of them; butitisalwi^ 
safe to follow the counsels of God, who ean insuie and 
command success, and will not suffer any man. to lom 
in the end, by obedience to his wilL God did not in- 
deed interpose in the same visible manner, iat the sup^ 
port of John Baptist, as be had fotmoAy done ^ ite 
preservation of Shadrach and his companions. BotJohA 
the Baptist had done his work, and was fit £bt abejttt^ 
world, and this wcxrld was not worthy ^ him > wo eiUK 
. not suppose him a loser, because his iirtegri^ prodHtf* 
ed him the crown of martjrrdom, and he now pmisaa 
God as cheerfully for the administrations of pMmdMuie 
towards him on earth, as the three childr^t who es* ' 
caped the violence of fire, or he that came unhurt oitt 
of the lion's den. 

Ver. 13« The sluggard sailh, there it a Hon ml/umi, I 
shall be slain in the streets* 

The sluggard will not {^ow by reason of the cold, 
and he will not move out of his house lest a lion sIkmM 
meet him, and kill him in the streets. This »a very 
odd excuse for his laziness. lions are seldom fixuid 
in the fields in the day time, and it is a very exttatf^ 
dinary thing, if they be found in the streets. I>oe8 the 
•lugg¥'<^ himself believe there is any truth in it ? If lie 
^oe$, why does he sleep in his house, since ttis possi'- 
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^Ijtiait k may be set on fire by some accident in the 
^l^^ Why does he ever take a meal^ for some have 
h9fn» cbpked by the bread which they put into their 

yfb^ii we are employed in the duties of our calling, 
ne^ieed not vex ourselves with the apprefaensipn of 
Ufflis* /^I wiH give mine angels charge over thee/' says 
God, " and they shall keep thee in all thy ways." Thou 
•bftk tread upon the lion and adder^ the young lion and 
tlnet dta^n shalt thou trample under thy feet. But let 
Ik9 lioggard remember that there is a lion in that bed 
ivb^ro^he dozes away his time^ and in that chamber 
WkfiTfi hd sits Mding his arma together. The devil 
pi(BS atxHit like a roaring lion seeking whom he may 
4^0111^ ^^<1 ^6 rejoices greatly when he lights upon a 
ah^gardy ibr he looks upon him to be a sure prey. 
t!&vagfy, like an armed man, is fast marching up to the 
itojjprd/ and will soon prevail against him^ like a king 
fnopikued to the battle. 

^iT.We are safe from the lions in the way of duty> and. 
Qfiper safe when weavoid it. Lions, when they met David 
feeding his sheep^ were torn in pieces by him like kids. 
i^Jicm unexpectedly came upon that young man of ^ 
anna of pi!ophct8, who declined his duty when he was 
DWnssanded to smite his neighbour^ and rent him in 
pieces. 

V Kev..l4. The mouih of itrange women is a deep pit : 
he ihat is abhorred of the Lord shaUfaU therein, 
f ..If 3Km will believe the fmid admirer of the strange 
Wawnnj her cheeks and lips are like the roses and 
liljea^ her eyes are like stars^ and her mouth drops 
hoBoicj. But if you will believe Sdomon^ speiddng 
figm the mouth of God, her mouth, and every thing 
abou^her that charms the hearts of men, is like a deep 
djfcdl^ made iinr catching the nnwary passenger^ and 
afi^bcsr flatteries and blandishments are so many traps 
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and snares, set by the devil to catch men, that he may 
take them captive and keep them fast till their doom be- 
comes irreversible as his own. Solomop had discour* 
sed at great length on this point, in the beginning of 
the book, but young men need to be frequently put in 
mind of it. 

They are unhappy that fall into this ditch, for it is 
a proof of the Lord's heavy displeasure, when men are 
suffered to fall into it, and therefore, in order to be pre- 
served from this danger, it is necessary for us, not only 
to observe the precepts of God, levelled against the 
sin of uncleanness, but to observe the whole system of 
divine precepts, because God may sufilear us to fall into 
this sin, to punish us for others. The heathens were 
given up to it, as Paul tells us, for their idolatry. Tbey 
had dishonoured God by their vain imaginations and 
their abominable worship, and God in justice stiffered 
them to dishonour their own bodies, and to make 
themselves brutes, as they had represented God him- 
self by the images of brutes. 

Have we been left to fall into this sin ? Our dftna- 
tion is very dangerous, for nothing less than ditllie 
power can raise us out of this ditch ; and how can we 
expect miracles of divine power to be exerted ih our 
behalf, when we have drawn upon ourselves ^the sore 
displeasure of the Lord ? But our situation is not al- 
together desperate, for miracles of mercy have oflen 
been performed by the Lord. Let us acknowledge his- 
justice, and humble ourselves under the tokens of ^s 
displeasure, and look t^ him with earnest expectaflSon 
and ardent cries, till he raise us up out of the deepfut, 
and set our feet upon a rock. 

Ver. 15. Foolishness is hound in the kearl oftn^M, 
hut the rod of correction shall drive tCjarJrofn km. 

Men generally use children like play-things, and di« 
▼ert themselves with their childish tridss and follies; 
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but there is another kind of foolishness in children, 
that is too serious and mournful to be the subject of 
sport. Sin is the very essence of folly, and sin dwells 
in young and old, and none of the children of Adam, 
except him that was, in a peculiar sense, the seed of 
the woman, could ever deny with truth, that he was 
diapen in iniquity and bom in sin. 

This foolishness dwells in the hearts of children, and 
makes their way froward and strange ♦, for the under- 
standing is darkened, the will perverted, the affections 
sensualized, and the disposition rendered averse by it 
to every thing good, and turned to evil. It is bound 
in the heart by cords that no man can loose, and 
twines to it like ivy to the walls of a house. It is not 
more natural for a man to breathe, than for a child of 
Adam to vicjate \he law of the Lord, and tp covet for- 
bidden fruit 

When parents rejoice with a fond heart over the 
&uit of their bodies, they should remember that they 
were the instruments of conveying a corrupt nature to 
thwr children, and be deeply concerned to have this 
mortal disease effectually cured. But how can this be 
effected? Who can bring a dean thing out of an un- 
clean ; or who can Jly that he has made either his own 
heart or any other person's dean ? God only can loose 
the bonds of sui, and drive foolishness away from the 
lieart, and therefore his grace must be sought for this 
end. But whilst his favour is earnestly supplicated, 
the methods appointed by his wisdom are to be used 
;wilh.a dependence on his blessing. Parents ought to 
4oin correction to instruction, and to use it as an ap- 
pointment of God, on which Ms blessing may be ex- 
pected. The rod of correction shall drive this foolish^ 

• Chap, xxu 8. /'- > \ 
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ness far from the child, and he is a cruel parent diat 
loves the ease of his son more than his soul, and would 
rather see him grow up in folly, than endure those 
painful feelings which compassionate parents suffer, 
when they are scourging the son whom th^ love. 

Ver. 16. He that oppressetk the poor to increase hit 
riches, and he thai giveth to the rick, shall sureU^ come to 
want 

Sin pays its servants very bad wages, for it gives 
them the very reverse of what it promised. Whilst 
the sin of oppression or injustice promises mountains 
of gold, it brings them poverty and ruin. *' Shalt thou 
reign because thou closest thyself in cedar I" said Ae 
prophet to Jehoiakim. It could not be, for he used hk 
neighbour's service without wages, and gave himnought 
for his work. There is a flying r6\l of curses which 
einers into the house of the thief and the (^pressor, 
whidi consumes it with the timber and stones of iL 
Injuries done to the poor are sorely resented by the 
God of mercy, who is the poor man's friend, and will 
break in pieces his oppressor. The threatenings of 
God against the rpbb^s of the poor are sometimes 
laughed at by the rich and great, but they will find 
them in due time to be awful realities *, 

But if the oppression of the poor is an impoverishing 
sin, will not liberality make a man rich > True libie- 
rality, exercised to proper objects, will. But not ^lat 
which is exercised to the rich. Some ^ve to the rich 
for the- same reason as they oppress the poor. They 
propose to gain the favour of the great, and to recdve 
tenfold for^very present they make, and sq they ex* 
pect to be sooii rich. But he that giveth to the rich 
with these views shall surely come to want If he 
would give to the pocnr he might have an hundred-fold^ 

• Is. y. 899. JamefliiL4. 
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but he has only God's word for that, and rather chooses 
to trust the generosity of rich men ; but when they see 
the trick) they are on their guards and will pay with 
scorn the man that designed to' impose on them with 
deceitful professions of regard. 

It is plain from reason^ as well as Scripture^ that it 
is not always a sin to give to the rich, but it is very 
often a sin ; and that, not only when men are in dan« 
ger of hurting their families, or wronging their credi- 
tors by it, but likewise when they give those superflui- 
ties to the rich, which are due to the poor. We are 
not proprietors but stewards of the gifts of providence, 
and must distribute that which he has entrusted to our 
care according to his will. And it is his pleasure that 
we should make to ourselves friends, by the mammon 
of unrighteousness, not of the rich but the poor ♦. 

Ver. 17. Bow donn thine eaVf and hear the rvordi of 
the wise, and apply thine heart unto my sayings. 

It signifies nothing to speak to a man that is sleep- 
ing or inattentive, and yet we are often inattentive when 
we hear the word of God, especially the precepts of it, 
which we are too ready to look upon as an heavy bur- 
den, and a grievous yoke. Solomon was well acquaint- 
ed with the heart of man, and knowing how many 
would read or hear his excellent precepts without be- 
stowing proper attention on them, he rouses us by fre- 
quent calls for our most earnest heed to the things that 
are spoken. 

We must bow down our ears to hear him with atten- 
tion, reverence, and humility. The words of the wise 
deserve this regard from us, for they are means of com- 
municating their wisdom to us. And if the words of 
wise men merit so much respect, we can never attend 
too earnestly to the words of the only wise God. He 
made our ears and shall he not be heard by us ? 

Our hearts n^ust be applied, as well as our ears, to 



* Luke xvi. 9. 
G 
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tiie knowledge contained in this book. We should la- 
bour to understand it with our minds» to fix it in our 
judgments^ to impress it on our consciences, to have 
it treasured up in our memories that it may be con- 
stantly ready for our use. God requires^us to give him 
our hearts^ and if we only lend an ear to him^ we ren- 
der him only a little bodily service. The word of God is 
very pleasant^ and the sweetness of it is relished when 
it enters into the heart. 

Ver. 18. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them 
tvithin thee; ihetf shall mthal be Jitted in thy lips. 

Hcmey from ijie comb is sweet to the taste^ but all 
the words of God are sweet to the soul. Wine gives 
a pheasant refreshment to the £iint and thirsty, but the 
trudis of Scripture are sweeter than wine, for they 
give refreshment to the inner man. Shall we value 
those things that are delightfiil to the organs of taste, 
and yet despise those pleasures that fill the soul with 
heart-felt satisfacticm ?. Shall every joy be pursued with 
eagerness, and that only contemned which arises from 
the word of God? Do you say, you never received any 
pleasure from the word of God, and that an entertain- 
ing history gives you mate entertainment than any 
thing that Solomon has said ? The reason is too obvi- 
ous* Solomon tells you that the words of instruction^ 
are pleasant to a man when they are kept within him. 
It was a severe reflection, which Christ made upon the 
Jews, my word hath no place in you. The same may 
be made, with too much reason, upon those ibait taste 
not the sacred joys of the Bible. 

As the word of God is pl^sant to the relish of a 
saint, so its dwelling in the heart is attended with hiqp« 
py consequenoesy £or it shall be fitted in the lips. The 
knowledge of truth will supply the lips with wisdom, 
and enable them to talk with discretion and judgment* 
A tal^it of speaking with propriety, and wisdom on 
any subject, is a great ornament to him that has itj and 
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enables him to be useful to others ; but it must be 
founded on knowledge^ for how can any man commu- 
nicate that knowledge which he does not possess. But 
clear and distinct apprehensions of things^ will always 
enable a man to speaJc of them with ease and plainness, 
to others. 

The application of the heart to the words that have 
been spoken to us, will also tend to encourage our con* 
fidence in God. 

Ver. 19. That ihy trust may be in the Lord, I have 
made knotwn to thee this day, even to thee. 

Ver. 20. Have not I written to thee excellent things^ in 
counsels and knowledge. 

The chief design of this book, is to instruct us in 
every duty that we owe to God and man ; and confi- 
dence in God is a fundamental duty, without which we 
can perform nothing aright. Solomon calls sinners, 
in the beginning of the book, to return unto God, de- 
pending on his mercy, according to his promise. He di- 
rects us about believing in Christ, and in God his father 
who set him up from everlasting *. He expressly en- 
joins us to trust in the Lord with all our heart, and to 
renounce all self-confidence t. And the whole strain of 
his proverbs, wherein he constantly insists on the ad- 
vantages pf righteousness, and the misery that follows 
vice, encourages us to commit our souls in well-doing 
unto God. Confidence in God, is our shield against 
temptations, and the means of deriving from God 
through Christ all thesupplies of grace needful for our as- 
si^nqe and support in the ways of holiness ; aijid every 
thing said in this book, when it is duly considered, will 
contribute to strengthen our trust, as well as to direct 
our practice. 

That our trust ^n Qod may be epcouragpd, and our 
steps directed, we must read and hear this book. with 

^ •— = r^ ^ : • - ^^. ' J ^f ' 

* Chap. ?iiL f Chap. f&* 
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application to ourselves. *^ I have made known to tbee^ 
even to thee/' says the inspired penman. It is God 
that speaks, and he speaks to each of us in particular, and 
we ought to receive what is said into our hearts, believ- 
ing that the word of exhortation speaketh to us^in par. 
ticular, as really as if it had been written for our own 
use, without a view to any other person in the world. 
Till we hear the word as the word of God, and as his 
word addressed unto us, we hear it not with due regard. 

God hathjiot only spoken, but likewise written un- 
to us by Solomon. '* Receive I pray thee," said Eliphaz to 
Job, ^' the law at his mouth, and lay up his word in thine 
heart." Job did so, for he esteemed lihe words of God's 
mouth more than his necessary food. Did the holy 
men pay such reverence to the word of God, when 
there was no scripture, and shall we shew less regard 
to it, when God has been graciously pleased to write 
unto us the great things of his law and covenant. 

The things that are written are not only words of truths 
but excellent.and princely things, worthy to be written 
by the wisest of men, by inspiration of the spirit of wis- 
dom. God refers it to our awn judgments, whether 
they are not excellent If we discern not their excel- 
lency we are blind and stupid. They have an excellency 
tliat far surpasses the most valued objects upon earth. 
Their value lies not in a glittering appearance, like gold, 
and silver, and diamonds, nor in affording entertain- 
ment to 8 curious mind, like a well written history^ 
but in affording counsel, to make us prudent in all 
manner of behaviour, and in givii^ us knowledge, to 
enrich the mind with the most preciqus truths. To be 
wise, to understand our way to heaven, te know God 
and his Son Jesus Christ, and the acceptable and per- 
fect will of God, are excellent attainments; and the things 
written in this book are of excellent use to assist us in 
.acquiring them. 

Jo hare the judgment settled about the great things 
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that are intimately connected with our best interests^ 
is another benefit to be derived from a due attention to 
this book. 

Ver. 21. That I nught make thee knotv the certainty 
of ike words of truth ; that thou mightest answer the 
words of truth to them that send unto thee. 

If a man has a cause depending before a court of 
law, wherein his all is concerned, he will certainly be 
anxious to know what lawyers he may most safely 
trusty and what are the surest means of obtainingran 
happy event to the suit. Religion is our all, and it is 
a criminal sluggishness and stupidity in men, to be 
careless whether they are rightly instructed in it or not. 
Our teachers bave instructed us in the principles which 
^ey themselves believe, and^ ministers teach "us, every 
Sabbath, those doctrines which are professed in the 
diurch to which they belong. We believe that their 
instructions are sound and good, but on what ground 
do we believe this ? We do not believe in the infallibi- 
lity of any particular church, and we must have better 
warrant for a right faith, than the testimony of men* 
This and other books in Scripture, were written to 
establish us in the truth, by shewing us whether that 
is the true doctrine of God wherein we stand. We 
have not a sure hdd <^ the truths of God^ unless 
we are sure that they are the truths of God, and we 
can be assured of this only by the Scrq>ture. A scrip« 
tural knowledge, wiU preserve us from being like chit* 
dren tossed to and Geo with every wind of doctrine, oi 
which we are in constant danger whilst we are unac** 
quainted with the Scripture, although we had the know^ 
ledge of every truth iiL our religion, by inltructi<n» 
from men». 

But there is stilL another ^reat advantage arising 
fVom a serious regard to this book. By establishing 
our minds in the truth, it will enable us to satisfy 
G 8 
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others that send to as for infonnaticm aboat the prmci« 
l^es of truth and duty. Men were not born for Uiem* 
fielves only» we are members one of another^ and ought 
to consult the good of the body, and of O^er members 
of it besides ourselves. As men^ when they perfoite 
the duties of their callings, are .useful memba*s of civil 
sooietyr so if we live as beooraeth siunts, and seek after 
the knowledgte of the truths we will be u^e^ memberd^ 
of the church of Christ, ready to give an answer to 
every one that asketh us a reason of our faith and 
hope, to instruct the ignorant, to satisfy the doubts 
of the scrupulous, and to fix diese that waver. 

Such are the pleasures and advantages to be found 
in ]}ie book of God, and in the Bods of Proverbs In 
particular. • He has gained every point, says an hesiA 
then poet, who has mingled the pleasant and the use* 
f ol togeth^. These attractiv^s of the soul are m^ 
where joined tc^ether with such exquisite skill as in the 
word of God ; and if we read it with a supei^ciid eye^ 
and hear it with an inattentive mind, we despise fuat 
pienbutGod. We despise him, ^eii he is- empioyiiig^ 
aH the methods of divine condescension and wisdom 
to recooafmehd his trut^ to our hearts. O kt it not bo 
said, that we give a patieiit iDsaring to all that itpesk to 
usy except oilly to htm> to %hdm We are indebted fist 
the faeuHy of hti^rag and undeifstatading any thing; 
He thikt hath ah ear, let him h^d* the great things 
which tbe Spirit oi God speaks u^to men. 

Soknnon now* proceeds in his diieetioAs about the 

cendttct of our life. His fbdiotrin^ pcoveri)s> are gene^ 

tbA^ ex^^ssed at greater length ^an die f&t^btug 

en^, fbr untkr the direction of ininiDe wisdemy be so« 

' licits our attention, by every method of addreM^ 

V^.> dd. Roi not tkepoo^' bstauit he is poor^ father 
Bppresi the afflicted m ike gute. 

The gate wab m andent times;, amongst tiie e«Mm 
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nations^ the place of judgment^ and therefore this in* 
struction is to be understood to respect judges. They 
are forbidden to take advantage of the friendless and 
indigent circumstances of the poor and afflicted^ to op« 
press them by p^^erting justice in &voar to the rich* 
The Scripture forbids us to countenance a poor man in 
his cause^ but it is far worse, and more ordinary, and 
therefore more frequently forbidden, to of^ress a poor 
man in judgment. 

This is a crying sin, which contains^ together widi 
injustice, die most unmerciful cruelly, and is a plain 
evidence of an inhuman and cowardly dispositioh. This 
was one of the nns for Irhich EHphas guessed that 
Job's calamities had come upon him ; but that good 
man was of a very opposite sphrit. He did justice to 
all men, but to the poor lie was merciful as well at 
jnst. " If I have lifted up mine hand against the £ither« 
less^" says he^ " when 1 saw mine help in the gate, then 
let mine arm fisdl from my shoulder blade, and mine 
arm be broken from the bone." 

Not to relieve the poor and afflicted, when we can do 
it without mjifty to ourselves, is hard : to oppress them, 
and add to their affliction, is brutal and monstrous. It 
is to act not like men, but like the monsters of the de- 
sert, which prey upon the weaker animals. For ma« 
gistrates to be guilty of this crime, is a perversion of an 
institution of God into an engine of abominaUe wick* 
edness. 

If poor mea had ridi friends to plead tiieir causei or 
avenge their injuries, men would not rob them because 
they are poor. Wdl, they have a friend that will plead 
their cause; and break in pieces their oppressors. If a 
great manshouldtakethepartof apoorman, hewould 
reckon bimielf safb, but Ood is infinitely greater tiian 
any man, and here it is declared that he will be tiie 
advocate and avenger of the poor and oppressed^ 
G 4» 
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Ver. 25. Tor the Lord foiU plead their cause, and spoil 
the soul of those that spoiled them. 

He pleads their cause with admirable eloquence in 
his word. «' What mean ye^ that ye beat my people to 
pieces» and grind the faces of the poor ?" saith the Lord 
God of Hosts. Who can answer such pleadings as 
these ? However^ they are but words^ and bad men 
look upon words to be but wind. But God will plead 
the cause of the poor^ by furious rebukes of providence 
also. He will render unto their oppressors severe ven- 
geance for their wickedness. Have they rifled the 
poor of their little all i God will rifle the oppressor^ not 
only of his substance^ but of his life and souL The 
robber of the poor is a poor unhappy creature. It is 
terrible to have the justice of God engaged against a 
man^ but this is the unhappy case of the spoiler. He 
may obtain a temporary success in his extortions^ but 
when he makes an end of spoiling^ he must be spoiled. 
He has the mercy of God against hiro^ as well as bis 
justice. Mercy is that pleasant attribute of the divine 
nature, on which all the hopes of sixmers must rest; but 
the mercy of God is engaged on the side if the poor and 
afilicted, against their persecutors. Mercy and justice 
meet together in this text, and make it both a promise 
and a threatening. What a terrible case is it, to have 
grace itself turned into a terror, and to be under the 
wrath of God because he is mercifuL Yet such is the ac* 
tual condition of those, whose conduct is a contradiction 
at once to the rules of justice and mercy. It shall come 
to pass, says God, that when the oppressed cries unto 
me, I will hear, for I am gracious *. 

Let the mercy implied in this declaration, encourage 
the poor and afflicted to make God their refuge. Your 
tyrants may look upon Uiese words as empty threaten- 

* Ezoditt xxiL 27. 
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ngBf which shall never have effect, but it would be a 
very ungrateful return in you for so much gbodness, to 
consider them in the same light The words of God 
whereby he encourages the needy, are pure wcnrds, 
they are like silver 9even times purified \ Have you 
such a glorious advocate ? commit your cause to him, 
with meekness, in imitation of our great example. Make 
no unconscientious compliances to avoid oppression, 
and take no unjustifiable steps to preserve yourselves, 
but trust to your great advocate, who stands at the 
right hand of the poor to deliver him t. 

Ver. 24. Make no friendship with an angry man, and 
with a furious man ihou shall not go. 

Friendship is the balm of life, when it is entered in- 
to with discretion, but it is a plague and a snare, when 
it is injudiciously contracted. Our divine teacher wish- 
es us to be happy both in this world and the next, and 
extends his instructions to every thing that is connect- 
ed with our happiness. He fcHfbids us to ^iter into 
friendship with any bad man, and here he cautions u& 
particularly against the friendi^ip of the passionate. 
We must not so much as keep company with angry 
men, nor take a walk with them, if we can possibly, 
avoid it. But what will be the great evil of making 
friendship with a man of this temper i 

Ver. 25. Lest tkou learn his ways, and g^ a snare to- 
thy soul (or Ufe.) 

Is there any danger of learning that man's ways 
who makes himself so very disagreeable ? No doubts 
there is, if we love him. We are either like our friends, 
or will soon be like them. Conversation has a mighty 
influence upon our manners, and^evil communication 
corrupts good manners : When we see bad things prac- 
tised by those we love, the horror of them abates, and . 
we are insensibly drawn to the practice of them. 

♦ P«. xiL t Pf. dx. 31. 
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^ Bid if we rtaike passionate men out firiendsintl eoDi« 
panions^ we are in great danger of hecoiamg like to 
them, on another account. Although we shotdd b^ 
good*natared, yet their unreasonable behaviour will be 
apt, on inany occasions, to set our temper an fire, and 
horh occattonal bursts of pasnon, we may be led b;f 
degrees to ccmtraet obstinate nabits of falling into a 
passion, on every trifling^txrcasion ; for custom is pro^ 
duced by frequent acts^ and in time becomes a second 
nature. 

Thus we are in danger of being ensnared Into sins of 
fatal consequence to our souls> for although anger is 
not always a sin, yet to be under the government of 
imperious passions, is very sinful and very dangerous *. 

Our lives may be exposed to danger, if we walk 
with furious men. When Cain walked with Abel in 
the field, his furious passions subdued his reason and 
his natural afiection, and he <lew his brother. There 
h^ve been many Cains in the world, who have wotind« 
td or slain their fnends by th^ impulse of f«iry. But 
if we should escape this danger, yet by contracting an 
habit of being angry, our tongues miiy in time become 
rebels to reason, and WiAg down mischief on our heads. 

Consider this proverb, ye that give a loose to your 
passions. Perhaps you suppose thdt you have good 
qualities to atcme for this bad one. But you arie quite 
mistaken. The meaning of this instruction is J^lmnly 
this, that no good qualites should induce Ud to eilter 
into friendship with an angry man. It is tak^n f&t 
granted, that a pdfssiohiate man may bttvie soitoe qdaHfie^ 
that would engtege edteeta^, if they wei^ s(ieparalie^ fitoiik 
this wretdied temped, for Odierwi^ no* peHon #<D(bkl 
be in danger of contracting an ihtimacy Witli a fbtioitt 
nianr. But it is plainly asserted, (hat ^ese qualities in 
conjunction with such a tempeV, iforfeit liieir c\iM On 
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our ffiendph^. Don't yoa see, tlien^ thAt yonr raimtm 
able temper ctsts a shade ovet every thii^ tiiat might 
Otherwise adorn you^ and that you are fit only for a dem 
aett, where you can disquiet none but yourselves. Crod 
himself is so much displeased with you^ that he will 
sufier none that will take his advice to be intimate 
with yott^ or so mudi as to keep your company. Fly 
then to his mercy for pardon^ and implore theeiterticms 
of his power, to scibdue your ungovernable passions. 
Let yimr siAils be impressed with the example of our 
meek Redeemer^ and watdi over your qpbrit^^ that you 
nmy not again dtstilfb the peace of society^ and deserve 
to be sent f<nrth to dwell among ^e beasts of the desert. 

Ver. 2ft Be noiihou one tfihem Hua ittike handi, or 
of them that are tutetks ftr debts. 

Solomon has aireaedy said much against rash sutety'- 
ship *; but bad examples have a greater influence 
upon many pec^le^ than good precepts^ and because 
many others makeUttle scruple of putting their nam6 to 
a bond for another man^ we are in dat^er of being se« 
duced into the same dangerous pMctice ; but before we 
Mlow any man's eitampte in any things we should ob« 
serve what the event of it is likely to be. If other men 
do bad things, and smart fbr it, it will be no motive to 
a wise man to run into the same error. Let us at least 
eonsi4^ <Hie tbong^ in tliis case : Stkppose the principal 
debtor i^ould prove unable to pay the creditor^ will 
we b^ ebeeirfblly willing to takt his j^oce, or are we sure 
that we will be able> if edled upon^ to pay his debt > 
We are ri<^ at present, bat we know not whether we 
wHi beHch or poor at Uie day of payment And, 

Ver. 97. If thou hast Hoiking 9o pay, tifhy should Ae 
take away thy bed from under thet f 

Yda may say, it will never come to diis. "the Ili# of 
C}#iiM: will not sufiRsr the creditor^ to e0erei«e such rU 

* Chap. vL xL X5» 
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gour, if I should be unable to paj. How do jou know 
Ihat ? Are you sure that the creditor^ and his heirs, and 
executors, will not depart, in any instance of conduct 
fr<xn the law of Christ, when their interest pushes 
them, and the laws of the land will bear them out. 

Religion, you see, allows and requires us to pay a 
proper attention to our own interest and comfort. It 
requires no instances of self-denial, but such as are more 
for our own interest than self-gratification in those in- 
stances would be. It does not forbid us to love our« 
selves, when it requires us to love our neighbours as 
ourselves. Indeed, we cannot hurt ourselves, for the 
most part, without hurting some other men also. Wh^t 
can we do for the poor, for our families, for our friends, 
if our bed is taken away from beneath us ? 

A philosopher, when he saw a generous young man 
spending his substance too liberally upon one that pre- 
tended great poverty, told him, that " perhaps the man 
he was serving was an honest man, but he was certain 
that he himself was honest ; and therefore," added he, 
** you are doing an unjust thing, for you are ruining an 
hcmest man, for one that is, for aught you know, a 
rogue." 

Ver. 28. Remove not the ancient land mark tphich th^ 
fathers have set. . 

Naboth would not sell the inheritance which his fa« 
ther bad left him, when he was ofiered a very good 
price ; but there are, some who have so little respect for 
their fathers that they will remove, if possible, the land 
mark which their fathers have set, and so little regard 
for justice, at the same time, that they intend to give 
no price at all for what they add to their estate by 
such unjustifiable means. 

It may be ^eged by the covetous, that our fathers 
were under a mistake about the just bounds of their in« 
beritance. Could that be proved to the satisfaction of 
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the other party concerned^ or to the conviction of the 
judge^ it would be a good plea. But this can seldom 
be done* If ancient usage and prescription be not al- 
lowed as a good claim to pr<^>ert3ry nations might soon 
be convulsed and brc^en in pieces. 

Land marks are means of preserving peace, as well 
as maintaining justice, and therefore the removing of 
them is a breach both of peace and honesty. It is so 
great a sin that a solemn curse was pronounced against 
it from Mount Ebal •. "^ 

It is above three thousand years since this curse was 
pronounced, and we learn from it that land marks were 
a very ancient mean of distingukhing pr(^>erty ; that it 
is the will of God that men should know what is theix 
own, and that every unrighteous invasion of another 
man's property, is an abomination to him. 

Ver. S9* Seest thou a man diligent in his husinta f 
He shall siand btfore kings, he shall not stand befcre 
mean men. 

To be a busy body in other men's matters is a scan* 
dal, but it is a pleasant sight to behead a man diligent 
in his own business t. 

Some persons look upon the slothful, not to receive 
instruction, as Solomon did from the sight of his work, 
but to take encouragement to themselves, in following 
his example, or in being only a little better than he is. 
They would not choose to be the greatest sluggards in 
the world, but if they can name a man more slothful 
than themselves^ they think that no man is entitled to 
censure them. Solomon directs us, on the contrary, to 
look upon the industrious man, that we may be excited 
by the advantages which he gains by his labour, to go 
and do likewise. 

Such a man shall stand before kings. This does not 

• DeuU xxvii. 17. f 1 Pet iii. 15. 
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implyj thai every man who deMnres this character can 
expect the honour of being appouited to the high offi- 
ces of state, bat it points oot to ils that great activitj^ 
is neoessary in the serrants of latijgB, and that great* ic* 
tivity in private stations is the way tff obtaining bo* 
nour and advancement If other kings were as wise 
as Solomon, this proverb Would be oftener verified in 
the letter of it, for he advanced Jeroboam to the charge 
of the house of Joseph, because he saw that he was an 
active man. That Pharaoh, who reigned in the days 
of Joseph, would have none to rule over his cattle that 
was not a man of activity. 

If die dilig^it man does not obtain the hcmour of 
standing before kings» his indust^, with God's bless- 
ing, will, for the most part, preserve him £ram the dis* 
grace of standing before mean men. 

Some wOTnen, by their industry, joined with other 
virtues, have obtained the honour of an alliance with 
the noblest families, of which Rebecca and Ruth are fa- 
mous instances. 

If we sre diligent in our sphitual business, the ad* 
vantage will be vastly greater ♦. Let us watch, then, 
arid pray always, that we may be accounted worthy to 
escape those miseries which shall come upon the wick« 
ed, and to stand before the Son o£ Man t. 



• Luke xii 34—38. -f Uike w* 36. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Verse 1. When ikou sktest to eat mik a ruler, consider^ 
diligently t^hat is before thee. . 

We must add to our faith virtue^ and to virtue 
knowledge^ and to knowledge temperance. Temper- 
BXkce is to be preserved at all times, and to be guarded 
in a special manner when we are called to eat with 9 
ruler ; for then is the trial of this virtue^ and in a time 
of trial we are in great dcuiger of falling, unless we 
consider the temptation, and watch against it. 

We ought, therefore, to c(msider diligently the plen<* 
tjy the variety, t^e delicacy of the dishes that are serv- 
ed at the great man's table, the dang^ of being drown 
to intemperance, and the alxHninableness and danger 
ci that vice. 

Ver. 2. And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man 
given to appetite* 

A man given to appetite i» in great danger c^ run^ 
ning to excess on such an oocasicm ; for his fleshly tust 
within, and the well-spread table before him, combine 
to betaray him ; and men's ccmsciences are too often so 
lax> as to think that Uie laws of temperance are to be 
dispensed with, when there is a Mt c^p<Hrtuhity, and a 
strong temptation 4o lu'eak them. 

A man of ft sekisudl atid gkitteboos disposition ought 
to moKify his appetite. Gluttcmy is a great sin, as 
well as drunk^neds. '^ Take heed," says our Lord, *' lest 
your hearts be overdiarged with gluttony and drunk** 
enAessy lOfd the eares of this liftk" If th^ disciples of 
Clmst were undw oMIgfttidR to guwrd agamst this siiv 
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although they sat idmost always at mean men's tables, 
-what need have those to take heed^ who are admitted 
to entertainments where every thing concurs to solicit 
their appetite, and to throw them off their guard. 

*' But it will be very painfiil," says the glutton^ " to de- 
ny my craving appetite^ when it is so strongly solicited. 
It will be as uneasy to abstain^ as to have a knife stuck 
in my throat." Be it so, better to have a knife in your 
throat than to have your soul betrayed by it to sensu- 
al indulgence. Is not affliction rather to be chosen 
than sin ? Is it not better to pluck out a right eye, 
or to cut off a right hand, than to be betrayed by them 
to pleasant sins ? 

This verse is rendered by some interpreters, *' Thou 
ha^t put a knife to thy throat, if thou art a man given 
to appetite." Sensual gratifications are prejudicial to 
the body, as well as the soul, and are the frequent cau- 
ses of sickness, and weakness, and deadi. It has been 
often said, that the throat has killed more people than 
the sword. 

Ver. S. Be not desirous of his dainties, for they are 
deceitful meat. 

His dainties have a good appearance to the eye, and 
they are delicious to the taste, and powerfully tempt 
an ungovemed appetite ; but remember that the for- 
bidden fruit did the 'same, and yet the eating of it 
*' lu'ought death into the world, and all our woe." When 
you see a number of dishes of very different kinds, 
think with yourself, '* Here are fevers, and agues, and 
gouts, in disguise. Here are snares* and traps spread 
along the table to catch my soul, and draw nle into sin. 
Sense gives a good report of this plenty, but reason' 
and religion tell me to take heed, foft it is deceitful 
meat" 

His meat is <}eceitful in another view. The ruler 
himself hat no generous or friendly intention in treat* 
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ing you. He makes great professions of kindness and 
regard^ and the civilities of a ruler open the heart, and 
put a man off his guard. His real design very proba- 
bly is, to pump out some secret from you, or to gain 
you by his flattering caresses to some mean gt sinfid 
compliance with his pleasure. Such are the ends de« 
signed, and too often effected, by means oi those feasts 
that are given at the elections of members of pariiament, 
and on scMne other public occasions of the like nature^ 
It is often difficult, if we attend them, to return as in« 
depend^it Britons, and as temperate Christians as we 
went. 

Ver. 4. Labour not to be rick / cease from ihine own 
wisdom. 

To be rich has been the lot of many saints ; and when 
God bestows riches upon us, we are not required to 
throw them into the sea, as a certain old philosopher 
did; but when God denies us riches, we must not 
reckon ourselves unhappy on that account. Solomon 
often speaks of riches as a reward that wisdom fre. 
quently bestows on those who love her, but here he 
cautions us against supposing that wisdom encourages 
the love of riches— that universal passion which has 
been so mischievous to the human race, since the be- 
ginning of the world. 

In our fallen condition, we jnust labour and sweat 
for our subsistence; but that kind of labour is useful 
to the body, and not prejudicial to the mind. The la** 
hour after riches here forbidd^i, is exceedingly hurtful 
to both. It arises from an immoderate esteem of pre- 
sent things, and an aspiring mind. It is joined ¥rith 
a distrust of Qod's providence, and an hurry and dis« 
traction of men's thoughts, whieh raiders them luifit 
for the service of God. It destroys all relish for the 
comforts of life, that might be enjoyed at present, and 
^ is a continual incentive to unmerciful and unjust be- 
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haviour. It is a pity that wc do not more attentively 
consider the alarming things that are said by oar Lord> 
and the apostle Paul, on this subject *• 

But you will say, money is a necessary and aai ex- 
cellent thing. It keeps a man from want and depen- 
dence ; it rmses him to dignity and consequence ; it 
furnishes e^ery thing that is desirable in life. But 
cease from thine own wisdom, which is not the wisdom 
from above, biit that earthly, sensual, and devilish wis- 
dom so greatly condemned in the Scripture. Money, 
under tlie direction of wisdom, wiU indeed serve all 
these purposes, and some others too, of far greater va- 
lue. But the love of money is not merely a bad thing, 
but the root of all evil, and a confidence in money i« n 
very fbolish thing. 

Ver. 5. WiU ihtm set thine eyes upon that n/hich i$H6t9 
for riches certain^ make themsekes nfings, and fly OfMy 
as an eagle towards heaven^ 

Wilt thou let thine eyes fly upon money -with, eagef 
joy ? Thou shalt soon see them fly away never to re^ 
turn. 

To look at other men's mcmey with covetous desires^ 
and ah admiration of the happiness of the possessor-^ 
to look upon our own money wiUi rapturous delight, 
because our hand has gotten much, is to make to our- 
selves gods of gold, as the ancient Israelites did, and to 
give them the worship of the soul, and th^ef<^e covet* 
'ousness is called idolatry ; and to rejoice in money more 
than in God, is to say to the gold. Thou art our hope, 
and to the fine gold, Thou art oar confidence. 

It is foolish, as well as sinfal, to set our eyes sskd otat 
hearts on riches. Will a man set hit eyes upon a mere 
nothing ? But what does Solomon mean by calling 
them so ? Does not their splendour shew that they Ate 

» hukt xU* U. xvi. 11, 12, 13. 1 Tim. vl. 10. 
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tme substance ? It must be confessed that they are 
very glittenng nothings, but so are bubbles upon the 
water, when they shine with the rays of the sun, which 
make them to glare for a mcMuenty but d<m't hindet 
them from vanishing the next. Our Lord tells us that 
they are not the true riches, and that a man's life does 
not consist in the abundance of them. The wise preach- 
er has written a book to prove» that they are the very 
vanity of vanities. Philosc^hers in every age have 
dedaimed in proof of this point, and all men are sensible 
c^ its truth at the season when the eyes of men are 
finrced open to the sight of truth.- 

But in this passi^ Solomon means the uncertainty 
of riches. They are not, for they fly away out of sight 
never to return. Th^ are mine to-day, they werb 
another man's yesterday, they will be yours to«morroW, 
and whither they dull have flown in a few weeks, we 
cannot tell. 

But how do they get away ? They make to them* 
selves wings. Whilst yon sit brooding upon them, they 
are £edging ; and although you should try, by bills and 
bondB> and bars, and bdits, to dip their wings, you will 
not be able to hiilder thehr elopemeiH;; and when you 
thiiik to retorer them, you are often md^ing wings to 
what is left you. The eagle is the swiftest of birds, 
and with the swiftness of an ea^e they mount up to* 
was*ds heaven, and receive their commission to whom 
they should next go. Doth the eagle fly by thy com« 
mand, or canst thou bring him back, like the hawk, to 
ihy lure ? As little can you recover those riches of 
wMcb Divine Providence has bereaved you. 

Those who plaot their happiness on worldly wealth,^ 
build their fbulidi^on on a flood poured out, as some 
raider Jdi» xxiiw 16. Ti^eir joy is shorty and dashed 
with a largemfusion of fear and vexfation. Their dis« 
appointment is certiin ; their end is dreadful : for those 
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who mind earthly things above heavenly things^ are 
enemies of the cross of Christy and their end is destruc* 
tion; but true Christians seek for the true riches^ their 
conversation is in heaven^ and their treasure i» in a 
place where there is no moth nor rust, nor any of those 
feathers which compose the eagle wings of riches^ with 
which they flee away *. 

Ver. 6. Eai thou not the bread of him that hath an tvH 
et/e, neither desire thou his daintff meats. 

The Scripture directs us about the choice of occa- 
sional companions, as well as Mends. There are some 
persons whom we must not receive into our houses, 
and there are some to whose houses we are forbidden 
to repair, or to sit at their tables* We are not, on every 
occasion, forbidden to eat; with- a ruler, although his 
dainties are generally deceitful meat; nor a^ we abso- 
lutely forbidden to feast, with heath^is and bad men f*. 
But we are forbidden to eat at the table of him that has 
an evil eye, although it should be covered.wUh dainty 
meat, and his words full of kindness. 

A selfish and churlish disposition discovers itself in 
the eye, so that the miser declares his character against 
his will. Perhaps, through shame, he endeavours to 
hide his churlish disposition under the mask of aplen* 
tiful entertainment ; but his malignity peeps through 
his eyes, which betray him^ in spite of all that he can 
say or do; for nature abhors dissimulation, and often 
detects it. 

But why must we not eat his bread, nor partake of 
his dainties ? Because it is not the quality of the food^ 
that you are to consider, but the disposition of the 
ccanpany, and especially c^ the entertainer. 

Ver. 7* For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat 
and drink, saith he to thee, but his heart is not with thee. 

It is not a man's words and professions that must 

• Phil. Hi. 18. t 1 Cor. x. 
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determine his diaracter^ and direct our correspondence 
with him^ but the disposition of his hearty which is of- 
ten discovered by the general course of a man's behavi« 
our, to be very different from what he would have men 
to believe it is. A man that rolls in his mind impious, 
thoughts of God^ is a wicked man« however good his 
words may be^ and a man that indulges a selfish dispo- 
sition is unfit to be a companion or a friend, although 
he invites yoti to his table, and never ceases, when you 
are there» to tell you how welcome you are, and how 
earnestly he wishes you to eat and drink. 

You see how vain it is for men, to pretend that kind« 
ness which they do not feel. They are discovered 
mose eaaily than they imagine, and the professions they 
make are means of rendering their dissimulation more 
evident ; for true kindness delights not in many words. 

Let men then either be what they profess, loving not 
in word nor in tongue, but in deed and in truth, or 
dse let them lay aside the profession of what they . are 
not, for it is idle to add the guilt and shame of hypo- 
crisy, to that of a scnrdid and selfish disposition. 

But when that which is set on his table is full of fat- 
ness, may we not make a very delicious meal, and pay 
him for it, to his satisfaction, by agreeable conversa^. 
tion ? No* 

Ver. 8. The morsel rvhich thou hast eaten, shalt thou 
vomit up, and lose thy sweet words. 

Men often think it a noble piece of diversion, to 
spunge upon a miser, and to take advantage of an in- 
vitation ei^torted from him by shame, to prey upon 
eveiy thing that is in his house ; but Solomon teaches 
113 that this diversion will end in vexation. Thou 
mayest eat the mcupsel with pleasure, but thou jshalt re- 
pent of eating it, as much as if thou hadst vomited it 
up. All thy agreeable or useful conversation is lost- 
upon bim^ and he is so £tu; 0x>m thinking it a proper 
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recompense for the expense he has bestowed upon 
thee^ that he will endeavour tp extort some thing in 
return, which it may be very inconvenient to grant, 
and yet when thou refusest, he will brand thee with 
the character of the ungrateful guest. 

When we are called by God to a feast of fat things, 
and hear his blessed voice calling us to eat that which 
is good^ and let our souls delight themselves in fatness, 
we may safely venture, at the gracious invitati(»i, to 
make use of Christ, and the blessings of his^ salvation, 
as our own ; to suspect the sincerity of the gospel call, 
is to suspect the God who is abundant in goodness and 
truth of an evil eye. 

Ver. 9. Speak not in the ears qf a fool, for he wiU 
despise the wisdom of thy words. 

A fool cannot utter wisdom, but there might be good 
hopes entertained of him 1 if he could hear it; but there 
are many fools, who ^e equally unfit to speak and to 
hear. Concerning such, this direction is given, and 
not concerning fools of every kind, for there are some 
that want wisdom, and have some conviction of the 
want of it, and these are on the road that leads to wis« 
dom, the first step of which is to become a fool in <nie's 
own eyes. 

The fools to whom we are forbidden to i^ak the 
words oi wisdom, are those that will despise tlie 
wisdom of our words, and even thej3e are •sometimes to 
be dealt with by those that have a call, by their office 
Gc church connexfon, to do so, even aftw t^y have re-> 
fused admonition ; for the souls of men are precious, 
and if there is some hope, though fiunt, of doing them 
good, we must not decline the disagreeable task (^ re« 
provers*. 

Our Lord orders the gospel to be ppeai&ed to every 

» Mat. xviii. 15, 143, 17. TU^HIiia 
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QBe that will hear it, not excepting scorners *. But he 
w'Hl not have his gospel forced on those thai; obsti« 
nately reject it +. He himself left the Gadarenes, when 
they preferred their swine to him, and the Nazarenee, 
when they wanted to destroy him. 

Although the worst of sinners are to be invited to 
repentance, in the public assembly, yet there are some 
to whom our Lord' tells us, it is needless and unsafe 
to administer personal reproofs. These are the dogs 
and swine that would trample our pearls under their 
feet, and turn again and rend us. How pitiable is the 
case of such persons, when our Lord himself directs us 
to give them up to themselves. 

Those that are reproved by ministers, and Christian 
friends, may learn from this verse, that they have no 
reason to take it amiss, or to think that they are treat-* 
ed with contempt. They are considered as offenders, 
but at the same time as offending brethren, who are 
not incurably perverse. They would be treated in a 
very different way, and might reckon themselves with 
more justice, to be considered in the light of scorners, 
and dogs, and swine, if there were no means used to 
recover them to repentance. 

Ver. 10. Remove not the old land mark, and enter not 
into thejields of the fatherkss. 

May we then remove other people's land marks, and 
enter into their fields ? By no means, but there is less 
danger of that. Wicked men are afraid to do any injury 
to those who have \\ in their power to retaliate, or 
powerful friends to espouse thdr quarrel. Pure reli« 
gioa and undefiled before God and the Father, is this, 
to visit the fatherless, and the widows in their afflic« 
ti<m, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
And yet there are none so ready to be trampled upon. 
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in this evil world, as the fatherless and widows. But 
let the poor and fatherless commit themselves to God^ 
and the widows trust in him/ and he will make thei^r 
adversaries to know, that the mightiest on earth are 
not more dangerous to be meddled with, than them* 
selves. 

Ver. 11. For their Redeemer is mighty, he shall plead 
their cause tvilh fhee. 

He that meddles with the widow and fatherless, 
needs better armour than he that touches the sons of Be- 
lial, who must be fenced with iron and brass. God him- 
self hath undertaken their defence, and dare we provoke 
the Lord to jealousy, are we stronger than he ? He gra- 
ciously calls himself their kinsman or Redeemer. They 
have lost the best of earthly friends. But there is ope 
in heaven who calls diem to trust in hino^ as their hus- 
band and father^ their Redeemer and advoc&te. He hath 
promised to supply their wants, and protect them from 
every enemy. Their enemies set themselves in oppo« 
sition to God, and endeavour to make him a liar^ by 
frustrating his promises, but they do it at their peril. 

Perhaps those that oppress the widow and fatherless, 
may allege that God is the Redeemer only of his own 
people, and that the poor and fatherlessi whom they op- 
press are none of them. To this it may be answered, 
that God executedi righteousness and judgment for all 
that are oppressed. He is the great lover of righte- 
ousness and mercy, and the avenger of all that are un- 
righteous and unmercif\iL One part of the office of 
the kinsman redeemer un^er the law> was to avenge 
the mischiefs done to his poor friend ; and this part of 
it God will perform for all that are oppressed, without 
exception, so that the oppressor will feel the terrors 
of the threat^iing contained in this declaration, al- 
though the fatherless and the widows through their un- 
beliefi should lose the comforts of that grace, which is 
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discovered in it But how do you know, O ye pre- 
sumptuous opposers of God's mercy to the poor, that 
those whom you wrong are not God's people ? Can you 
know the hearts of men? If you can do this, can you 
also look into the heart of God, and into the book of 
life, to know who are the objects of his special favour ? 
How do you know but God may choose those whom 
you afflict, in the furnace of affliction. The oppressors 
of Judah, said, we offend not, for they have sinned 
against the Lord, the habitation of justice, and the 
hope of their fathers ; yet for their sakes, he sent to Ba* 
bylon, and brought dowii the Chaldeans and their no< 
bles, whose cry was in their ships. He thoroughly 
pleaded their cause, for he had chosen them in the fur- 
nace of affliction. And the vengeance of the Lord, and 
of his temple, was upon Babylon and Edom, and Am- 
mon, and all that had afflicted them *. 

Here the widow and the fatherless, may find com- 
fort under every injury, and instruction how to derive 
the greatest advantages out of the greatest wrongs, by 
making use of the injustice of the enemy, as a motive to 
flee to God as their Redeemer, and a plea in their sup- 
plications for help t. 

Ver. 12. Appli/ thine heart unto instruction^ and thine 
ears to the words of knowledge. 

This direction is often repeated, but there is need for 
it : too often we hear as if we heard not. An hour or 
two passes after we have been reading a chapter, or 
hearing a discourse on one of the most important sub- 
jects, and scarcely a trace of it is left upon our minds. 
I have read of a minister, who was preaching a sermon 
on the di^ of judgment, and the awful truths which he 
delivered made such an impression on *the audience, 
that they all appeared to be alarmed, but the preacher 

• Is. xWii. 4. Jer. l. 38, 34, f P«^ ^ !*• 
V0L.n. H 
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uAd them that he* had something yet to tell them more 
awful than any thing he had said, that in two hours 
they would be as little affected with these things, as if 
they had not heard them ; which accordingly proved to 
be the case. 

Let us take heed that we be not found among those 
of whom it is said, that the word preached did not pro* 
£t them, not being mixed with faith in them that 
h^rd it, for the word will not be a means of salyntion 
to us, unless it is received with meekness, and Ingrafted 
into our souls *. 

Ver. 13. Withhold not correction from thy child; for 
if thou heatest him with the rod, he shall not die. 

Ver. 14. Thou shall beat him with the rod, arid thaU 
deliver his soul from hell. 

Parents are here required, to give due correetion to 
their children, with their own hands, and not to entrust 
that office entirely to others ; at the same time they are 
forbidden to withhold it from them, even when they 
are under the care of others. If teachers are employed 
to instruct them, they must have the power of cor- 
recting likewise, and no offence must be taken at them 
for using it. Parents would take it amiss, if any thing 
•th^y thought necessary for their children, was witUield 
from them by those under whose care th^ are placed ; 
atid what is mcnre necessary than correction? The 
world will think that man cruel, who does not give 
food and raiment to his child, but Solomon looks ^pcm 
Jhim also to be a crud man, who does not give needful 
correction. 

But the fond hearts of parents will suggest several 
-objections to this duty. They cannot bear the cries 
4md sobs of their children; they are afraid they will 
die under their hands. There is no fear of this, ttuwcrs 
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tke wise man, they only wish to frighten you by their 
.eomplaints. They shall not die but live.^eat them 
with the tod, for it is one of the means that God has 
^appointed for delivering them from an untimely death 
in this worlds and destruction in the next What an 
idea does this give us, of the usefulness of the rod of 
correction ! What parent that loves his child^ and has 
any sense of the terrors of eternal punishment^ will 
«pare his rod^ after he has heard this saying of God? 
Would you not force your children to suffer bleeding by 
the surgeon, if you saw it necessary for the preserva« 
tion of their lives^ and are their souls less precious thaa 
their bodies ? You think that gentle means are always 
the best, but does not God tell you that Uiis does not 
hold in every case ? No doubt £li and David wished 
weU to their children, and their parental fondness told 
them that gentle admonitions and time^ would correct 
all the discNrders in their families. But they mourned 
at last over these children, that had been so much hurt 
by their indulgence. Whether the disorders in David's 
.fkmily, were the occasion of Solomon's making so 
mBny proverbs <m this subject, I shall not say, but after 
what he has said, and i^fler what Eli and David suf. 
^ved, those parmts that perform not this duty, are 
more mescasable than the^e good men were \ 

Your children may perhiqps complain of your severity, 

rwhea there is no ground for it. But this is easier to 

be borne, than it would be to hear them curse you, at 

the last day> fcnr suffering them to take their coume in 

>n. 

Ver. 15. Hg mm, if thine hfari he wise, nuf heart 
AMr^jmce, even mine. 

YiBt. 16. Yea, mg reins shall r^ice, when % lips 
4p§ak right ihinfff. 

£Momon was a wise father, and had the same wishes 

• Chiqp. zziL 15. 
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for his son as for himself. He did not greatly mind 
whether he was to be very rich or not, but his main con- 
cern was, that he might be wise; for he knew that if he 
was a fool, the riches he was to leave him would do 
him no good^. 

Parents may form a judgment of their own disposi- 
tions, from their wishes about their children. World- 
ly men make it their great work to provide thos^ 
things for their children, which they account their owti 
best things. Saints desire above all things, that the 
hearts o&4heir children may be richly furnished with 
wisdom, and that their lips may speak right things ; 
for the heart is the throne of wisdom, and by the lips 
•he discovers her possession of that throne. Thoss that 
are evil cannot ordinarily speak good things, and the 
lips will undoubtedly speak good Uiings, when there 
is a good treasure in the heart 

Language €Minot express the cordial joys that a wise 
parent feels, from the wise and good behaviour of a 
son ; and when parents enjoy this blessing, let them 
consider, to heighten their joy and thankfulness, the 
smart that others have felt from the undutifiilness and 
folly of their children. It seems probable ^t Solomon 
was taught by painful experience/to speak so ^lingly 
of the joys of happy fathers. Rehoboam was far from 
being his father^s son, yet his father did not give him 
up as desperate. He was a fool, but who knows, said 
his fiither, whether he shall be a wise man or a fodf, 
when I am deadf. Let parents use every means re- 
commended by God, for making their children wise. 
Then shall their souls be glad, and thtir reins r^ce, 
in the happy effect of theur endeavours, or at least in 
the consciousness of having done their duty. It is like* 
ly that Rehoboam received at last some benefit ilrom th^ 

• Ecdfi. U. 18, Ifi. t EcclM. a 1^ 
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instructions of his father, for he behaved so well during 
a part of his reign^ that in Judah things went well. 

Ver. 17. Let not thine heart envy sinners, but be thou 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long. 

When we see the wicked flourishing in prosperity^ 
and the people of God languishing under oppression^ 
we are sometimes tempted to doubt, whether there is a 
providence^ and whether the promises and threatenings 
of God be true or not^ and to grudge that there is not 
a present distribution of rewards and punishments^ ac- 
cording to the works of men. Unfit as we are fcnr ma- 
naging our own affairs, we are too much disposed to 
ttsurp God's office of governing the world ; and if he 
does not shower down blessings into the lap of those 
whom we esteem, and fire and brimstone upon the 
head of the wicked, then we think that God cannot 
Me things through the dark cloud, or is unfit to ma- 
liage. them. But we are here directed to banish envy 
from our hearts, and aa an antidote to this mischievous 
passion, to be in the fear of the Lord continually. 

Envy at sinners is a great enemy to the fear of the 
Lord. Asaph's feet had almost stumbled when he 
looked with a grudging eye at the prosperous circum- 
stances of transgressors ; but by the fear of the Lord, 
he was preserved from falling, and was recovered from 
his dangerous situation ; for a deep and heart-affecting 
impression of the infinite excellencies of the divine na- 
ture will silence our murmurings, and subdue the in- 
surrections of our spirits. If we are deeply impressed 
with a sense of the righteousness and holiness of God, 
and of his wisdom and goodness, we will believe that 
bis ways are all judgment, and that there can be no 
unrighteousness in his administration, even when we 
cannot discern the reasons of it. " Clouds and dark* 
ness are round about him, but ri^teousness and judg- 
ment are still the habitation of his throne *." 
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We are required to lire in the fear of the Lord all the 
day long. Whether we are in prosperous or in adverse, 
circumstances^ and whether the wicked around us rise 
into affluence and power, or sink into insignificance and 
mis^y, an impression of God's perfection, and of the 
happiness that attends religion, and the misery that 
follows sin, must dwell upon oar hearts, and govern out 
cmiduct. This fear of God will banish from our minda 
impious reflections upon God, and dispose us to keep 
his way, even when wicked men arc in power, and 
threaten to banish all religion out of the world ; for 
itill we shall believe that it will be well with the rights 
eous and ill with the wicked, perhaps in this worlds but 
most certainly in the next \ 

Ver. 18. For surely there is an end, and thine expeo* 
iaikn shall not be cut off. 

If things were to continue in their present state 
through eternity, or if there were no eternity before 
us, much might be said for the wisdom of impiety, and 
the folly of religion ; but reason and traditicm give nt 
probable arguments fcnr a future state, and the Bible 
assures us of it Job saw the prosperity of the wicked 
with astonishment, but the counsel of the widced waa 
&r from him, for he knew that their day was condng ; 
and when he saw that some of them died amidst fri«tid» 
and prosperity^ and were honourably buried, he infer- 
red diat there was a day of wrath to which they were 
reserved t. He was in like manner ivWj persuaded; 
that his living Redeemer would raise his own dust at 
the last day, and wipe off all his reproach, and give hiin 
the tran^>orting sight of the divine glory, to his eternal 
hapi^ness. His hope of this blessedness was so lively^ 
even when there was no Scripture, that he expresses an 
ardent wish that his profession of hope nught be in- 

# Pa. lix. 9. t Jo^ x»»' 1^ 30. 
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scribed for ever on the rockj with a pen of iron and 
lead. And it was written^ not on a rock, to be read by 
the dwellers in the land of Uz, but in the book of God^ 
to be seen and read of all men. 

Did Job triumpli in this blessed hope amidst afflic«> 
tions that would have swallowed up all the courage of 
a philosopher and hero ? Shall we faint» who are in« 
structed by Moses and the prophets, by the Apostles, 
and the Lord himself, concerning the unspeakable feli- 
cities of a future state, and the right we have to look 
&Hr the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life ? 
Besides^ we have a great cloud of witnesses to assure us 
that it is not a vain thing to wait for the salvation of the 
Lord, and that the expectation of the poor, although it 
may seem to be cat off, shall not perish for ever ? Abta« 
ham had a promise of a son, by whom his seed were to 
be like the stturs for multitude, and yet he waited till 
Sarah's womb, which was formerly barren, was now 
dead, before he had the promised son. He waited sixty 
years li^nger> before he saw any children by Isaac, but 
still he was persuaded that the word of God was true, 
and that his promise was the same thing as performance. 
He had the promise of Canaan, and yet he travelled 
through it as a stranger and pilgrim, but he trusted God, 
and what he had promised, he performed, long afler 
Abraham went to sleep with his fathers. And those 
that give credit to the testimony of God, and wait with 
patience in the hope of the promise, are blessed with 
faithful Abraham. 

Soldiers, in the uncertain h<^ of sp<ul, endure all the 
^ severities of the campaign, and encounter all the dan- 
gers of the battle; and shall not the professed soldiers 
of the Redeemer meet every discouraging providence 
without terror and complaint, when the God of truth 
si^s their expectation shall not be cut off*"*? 

• Jamet i. 12. 8 Thes. L 6, 7. 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



176 XXP08ITION OV tHB ^CUAV. itimi 

Ver. 19. Hear, thou mtf ton, end he wise, and gmde 
thine heart in the nay, 

' It is not sufficient, although it be necessary^ for us to 
hear the instructions of the inspired moralist We are 
called to learn wisdom^ which is to be acquired by 
hearing under the influence of that blessed Spirit by 
whom these truths were dictated. Hearing without 
being made wise^ will aggravate our guilty and make our 
condemnation more dreadful. But to expect wisdom 
without hearings is to expect nourishment by miracle 
without food. Let us hear then, with all that meekness 
and affection .which is due to a kind father instructing 
his beloved children ; and with hearing let us join pray- 
er to that God, by whose direction and in whose name 
Solomon speaks to' us as children ; for our heayenly,fa-> 
ther will give the Spirit of wisdom and revelaticHi to 
them that ask him. 

What is that wisdom that we are called to seek after? 
Wisdom to guide our heart in the way, for Zion's tra- 
vellers must have the way that conducts to blessedness 
in their hearts. Our feet and our hearts must be in 
the same good paths, for no man is truly religious, wliat*. 
ever his outward conversation is, unless his heart be 
right with God. The word of God is then truly use- 
ful to us, when we rejoice in the way of Gk>d*s testimo- 
nies more than in all riches. 

If we would have our hearts guided in the way, 
then we must hear what the wise man is going to say 
to us against intemperance in eating and drinking ; for 
as those that run in the Grecian races, and strove for 
masteries in their games, were obliged to be temperate 
in all things, in the view of a corruptible crown ; so 
those that have the eternal crown in their eye, must 
exercise a proper cat-e over themselves, that they may 
not be overcharged, or pressed down with the immod^N 
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f«le tue oimewt and drink, and tberdby rendered unfit 
Ibr the Chrbtaan coarse. 

Yer. SO. Be noi amongit wmC'-bibberi, amongH riom 
4tm taiers ^\fiesh. 

\ Although we do not, dethrone reason by drinking, 
yet if we impair the v%our of it, and render ourselves- 
;leas fit £br tl» business of life, and the service of God, 
.than, we are at oth^ times, by the free use of the bottle, 
: wt ase wine-bibbers. 

Flesh is fit provision for our bodies, and it is freely 
.aUow>ed va by God, who has enlarged our charter for 
bodily provision, under the new testament dispensa- 
tion, but it is great ingratitude to Qod to abuse l^is 
goodness in order to serve the lusts of the- ffesh. The 
body ought lo be the^servantof thesoul, and ever rea- 
•dy to exeeute its commands ; but when, by the riotous 
eating of fiesh, or any thing else, our bodies are dis. 
^aUed from doing their duty, or have their vigour im- 
paired, and the seeds of weakness, and drowsiness, and 
^dJysfase, sown in them, we un against our own souls 
imd bodteSi 

We are forbidden; not only to be drunkards or glutJ- 
tons, but to be fi>und in the company of such persons ; 
iar bad Company is the common temptation which the 
4^vil uses to draw men to these sins. By giving them 
our company, we are exposed to their solicitations, and 
m^ny that were once sober, have been enticed by them 
f^^Q $o^ excess at a time, and, by a repetition of the 
#f«ne rash conduct have been led on, step by step, to 
t^ greatest excesses, and the most confirmed habits 
^ ia^emperaxice, till they became senseless brutes, a 
burden to their friends, and fit only for being laid in 
tl^ grave, and consigned to those regions which shall 
ht^ the everlasting. habitati<»bof those who make their 
b^y their god. 

Those who have bewi long inured to a ten^rata.- 
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course of Ufe, must not dunk duit Acy are at Hboity 
to infringe this precept, and to mtngle themsd^es with 
the SOBS of riot, because they are strong enough hi 
their own eye to overcome all the temptationftof seoMh- 
elity. Cbrist charges his own disciples, who had been 
practised in erery virtue under his own eye, attid who 
had less temptations to this viee Uum any otiber men/ 
to take heed to themselves that their hearts might not 
be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness^ and 
we find the apostle Paul, who was so often in want* 
very anxious that he might not transgtess this pee- 
cept*. 

But what harm is there in learning the wajrs of Ae 
drunkard and glutton? Much harm even in this world> 
as any man may see, that will but open his eyes ; 

Ver.'Sl. For the drunkard and the glutton shail come 
io pomertyy and dronfsinsss shall ch^ a man mtih rags. 

Poverty may be bom with patience and' dteerfnlness, 
when it is merely a misforttme ; but that poverty fills 
the mind widi remorse and vexation, whidi is the fruit 
of a man's own bad conduct And no sel^cimtvacted 
poverty is so disagreeable as t^t which a man brings 
upon himself by gluttony and drudcenness^ whidi at 
the same time diat they deprive a man of the neoes- 
amries of life, create in Mm a craving i^pettte after 8u« 
perfluities and luxuries* 

Miserable as men must be,^ by beh^ reduced to such 
unhappy drcumstanoes, they are idmost un|»tted when 
they fall into diem; foridio will pity one for nusfiMru 
tones into which he rushes with his eyes ^)en ? If a 
man will not pity himself it is- vain for hha to expect 
pity from his neighbours. 

V The drunkard or gluttxNi may flatlter hhnself with 
vain hopetthat he shaU escape poverty, and that ta 

• lCor.iz.«7* 
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monrow shall b«a8tlu8day» and much more abundant; 
but reatttn and experience, as well as Scripture, confinn 
the truth in our text : for if the slothful man bring him- 
sdlf to want» the waster must do it much sooner, espe- 
ckdly as luxury and revellmg bring drowsiness and 
doth in thehr ttain : for by a course of sensual indul- 
gence, a man is indisposed to labour and prudent care; 
so that, whilst he throws away wHh one hand, he ga« 
tJiers noting with the other to tnippiy his numerous 
wants. The slothful man is broths to him that is a 
great waster, but when the great waster is likewise a 
slothAil man, as is generally the case, poverty is com« 
ing to him with hasty steps, and with resistless force. 

Hell is at a great distance, the sensualist thinks, and 
lies quite out of the view of mortals, and wine has so 
besotted himi that he cannot think seriously about it ; 
but here he is told of one part of his punishment, which 
he cannot put off to a distant day, and must feel, un« 
kss he is stuptfied tp an extraordinary degree; for 
M$ vhious relishes might themsdves excite a {nroper 
• sense of the mischief ci poverty ; and how hardened 
must they be in sin who cannot be driven from it, ei« 
ther by the terrors of the wofld to come, or the mise- 
ries of this ? 

Christians have nobler motives to keep them on their 
guard against intemperance; £ar the grace of God 
teaches them to live soberly, and their character as 
chUdren of the light is inconsistent with drunkenness 
and revelling, which are wcnrks oi darkness imd of the 
fledi** 

Ver. SS. Hearken unto ihy father that begat thett and 
ieepise not thy mother fvhen she U old. 

Solomon takes it to granted that our fathers and 
mothers will give us good counsel and instructicnn ; for 



• 1 Tbeis. y* 6—8. Gal^ r. Bom. ziii. 13, li. 1 PeU iv. 3» 
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they are m^nsters^ and not parents^ that are unconcortii* 
ed about the present and eternal welfare of their diil* 
idren, and quite, negligent of those means that ooay con* 
tribute to such valuable ends. ' 

Children should consider what they owe to their pa» 
rents^ and what affection they discover in their good 
counsels and instructions^ and what monsters of ingra*i 
litude they are^ if they do not shew respect tC> those 
who have conferred obligaticms upon them, for which 
they can never make a sufficient recompense^ 9nd to 
those instructions which can have no object but their 
own benefit 

Mothers are to be honoured as well as fathers ; nor 
must we despise them^ but reverence their good advi- 
.ces^ and kindly sympathize with their infirmities when 
they are old. They may then prove peevish and feefc- 
ful, and lose much of their underatandii^, and become 
children a second time. But they took care of us when 
we were helpless children, and our froward passions 
did not then provoke them to cast us^away^ but^engaged 
their pity and help •. 

It is only when the instructions of parents are good 
and sounds that we must receive and comply with 
them^ for we are bound to cleave to the. truth at all 
risks. 

Ver. 25. Buy the truth, end tell it not / qlto wMom, 
and instruction, and understanding. 

The truth revealed in the word of God is infinitelj 
valuable and interestipg, and . therefore we are com- 
manded to buy, and not to sell it. Men are enriched 
by buying and selling other commodities^ but in our, 
dealings about truth we are enriched by buying alone, 
whatever be the prioe, and impoverished by selling, 
whatever price we might receive. 

• Chap. i. i 



y Google 



ClUft. ««II.^ BdOK OF ^ROVBE88» 18C 

'^it why are we commanded Uy buy ? Does God 
receive a price from us for his truths ? By no means. 
JBut we are commimded to buy^ because we must grudge 
.no expence or toil in seeking the truth. The wise 
merdiant is he that is sq impressed with its value that 
he is willing to go and sell all he hath^ that he may ob- 
tain possession of this precious treasure. Merchants 
.win venture their money and their lives for those com- 
modities by which they expect to make profit^ although 
they often meet with disappointments and losses. Why 
then should those who profess to value the truth above 
every thing, be so careless about obtaining the know- 
ledge and experience of it, when the value of it will 
abundantly recompense all our pains and losses in the 
seardi of it, although we should lose our life on its ac- 
count? 

On no account must we sell the truth. Had Paul 
been ofiered all the kingdcnns of the world, and all the 
glories of them, for one article of truth, he would have 
answered, ^' I have suffered the loss of all things al- 
ready for Christ, ye$i, doubtless, I count all things but 
loss and dung for the excellency of the knowledge of 
^ Christ Jesus, my Lord." We must rather part with 
our lives than with the truth, and here we have the exi- 
ample of the noble army of martyrs who loved not their 
lives unto the death for its sake; He that loses his life 
for the sake of truths, and a good conscience^ is a great 
gainer*. 

If it is a great sin to sell the truth, even when our 
life is offered for it, wjiat shall we say of those who 
part with it in profession or practice, without receiving 
any price at all for it ? Surely they have a small re- 
gard for the truthi or for the great Author of it, who 

• Matt. X. S9. 
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wantonl J cast away this preckms pearly tsnd take a 
pebble in its room. 

We must shew the same sacred regard to wisAm^ 
and instruction^ and understandingy which are ittwfMi- 
rably connected with the truth. For we have no ttwt 
hold of the truth, however clear our apprehenstons of 
it are, or however zealously we profess it, if we 4re«ot 
made wise, and led in the way of duty by its mfluenoe. 
That wisdom and undersUmding which is not ground^ 
ed in truth, is but cunning oraftiness and splendid %« 
norance, and that instruction which is not accordii^ to 
truth, is poison to the soul *• 

Truth is to be received into the mmd and heart, and 
rule our conversation. Those only are wise unto sal- 
vation who receive the truth in the love of it, and heid 
it forth in their profesnon, and walk in it till they reaek 
the end of their course t. 

Ver. 24. The father of the righteoui shall greaify re- 
Joice, and he thai begelteth a wise child shall hmejo^^ 
him, 

Ver. S5. Thy father and thy mother shaU begiad, ami 
she that bare thee shall rejoice. 

And what son is diere so unnatural as not to wish 
for the happiness of his father and his mother ? Ycrar 
father has spent many anxious thoughts, and endmed 
many toils on your account. Your mother has bom 
you with sorrow and danger, and reared you up wiA 
tender anxiety, and what requital do they ask or oxm 
pect from you ? They love you with a disint^e^ed 
affection; they earnestly desire you to pursue those 
courses which will make you happy ; aikl they will be 
satisfied, and glad, and bless God on your aeooiffli^ 
when you walk in the waysof wisdom, becimseall their 
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hbemn i&d taib are ndify reccnupeiised. Can you 
nmst the wialieB of yoar parents, and bli^t their hopes 
of giadnees, when the joy they expect from you is no 
sslflBh {deasare^ but that (Hire and disinterested joy 
iviuch arises Hmm your own happiness ? Can you bear 
the thoughts of embitt^ng their old age^ when it is 
attended with so many unavoidable pains and grie&, 
wfaieh will be sweetened by your good behaviour? * 
Will you be the wretched instruments of bringing down 
the grey hairs of your parents with sorrow to the grave ? 

What a blessed thing is righteousness! It gives 
great pleasure to him that practises it. It diffuses joy 
^ around. Your parents and Mends^ and all that fear 
God, will be glad to see you walking in God's truth* 
Our Father who is in heaven takes pleasure in it, 
and all the angels of God are glad to see righteousness 
and wisdom am<»ig the sons of men. 
' V«]^ 36. My son, give me thine keari, and let thine 
e^ei ^Imirve my ways. 

This divine teacher, in the name of God, requires 
our hearts to be applied to the word of exhortation. 
'* Set your hearts to all the w(nrds which I testify 
among you this day," said the Jewish lawgiver, ^* which 
ye fldiall observe, to doTall the words of this law/' The 
saase demand is made on us iii this and in several other 
jmsisages of this book. And Ae demand would not be 
soU-equently made, if it were not nece^ary. We are 
tisiturally indisposed to give a due attention to the word 
cC^God, fcM* our hearts are vain, and earthly^ and car- 
nal ; and yet, unless we give our hearts to God and to 
hls*trtiths» we can receive no benefit by them. Paul 
gfves thanks to God for the saints at Rome, because, 
ftom the heart, tiiey had obeyed tiiat fo^m of doctrine 
whi^was delivered unto them, or rather, into which 
they were delivered, as into a mould, that their whole 
temper and life might be formed into a correspondence 
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with it. Our Lord, in hk parable of the so^mr, speaks 
of four diffl^rent sorts of hearers of the word, and ib&e 
was only one sort that received real benefit froia it, 
and that was the set of hearer^ who understood it^ and 
received it into an honest and good heart. 

Our hearts are paturally intractable and {leryerae^ 
and we cannot work them into a pvopet diispositipn So^ 
r^eiving his truths, but we must give them up to him 
that fashions the hearts of men .at his pleasure. Our 
hearts, vile and worthless Us they are, are claimed by 
him. He is our former and Redeemer, and he calls us 
to give up our souls and bodies unto him *. He wiU 
form them anew, and take away the stony heart out. of 
our flesh, and give us hearts of fiesh, and put his Spirit 
within us, and cause us to walk in his statutes. 

Our eyes must be fixed upon the ways ip which God 
directs us by his inspired penmen. Thus David cegu« 
lated his life ; he laid the judgments of Gpd before 
him, and kept his mind fixed upon the directionaof 
Cod in his word, and his feet were k^pt from stum« 
bling and falling. The ways in which Solomon walk«* 
ed during a part <)f his life, are a warning to us that we- 
may not involve ourselves in those snares that brought, 
him into so much danger and distress ; but the waya 
that he instructs us to walk in are thpse ^gosd pathi 
wherein rest is to be found.. He smarted gr^tly with 
the wounds made in his conscience by his correspon-* 
dence with worthless wcnnen, and none of the Old Tes^ • 
tament writers sound so loud alarms of the danger that 
we are in from the arts of such seducers. 

He fell into the deep and narrow ditch, but by the 
grace of God he escaped with life, and warns us all 
not to risk our 'Souls in the manner he had dcme. 

• l^Cbroii.zxx.8.. 
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Ver. $7. For ah whore is a deep ditch, and a strange 
woman is a deep pit. 

And when it is both deep and narrow^ the danger is 
extreme. Who would dioose to be in the situation of 
Jeremiah when he was cast into the dungeon, out of 
which Ebedmeledi and his companions, delivered him 
With so much difficulty I but it is far more dangerous 
to fall into that narrow pit of which the wise man is 
now speaking, for none that go unto her return again^ 
neither take they hold of the paths of life. Righteous 
men, such as Sampson and Solomon, were scarcely sav« 
ed when they fell into this ditch ? and where shall the 
abhorred children of the devil appear *? 

Ver. 28. She also lieth in toait as for a prey, and in-* 
creaseth the transgressors among men. 

The profligate woman is not only a deep pit, but a 
robber; for a single comparison is insufficient toshowthe 
numberless mischiefs occasioned by her seductions. She 
lies m wait, not to rob men of a few pounds, but to rob 
them of all their substance and credit, of their health 
and ccmifort, of their bodies and souls. And those 
who voluntarily comply with her alluring insinuations, 
are confederates with her and the devil, against God 
and themselves^ She increaseth the transgressors among 
men; for she spreads her nets and entangles those unwa- 
ry men^ of whom better things might have been rea^ 
sonably expected, if they had escaped her, and when she 
has them fast, she blindfolds them, and leads them on 
through the ways of sin and fdiy, till she plunge them 
into the gulph of perdition. She is not only a servant 
but a factor of the wicked one, drawing as many as she 
can into his snares, and therefore if we love our own 
souls, we must avoid the doors of her house. 

Would we be preserved from this mischievous enchant* 
■ —^ *" — ' ' • ' *" \t 

• Chap. xxiL 14. 
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tress, who has been the mstrument of drowning sach 
multitudes in destruction and perditirai^ let us turn our 
hearts to the divine instructions of this book^ and call 
wisdom our sister, and understanding our kinswoman» 
Let us put on the Lord Jesus Christy and make no pro- 
vision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Ver. 29» Who hath noe f rvho halh sorrow f Uiho hath 
cotttenHonsf who hath babblings? who haih wounds with* 
out catise 9 who hath redness of eye9>? 

He is no doubt a miserable man on whom all these 
misfortunes meet at once, and yet he scarcely deserves 
pity, for he brings them upon himsel£ If any man 
were attacked with a ^sease that had so many dismid 
symptoms, he would certainly draw pity from every 
beholder; but those of whom Solomon speaks, ace 
persons that chuse both sin and misery at once. * 

Ver. 80. They that tarry long iU the wine, they iktd 
go to seek much vnne. 

Wine is very useful to men when used to serve them, 
but when it is suffered to beccmie their master> ix itf t 
raging tyrant, like fire or water, when they are not kept 
in their proper bounds. But who are they that suffer 
wine to rule over them ^ Those who are, so fond of i^ 
that they cannot rise when they have sat down to tbe- 
bottle, but contmue from noon-day till eve&ii^ tSl 
wine infiame them ; and those who cannot want i^ but 
go in seardi of it, feeling themselves quite unhqppy 
when they are not pouring it down their throats, ai^ 
who are such sensualists that they cannot be satisfied,iiA^ 
less a variety of ingredients are mingled with it, to make 
it higher flavoured, and nunre grateful to dieir nice pa** 
lates. These are not the only persons that an by abus- 
ing this good creature of God ; for when men render 
tikemselves heavy, and languid, and unfit to Uiink and 
act with composure, or to draw near to God in spirit 
tual ezerdses^ they are guilly of excess, although they 



y Google 



CHAT. XXIII.]] BOOK OF FROVBRB8. 187 

do not make themselves brutes^ and bring npon them- 
3elves all ^e present mischiefs that are here mentioned. 
But those who give themselves up to sensuality, to such 
a degree as to tarry long at the wine, and go to seek 
mixt wine, bring upon themselves, in part, the present 
recompence of their error, for they do not only render 
themselves obnoxious to an everlasting hell, but they 
puU down sorrows upon themselves with their own 
hands. They have some present pleasure tO' suit their 
vitiated taste, but woe to that pleasure that brings sa 
rnudi pain and vexation along with it. Wine is raging, 
and pushes on the perscms that swill it down, like mad« 
men, to debates and contention. It takes from them, in a 
great measure, the use of their tongues, and makes them 
to stammer, and yet it fills their minds with so much 
vanity and wickedness that they must speak, and pour 
£9rth floods ci profaneness and ribaldry, of nonsense 
and ill nature. By this means drunkainess stirs up 
squabbles and fightings, which end in wounds without 
cause ; for the drunkards themselves, when they are so« 
het, confess that their quarrels had no object earthly, but 
weiie produced by their own self-contracted madness. 
Redness of eyes is another effect of immoderate drinking, 
wMcfa ends in a weakness of the sight, in violent pain^ 
and sometimes in total blindness. If dnmkenness is at* 
tended with so wretched consequences, 

Ver. 31. Look not ihou upon the wine when it it redg 
nfhen ii gmeth Mr colomr in the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright. 

And what harm is there in looking upon the {feasant 
li^picHr sparkling and mantling in the cup? What harm, 
you may as well ask, was there in Eve's looking at the 
fruit of the forbidden tree, or in Achan's looking at the 
gc^den wedge, or Babylonian garment ? Or what harm 
is there in looking at a beauteous face, till lust is excite 
ed in the heart? To look with pleasure at a tempting 
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object, is very unsafe, for the imagination catches fire^ 
and the passions are inflamed, and reason is gradually: 
deposed from its throne. Such are the natural conse- 
quences of looking at the delicious liquor. Caesar canie» 
and saw, and conquered ; but the drunkard cornea to. 
the tavern, he sees the flowing blood of the grape, and 
is conquered. He drinks and tastes a little pleasure^ 
whilst the liquor is passing down his throat, but, . 

Vcr. 82.- At the last it bileth like a serpent, andjfting'-^ 
eth like an adder, . , 

If drunkards saw an adder at the bottom of l^e glass, 
although it were dead, they would rather pour all the 
liquor into the street than drink it. But the wine^it* 
self is worse than any serpent. It infuses a deadly 
though slow poison into the drunkard> and hiabody 
becomes the seat of disease ; nor are the miserable efiects 
of it confined to himself, but they^are frequently en* 
tailed upon his posteri^, who suffer by their father's 
fault, and are often obliged to drag out a wretched life 
in weakness and disease, and pills and potions^ , 

But it stings the soul worst of all, for it breeds that 
worm of conscience in comparison of which the bite of an 
adder (or rather cockatrice,) is pleasure and health. It 
exposes the drunkard to the lake of fire and brimstoae> 
which is the second death, where the wii^ of the fierce- 
ness of the wrath of Almighty God must be drunk, 
without intermission or end, and where the drunkard 
diaH be puni^ed, not only for drunkemiess, but 
for a countless multitude of sins, to which this vice led 
tiie way. Other vices work their own way into the soul, 
but this mischievous vice makes way for every other 
vice, and especially for the damnable sin of unclean* 
ness and filthy communication. 

. Ver. 33. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and. 
thine heart shall utter perverse things, 

Drunkenness.produces new vices^ and discloses the old. 
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It removes every fence of reason and religion, and makes 
the person overpowered by it to resemble a city with- 
out walls; into which the besiegers find an open pai« 
sage that they may enter, and commit what ravages 
they please. Lot kept himself pure in Sodom, and yet his 
daughters, by making him drunk, knew that they could 
easily draw him to incest, for they had seen the men 
of Sodom tempted, by their fulness of bread and in- 
tempierate drinking, to every excess of wickedness. A 
Roman author tells us, that, in the good days of Rome, 
drinking of wine was absolutely prohibited to women, 
lest drinking should tempt them to imchastity ; for, as 
the same author observes, it shuts the door against 
every virtue, and opens it to every vice. 

Drunkeni^ss besots ^e heart, and makes it to utter 
peirverse and abominable things by the tongue ; unless 
that instrument of the soul is made quite dumb by the 
power of the liquor ; for blasphemy is wit, and ribald* 
ry is eloquence to a man that is turned into a brute. 
How loathsome would tiie heart of a wicked man be, 
were it laid bare to the world ; but drink lays it bare 
as far as the powers of language can go. 

Ver. Sis, Yea, thou shdlt he as he that lieih dotvn m 
the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a 
mast. ' ' 

Thy brain diall be giddy, thy reason disordered, thy 
mhid altogether unhinged, and thy danger shall be ex- 
treme, like his who li^ down in the heart of the sea, 
or on the top of a mast, ^tie most dangerous of situations 
imaginable. 

€^ a man that is a slave to strong drink find no pos« 
si^'ie mean of escape from his bondage ? He will not 
make h^ escape, for his heart is infatuated *, and he 
cannot prevail upon himself to forego a momentary ln-> 

: -^ — ^^ — — 

• Ho». if. II. 
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diligence, although it should cost him the tovmeoj^ of 
« whole life, and of an awful eternity. He fe^ the 
inconveniences that result from his indulgence to his 
appetite. But his appetite has a sovereign domiiMon 
over his reason, and forces it to find out some pitiful 
shifts and pretences to excuse his continuance in his 
abominable habhs. 

Ver. 35. They have siricken me, shall thou say, and I 
nas not sick; they have beaten me, and I fek H not: 
when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again. 

'^ Drink/' says one, '' steals away a man from him- 
self, and leaves a brute in his stead." This is saying 
much, but not all. A drunkard is a self-made brute^ 
and is far more senseless than a natural brute beast. 
It has been found upon trial, that a brute, after being 
once deceived by wine, would not venture upon it a 
second time ; but the self-made brute, after he has felt 
an hundred times the mischi^ of drinking, becomes 
still fonder of his misery, and makes his understanding 
to serve only for palliating his folly. It is true, he says, 
I have felt some trifling disadvantages from die free 
use of the creature. My companions abused and in* 
• suited me, but what of that ? Shall I deny mysdf the 
chief pleasure of life, because they struck me, and^beat 
me ? I was nothing the worse of it. I wish I toald 
get free of that drink which now dogs my senses, and 
inclines me to sleep. I will return to the Uvem after 
all that is come and gone. Why dkl not nature^ nuu 
nage things so that a man might^be always dritildng ? 
Life is not life in the intervals of it. 
' If wicked men can patiently hear audi mischiefe for 
the sake ef a beloved lust, whidi will at Imigtib bite like 
a serpent, and sting like $n adder, why should we 
grudge at the little hardships that we sometimes under* 
go for the sake of religion, which will be so richly re- 
compensed? If the servants of Satan are willing to 
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hmr imwim^rablc crosses and curses for the bve they 
have to his service^ why should we. bear with reluct- 
aDce» in the service of God, those crosses which are 
Uesslngs in disguise ? 

' Let those drunkards^ that have any remainders of 
understanding, compare the inconveniencies that might 
attend the mortiHcation of their appetite with the mi« 
series that God hath inseparably joined to a continu- 
anee in their criminal indulgences. And if they can 
say that it is not a thousand times better to put a knife 
to their throat, than to be t3rranni2ed over by such a per* 
nieious lust, let them swallow down gallons every day 
itf their life. 

- The Lacedemonians used to make their slaves drunk 
in the presence of their diildren, that when they saw 
what ministers men were turned into by sensuality, 
they might ccmtract an irreconcileable aversion to this 
•vice. Solomon gives us such a lively picture of this 
vioe in tlie paragraph before our eyes, that we need not 
ihm sight of a drunken man to excite our detestaticm of 
dnsnkenness. Isaiah gives us a description of it equal- 
ly shocking *• What excuse is left for a drunkard that 
has ever read the Bible ? How will his mouth be stop« 
ped at the last day i How will he curse himself through 
eternity, for making himself first a beast, and then a 
devilL 

An inferior master in the art of moral painting, gives 
us a just picture of drankoiness in these words, 
^ Drunkenness is a distemper of the head, a subversion 
of the senses, a tempest of the tongue, a storm in the 
body— ^e shipwreck of virtue, the loss of time, a wiU 
fiil madness, a pleasant devil, a sugared poison, a sweet 
An, whidi he that has, has not himself, and he that com« 
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imts it^ doth not only commit sin^ but is hinudf mlitoi*: 
gether sin." 

Let us therefore follow the counsel of the wise mai^ 
Be not amongst wine-bibbers ; for he &at goes to the 
tavern for the love of company, will soon go thitber 
for the love of drink. Let us follow the like counsrii 
of another inspired writer, *' Be not filled with wioflt 
wherein is excess, but be^e filled with the Spirit. Let 
us walk in the spirit, and we shall not fUlfil the lusto 
of the fiesh." If, after all, we rathar choose to follow 
the council of the wicked one, there is no help for it ; 
but those that walk according to the prince of. the 
power of the air, and fulfil the lusts of the fiesh^ musi 
have their portion and dwelling with him whose g^idg 
yoke and crushing burden they prefer to the sweet 
yoke and light burden (^ the Redeemer. 

Christ woukl heal you, but if ye will not be healed^ 
howl, O ye drinkers of wine, for the fruit of the ¥uie 
shall be cut off from your mouths. Joy shall wither 
away from your eyes, and a cup must be put into your jr 
hands, of which the wine is red. It is poured out fUll 
of mixture, and the dregs thereof you must wring 0ul^ 
and drink. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Verse 1. Be not thou envious agaiuH evil men, nek^ 
ther desire to he with them. 

We must be careful of our hearts as well as our Uves^ 
for out of the heart are the issues of life. Our hearts 
are well known to God, and he warns us, in the pre« 
cepts of his word, against indulging an eyil disposition, 
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or corrupt passkm, which might pollute our souls and 
conversation. He warns us particularly in this passage, 
agakttt all envious thoughts at the sight of wicked m^s 
prosperity^ which are so neural to us, that the best 
sain^'have not been altogether free of this root of bit« 
temess *. When we see waters of a full cup poured 
oat to the wicked, and behold these gains and {Measures 
which are the present fruits of sin, we are too ready to 
say in our hearts, " O that God would relax in some 
d^^ree his laws, that we might without incurring his 
displeasure, revel in those pleasures which the sons of 
Belial enjoy. Those men have a happier life at least 
than we have, whose consciences will not suffer us to 
inutate. their lawless conduct." Such wicked imagina* 
tkms are strictly prohibited in this place of Scripture. 
We must not account the i^oud happy, although they 
trisHDph over every enemy, and enjoy the world at 
their will. We must not entertain a thought of imi« 
tiftii^ their cursed manners: Why? Their hearts and 
their lijps are black as hell ; 

. Ver. 2. For their heart studieth destruction, and their 
lipi UUk ff mischief. 

And which of the two is best for us, to have our 
hearts beautified with the lustre of holiness, and puri- 
Qed into unfeigned love of our brethren, or turned in- 
to a den of every malicious fiend: to have our tongues 
sweetened with honey and milk, or set on fire of hell ? 
The {Hinishments of sin are very dreadful ; but sin it« 
^If is sueh a deformed ugly monster, that we are lost 
to understanding if we do not abhcnr it for its own sake. 
• But you will say/that sinners enjoy great advantage 
Brom their way of life. They acquire fine houses and 
elegant furniture, and every thing deli^tful in the 
service of sin. Is sin then attended with better fruits 

' "~" ^ 

' Psalm Izxiii. Jer. siU 
Vol. II. \ 1 



y Google 



194 EXPOSITION OF TB£ -[^CHJtP. XZIvi 

even in this world, than wisdom and holiness? By no 
means. 

Ver. 3* Through wisdom is an house builded, and iy 
nndsrslanding U is established. 

Houses have been sometimes built through wieked- 
ness, but never established. By wisdom and knowledge 
they are built as it were on a rock^ to stand firm against 
every blast *. 

Convenient furniture is desirable, as well as a sure 
house ; and this also is a fruit of that wisdom^ and in* 
dustry which belongs to religion. 

Ver. 4. And by knowledge shall the chambers be JiU* 
ed mth all precious and pleasant riches. 

Wicked men are represented by Solomon t, entertain* 
kig their fancies with high expectations of ^ predous 
substance^ with which robbery and fraud will fill their 
houses^ but what wicked men vainly expect^ good men 
find, if God sees it to be good for them. Should the 
wicked prosper in their pursuits, their yjj is mingled 
with the racks of a tormenting consciousness of guilt, 
and the apprehensions oi a speedy period to the plea- 
sures of sin. If good men are disappointed in their 
expectations and wishes as to this world, they have the 
eonsolation of knowing tiiiat Uiey have manmons of 
blessedness prepared for them in Christ's jQither's houses 
and that their substance is the better and endurnig^ 
substance, laid up for them in heaven. Although- the 
Old Testament dispensation of grace abounded in pro« 
mises of earthly blessings, yet iQany of the ancient 
saints met with innumerable crosses and afflictions. 
They were obliged to dwell in dens and caves of the 
earth ; they were destitute, afflicted, t(N*mented, and still 
they believed that God was faithful to his word, al- 
though outward events contradicted it ; or if at an j 

• Jtb xz. 19, 20. Jer. xzii. 13, 14. Job v. 21. f Chap. i. 
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titne^ doubts of God's faithfulness and goodness arose 
in their minds^ they resisted the abominable thoughts 
to derbgatory to the Most High, and called themselves 
brutes and idiots before God •. How inexcusable then 
ihnst it be for us, who live in the sunshine of the Gos- 
pel, to give place to blasphemous doubts of the provi- 
^idence of God, and the truth of his word, when God 
does not think fit to give splendid palaces and fine fur- 
niture to his people ? The promises respecting this life, 
Mong to godliness under the new testament as well 
as the old ; but they are to be understood in a consis- 
tency with the nobler promises that respect spiritual 
blessings, and the happy influence which crosses of dif- 
ffei^nt kinds have in the accdtnplishment of these pro- 
xhises. When God appoints poverty and losses to the 
wise, and bereaves them of the native fruits of their 
honest labours and temperate course of life, he is not 
breaking but fulfilling his word. And the most afflict- 
ed smnts win find reason to say in the end of their 
course, " we know that all thy judgments are right- 
•^cms, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted us." 

Strength is reckoned an useful and necessary quality, 
fbr acquiring or maintaim'ng any valuable property. 
Now, 

Vtr. 5. A fvise man is strong, yea, a man of know* 
lyige increaselh strength. 

Health and vigour of body are not inseparable from 
^i^t temperance and labdur which religion requires ; 
l)ttt they ordinarily accompany these virtues t. Reli<. 
gion is at any r&te fitted to give us strength, and ani-^ 
mate us with courage, because it directs us to depend 
on the arm of the Almighty, and to be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power uf his might. If political and 
xnflitary wisdom supply the place of strength, the wis- 



* Pgalm Ixxiii* f ^^^p. iii. 

12 



y Google 



196 EXPOSITION OP THE [jCHAP. MClVi 

dom which: is from above^ has incomparably greater 
efficacy. Many have been animated and emboMencd: 
by it, to encounter giants, and m^hty armies, and have 
turned to flight, and utterly destroyed the most dreadii 
f ul adversaries, combined in countless inultitudes i^gaiiist 
them*. 

Wisdom teaches us not only to trust in God, but to 
take advantage of that wisdom which God has granted 
to other men, not merely for their own benefit, bitt to 
render them useful to others who have the meekncai 
and humili^ of wisdom to consult with 4hem. 

Ver. 6. For hy jvue caumel than shall make iky mar^ 
and in multitude qfcounsellart there ii safety. 

Wars are too often necessary by the covetousnesft 
and ambition of men ; and those that have most of the 
meekness of wisdom, are sometimes draf!^^ into them, 
and then wisdom is found to be of far greater ¥akie 
than strength, or weapons of war. A multitude of wise 
counsellors axe &r more useful to a nation engaged in 
it, than a great number of valiant soldiers. 

The wisdom of statesmen and generals is of great u»_ 
in its proper sphere, but the wisdcnn of saints is oif-m^ 
comparably greater use in fighting for the cause of libetty 
and religion. In the wars of Israel, pie^ was comnumly 
attended with success, for those that knew tbeir G«d 
were strong and did exploits ; and if the wisdom oi one 
poor man could deliver a dty besieged by a pometM. 
king, what may not be expected firom the combined 
wisdom of many ? But useful as wisdom is, ihisrt are 
some men so egregiously foolish that they cannot at* 
tain this quality. 

Ver. 7. Wisdom is too high for a fool, heopeneth noi 
his mouth in the gate. 

?n\m czvHI. Josh. 1* 
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- A fod sees not the excellency of wisdom. Although 
iie may value the reputation of it, yet he wants eyes 
to be^d the real glory of wisdom ; or if he has any 
'^nse of its value, yet he cannot bring his mind to that 
degree of care, and diligence, and self-denial, which is 
necessary to obtain the knowledge q£ it, far less can he 
vesist the imperious tyranny of his passions, to put his 
feoal under the government (^wisdom; and therefore 
he continues a fool under all the means of wisdom that 
ace used with him. A price ta get wisdom is of no use 
but to render his folly more inexcutoble ; for he has no 
heart to it, but is deeply in love with his folly, and 
must bear the shame and misery to which it exposies 
faim. 

^ But if wisdom be too high for a fool, how can he be 
Uamed for not getting wisdom ? Because the fault is 
not in wisdtmi, nor in the means q£ it, which God ha$ 
given; us, but in the fool himself. Wisdom speaks to 
m^ in plain language ; and we have no occasion to say, 
*' who shall ascend into heaven to bring her down from 
«bove V But fools have corrupt minds, and perverse 
hctfurts, and refuse to hear the voice of wisdom, or to r6« 
cdve the instructions of wisdom into their hearts^ 
. A &oL, through his incapacity of getting wisdom, is 
imfit for speaking in the gate, the place of concourse 
md of judgment. He is either made dumb by his con- 
^misness of having nothing to say that deserves to be 
heard, or if his self conceit open his lips, he betrays his 
felSiy hy spefiking more effectually than others do by 
their silence. 

That the wisdom which is the gift of nature and 
learning is necessary to qualify men for public offices 
is universally allowed ; and that wisdom which is the 
gift of the Spirit, is likewise highly requisite, if not^ 
absolutely necessary. Jethro would have none to be 

IS 
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rulers in Israel that did not £ear God and hate omt- 
ousness ; for the fear of God is the most effectual pie- 
servative i^^ainstall those temptations thatattend^wer 
and high offices. 

Ver. 8. He thai deviseth to do evil, shall be called a 
mischievous person. 

That tree is rotten which is broken by a gentle gal^ 

of windy and the man has a rotten heart, who sins up* 

~on a slight temptation ; but words are insufficient tQ 

express the malignity of that man's hearty who i;ieed| 

I no temptation from the devil at alX^ bat contrives and 

I plots sin in his own mind, spending his thoughts abouf 

I iniquity when he is lying on his bed;, or sitting in hif 

house^ and searching out the most dextrous and effec- 

( tual methods of gratifying his own depraved mind, and 

, doing mischief to others. To be driven or dn^wn t<^ 

sin is a bad things but to draw iniquity with cosda <^ 

vanity, and to sin« as it were, with a cart rppe, is heUish« 

The person who does so shall be loaded with m&kf 

toy. He may think himself a man of genius and vis« 

dom. He may acquire to himself an honourable nam« 

among fools ; but the God from whose sentence, pro? 

motion or in£uny comes, calls him a master of mischief 

and by this vile title he shall be known amongst all 

that are wise. He xiiay be really a man of gaiius ai)4 

learning, but all his talents, natural and acquired, fx>o* - 

cur to sink him so much the deeper in the gulph of 

disgrace. All his honour shall consist in his being nol 

a private soldier, but a leader in the bands of helL And 

in this dignity he shall share with Balaam, the son of 

Beor, who taught Balak to seduce the Israelites ; with 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin; 

with Jezebel, the wife and tutor of the most in£imoua 

of the kings of Israel ; and with Beelisebub, the prin^ 

of devils 
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Ver. 9. The thought of fooUshnest it tin, Und the 
icorner is an abomination to men. 

It i^ too general a notion that thoaghts are of little 
consequence, and that words and actions only expose 
xmm to danger of punishment from God ; but we are 
to remember^ that there is an infinite distance between 
th6 judges of this world and the Judge of ail. Earthly 
judges cannot penetrate into ^e hearts of men, asod 
have no business with their secret thoughts ; biA it 
is the glory of the universal Judge, that He is the 
sovereign and searcher of spirits. He requires from 
us truth in our inward parts'; and when he comes to 
Judge the world, aD i^e churches shall know that he 
searches the hearts, and tries the reins of the children 
of men. If we study to shew ourselves approved unto 
Mm, we must not only cleanse our hands, but likewise 
purify our hearts ; for £>dish and sinfbl thou^ts are 
Contrary to his law, and abominable in his sight He 
bfe&dlds with detestation all the impure workings of 
Che mmd, in wicked contrivances, in impious reason- 
iiftgs, in vain and foolish musings ; and when he bestows 
ijle grace of his l^irit upon any man, he makes him tb 
hate vain thoughts, as well as wicked actions *. 

"If die iJioughts of foolishness are siniful, bow sinful 
are scornful words. There is much more sin in the 
ihoughts of bad men, than in their lips or lives, but 
when tiie lips are employed to express a sovereign 
contempt of all good admonitions, it is an evidence 
£hat the heart is desperately corrupt, and that thoughts 
(riT foolishness abound and overflow. The thoughts of 
fbblishness are abominable only to Him that sees the 
heart, but the scomer is an abominatiori to men also. 
And if he is abominable even to tliose that have so 
much impurity of their own, how detestable must he 

Ps. pnx. 1)3. Gen. vi. 5. Ecciei.«ii..}4. 
14 
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! be to Him that sees moFe evil in the least sin thm ure 
• can discern in the greatest ? 

How long, ye scomers^ will je delight in your 8a»*n« 
ing? You are sa miserably polluted witii the defilentettta 
of sin, that your feliew sinners cannot bear with you ; 
and how then will the Most Holy God suffer yoa to 
^escape unpunished? Sit no longer in the seat dthe 
Boamer, but humble yourselves in the sight of die hetd, 
lest your bands be made strong. 

Ver. 10* If thou Joint in Che day of adversity, ihf 
strength is small. 

If we sink into despondency, and think that our hap- 
piness is for ever lost, because God has been pleased 
to afflict us with some grievcms a^amily, it is plain 
that our strength and courage is but smalL Wbeie is 
the vigour of our &ith, if we cannot believe that there 
is help for us in God ? A lively faith in the God of 
Jacob as our refiige and our strength, would mdse us 
to stand firm and unshaken, aldiough tJie mountains 
were removed, and the earth shaken, and overwhehiMSd 
by the spelling waves of the sea. It would milf e «8 
to rejoice in the Lord, when every tfain^ kfoks <AHiaty 
around us*. 

If we £unt in our Christian course, and use unlawftil 
means of escape when dangers surround tts> it fa a 
sign that our strength is almost nothing. The chuitii 
t>f Philadelphia had a little str^gth, and she held Aist 
the name of Christ, and did not deny his faitli* ^te^^s 
strength was so far lost, when he denied his master's 
' name, that he needed in some sense a new convei'- 
sion. i* 

As gold is tried in the fire, so our strength is tned 
in the furnace of affliction ; and surely when metiite 
tried, it is their interest and honour \o see that they 

* Ps. slvi. Ha^ iii. 17, 18. Rom. Tiii 18. 8 Cor. iv. li-.18. 
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eorae forth as goldy and not as reprobate silver. Trials ' 
are neoessaiy for as^ and appointed to us, and the 
tines of trial are critical seasons ; and therefore we 
m^^ to be prepared for them^ that the trial of our 
faith may be found unto praise^ and honour^ and 
glory. 

• ' But how shall we be furnished with strength to 
stand in the evil day ? Paul gives us necessary, direc- 
tions for this purpose*/ Christ is the author of all 
grace. Faith and htupe, and patience^ are fruits of his 
Spirit ; and we must not only receive those militant 

. graces out of fulness^ but depend on his power to main« 
tain them in our souls ; and then neither persecution, 
nor distress^ nor any thing else shall be able to over- 
throw our souls, <Hr destroy our comfort t. 

Ver. 11. j[r Mo» Jarbear to deliver tkem thai are 
drarvm ufUo death, and those that are ready to be 

.. Ver. 12. If thou tayest, behold we knew it not : Doth 
not he that pondereth the heart consider it ? And he that 
keepe^ thy soul, doth not he know it ? and shad not he ^ 
render to every man according to his works f 

We are required by God to love not in word or pro- 

feuioxi, but in truth and in deed, taking every proper 

. ofprportunity to shew our love in its proper fruits. One 

{of these is recommended in this text, which enjoins us 

$0^ appear ia the defence of those who are nnjustly 

.itoomed to destruction. Christ laid down his life for 

'U8f and we ought also to lay down our lives for the 

brediren, and to risk every thing dear to us, in the 

cause of righteousness. By the same law of charity, 

we are required to interest ourselves in the cause of 

those who suffer any injurious treatment, and to do it 

..without hesitation or delay. We must not be sladc to 

^ Kphr vi. 10—18. t 2 Cor. lii. 7. 
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afford relief to Qur enemy's oxen or asses^ if they ,axe 
&llen into a pit« far less may we defer the giving of 
needful relief to our distressed brethren* 

The wise man represents this piece of charity as a, 
duty which we owe to our neighbours without excep* 
tion ; and with him agrees our Lord in the parable of 
the good Samaritan. We are not the dLsciples Qf Sdo« . 
mon or of Christ;, if we shew love to those only who 
are nearly related ta us, or wjio are of the same religi« 
ous profession with ourselves. 

The wise man knew that this is a duty against which 
we are too ready to muster up exceptions, because the 
performance of it may expose us to trouble or danger ; 
bnt he answers every exception that can be made to it^ 
in few words, but with strcHig and convincing argu*. 
ments. We cannot pretend that it is not our duty to 
relieve the oppressed, as £kr as our power extends ; but,, 
as the priest that passed by the wounded man, kept at ' 
a distance^ that he might not behold that object of com- 
passion, so we are too ready to allege that we knew not . 
the peril in which our neighbour was involvedt or did 
not know that he was. an innocent man, that did not 
deserve such treatment If this be strictly true^ and if 
our ignorance was not voluntary and affected, the ex« 
cuse is good ; but it is to ^e remembered, that no ex- 
cuses for the neglect of duty ought to be sustained by 
our own minds that will not be sustained by Gpd ouT; 
judge. Excuses may serve to blind the eyes of n^ 
who are short-sighted,, and who are obliged to judg^. 
on the charitable side in a doubtful case; but Gpdis 
greater than men,^ and knovireth all things, and.wiji, 
not be imposed upon by any £alse pretence. 

God pondereth our hearts, and knows with certain- 
ty how far we act from a careless and selfish spm%, 
when we neglect the offices of charity to the distressed. 
In weighing the spurits of men, the wapit of charity 
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/ alone senres to tiini the balance; and the omissions of 
charity, which are known by God to spring fVom the 

I want of that necessary Tirtue, exclude men from the 

i kingdom of heaven *. 

God is the keq)er of our souls^ and therefore we 
n^ed not be afi^d to risk our lives in obedience to his 

I wHl. We cannot subsist one moment without his kind' 
provid^ice, and why should we scruple to risk every 
thin^ dear to us in the service of Him in whom we 
live, move^ and have our being ? We are always safb in 
the way rf duty, we are never safe in neglect of it. 
For safety cometh from the Lord our judge and law- 
giver ; and if our lives are exposed in his service, he can ^ 
easily preserve them, or compensate the loss, if he suf- 
fers "diem to be taken from us. But if we preserve' 
them by declining our duty, we expose them to more 
dreadful dangers than deatSi. 

*God renders unto every man acccnrding to bis works. 
H^ will not forget tbe works of faith and the labours 
c^love, and he will never suffer any man to be a loser 
by them. The greatest gains in the world, are the loss- ;f 
e$ suffered for the sake of a good conscience ; and \ 
the greatest losses are the gains of sin. H we neglect i* 
diftty from the prospect of safety or advantage, the 
honodr of God is engaged, ta convince u»by experi- 
efiee» that no profit is ta be found in disobeying his^ j 
wtlf. Queen Esther could not have reasonably expect^* 
ed 'to secure herself, even in the house of her imperial 
htid)and, from the vengeance of God, if she had ne* 
gteeted to exert all her infhience at the peril of her 
life/ fer the ddiverance of the Jews, wJben. Haman\ 
was pursuing them with deadly hatred t; ' 

Tfaeiw truths are so plain, and so decisive m the pre-»- 
setti case, that Uie wise man propounds them in the^ 

16, . .<"•■'->•••■ 
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form of queadons^ and lesves it to the conscieiioes cf 
men to return answers to themselves. A lively uapte^ 
sion of our absolate dependanoe upon God, and a«r 
accountableness to him^ would answer millions of ob« 
je^tions againrt the hardest duties. 

If we must not forbear to succour those whose lives 
are exposed to danger, it must be the extreme of wid^« 
edness to suffer immortal souls to perish, when our 
persuasions and instructions may be a mean of pre^ 
venting it. It is indeed still worse by bad example or 
corrupt doctrine, to destroy the souls that must be hap* 
py^ or miserable through endless ages. 

Ver. 13. Ml/ son eat thou hone^, because it is goedf 
end the honey comb, which is stveet to thy taste. 

Vex. 14. So shall the knotsledge qf wisdom be umio 
thy soul: when thou haU found it, then there shall be m 
reward, and thy expectation shall not he cut off. 

God, in his great goodness, has provided fiMr-our 
delight as well as our subsistence, and has given us 
leave to use honey, because it is sweet to the taste, as 
well as bread to strengthen our bodies. How graad is 
his goodness, and how great is hia beauty f Bulhivw 
great is our ingratitude, if we serve him not with gkd^ 
ness, amidst the abundance of our eojoyments ? 

All men relish those things that are sweet to the 
palate, but there are many that have no spiritual taste 
to relish those things that are sweet to the purified 
soul. Had we senses spiritually exercised* we would 
readily confess, that honey, and milk, and wine, ase 
tasteless, when ihey are compared with that knowledge 
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, which makes^s 
wise unto salvation. Honey is sweet to the mouth, 
but the knowledge <^ wisdom is sweet to the soul. The 
sweetness of hmiey lasts for a moment, but the sweet* 
ness of wisdimi is everlasting. Himey. soon satiates, 
and when it it taken m too hrge a ^ptantity it is bi^ 
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{ ter in the bdly^ and hartful to the constitution ; but 
wisdom is the joy and happiness^ the health and vi- 
' gonr of the soul. 

i There is pleasure in the knowledge^ and pleasure in 

i the practice of wisdom/ As soon as we become wise^ 
we taste exquisite satisfactions, of which we could not 

; ftfrmerly firame an idea to ourselves^ any more than a 
ifttHTthat wants the sense of taste^ could form a concep- 
tion of the sweetness of honey. The sweetness of it is 
experienced more fully in our religious progress^ and 

I most of all at the end of our course. There shall be a 
gracious and abundant reward unto the wise man, for 

: jGod has promised it ; and the hopes that are founded 

upon the word oi God can never mtke u*s ashamed. 

. "[Hie wise shall shine like the brightness of the firma- 

\ wamkt, and shall enjoy eelestial delights in the presence 

/ of hkn with whom is the fountain of fife. 
' Let^Christians hope to the end^ ior the grace that shall 

\ be brought to them at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
fierhaps they may be brought into very trying situa- 
tioB8> jmd the tempter will persuade them to say^ our 
bepe Is lost, and we are cut off for oar part BuA the devil 
ift not to be b^eved at any ^(ne, especially when his sug- 
gestions are so mamfestly contrary to the w«rd of the 
Uiing God| wfaa says, thore shall be a reward, and thine 
e^pectatioa dbaU not be cut off. The living hope of 

/ tbe^^iovy that is |o be revealed to us, will sweeten every 
hitter thing dttt we meet with in the pursuit atid prac- 
tice of wisdom ; for when the Christian s^dier is sure of 
victory and white robes, and of admission te the new 
ienualem, and the tree of life^ the toils and dangers of 

\ the fi^ of batjde are turned into gladness. 

. Ver. 15. Lag noi wait, O tvicked man^ against the 
dwM»§ ^ tkfi righiemu ; spml not ki» resting plaae* ^ 
t Ver. 16. Far ajust^ mamfall^k sevenHmes^ and riseth 
^ again; but the tpickei ^UfaU inta tnisekief. 
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The people <^ God have many enemies : Tbeprin* 
cipalities and powers of hell ky wait for their soub; and 
there are men so desperately wicked, that they ^Hl not 
scrui^ to lay wait for their lives or properties. Chris* 
tians may entertain assured hopes of the eternal rest; but 
) if they expeet an uninterrupted rest in this wm-ld, the^r 
I will fhid themselves mistaken* They have, nevertbe^ 
less, a ground for strong consolation under every' at- 
tack, and everyinstance of success in their enemies. Th^ 
must not expect exemptioiu but they may firmly hope 
for ddiverance from the cross. They may fall, but tfaejr 
diull not be utterly cast down; for strong is the Lord 
God that helpeth them. 

It is vain for sinners to hope that they shall be M» 

to do any real mischief to the righteous. They may 

I flatter ^lemwlves with the hcf)es of suecess in their uqm 

/ righteous designs : they see tiie righteous fall befoi» 

I them, and pursuade themselvesthatthey diall not beabte 

to arise; but the God who maintains their cause, vaSam 

\ them to fall^ into trouble to try and refine dienr, and 

when he has accomplished his work upon them, wQ^ 

raise them up with venewed vigour, and take a newre 

vengeance upon their enefliHes. When they fight against 

God's pec^le, they fight i^nst God himself; and idre 

they stronger than he, firom whmn they receive the little 

strength they have ? He is a w'ali of fire round abotit 

his people, and their enemies are like stubble, fyiy dry^ 

or like dioms folded together. 

Be not afraid, ye righteous, of the strength or ettnu 

ning of you^ adversaries ; and believe not those temp^ 

ters, who tell you that there is no help for you in God; 

I Be not dismayed at their success, nor let your lUls ihto^ 

calamity damp your hopes. You ttre taught by Solo* 

! mon and Micah, to trium^ even when you are deS^»i 

I ed, because your losses will end in victory, and the vic« 

i tories of your enemies in ruin. '^ Rejoice not against 
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/ me, O mine enemy, though I faM, I shall arise, though 
I I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
1 n»,&cr' 

Perhaps you will say, had I fallen only once, I would j* ; ' ' J 
; not be much afraid; but I have often fallen before the / , . / 
I enony, and one day I must perish. But hear what Goci 
[ says :— >The righteous man falls not once or twice, but 
\ many times, and still he rises. Your experience of for- 
I mer deliverances should encourage your hopes of new 
deliverances, for the salvations of the Lord are nevei 
exhausted. In six troubles he will deliver, and in se- 
ven there shall no evil touch you. 

Woe to the wicked, and to the enemies of the righ- 
teous, they AaH &lI1 never to arise. They shall fall in- 
to misery. They shall fall into the grave. They shall 
fill into the lake of fire, frojn whence there is no return* 
ing* They have a load of sins and curses upon them 
heavier dum mountains of lead ; and when they begin 
to fidil^ they shall, like Haman, utterly perish. Baby- 
km intended to destroy Zion, but Zion was purified and 
redeemed; whilst the vengeance of Zion and of Zion's 
Redeemer, sunk Babylon into irrecoverable perdition,. 
afl^a.millst<me is sunk in the mighty waters. 

Ver. 17* Rgoice not when thine enemy falhth, and lii 
nol iMne heart he glad when he Uumbleth / 

Ver. 18. Lesi the Lord see il, and it displease him^ and 
he tarn away his wrath from him. 

He that is glad at calamities, shall not be unpunish^ 
edy. says Solomon in another place. But may we not be 
gli^ at the calamities of our enemies \ By no means* 
It would be unlawful and inhuman. We must not be 
' gUdat the calamity of our enemy's ass, but help it out 
of a ditch if it has fallen into one. It is very opposite 
to the spurit of Christianity to rejoice at the misfortunes^ 

;;< f Mic^ Tit 8*81,10. 
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of our Enemies. Our bkssed Saviour prayed for his ene- 
mies^ and commands us to pray for our enemies. If we 
neglect prayer for thern^ we neglect a plain and posi- 
tive duty, enforced by the noblest example. If we pray 
fpr them, and yet rejoice when they fall, or even when 
they stumble, and are in danger of falling, we are gross 
hypocrites. If we have the hearts of monsters, and riot 
I of men, why do we pretend to be Christians ? 

But does not Solomon say, elsewhere, when the wic- 
ked perish there is shouting? And are we not fre- 
quently told^ that the righteous are glad at the ven- 
geance executed upon the wicked ? This is true ; but 
they do not rejoice, on such occasions, from a vmdic- 
I tive or selfish spirit. They rejoice that X3od is glorifi- 
' ed, that wickedness lis suppressed, and the people of 
God delivered from oppression. Such was the joy of 
Moses and the children of Israel, when Pharaoh was 
\ drowned in the Red Sea. Of this kind shall be the joy 
; 4)f the church of Christ in the day of Antidirist's des- 
' truction*. But to rejoice because mischief has befallen 
our fellow men, or because we expect some advantage 
fi-om the misery of our enemies, is to behave like hea- 
jthens or devils, and not like Christ, or his saints. We 
must stiH remember that the ey^ of God is upon us, he 
observes all the movements of our spirits, and the work- 
ings of our passions. He is well pleased when we look 
with a pitying and geneftus eye upon the sins and mi- 
series of our worst enemies; but looks with displeasure 
on those selfish souls that rejoice at the calamities of 
those that hate them. An unforgiving and revenge- 
ful spirit, in those that need so much forgiveness from 
God, must be very provoking to him. 

Our joy at the fall of our enemies cannot procure 
their reconciliation to God, but it may kindle G6d*l 

* fix. zv« Bcv. ziii. 
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di^jf^easure against us. H6 may suspend the present 
execution of judgment against them» and transfer it to 
ourselves ; for if they wronged us, and exposed them- 
selves to punishment, we have wronged God and them, 
and l^ve exposed ourselves^ in no less a degree, to pu- 
nishment. If we rejoice at the fall or danger of our ene- 
mic8» we ourselves have fallen into a greater evil^ for 
sin has mare evil in it than affliction^ and brings afflic- 
tion along with it. The whole book of Obadiah seems 
to be written to show the miseries which men bring up- 
on themselve8> by triumphing in the ruin of their ene- 
mies ; and many chapters of the Bible insist on the same 
necessary subject*. 

If this sin was so dangerous under the dispensation 
of Moses^ how is it possible that those should escape 
punidiment who are guilty of it under the Christian 
' dispensation^ when the law of love to all men (ene- 
mies not excepted) is so wonderfully enforced, that it 
is called, by Christ, his new commandment, although 
it is the old commandment, whidi we had from the be- 
ginning? 

Ver. 19. Freliiot thysfslf because of evil men, neither 
he thou envious at the tvioked. 

It seems that wicked men were often prosperous, 
even under the law, and that there is a strong disposi- 
tion in men to make a bad use of the wise and good 
Providence of God, in sometimes allotting prosperity 
to the widced, otherwise Solomon would not have so 
frequently cautioned us against indulging this pro-> 
pensity. He had guarded us against this sin by telling 
us of the future happiness of the righteous, and of the 
cursed disposition of the wicked. He now gives us 
another motive to quietness and composure under 
this strange providence of the universal sovereignt* 

* Etek. xzT. 35. t Chi^ xxiii. 17, ;i8. zxiv. 1, 9. 
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Ver. 20. For there shall he no reward ioiheefM inan, 
the candle of the wicked shall be put out. 

What avails a happiness (if it can be called by that 
name^) which continues only threese(»e and ten years^ 
when the person that enjoyed it must CMKtiane for mil* 
lions of ages ? Will it be any comfort to the wid^ed in 
another worlds to reflect that they enjoyed their gabi: 
things in this world i Heaven is despiised by the widced 
at present^ for they arestujufied by their eartUyrajoy« 
ments ; but it is not despised by the damned in hdl. 
They know^ to their sorrow^ the immense vahie oT the 
heavenly inheritance^ and weep> and gnash their teethy 
and melt away with envy, at that celestial happlnen^- 
from which they find themselves for evcrex^ded^ and 
separated by a gul^h that cannot be passed. There i9 
no merciful reward, but there is a reward of justice and 
vengeance to evil men. They are shut out fronttbe 
celestial city^ and have their ev^lastmg abode in those 
I r^ions where rest and peace and hope never come. A 
1 perpetuity of bliss is bliss; and those immortal souls ^# 
; have no title to it, are the objects not of envy but of 
\ pity. When a prosperous transgresscur is pining away^ 
under a loathsome and nMNtal distemper^ we don't 
reckon him worthy of our envy, although he dtngs out 
his days in a magnificent palace^ surrounded vith plea«^ 
sures which he cannot taste^ and to which he must soon 
bid i^ewell ; and if we viewed things in the light oT 
the word of God, we should not grudge at his prospetw 
; i^, when he enjoys the most peHect health, for even 
[ then his soul is pining away to death, and his prosper^ 
: ity is precarious and transient The joys of the just 
are permanent and increasing, like die light <^the sun, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day |v 
but the prosperity of the wicked, is Uke the Hgfat of a 
candle : if you leave it to itself it willsoon consume away ; 
but it may very probably be extinguished befbre it 
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has time to bum to the socket. I^iall tlniae who re« 
joice in the light oi day, grudge the happiaess of those 
who dwell in n dungecniy enjoying only tbe light of one 
t^er which must soon expire, and leave them buried 
in pf rp^toal night. 

Ver. 21, M^ torn, fear ikou the LQrd and ih$ Idng, 
md nuddle not wiih them that are given to change. 

Ver. 22. For their oaiamity shall rise suddeady ; and 
$vho knomelh the rum ofihem both ? 

To fear God is a duty so necessary, that there can 
be no reUgioD without it The exceli^u^ea and works 
of God> the £urours we have received from him, the re- 
lataoas we stand in to him, the account we must give 
to.him, and our ahsdlute dependence upon him, loudly 
cs/1 upon ua to fear him. He is so much to be feared^ 
tii^the Fear of Isaac is one of the names given to him 
by Jacob ; and the wise preacher teUs us, that to fiear 
Cod and ke^ his commandments is the whole of man^ 

Tothe fear of God> mxst be joined reverence to the 
king,, for God's sake; for by him kings reign^ and they 
ace bm ministers for our protection from enemies and 
wicked menj and fyt promoting virtue and s up pressing 
wiykednesB^ God ima eoaf«ared dignity and power 
u|^on them, and they are ^otitled to honour for the sake 
, of their office and work. 

Yet we must not carry this reverence of rc^l digai^ 
ti> a degree of adoration. We must l>e subject to every 
mrdinauoe of man for the Lord's sake, but to the Lord 
for his own sake, because absolute dominion belongs 
tahim. Although kings are called gods, yet tiiey shaU 
die like men ; imd when their conuasandments dash 
with the authority of God, they are worthy of no re. 
gafdi and our safety lies in fearing him that has power 
tQ kill both soul and body, and to cast both into hell* 
fira* if tbe wrath-of a king is like the roaring of a 
Uon^ the wrath of God is infinitely more to he dreaded. 
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If we wocdd preserve our teligion and hftitf, we 
must not meddle wiik du»e who are fond <^ ehat^es 
either in religion or goyemment^ for *' fevil comtaittiii- 
cations corrupt good maimers." The people of Isrii^ 
when they mingled with the naticms^ learned of them 
their ways, and changed their glory for diat whidk ^dM 
not profit; and they were so fond of being Kke "di^ 
neighbours} that they rejected the Lord from beingldi^ 
over diem/ and desired rather to have a royal lyrant 
like the othernadons. Whoi Absidom rdbelkd agttntft 
lus father, ina»y fdlowed him indie simpfichy <^didr 
hearts. 

The scriptinre does not require us to be Subjeet^to 
tyrants; but sinj^e acts of maladministration^ will' ndt 
justify men in castii^ off the ydce of govemmeilt. In 
most cases* it is our duty and wisdom to be quiet and 
peaceable subjects, to those wh^ hnvt the poiBsessiini 'cC 
Ibe throne jpwnted them by divine providence, and 
to say with more sincerity than Hushai the itok^ 
'' whom the Lord and this people dioose, his W^ Ibtf/ 
and with him wiM I alude." ^ 

Impiety and disloyalty are great and ^ngerous Sftis. 
Kii^ are terrible enemies; and God is infinitely mor^ 
dreadiul^.and he i» the avoiger, not only of inside 
against himself, but of indignities and iiijtiries to tliosef 
powto that are ordained by him. How manywet^ 
destroyed in the gainsaying of K<mib, and in the rebels 
Ibn of Absalom? Who knows what ruin awaits dMl^^ 
who are guilty rf rebeUimi, which is as thesin c^ w^ch*^ 
craft; or how suddenly, the tempest of vengeance n&a^ 
hurl thosemen into perdkion, who fear ribt God, i^ do 
not reverence those who are authorized by him to ttd-' 
minist^ justice among men. The apostle Paul ependu 
a large part o£ a chapter in Viewing the sin wad dan- 
ger of those who do not submit to the higher poWers. 

How m]sma>le sh^U diey be, who refuse subjection 
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to that great king whom God has placed on the ^faatoae- 
of jfraee^ and to whom he hath given a rod of irmi, to 
cmsh those rebels that atten^t to break his bandsy and 
cast away his oofds ? The prinoea and juc^pes of the 
ewtit mast serve him, as well as the meanest of ibait 
mikjects, Kki his enemies diall lick the dust " JUess* 
ei are all they that put their trust in him, and obey 



Ver. SS. These ihmge alio belong to the mite. U is 
mi good iohave respect io persons ofjudgmenL 

^ Fnnoes ttsnilly bive a sufficient sense of those duties 
which their subjects 6we them ; and they would gener« 
idly find the^ duties better perfomeci, if diey had a 
{HPoper sensed their own duties. Theprecepts^of wis* 
dom are biiidtng on them, as well as <m poor men> and 
tho dominion oi God extends alike to the prince and 
to.thepeaslmt. 

. All the preospts already ddivered are precepts of 
vriiAoDEi, and those which £dlow were likewise dictated 
by, the fitfher of li§^ to die wisest of men ; and the 
best |HX>of we can give of our wisdom, is to observe them. 
They are fools that will not hear the v<Hce of wisdom, 
or look upon any of heir precepts as superfluous. We 
ngtay more reasonably complain of too nmdi money in 
our purses, or too many clothes in omr dosets, than^ 
too many precepts of wisdom in the book of God. 

'We have no reason to complain that God is strict in 
requiring our dbedicaice to rulers. He is no less strict 
iu requiring rul«rs to govern justly, and to make their 
subjects hai^y. In this vtme, he commands them to 
do^ justice*and ju^ment, like David, to all their people. 
Whatever ^tvours they may confer on particular per- 
spnsy^ tiiey must be impartial in judgment. They must 
not acG^ the ridi ubA great, nor their own favourites. 



m Psalm ij. 
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nar even t pooror m r^teous man in fait cause. To 
aoteptthe penon of anj man is not good, butrery 
y0i^ed, El&u dnrat not accept the person of Job/ id^ 
thocgh be-was tiie beat man on Ae £Me of the eaitb, 
urban be ga^e his judgment aboait the cause which be 
hmi. debated ivith his fi'iends. Ahhough absoUite do« 
minimi beloi^ to God, and be (fiqpenses Ins faVou^ 
according to his sovereign pleasure ; yet in jadgmebt 
h6 seqMicts not his own ikvotiriies. When he deter« 
mined by h» providence ihe cause between his beloved 
sarvailt Dtfvidy and Sadi whom be bad rejected, he 
examined Darid, and proved him by n^jbt, and fy&etd 
nolhingf judging bim according to Ids rigbteonsnesa, 
and not aeccHrding to the q^ectidfetmuf he ted to him. 
And wheal the same good mssi bad dealt inJuHou^ 
with Uria^ he was punislted befaie all-l8i»d> and bo* 
foe the ^un. In like manner^ when the GflMOlstiea 
ware treated with abnse and cruelty by the king of fa- 
rad, in zeal to God's favoured pec^le, God gave ^&M 
satisftiction to the Gibeonites. Kings and judges are 
hoBo«irad wilti liie name of gods on eahh^ and lliey 
oughl to imitate the justice of Godinall thdradfili- 
nistratioMu 

But may not orittiinals be sufimd to escape by* 
maroifbl pervesskm of the law, ahhough the t%hteoWi 
must not be wronged ? No : 

Ver. d4. HeOal iokhiotke wkhed, thou aH rigkl* 
€9us, hm MhaU ihe people curse, ntttwne skaU abhor Mm: 

Ver. d5. But to them thmt reMte hm ahaU he d^ht; 
and a good bkuimg shmll cmmupan ihem. 

He that justiEeth the wicked is an abomination ter 
the L4»d ; and his iniquity is attended with stidi mis- 
duevous consequences^ that he is an sdiominadOn ^ 
men alsoi and provokes against himseV the exedtt^dha 
of wlude nations. If robbers and murderers esoqpe un« 
punished, how can any man think himself sure of his 
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Itft or prc^rty^ wh^i public enoouragemeiit is so eru 
dently given to the pests of human society ? Mercy is 
to be shewed to bad men^ as &r as it consists wi^ eqai<A 
ty^. and the public good^ but when it is carried ftrther 
it becomes cruelty to millioDS. 

The curse causeless need not be dreaded, but llie 
curse deserved is dreadfuL It is sinful to curse men 
from the impulse of ungovemed passimis ; but those 
curses that are sinfully uttered, or wished 1^ men, are 
pftem righteously executed by God ; and thmfore it ii 
dangerous for us by our bad conduct, to tempt mmt l# 
cucse us in the bitterness of their spirits, 
.. But those magistrates who fiuthfully execute dieir 
trust, shall ha^e much pleasure from the testimony ef 
their own hearts, and firom the happy effects of ^eh* 
£utb&l and impartial administraticms. They shall 
haive the blessings of those who live under Aetr govern** 
mmt, and the U&ssings of men, wh^ Ihey are well 
eamed, are ratified by God *• Job lodced up<m it aa 
011^ part of his happiness, that he enjoyed the blessinge 
of those that were rca^ to perish, and of every eye 
that saw him. 

We may safely ride the abfa<»irenoe of all mank^d, 
and demise their favour^ when our duty requires us ; 
lor if we aedc to please men at the expence of sinful 
compliances, we are not the servants of Christ But 
as far as w6 are allowed by the law of God, it is our 
duty to practise those things that are of good report, 
living unblameably and usefully in our respective 
staticms, that we may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. 

How important is the behaviour of men in elevated 
stations. Thousands or millions of men are losers or 
gainers by it, and applaud or abhor those who rule over 

• Dtut xziv. IS. 
5 
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them. Kings and magistrates have mudi need of cmr 
prayer^ that they may receive^wisdom from God. We 
who are in inferior stations^ have likewise our centracted 
sphere ^ infliienoe^ and ought to conoder how mudi 
others are affected by our bdiaviour. Let us endeavour to 
deserve at least their blessings^andto ay<nd every thing 
that may justly incur their diqdeasure^ cxr hivt their 
interests. ' . 

< If it is <^ so much consequence to the public^ that 
im^istrates should punidi ibe wicked i aiid if they would 
incur universal hatred by the neglect of this part of 
.dieir duty, shall we deny to the sovece^ Ruler of the 
world> that praise to wlddi he is entitledfor his acts of 
just vengeance ? He is glorious in his administratiaos 
of justice as. well as mercy. Who would not ^mt him 
and glorify his name, for he obAj is holy, for his judg« 
ments are made manifest? If he did not punidli the 
wickedf we would have reaMoia to say, every one that 
d^ evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he de« 
lighteth in them^ and where is the God of judgment? 

Those magistrates who ^ve a right judgment in any 
cause that comes before them, procure universal respect 
and good will, as the wise inan instructs us in the f(^« 
lowing verse : 

Ver. 26. Every man shall kiti his lips thai ^velh u. 
right answer. 

No doubt prejudices may take place, and obtain 
ffround amor^ people, by which rulers m^y for a time 
lose that approbation which is due to their conduct ; 
but the history of all ages proves the truth of this pro- 
verb. Good princes have in general possessed the ccsr* 
dial esteem of their subjects ; and the tyrants of tlie 
world are the men whose lives have been embitterec^t 
and their deaths accelerated, by the hatred and insur«* 
rections of those whpm they ruled. 

This proverb contains an useful rule for private per. 
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sonS; Ss well as rulers. When we are asked an import- 
ant question, or consulted on an affair of consequence, 

■ ^very man will esteem and love us, if we give a right 
aiiswer ; and that our answer may be right, it is neces- 
wy that it should be sincere, prudent, and meek. We 
must not give an answer calculated merely to please the 
person that advises with us ; for that would not be 
Consistent widi integrity. We must consider all the 
circumstances of the affair, that we may give a pro« 
per and pertinent answer ; and we must spcfak with 
that meekness, which renders wisdom lovely. If our 
linswers to those that advise with us have these quali- 
fications, although they may be sometimes distastieful, 
because truth compels us to speak things disagreeable, 
fet they will tend, on the whole, to the advancement oi 
our character; and our character is no contemptible ob- . 
Ject, because the goodness of it is necessary for lis in 
iiccomplishing the great business of life, glorifying God, 

'and doing good to men. The instances of Josisph in 
ifis first conversation with Pharaoh, and of Daniel's 
(ilain dealing with Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, 

lire illustrations of this truth. 

* X.et us never give a wrong answer to any man, if 
kings should kiss our lips for it. Zedekifth the son of 
Chenaanah, will tell us how little the royal favour which 
he obtained by his court flattery availed him, and how 
short its continuance was *. 

'^ Ver. 27. Prepare \ht/ work toithout, and make it Jit 
ySr thyself in the field, and ajlerwards huUd thine house, 

* Things absolutely necessary, are to be sought after 
fri the first place, and, in the next place, those things 
that may minister delight and satisfaction. For this 
reason we are commanded by our Lord, in the first 
place, to seek -the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 

• 1 Kings xxu. 
Vol. II. K 
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ness, because the salvation of our souls is infinitely more 
interesting than our wel&re in this world Bat as there 
is a lawful care about the things of this world alsd, we 
are directed in this place, to mind the things most need- 
ful to our present subsistence and oomfort» befi>re we 
proceed to those things that have an infisncn: influenoe 
upon the comfort of our lives. Solomon takes it for 
granted, that we have already a house in which we can 
live, and enjoy shelter from die inclemenci e s of the 
weather : but perhaps we wish to have a more elegant 
and commodious house. A wish of this kind is not 
unreasonaUe, only it must be k^ in due subordi* 
natioa to our most important concerns. The work of 
the field, on which our subsistence depends, is of more 
importance than the building of a better house, and 
ought therefore to be first attended to, and then we are 
at liberty to build our house, if we can afford time and 
money for it This rule of the wise man is of great 
use for the wise management of our secular coneems, 
and by neglecting it, many have been reduced to po« 
verty and conUmpt ; nor is it so remote from religion, 
a& some inconsiderate persons may apprdiend, for re- 
ligion requires us to act prudently in the common busi- 
ness of life, and to do nothing that may reduce our-* 
selves; or our families to want, or deprive our creditors 
of dieir just claims upon us. 

In our religious concerns, the same rule ou^t to be 
obsorv^ There are first prindples which ought in 
the first place to be well studied, and then we must go 
on to peifeeticm ** To think of going on to perfection 
withoat leammg the first principles, is as foolish as to 
think of raising the superstructure of a house, without 
laying the foundation ; and to rest in the first principles, 
is as foolish as to lay the foundation of a house, and 
then to think that all our work is over. 
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God is a God of Order ; and he requires us to do all 
things in their proper order^ both in our civil and re* 
ligious business. 

Ver. 2B» Be not a fvUneuss against thy neighbour wUh^ 
c$il cause, Und deceive mot with thy lips. 

It is in many cases a man's duty to bear witness 
agamst his kieighbour^ and then the glory of Grod and 
the welfare of society, call loudly upon him to per- 
fmSi ibis necesdary, that disagreeable service ; but it is 
a great sin for a man to bear £sdse witness against his 
n^hbour^ or to bear testimony against him from a 
prindple of lllalice and revenge, when there is no call 
to decia)^. even the truth agamst him. The real faults 
of other men must not be published by us, when there 
is no. good to be done, nor any danger to be obviated 
by it. We would not wish our own faults to be wan- 
tfifdy biased abroad to the world ; and why should we 
bebaye in one way to others, and expect another way of 
behaviour to ourselves? This would be as unreasonable 
as. kee^nng one kind of weights imd measures for buy* 
ing. and another for selling. 

We must not deceive with our lips, either before a 
judge or in private conversation. The gift of speech 
was given us, fw glorifying God, and doing good to 
men ; and it is a wicked perversion of it to make use of 
it fiwr dishonouring God and deceiving men, by flatte- 
1^ or falsehood, or by speaking truth in such a mann^ 
as to deceive; for the history of the false testimony 
thai was borne against our Lord, shows us that truth 
fblsely and deceitfully represented, may become an in* 
strument of deceit and mischief. 

That truth is generally to be spoken, you will al- 
low, but perhaps you will allege that you have some 
wicked neighbour, that has no right to truth from yotl, 
because he has borne testimony against you without 
cause, or by some oth^ injury deserved a mischief at 
your hand. But, 

K2 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



220 EZPOfirrioN of the Cchap. xXiV. 

Ver. 29. Say not, I will do to to Mm as he haih done 
to me, I will render to the man according to his work. 

To speak in this manner would be the same thing 
as if you said, *' Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
repay it." I will step into the throne of God, and hurl 
the thunderbolts of vengeance upon mine adversary. 

What would become of us, if God should rendea* to 
vs according to our evil works. We need great mercy 
9t the hand of God, and shall we render nothing bttt 
?igid justice to our fellow men, in direct oj^osition to 
the royal law of love ? When our neighbours do us an 
injury, shall we borrow weapons from hell to retaliate ? 
When we revenge injuries at our own disaretkm, we 
may do hurt to our enemies, but we do nradi greater 
hurt to ourselves ; for the punishment of malice and re- 
venge to which we expose ourselves, is far Worse than 
any vengeance which our feeble arm can inflict Let 
us therefore show ourselves to be the disciples of Christ 
by loving our enemies and recompensing evil with 
good Thus we shall heap coals of fire upon the head 
of our enemies, to melt them ; but by following an op- 
posite course, we heap them on our own, to our des- 
truction. 

Ver. SO. / went hy the field of the slothful, and by 
the vineyard of the man void of understanding. 

The sluggard is wise in his own conceit ; but in So- 
lomon's judgment, sluggard is another name for a man 
void of understanding; for what understanding «an 
that man have who buries himself alive, and neither 
performs the duties of life, nor takes the proper method 
of being able to enjoy and relish its comforts. 

The slothful man hopes to escape poverty, because 
be is born an heir to fields and vineyards ; but Scio» 
man, that great observer of the manners and conditions 
of men, passed by these fields and vineyards,' and- saw 
what was sufficient to omvince any man, of the folly 
iof such hopes. 
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Ver. 31. And lo it rvas all grovon over mth thorns, 
and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone 
wall thereof was broken down. 

How could it be otherwise ? Thorns and thistle*, 
since the fall of man^ spring up every where, to re- 
mind us of our rebellion against God, and the greatest 
industry can scarcely keep them down ; but where 
slothfulness leaves them to spring up at will, the field 
must be covered with them, and every useful plant 
chewed j or, if any thing useful for man springs up 
amongst them, it becomes a prey to every spoiler, be* 
cause the stone wall is broken down and left in ruins. 

Such is the situation of the sluggard's field and vine« 
yard; and spiritual sloth is productive of the like ef« 
fects in the soul of man. If we are careless about oUr 
spiritual interests, our souls will soon be overrun with 
noisome and pernicious vice ; and left without guard 
against those destructive enemies, '^ that go about seek- 
ing whom they may devour." A neglected garden is 
disagreeable to the eye, but a neglected soul is a spec* 
tacle of horror. The stinging nettles of envy, the 
th^ns of anger, and ungovernable passion, spring up 
abimdantly in that scene of desolation. Every lust and 
every temptation have an uncontrolled influence ; and 
the lion out of the bottomless pit wastes it at his plea« 
sure. 

But what pleasure could Solomon have in look- 
mg at the sluggard's vineyard ? He saw nothing that 
did n^ afford instruction to his enlightened mind; 
for wisdom teaches us to improve every object, however 
unpleasant^ to useful purposes, and finds nourishment 
fox itsielf even in the folly of other men. 

Ver. 32. Then I saw and considered ii weU t I looked 
ypctn it, and received instruction. 

He did not take a cursory and superficial view oC 
K3 
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this field, but spent many thoughts upon it. How use- 
ful is meditation f It is the nurse of knowledge and 
prudence. It furnishes our minds with truths^ and ap- 
plies them to the hearty and teaches us to live in a 
manner suitable to them. Solomon was already wise^ 
but he wished to be wiser, and learned wisdom every 
day. Another man would have learned self ccMX^eit at 
self indulgence, from the field of the sluggard. Some 
^ persons, when they see the faults of otbers, apfdaud 
• themselves for their superiority in virtue. No man, 
they think, can say they -are bad men, because they 
knew that some other men are worse. There are other 
persons that think it safe for them to do like oilier 
people, and to let alone what other people omit ; but 
to compare ourselves among our^lves is not wise. 
Our wibdom lies in learning from the examj^ of othw 
men, compared with the law oi God, whdt we axe to 
do, and what we are to avoid. We see the dug^ari^ 
the drunkard, the lukewarm professor ; but we see no 
good arising out of their vices, but much harmtadiaxu 
selves. They are condemned by the providence as well 
as the word of God. Their souls are unproq>erons, and 
the outward circumstances of some of those kinds of 
sinners, have the marks of divine displeasure mingled 
with them. Is it not better to learn wisdom at the cost 
of other people than at our own expense i 

Solomon learned instructicMi from this dininil spec* 
tacle, the field and vineyard of the sluggard ; and the 
instruction which he received he communicates to us 
in a proverb, which, far its importance, is repeated firom 
a former chapter. 

Ver. 33. Yet a lUtle sleep, a lUHe slumber, a link fold* 
i^S 9f^^^ htmds to sleep. 

Ver. 34i, So shall thy poverty come as one that h'mfet* 
klht and thy want as an armed man. 
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The sluggard had no intention of suffering his field 
to be all covered with weeds, he cmly wished to indulge 
himself a little while in ease and sleep, and then he de- 
signed to rouse himself and root up all the weeds. Hi» 
rain was> that^ when he had got a little sleep, he wish- 
ed for a little more, and when he had taken the little 
QKire, he felt himsdf as little disposed to work as be« 
fore ; and so he loitered and wasted away the time, day 
nfter day, doing nothing at all, or nothing to purpose, 
till his field was all overrun with noisome weeds, and 
every good herb destroyed, and his vineyard lay in 
ruins. Thus poverty came upon him swifUy and un« 
eacpisctedly, and with irresistible fury, and plunged him 
into the gulph of misery and remorse. 

Would you avoid sloth ? Beware of every temptation 
to it, and allow not place to any thought of delaying a 
neeessary business. It was a maxim of a certain prince, 
who was celebrated for his success in every undertake 
ing, never to defer that till to-morrow which could be 
dime to day. Putting off things till to-morrow is the 
thief of time. It is unsafe in any business. It is infi« 
nitely dangerous in our spiritual concerns. Boast not 
tberef(»re of to-mcnrowt for thou lowest not what a 
day may bring forth, but whatsoever thine hand find- 
cth to do, do it wiA all thy might*. 



* See Chap, yu II, 12. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Verse 1. These are also proverbs of Solomon, which 
the men of Hezekiah, king qfjudah, copied out. 

A BOOK written by Solomon^ and published by the 
order of Hezekiah^ would deserve very high regard. 
But the proverbs of Solomon need no human recom<^ 
mendation. Their intrinsic worthy and their divine ori«; 
ginal^ place them far above the compositions of the 
greatest philosophers and kings that were not favour-* 
ed with divine inspiration. 

Those servants of Hezekiah that copied out the fol^ 
lowing part of Solomon's proverbs, and joined them tq 
the rest, are here mentioned to their honour. They 
were the publishers, and not the composers of the fol« 
lowing chapters; but they performed a piece of service 
to the church for which their names shall live. If we 
cannot do so much for God and his people as some 
others have done, let us do what we can, and we shall 
in no wise lose our reward. The contributors of goat's 
hair to the tabemade are mentioned to their honqur, a^ 
well as those who gave silver, and gold, and: precious 
stones ; for if there be first a willing mind, it is accept- 
ed according to what a man hath, and not according to 
what he hath not. 

Many of the following preoepts respect the duties of 
kings. Hezekiah walked in the good ways of David 
and Solomon, and he desired instruction in his duty as 
a king. Every one of us ought to study the duties that 
belong to our respective stations, that we may be tho- 
roughly furnished for every good work. 
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Ver. 2. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing : hut 
ike honour of longs is to search out a matter. 

How arrogant are those men who must know the 
reasons of all God's works; or, if that exceeds their ca* 
pacity, call them in question, or find fault with them, 
as if they knew better what God ought to do than God 
himsdf i There are unsearchable mysteries in the ex- 
cellencies and ways of God. His way is in the sea, and 
his path in the mighty waters, and his footsteps are 
not known, and it is his glory that they are not known. 
His wisdom would not be divine, if we could under- 
stand him to perfection, nor his sovereignty absolute, 
if he were obliged to do nothing but what his creatures* 
would approve. 

The meanest of the creatures of God have qualities^ 
that we cannot fully understand ; how strange then is 
it, that we will not allow his providence to transcend 
our comprehension, or that a doubt should be enter- 
t^ned about the mysteries of his grace, because they 
are incomprehensible to our feeble understandings ? It 
was a good saying of a pious divine, " Lord preserve 
us from a comprehensible God." It is our duty to ve-^ 
nerate and wonder, and not to pry with curious eyes> 
into the secrets of God. The history of the fall is an 
everlasting warning to the sons of Adam to prefer the 
tree of life to the tree of knowledge: 

But the kings of this earth are ihfmitely inferior Ur 
tiie God of heaven, and their honours are of an humbler 
kind. It is their honour to search out a matter. When 
God is said to search the hearts of men, he is spoken 
of in the language of men, for he beholds all things 
pasty present, and to- come, by one glance of his infinite 
mind ; but kings, who need a great deal of knowledge 
and wisdom, must obtain it, like other men, by labour 
and diligence^ It is their honour to be diligent iii 
seardiing out every thing that princes ought to knew^t 

k:5- 
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They must employ much care> and make use of the 
wisdom of other men to Inform themselves about aU • 
the interests of their kingdoms, and their various con- 
nexions with foreign states. They must endeavour 
to acquaint themselves with the dispositions and hik- 
inours of their subjects, with the best means of sup- 
pressing vice, and encouraging goodness, and making 
their people happy, and the proper methods of {Nreserv- 
ing peace, or of defending their crowns and kingdi^nB 
from foreign enemies. When kings act the part of 
judges in their own persons, as they did in ancient ^ 
times, their sphere of labour is greatly increased; for 
every intricate cause they must search out. They mu^ 
neither refuse to judge in it because it is difficult, nor 
must they pass sentence without good ground, to save 
their own labour, but they must search things to Jth« 
bottom, and judge wisely and righteously, as Solomon 
did in the case of the two harlots. 

On these accounts kings cannot conceal their impor- 
tant affairs within their own minds. They must have aa- 
sistants to bear the burden of government, and make 
use of the counsels and abilities of other men, to whom 
they must communicate their secrets. It is the gt^Nry 
of God to need no counsellor. Jt is the honour of kinga 
to choose right counsellors and to follow their salutafjf 
, advices. Yet it is not to be expected that their sub* 
jects in general should be their privy counsellors. 

V&. S, The heaven for height, and the earth for (kjftig 
and the heart of kings is unsearchable. 

No man can measure the height of heaven, or. die 
depth of the earth, as little can the hearts of kingabe 
searched out.«. But is every king a Solomon, with m 
heart large as the sand on the sea shore ? Svery hi^ 
needs a very enlarged heart. The throne is nofi a bed 
of repose, but the seat of care and labour. Whatkn<Mr« 
ledge .^d prudence is requisite to understafid the iptei* 

3 
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cate science of government, and to manage thfc compli-i 
cated affairs of kingdoms ? and as kings are not bom 
wiser than other men^ they certainly ought to improve 
the many advantages they have, to acquiring that 
knowledge which is suited to their station^ and to pray 
Bumesdy fat wisdom to him by whom kings reign, and 
¥dK)se' servants they ought to be. Widiout a large 
measttie of wisdom they are fit onfy to be the tools of 
their own ministers, who are <^n lovers of themselves, 
and of their own families, more than of their king and. 
oountry. 

But the heart of kings is oflener unsearchable in^ 
Miother sense. Their designs cannot be known by 
th^ subjects, or by foreign princes, because they in* 
dostriously conceal them from the knowledge of all but 
their privy counsellors; and this is often necessary, be-* 
eaase a discovery c^ their counsels would dbstruct the ^ 
ezeimtion of than. Besides, the aMedts of government 
are so various and complicated, they have so many de» 
signs to carry on, so many mischiefs to obviate, so 
many opposite tempers of men to consider, and so many 
unknown diffioultieiB to encounter, that persons in a 
lowte sts^on caiHM>t possibly understand the reasons 
ofagreatpart of their conduct, or the ends which they 
have in view. It i» theretoe presumpluoixs in subjects 
to pry too narrowly into their behaviour, or to be ra^ 
with their censures on the public mam^emcnt TIkms 
who take a liberty to despise dominions, axtd speak evil 
of digmties, should be sure that they do not speak evil . 
of those things which they do not understand. 

If the heart of kixi^, who are infinitely inferior to 
God*, is so unsearchable, how foolidi is it to think that 
we can search out God unto perfectiont ! 

" Verse 2» f Job xL 7, S, 9. Bom. xi. 33. 
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Ver. 4. Take away the dross from the stiver, and there 
shall come forth a vessel for the finer. 

Ver. 5. Take away the wicked from hefort the king, 
and the throne shall he established-in righteousness. 

The interests of prince and people are so evidently 
the same, and a bad king is so evidently his own ene*^ 
my, that it may well be wondered at that so many 
kings have proved tyrants^ and exposed tibemselves to 
the danger and infamy that are the inseparable attend- 
ants of oppression and injustice in men of high place. 
To account for this fact, we must consider that kings 
cannot govern their people without the assistance of 
ministers and counseUors, and these servants of govern- 
ment have private interests of their own, different from 
those of the prince and people, which they too often 
prosecute with a selfish and wicked spirit. To ' serve 
their own covetous and ambitious views, they too often 
corrupt the mind of their prince with the sweet poison 
of flattery, and lead him, by their misrepresentations, 
into false notions of the state of things in his kingdom> 
and of the character and behaviour c^ many of his sub- 
jectfii, tuid draw him on to compliance with their own 
interested or malicious views, to the prejudice of his 
kingdom, and the ruin of many of his £uthful subjects. 
If we read the histories of nations with attention, we 
shall find that unjust wars, oppressive taxes, iniquitous 
laws, unjust executions, seditious and civil commotions, 
and the overturning of thrones, and the confusions 
of kingdoms, have originated in the wicked counsels 
of bad ministers. The histories of Rehoboam, and Joash^ 
and Ahasuerus, are scriptural instances of this truth* 

Wicked men are often compared in Scripture to 
dross ; and as the dross must be separated from the sil^ 
ver before a beautiful vase can be framed, so the wick- 
ed must be removed from before the throne, that it 
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may be established in righteousness ; and kings need 
our prayers, that they may be furnished with wis- 
dom to choose their counsellors and ministers f^m 
their best deserving subjects, and to turn all flatterers 
and self-sedcers out of public employment. If Reho- 
boam had possessed so much wisdom, the kingdom 
might have remained entire in his hand ; but Solomon 
his father could not infuse this wisdom into his mind 
by all his instructions, and God left him to his Mly, 
that his awful purpose of dividing his people, and di« 
Diinishing the kingdom of the house of David, might 
be fulmled^ 

Ver. 6. Put not forth thyself in the presence of the 
kingt and stand not in the place of great men. 

Ver. 7. Far better it is that it be said unto thee, come 
up hither, than thou shouldst he put lower in the presence 
of the prince whom thine eyes have seen. 

Impudence is a very disagreeable vice to any man, 
and It is especially odious to kings, who are jealous of 
their honour and dignity, and cannot bear those who 
would intrude into their presence, or push themselves 
without their own choice, into places of trust or power 
under them. It is ambition that prompts persons to 
«eek high station, and royal favour ; but amlntion often 
disappoints its own designs, by an eager pursuit of 
them, and by those methods which it uses to accomplish 
them, and where it expected honour it meets with, 
shame and disgrace. How mortifying must it be to a 
man who places his chief happiness in the smiles of a 
king, and those honours which are derived from earthly 
majesty, to find himself disgraced in the eyes, and by 
the order of that prince whom his eyes have bdield, and 
of whose favour he supposed hims^ secure ! Kings, if 
they are wise, will look with a suspicious eye on those 

* Isaiah zxiu 
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who court them for high poets^ and will aeA out the 
.m<Kle8t and unassumiog to fill every station orimpcHr* 
tanee* 

If we consult our Interest and duty, we diall be coti« 
tented with the stations in which the all-wise God is 
pleased to set us, and rathor avoid than covet the place 
of great men. David was anointed with holy oSl, and 
yet he could appeal to God for the falsehood o£ the 
diarges that were laid against hiin^ of an aspiring mind^ 
and ambitious attempts to obtain a superior station to 
that which he occupied *. It is our business to mind 
the duties of our present station; and^ if providence 
thinks fit to raise us higher^ to follow its calls with hu- 
mility and gratitude. 

If it be a sin for us to put fbrth ourselves in the pre- 
seooe of a prince, what lowliness of mind becomes us 
in the presence of hinv who re^rds not the prince more, 
than the peasant I A due impression of divine nu^sty 
would humble us in the dust, and fill us with wonder 
at the least smile of God^s countenance f . 

Our Lord spoke a parable like this proverb of Solo, 
men* and gives a wider extent to the instructi<m con* 
tained in it %> ^^ ^ <>ur duty to entertain such alow 
opinion of oiu*selves> as willingly to take a place even 
below our inferiors, as far as the du^s and dec»i<aes 
of our station will permit None are so likely to meet 
with disgrace as .these that are too fond of hcmour^ like 
the Pharisees, whom our hard severely censures fixe 
loving the best seats in the synagogues, and the chkf 
rooms at feasts. None have so much honour &am God 
or man, aa the meek smd humble^ whose ^temper it is, 
in honour to pvder thdr neighbours, mid to serve them 
in love, and condeseeiid to men of low degree. 

* PtthacxxzL -["JobLxli]* jl Loke ziv; 7^11« 
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Ver, 8. G0u^ forth hastily to strive, ktt ikmi hkm 
not nhai to do in the end thereof, when ihy neighbour 
hath put tliee to shame. 

That is a good* maxim,— '^ Do nothing till thou hast 
well considered the end of it." Many might have pre« 
vented shame^ and poverty^ and destruction^ had they 
4uly cimsidered the possible and probable consequences 
of their words and conduct. Beasts have not the gi£t 
of reason and foresight^ and therefore mind^only pre- 
sent ease and comfort ; but rational beings should act 
with reason, and not incur lasting misery, to gratify a 
fit of iuimour, at a transient passion. 

If men considered the consequences of every imp^ft. 
'tant action before they entered upon it, it would cut 
offninety'-nine out of an hundred of the law^-sntts with 
which the world is pestered* If it be the desire s^ 
saving or gaining. money that pushes men to go fortii 
to strive with their neighbours at the bar, they should 
consider^ that going to law is little better than fishing 
with a golden hook. A few fishes may possU>ly b* 
caught, but somediing may be lost of nu»<e value than 
many fishes. If men are instigated by their pride Id 
go- to law, (and pride is the real cause of many moM 
]^4Mi6 than covetousness,) they should consider well> 
whether they are most likely to gain or lose the caoae, 
pr» if they gain it, whether t^ gain will oompensnte tbe 
loss of time, and money, and temper, which are inse« 
parable firopi law-iuits. That senae of honour which 
le^s so many into contenlion, would keep tlion out o£ 
it, if it wera under the regulatioi^ of prudence. Thai 
pride which plunges men iato die gu^ ef the law, 
vmst end in the most galling remorsie, when the cnue 
is lost, and shame, instead of honour, is gained- by it* 

Coi^^ention of every kind ought to be avoided by usu 
Befiorewe venture tagvatify o ur r a ge by strife a nd 4e» 
bate, it is necessary fir our pcace:atid comfort, to coiu 
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aider with coolness, whether we have reason on our 
side. Self-love will tell us that we have met with wrongs 
although no real injury was done, or intended to us ; 
and we cannot expect that the other party, or the judge, ' 
(if the matter be referred to a judge,) should hare the 
same bias in our favour with ourselves. 

Ver. 9. Debate thy came with thy neighhour hvmtelf ; 
and ducover not a secret to another, 

Ver. 10. Lest he that heareth it put theeia shame, and 
thine infamy turn not away. 

If we are forced into debate, the more privately it Is 
managed the better; and therefore, if we think ourselves 
ill used, our best course is to reason the matter with 
the offender in the spirit of meekness, to convince him 
of the wrong he has done to us, and to show him a for- 
giving spirit, which will be the most effectual means of 
bringing him to repentance, and to put an end to the 
difference, if possible, without exposing ourselves or our . 
neighbours to the censure of the world, which will con« 
<^de that there are faults on both sides. 

If we cannot bring our neighbour to a sense of his 
€iult by this method, our great teacher allows and pre^ 
scribes other methods of convincing himy which we 
ought to put in practice only when we are sure that we 
have met with an ofienee which will justify our con- 
duct*. In other cases we must keep the matter tor 
ourselves, as the wise man here directs us. When we 
make oomplaints of the injustice done us in another 
manner than our Lord directs us, we will not be believ-* 
edy and ought^ not to be believed, till the other party 
has given in his defence ; for he is an unjust judge that 
passes sentence till both parties are heard. Those who- 
are ever complainmg of the injustice of others, may^ 
or may not be. believed, to the prejudice oi those caom^ 

* Mat, XTiy. 1^1 16| 1?. 



y Google 



CHAP. XXV,)] BOOK OF PR0VBRB9. 235 

ceming whom they may complam ; but strong suspi- 
cions will most certainly be entertained to their own 
prejudice, and by their own tongues they bring an 
indelible reproach upon themselves, as men of a quar- 
relsome, and unforgiving temper. 

It is not uncommon for persons, when they are at 
variance with those that had once been their friends, 
"to take every opportunity, and to use every means, how- 
ever unfair, to blacken their characters; and if they 
havQ been entrusted by them, in the days of intimacy, 
with any secret, they will divulge it, to gratify their 
present spleen. This is base conduct, and must fix an 
everlasting stain on those that make use of such abomi- 
nable methods to support their own credit and interests* 
A man that has the least degree of generosity in his 
nature, would rather suffer blame, or lose a cause, than 
defend himself by such dirty and dishonourable means ; 
but when a man is reduced to such pitiful shifts, it is a 
strong presumption that his cause is not good. On the 
whole, if we would preserve ourselves from lasting dis- 
grace, we must either leave off contention before it be 
meddled with^ or, if that cannot be done, manage it with 
the weapons proper for a man and a Christian. 

Ver. 11. A wordjilly spoken, is like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver. 

Thatt words may deserve this character, they must 
be the words of truth ; for falsehood and error are on 
no occasion fit to be spoken. And therefore Job re- 
proves his friends for endeavouring, by false doctrine, 
to comfort him, and direct his exercise in the time of 
his distress *. 

But words may be true and yet unfitly spoken, for 
although nothing is to be spoken but truth, yet truth 
is not always to be spoken^ Doeg the Edomite wat ;^ 

— .; — ■ — — — ' 7^-. 

• Job x^ 34. xxvil 1?. 
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guilty of murder htfore he killed the piriests of the 
Lord, by telling the enraged tyrant that David had re<» 
oeived bread and a sword from Ahimelech, JonathMt 
was a man of a very opposite spirit, and discovered it 
by the seasonable mention he made to his &ther of 
David's exploit in skying Goliath. By putting Saitl in 
mind of this noble action, he disarmed for a time bit 
angry resentments. 

It is necessary to consider, not only what we 8peak> 
but likewise the persons to whom we speak, and the 
thne and the place of speaking. Job complains witk 
justice concerning Bildad, that he spoke things to him, 
which, though certain and important truths,lwere not fit 
all fit to be spoken to him in his dbtressed situati<HK 
" To whom hast thou uttered words T says he. Nafoal 
Observed a severe reproof firom Abigail ; but she did 
not thmk it proper to speak to him about his fodisb 
conduct towards David, till he awoke from his drunk- 
enness. Paul preached in a very different manner at 
Jerusalem and Athens, when he was before Agrippo, 
who believed the prophets, and when he was before 
Felix, who adtnowledged no other ruletnit the light of 
nature. 

" A word fitly spoken, is like af^les <^gold. In pio* 
tures" (or network) " of silver." The WOTds themselves 
are like apples of a golden hue. The manner of 8peak« 
ing them is like netwcnrk of silver, whose elegant aper- 
tures give an additional graee to the pleasant fruit that 
is served up in the salvers of exquisite workmoishqp 
and precious metal. By words fitly spdcen, the fier- 
cest passions have been allayed, and the strongest enmi- 
ties dissolved. By such words, wicked men have been 
checked in their career, fainting eouls have been reviv* 
ed« the perjdexed have been relieved from their diffi- 
culties, and Christians have been often i n v jg OT Ste d 
in their work and warfi»*e. Worda fitly spoken unite 
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the pleasant and the profitable^ and thereby gain every 
p<Hnt that words can gain. 

In a time of persecution^ some m^lnisters met together 
to consalt what was proper to be drnie in their situa- 
tion; All g£ them wore a dejected countenance, and 
appesared almost at an equal loss to determine what 
their duty was in tlieir distressed condition, till one of 
them observed, that they were all immortal till their 
• woric was done. This seasonable hint cleared up every 
countenance, and they parted with spirits ready to en* 
counter every difficulty. 

Ver. 12. As an ^ar-rmg of gold and an ornament of 
Jtnegold, is a xvise reprover upon an obedient ear. 

No words have greater need to be fitly spoken, than 
words of reproof. Few are ciapable of reproving wise- 
ly, and fewer still are able to receive a reproof in a 
right manner. 

Wisdom is necessary in 'a reprover, to direct him 
about the time and manner of giving the reproof. EH- 
hu shewed great wisdom and great faithfulness, in per« 
fynomg this difficult office; and when Job had been ir- 
ritated by the imjust reproofs of his friends, he was si- 
lent nnder the smart reproof^ of Elihu ; for he charged 
nothing upon Job, but whnt had some truth in it, aikd 
disGDvered his friendship for Job, and his good opinion 
of him, with regard to the general course of his beha- 
viour^ at the time that he ranked him with great seve- 
rity, for t^e unjustifiable expressions which came from 
him, when his mind was fretted with the weight of his 
troubles, and the injurious refiections of the former 
speakers. 

An ear obedient to rqproof, is a very rare thing. It 
is observed by an eminent divine of the last age, that 
ihe professors of religion are generally more stubborn 
against reproof tiian fornicators, or common swearers, 
and that they are ready to fly at the faces of men who 
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reprove them^ for those very faults which they daOy 
confess to God. If there was more of the meekness of 
wisdom discovered in giving reproof, it is probable, 
that greater meekness and submission might be shew- 
ed in receiving it, and yet a due sense of the evil^ of 
our faults, and of the necessity of amendment, would 
make us to value just rebukes even from the mouth of 
an enemy. 

It is a false sense of honour that makes us to fret at 
reproof; but if we had the same sense of honour with 
the wise man, we would not judge ourselves on a sup- 
position that we are unblameable, and irreproveable, 
but reckon it our honour to receive reproof with gratis 
tude, and improve it for the correction of our vices. 

Ornaments of gold were worn in ancient days in 
the ears of people of distinction ; but nothing adorns the 
car so much, in the judgment of the inspired philosa« 
pher, as the obedient hearing of wise reproof. 

It would be a great honour to us to need no reproof^ 
but this is scarcely to be expected in our degenerate 
race. We ought, therefore, if we have forfeited our 
credit by falling into sin, to recover it by welcoming 
need^l rebukes, and if others have been overtaken in 
a fault, to hold them in the same esteem as formerly, 
when they have given proper evidence of their repent- 
ance, by submitting to reproof. By their sin, they 
have shewed themselves to be men of like frailty with 
ourselves ; by their obedient hearing of reproof, they 
have discovered a degree of meekness too rarely to be 
met with among Christians. 

Ver. 1 3. As the cold qf'snavo in the time of harvest, «> 
is a faithful messenger to, them that send him, for lie 
r^esheth the soul of his masters. 

Nothing is more refreshing in the sultry heat of har- 
vest, in those southern climes where the harvest i^ 
very early and hot^ tha^ the liquors which are minj^ 
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led widi snow, kept from the winter, to cool their 
dirink in the hot season of the year. Equally refresh- 
ing to the soul, is the faithful execution of an impor- 
tant message by those that are entrusted with it It is 
required of all servants that they be found faithful, and 
it is required in a special manner of messengers who 
are employed in distant and important commis^ons ; 
and fidelity is the more praiseworthy in them, because 
they are not under the immediate eye of their masters. 
Sudi a messenger was Eliezer to Abraham and Isaac, 
for .he valued the service and interest of his master 
more than his necessary food, and God blessed him 
with success, to the great satisfaction of his venerable 
master, and his son Isaac. 

If we are employed in any business foF another per« 
aoo, we should' make a point of managing it with the 
same activity as if it were a business of our own ; and 
whether we are successful or not, we shall give satis- 
faction to our employer, and receive his thanks, if he is 
not wholly destitute of the feelings of gratitude. If 
we are obliged to perform any affairs of consequence 
by the hands of other men, it will be our wisdom to 
entrust men of honour and tried fidelity with our af- 
iQurs ; for he that is faithful in one thing, is likely to be 
^thful in another thing also, though of much greater 
consequence *. 

. Ministers of this gospel are messengers of Christ, for 
the benefit of the churches. If they are faithful, they, 
are accepted of Christ and useful to men t. 

Ver. 14«. Whoso hoastelh himself of a false gift, is 
like clouds and mind fvitkmi rcun. 

Covetousness is so much detested in the woiid, that 
the persons who are guilty of this vice are ashamed of 
it, and desire to be esteemed liberal ; and therefore, if 

# Luke zvi. 10. f Rev. u. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
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tfeey have ev«r been aWe to mwter their diqpositicai to 
far as to perform one generous action in the coarse of 
their life, they will boast of it as lop^ as they li?e, and 
think themselves ill used if they are not honoured by 
other men with the character of bei?^g«Mrous^per«mg. 
But it is moreover very usual fdt them^ to talk erf diari<«^ 
ties which they never bestowed, and thus they add vice 
to vice. Their arrogance and diaaimulaticMi, added to 
their stinginess, makes them doubly detestable. They 
are like clouds carried about with the wind, thi^ seem 
to be ^1 of rain when there is not a drop f<»r the ro»i 
freshment of the weary earth. 

Those that are large and ready in promish^, but 
are never ready to perform, are likewise like dmids 
without water. When you ask any favour from then^ 
they give you great reason, by their frankness and pro* 
fessions, to believe that they will serve you, but when 
they are called on for performance^ some unhicky aooi^ 
dent has come in their way» and they can do notiiitig 
for you at present They will only give you new pro- 
mises, which you may believe if you can, and they will 
be sure to perform them as well as the former ones. It 
is shameful to behave in tins manner, raising expecta^i 
tirnis and then disiqppointing them^ and perhi^ redoe* 
ing to great straits and perplexities the vary moi that 
were trusting to their friendship. 

The apostles Peter and Jude speak of a set of men 
that may be compared to clouds without rain, because 
of their religious professions and promises. > These 
are fiilse teachers, who make large boasts of their know- 
ledge in the mystery of the gospel, and promise liberty 
to men that will receive their doctrines, whilst th^ 
themselves are ignOTant of all sound prindples, and in 
bondage to corruption. No kind of corrupt tcacfiers 
in our times answer this description so much as those 
of the church of Rome, who pretend to make a mono. 
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poly o£ beav^i for those of their own diurch, and who 
sell, for smill pieces of money, the most wonderful pro« 
mises^ all which will be found by their deluded Tota* 
riea to Tanisii into smoke when the performance is ex- 
pected. 

Ver. IS. ^sf bmg forbearing i* a prince persuaded, 
md a 0oft iongue breaketk the bone. 

A prince is not easily pacified whexx he reckons his 
digoUy -despised, and his authority trampled under 
foot He is Utde used to contradiction, and therefore 
haft avudl experience of those situations in which for« 
beanase is to be exemsed. Yet strong as the passions 
of -pijaees generally are, sudi is the power of patience 
mA^^a^teksem^thal those virtues^ allay thehr stormy pas- 
sions, and a soft answer softens their hearts, although 
they ware^ lis bard a& their bones. Saul was so £eroe 
in bis fageagpainst David, that in spite to him, he slew 
ei|^hty«4iTe priests of the Lord, and yet David melted 
haMihurtvKAm softw^ss^ by kis generous behaviour, and 
hn mfan defence of his own iaaocoicy. The tyrant 
fait a tenparary efaaoge m Us t^oaper, aiKl said, ^i Is this 
tiiy voices osy son David, retom, §ot I will no more do 
ttee fautt" 

If meekness and gentknesa have suc^ a powerful in. 
fiaeaeetqpon princes ; if &ey eati break he«:ts of stone^ 
haar.gnat must be ^eir inftjience upon private men, 
and persons of moderate passions? 

It 18 cMtakdy a piece of great folly if we will 
not make use 6i these harmless weapcms to end de« 
bntof, ivben tbey are the most effectual means for that 
end. 

But are there not some men that will not be wrought 
upon'by soeh nMans ? Yes : But they are savage brutes, 
and not rational creatmres. Thm hearts are made of 
aoBiething harder thati adamimt ; and they are objects 
of our pity, because they are cursed with such imre^ 
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lenting hearts that they cannot possibly taste any of 
those social pleasures that sweeten the life of man. 
Nothing can subdue the fierceness of their spint^but 
that grace which turns the flint into a pool of crater ^. 
Ver. 16. Host thou found honey f eat so muck es is 
sufficient Jbr thee, lest thou heJUkd therewiA and tomitit. 
The God who has replenished the earth with his 
goodness^ has not required us to lead a niggardly and 
uncomfortable life. He allows us to eat as mudi ho- 
ney, and to enjoy as much of every earthly comfort as 
is sufficient for us, to strengthen our bodies, and to re- 
fresh our spirits ; all that he forbids is that excess in 
eating and drinking, and other animal enjoyml^its, 
which would enfeeble oar frame, dog our soute, a)Ml 
end in bitterness. 

Although we are allowed to eat as much honey as Is 
sufficient, we must not eat what would suffice to SatJite 
a ravenous appetite. Reason, and not appetite; must <& 
rect us when we have enough, otherwise th^n^ would 
be no such sin as intemperance in the world. ' Nuixaee 
itself makes us to feel the bad effects of innxM»der«te in- 
dulgence, which overloads the stomadi, and turns itie 
sweetest things into bitterness, so that ho ease am be 
obtained till they are thrown off. 

It is represented in the book of Jude as a great sib 
to eat without fear. When we are at a well cov^rsd 
table, there are more guests present than such as ore 
invited, for the devil comes to graft some^temptatiaii 
upon the dishes which are served up, and very tiitett 
he finds an opportunity of getting someiniquity^toptte 
down the throat along with the meat or drink lltet- is 
used. We are to remember at all times our chief end ; 
and it is explained by the Apostle in these Weirds, 
'/ Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoer^r 
ye do, d6 ^U to the glory of God.-' Froin Ood^wo xe« 

-. — ' * ' '^'■ ". ■ ' ; ' -* ' 

• Chap. XT. 1. 
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ceived our food> and it is a very wicked thing in men to 
use it as a weapon of rebellion against him, by making a 
god of our bellies. 

Nothing earthly must be suffered to engross our af« 
fectionSt so as to sensualize our souls, and alienate our 
minds from spiritual objects. The time of our connex« 
ion with the world is stkqri, let us therefore rejoice as 
liioagh we rejoiced not, and use this world asnotabus* 
log it» for the foshimi of this world passeth away. 

Ver. 17. Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour^ house; 
test he he weary of thee, oftd so hate thee. 

We must not indulge ourselves without restraint in 
Imy of the pleasures of life, however delightful. Ho- 
ney is not so sweet to the taste, as the intercourses of 
&iend^pj amongst those that have a cordial love to one 
another, are to the heart. But as we must eat only so 
OQUch honey as is sufficient for us, so we must use a 
. ]|^dent caution in our familiarities with our most af- 
ifecdonate friends. Although their houses are a home 
to us, yet we must not be frequenting them ut every 
hour, nw continue in them till our company become 
wearisome. It is lughly jH-oper for us to visit our 
friends, and preserve by that means our mutual friend* 
ship^ and ^oy the sweets of it; but it is very improper 
tp teaze a friend by too fluent visits, which may have 
the unhappy effect of dissolving the closest intimacy, 
b J creating disgust where love in former times took 
plaste. Our friends have their business to mind, and 
their time is vahudble to them; and friendship is bought 
too dear by him that ceases to be master of his own 
time, and may be called off the most necessary employ- 
ment to receive a visitant Besides, we ought to con- 
sider the circumstances of our friends, and take care 
not to load them by our visits with expence which they 
xnay be unable or unwilling to bear. The freedom df 
friendship does^not consist in a liberty to teaze cue an« 
Vol. II. L 
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Other, but in a liberty to contribute to one anodier's 
happiness and comfort^ beyond what str^uoger* can pie- 
sume to use. 

How diSi^rent are the pleasures of earthly fi^end* 
i^hips (torn those wfa^ see voudisa&d to Christians.in 
their admission to fellowshq> wkh God ! The ofteoer 
we visit the b6st of all fiaends, 'tre are the more weU 
comet and the m<Hre we fi»quent his house to pi^rtake 
of the provisions of it, he is the better pleased withomr 
conduct *. 

Ver. IB, A man that beareikfalst wUnem agaimt his 
neighbour is a maid, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 

This proverb is sufficient to strike an alarm into all 
evil speakers, that spread scandal against ^eir neigh* 
hours, merely because they have nodiing else to do, or ' 
because they have some little quarr^ with them. Con- 
sider, ye that deal in such conversation, whether you 
could think of treating the objects of your defamatory 
discourse as Jael did Sisera, or as Joab treated Abner. 
Would you shrink with lunrror at the thought of beat- 
ing out your neighbour's brains with a hammer, or of 
piercing his bowels with a sword, or a sharp arrow ? Why 
then do you indulge yoursdves in a piece of the like 
barbarity, destroying, as far as you can, that reputa- 
tion whidi is dear to men as their life, and wounding 
all their best interests by mangling their charaqter t ? 

It is a happy thing to be free from this torible mis- 
chief of a virul^it tongue/ We should therefore live 
unblameab]y» that we may take away all occasion.from 
tho9e that would reproach us. And yet the purest tn« 
nocency will not be a sure protection to us from ^e 
4ox3gue that speaketh evil. We must commit the care 
of our good name, as well as all our o&er interests^ to the 
Lord, and he will preserve us from the scourge of the 
tongue, or from all the evil effects of it j:. 
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Vcr. 19. Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of 
trouble i$ like a broken tooth, and afoot out ofjoinL 

A broken tooth, and a foot out of joint, are not only 
lueless for their respective office^, but the causes of 
great pain and uneasiness. In like manner^ a fHend 
that does not shew kindness in the day of distress, is 
Bot only an useless friend, but likewise causes many 
painful feelings in those who trusted to his kindness. 
The supposed infidelity of Job's friends produced great 
bitterness of spirit in that Yenerable sufferer, and add« 
«d greatly to that load of distress which lay upon hiB 
body and spirit ; and he compares them to the brooks 
t£ Tema, which abounded with snow in the winter, but 
had no water in them for the thirsty traveller in the 
miitry heM of sutmner. 

Let us be ftitiiful in our friendships, as well as in the 
duties of every other relation. Insincerity and inoon^ 
^itancy in friendship is immoral and impious ; as die 
fbrementioned sufferer observes, '^ To him that is af«> 
fltcted pity should be shewed by his friend, but he for* 
sakedi the fear of the Almighty V 

In the times of our distress, we have reason to et« 
pect sympathy from our friends, but we must not be 
too Muiguine in our hopes ; they may prove unable to 
hAp us^ or un^iithful, or some temporary alienation 
may estrange ihem from us, or God fbr our chastisei- 
ment or trial may bereave us of the comforts of their 
friendship, or trouble may fret our spirits, and make 
lis to tillnk that they are become cold to us, when they 
die# US all that frienddiip which ought to be expected 
from frail creatures like ourselves. 

When we lament the treachery or insincerity of our 
frieiids^ we diould remember that David, and Christ 
himself) felt all the bitterness of this calamity. One of 

I I I I ii n i m I 1 ■ ■■■■ II III !!■ 

• Job vi. 14. 
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our Lord^s disciples betra}^ hinii and his most affec- 
tionate, and highly favoured fi^end forsook him. I0 
many cases of this kind we have greater iieasoato com- 
plain of ourselves than of our false friends ; for bad mt 
chosen our friends more wisely, asad fixed our regard 
to them upon the ground of {Hety, we would not have 
found so much reason to comfdain of i^lated profess 
sions. 

Ver. 20. As he that iaketh axoay a garmerU in cqU 
iveather, and oi vinegar upon nitre ; iaishe thai tingetk 
songs to an heavy heart* 

He that takes away a garment in e(^d weather, litres 
the person whom he robs of it to starve, and perhaps 
to perish. Vinegar poured upon nitre deprives it of all 
its virtue and usefulness ; so he that tries todiarm away 
^deep-rooted sorrows by the help of music, does only 
jsiink the person whom he designs to cho^ into a doc^ 
er melancholy. It is to be confessed that «»rrows of a 
jilight kind may be diverted and toothed hy die charms 
of music, as the spirit of Elisha was ccmiposed for pro- 
phesying by a minstrel. But when the heart is laden 
with grief, it is exasperated and not revived by UAsea- 
sonable and ill-direeted endeavours to dispel the i^nr^ 
row which feeds upon it Mirth and guety, and ^tbe 
sprightly airs of vocal and instrumentid. music deaden 
.the spirit, as vinegar does nitre, and are ju£t as-ineiffc^ 
tual to restore gladness, as the taking away of .clo^^ 
in cold weather is to restore heat 

Is any man afflicted ? let him pray. Does any man 
wish to administer comfort to the afflicted soul? let liiva 
weep, and not laugh, with those that weep. Is the heart 
oppressed with anguish, or the conscience laden with 
guilt ? let the Scripture, and not instruments of muaic, 
be applied for relief. The music of David's hfOj^ mfiy 
indeed be still used for driving away the. evil spirit. 
His psalms are full of strong consolations, and ifo shall 
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xierer siak into despondency whilst we muse on the 
precionB and reviving truths which he presents to our 
consideration^ and aideavour to walk in the steps of 
hrafiitth. 

■- It is doubtless our duty to administer ccnnfort to the 
mourners, but we must take heed to use those means 
whidi are proper to the end/ that we may not deserve 
diat reproof which Job, with great justice, gave his 
friends, ^' Miserable comforters are ye all." 

Ver. 21. If thine enemy be hungry , give him bread (a 
eat ; and if he be thirsty, give him mater to drink. 

This precept is grievous to flesh and blood. We are 
disposed by our pride and rage to inflict a severe re« 
wnge^ not only on our enemiea, but ev^ on our of^ 
f)snding friends. To do to them as they have done to 
«8 is not reckoned sufiicient, but sevenfold vengeance 
most be rendered into their bosom. A stEib at the heart 
jhfls bemi often returned by the modem men oi honour 
Ibr tt rode expressioa* 

. But we that are Clirifltians have not so learned Christ. 
Stttttitf against .Ood is infinitely worse than enmity 
against us, and yet Ood spares his enemies, and does 
ihem good from heaven, giving them rain and fruitful 
tMMSons. We ourselves were sometimes alienated from' 
Ood, and enemies in our mind by wicked works, and 
if we had been veoon^nsed according to our works, 
we<had now been in the lake of fire and brimstone ; 
but God who is rich in mercy, sent his Sou to ac* 
etwnplish oor redemption from ruin» By Christ, we 
llttt were gailty of horrid enmity against God have 
fetmved Ae atonement We are reconciled to- God^ 
and blessed- with every spiritiml blessing in Christ; and' 
^idl- we now think that God lays an unreasonable com- 
mand upon us, when he requires us to be charitable 
and' kind to our enemies, and not to return railing for. 
niling, b«t courtesies forit^uries? 

L.a 
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It is eafjr for ns to saj tluut f» ibrftve oor emaoM^i 
bat do we make it extent in our Ivories that we frav 
give them in love ? We maj bring dor txaodt iri^ioiit ' 
very great difficulty to overlook their injuriesy and ta 
buiy them in silaM^ ; but a raHeA disdain of injtRies 
is no Christian grace. Ouv duty is to wi^ real ha|^»4 
ness to our enemies ia diis world and the neii^ and t9 
^ew the truth of our love in praying for them, and ht 
doing them good as ^ppertamty presents, and tifieir 
i^eeds require. It was so ha1i»tisal to the good Arch- 
bishop Cranmer. to shew ktnditess ta those that had 
wronged him, that it became a proverb : " If ai^ man 
would have a good U^ii from the arehbMi^, let hmk 
do him an ii^ry." But wtU not bchoviovr of thi» kia^ 
lay ft man open toii^urits ? No. 

Ver. 22* For ikou skaii btap eoaU qfjltf i^mm Ate 
head, and the Lord ikaU remmfd thee. 

It is 9ud to be a cu#tom to ti»s daj Anunq^ thf\ 
Arabians, to cure some diseases, by tbe applkalictt aff 
burning coals to the head* The disease of raaeoiir and 
spite will certainly be healed^ lor the aaosi pflrt> by^tiwa^ 
coals of love that Sokmonhere direets «s to heap upon 
the heads of our enennes. As the havd meliahr ate «&« 
ened and melted by the fire, ao the hard and stnbbeifE 
SfMrit is softened and melted by the solid eaqaftsmne 
of charity and meekness. He is a wild beast of the 
most untameable ki|id» tibuU feels no riiame Ibv his own 
conduct! nor any warm emotiotis of graliitude to hna 
whom he has offended, wheck he sees hioa^ rftttming^ 
good for evil. No enmity i^ str^ger tha» the ewDsiify 
of man's heart ,to God, and God makes use (tf hi&owsk 
kindness to subdue it ; and We are to be.fbllowers o£ 
God as dear children, and try^ the like ^periment u|Si» 
on our own enemies, as far as the infiaite difference of 
persons and circumstanees will admit the cesemblanoer 
and if our enemies are warmed into firieads, have we 
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not gtiaed a noUer victovy, by gaining our Inrother, than 
if we had humbled them to the dust ? The pleasantesi 
aod noblest of victories is to orerocKne evil with good *. 
But perhaps we shaU be losers by kindness to our 
enemies i Who knows but their hearts may be nxk* 
tameably savage^ and then our bread and water is 
Ihiown away upon them ? Let them be what they will» 
it is not thrown away. If they persist to return evil 
£^r good^ the Lord shall graciously reward thee. The 
Lord loves mercy and goodness^ and th^e are no in- - 
ilinoo/T of it that he loves better^ and rewards more 
boaiitifuliyi than those by which we most resemble 
himself^ and cross our selfii^ and haughty spirits. Da< 
Yid preserved the life of a railii^ Shimei from the rage 
of Abidiai> as he had formerly dene the life of a per« 
eecuting tjrxant. The good man hoped that God would 
return him good for the evil that his enemies did to 
faimj when he shewed kindness to them^ and his hopes 
were not disappointed. 

Ver. dd. The north mmd driveth a«a^ rain, 9o doth 
mm mngry wuntenance a baekbUing iwgue* 

Fair weather cometh o\A of tho north, says Elihu f. 
Thi9 text {vebably induced our translators to render 
the verse befcro us in the masmer they have done; jfor 
Ae on^aal word, which stands fior drrveth away, 
more {nrq^erly signifies, to produce, but the north wind 
may have different effects in different countries, and 
even in the same country at different times. But whe- 
ther we follow die tran^aticm in the text, ot that in the 
margin^ it will give us very useful instruction. 

It is a great encouragem^it to tale-bearers, to ob« 
serve that th^ wicked stories are heard with attention. 
If a nmn looks upon them with a cheerful countenance^ 
and listens to their tales, and makes them welcome to 

* Aom. zii. 21. f^Jobxxzrii.. 
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his table^ they naturally condude that the person to 
whom they speak has as bad a heart as themselves, 
and they will not fail to bring him new stories of the 
like kind^ as socm as they' have got an opportunity to 
learn or to make them. But if the receiver of stolen 
goods is a sharer with the thief in his guilty and if any 
man that encourages another in evU partakes iii hi» 
sin, then he that hears the backbiter with compkcen* 
tj is little better than himself, and would probably 
follow the same trade if he had the same talents for \%i 
We cannot^ therefore^ clear ourselves from the sin of 
backbiting^ unless we refuse to receive a bad report of 
our neighbour, and testify our displea8ui*e, by all pro- 
per tneAods, at ti>e base conduct of the assassins that 
would murder in tiie dark the good-name of their 
fellow- creatures. When the murderers of Isbo^eth 
lM*ought their master's head to David, judging from 
their own disposition that it would be an acceptabte 
present to him, he treated them m such a manner that 
iio man ever sent another present of the like kind to 
him. And if we gave proper evidence to those who 
expect to entertiHn us by ill-natured stories, that we 
have no reli^ fot them, th^ would not troublie us b,. 
second time. Anger is a bad passion, as it is comnion*- 
ly exerted, but we may be angry and not sin, and in 
^s case, we sin if we do not put on an angry counte* 
nance. 

But as the north wind, not only drives away rain 
in some places, but likewise brings it in other plates, 
or at other times in the same place, so an angry coun- 
tenance brings a backbiting tongue. He that meets 
with insolent and surly treatment, may conceal his 
sense of the injury, from the person that uses him &i 
this manner, because he thinks it more prudent to stifie 
his displeasure ; but he vrill be tempted to take reven^ 
by speaking evil of him in his absence, for nothing is. 
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commonly mare irritating^ or sticks more deeply in the 
hearty than angry and imperious treatment, and no in- 
jiwy is harder to be borne with patience. 

If other men speak evil of us, we should examine 
our own conduct impartially, that we may know whether 
we have not given tiiem some provocation; If we 
^have, we should look upon ourselves to be the more 
criminal persons ; as Judah acknowledged that Tamar 
was more righteous than himself, becasue his own beha« 
viour had tempted her to the sin^ for which he thought 
she deserved to be burnt Other people have at least 
as good a right to talk against our ill conduct, as we 
have to give them occasion for it. 

IjCt us neither speak evil of men, nor countenance 
evil speakers, nor give any man occasion to speak evil 
of us, nor burst into rage, when they have treated us 
in this manner, but in ail things follow meekness, 
righteousness, charity, and the example of Christ. 

Ver. 24. It is better to dtoell in a corner of the hoSie 
top, than with a brawling woman, and in a tmde house.' ' 

Salomon put this proverb into his own edition of the 
proverbs, but the men of Hezekiah finding it likewise 
in those papers from which they extracted this appen- 
dix, inserted it here likewise. They justly considered^ 
it as an useful admonition to women, and to men that 
have wives to choose, and wished it not to be forgot- 
ten. 

Ver. 25. As cold waters to a ihirslj/ soul, so is good 
news from a far country* 

Nothing ismorethe object of desire in a hot country, 
than cold water when men are thirsty; and nothing is 
more agreeable than to hear glad tiduigs from a dis- 
tant country. Good news are always agreeable, but 
good news from a far country are most agreeable of 
any good news, because they have been the subject 
of tedious and anxious thoughts, and because they g^«< 
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nerally respect some olijject of importance, Solomon, 
had experience of this fact^ when he sent his ships on 
voyages that lasted three years, and when he had affiurf 
€£ importance to be transacted- in other kingdoms. 

We that move in the lower sphere of life have little 
concern with foreign countries, but if we have the ge« 
nerous spirit of Christians, it must give us great pleasure 
to hear of any thing that tends to the happiness of other 
nations, or the advancement of the Redeemer's king, 
dom among men. We daily pray that the kingdom of 
Christ may come, and it would certainly give us much 
joy to hear of any event whereby our prayers are 
fulfilled. Let us in the mean time rejoice at the good 
tidings brought to us from far countries by the pro- 
phets of God, who tell us of things that they have 
heard from the uttermost parts of the earth, even glory 
to the righteous. 

Heaven is the better country from whence we have 
heard tidings that will for ever gladden our hearts, 
and .fill our mouths with praise. Messen^rs from 
that Iblessed region have been sent to our earth with 
glad tidings of great joy to all the people of God, and 
to every Gentile nation, that to us is bom a Saviour, 
apd that he is now gone to his native heaven ; and 
will appear again on earth to our complete salvation *• 

Ver 26. A righteous man falling down before the wick'* 
ed is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. 

A righteous man falls down before the wicked when 
he is oppressed and cannot obtain justice, but is obllg*. 
ed lo submit to injury and violence. When such 
injustice prevails in a country, every thing is in a state 
of disorder. The fountain of justice is poisoned ; the 
public administration, jinstead of being, a public bles^ 
sing, is a general curse ; and those who should be the 

t Lukeii. Acts!* 
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fathers and guardians of the poor^ are worse than 
street rdbbers^ for they not only pillage them of their 
property^ but grind their iaoes^ and pull of their skins 
and pick their bones *• 

He that poisons a public fountain^ deserves a thou« 
sand deaths ; and those by whose mismanagement the 
fountains of justice are corrupted, must be equally cri- 
minal in tiie sight of God. He is an enemy not to 
men only^ but to God, by givii^ encouragement to 
wickedness, and suppressing goodness, and perverting 
an ordinance of God into an engine fyr serving the 
designs of St^an. 

Those righteous men that fall before the wicted,: 
must take care that they fall not into sin, for they are : 
strongly tempted to it by their unhappy ch'cumstances. 
When wicked men drive the righteaus into sin, the 
fountains become corrupt, in another and worse sense 
than that now mentioned; for those who are like 
springs of water for the refreshment of their neigh- ^ 
bours becomii^ polluted and loathsome, ^e a means 
of perverting and poisoning those that are too mudi 
disposed to judge of religion and duty from the beha^ 
viour (^religious persons. 

When the righteous persist under temptation in 
duty, they have rich sources of comfort in the promises^ 
of God, and the doctrine of a future judgment t. 

Ver. 27. It is not good to eat muck honey ; so for mem 
to search their own glory, is not glory ; (but a piece 
<^ base conduct.) 

Men may eat some honey, so likewise men aie W2uv\ 
ranted to pay due regard to their own honour^ If there 
be any praise, Paul.rec(»nmends it to us to tUnk on it, 
and our Lord enjoins us to make our light to shine be- 
fore men, that they may glorify our Father wlio is ii\ 
heaven. 

« Micah ii. f ^^ »"• Ezck. xxxjv. 17—23. Ecdes. v. 16. 17.^ 
L6 
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• But it is a loathsome thing to the stomadi to est 
much honey, and it is a loathsome thmg for a man to* 
be anxious about his honour^ and to fish for jmdse, as 
too many do^ who use a variety of methods to obtain* 
the applause of m^ ; somedmes putting on all &e ex« 
temal appearances of humility with that view^ and say- 
ing things of themselves which would inspire them* 
with fury if they were S2ud by another person^ or he* 
lieved by that very person to whom they are spoken. 

We must value our own reputation because it en-^ 
ables us to be useful to men^ and to glorify God ; but 
when we indulge an unbridled desire after glory from . 
men^ we forget our chief end, we disqualify ourselves 
for tiie most important duties, we expose ourselves to 
the worst temptations ; and if our fortune were equal 
to that of Caesar, our ambition might draw us to equal 
in crimes that enemy of Cato, and cut-thioat of man- 
kind. 

The humble are 'sensible that they deserve shame* 
rather than glory, and would be content that all their 
glory were tidcen from them, that it might be ascribed' 
unto God to wh^m it truly belongs. The vain and 
proud would rob God Almighty of his crown, that* 
they might set it upon their own heads. But Grbd will 
not suffer them to escape without a punishment suited 
to their crime. When Herod was affecting the honours^ 
of a god, he perbhed by a viler death than if he had 
died in a ditch *. 

Ver. 28. He thai hath no rule over his own ipirU i$ 
like a city that is hroken dorvn^ and without walls. 

It is necessary for our happiness and peace, that we 
should lu ve the government of our own spirits. He that 
possesses not himself possesses nothing, al^ough iie • 
should possess all other things. As a city that is lN>okeii 

* 1 Cor. XV. 11. ActsxU. 24. 
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dovm, and without walls, is exposed to the invasion 
of every enemy ; so the man who has not a mastery 
over his own desires and affections, is a ready prey to 
every devil, and his imagination is tainted, his corrupt 
desires are inflamed, and his active powers hurried in- 
to the most criminal excesses by every slight tempta* 
lion. A city in flames, or a ship seized by a drunk- 
en and mutinous crew, are not so terrible spectacles 
as a soul where the judgment and reason are laid deso- 
late by intemperate passions and appetites. What mis-1 
diiefs have been wrought, and what oceans of blood ;^ 
have been poured out by the passion of anger alone, when | 
it was unrestrained by the principle of conscience q 
When Simeon and Levi heard the dying blessings of 
their &ther upon the rest of his sons, and the severe 
censures that he passed upon themselves, what remorse 
must have torn their hearts at the thought of that fatal 
day when in their cruel fury they slew so many men, 
and destroyed the city o£ Shechem. 

Let us hold in with a strong and steady hand our 
disorderly passions, otherwise they will make us wild 
beastSy of a more furious kind than wolves and leopards ; 
because our rational powers will be forced into their 
service, and tend to no other purpose, but to make 
us more fell and destnictive enemies of mankind. No 
leq^ds or lions ever destroyed men or beasts in such 
midtitudes as those tyrants have done, who were slaves 
to their own love of glory and vindictive spirits. 

It is a happy thing when the body is subject to the 
mind, and the mind deeply penetrated witii an habitual 
sense of the authority of God, That we may be placed 
in ^s delightful state, we must give up ourselves to 
the Lord, and pray for the accomplishment of these 
promises, " I will put my spirit within you, and 1 will 
cause you to walk in my statutes :" " The wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Ver. 1. As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, 
so honour is not seemly for afooL 

Snow in summer and rain in harvest are unseason* 
able^ disagreeable^ and sometimes very hurtful. In 
like manner^ honours bestowed on foolish and wicked 
perscms sit very ungracefully on them> and enable 
them often to prove hurtful to their inferiors. When 
Haman was raised to high stati(Hi^ he soon became 
hurtful to all men by his pride ; and if providence had 
not baffled his designs, he would have ruined a whole 
nation of innocent men, and banished true religion out 
of the world. 

This proverb contains a very important instruction 
to those who have the disposal of offices and honours 
hi their hand. By advancing unworthy persons to sta* 
tions of influence in church or state ; they may render 
themselves deeply accountable for the follies and crimes 
of other men. One of the Caliphs of Babylon, was so 
sensible of this, that he voluntarily resigned his autho* 
. rity, and refused to choose his successor, that \^e might 
I not be accountable for his conduct 

Most men are fond of honour and preferment, as if 
haf^ness were inseparably connected with it ; but few 
are sensible how difficult it is to wear honours with a 
' becoming dignity, and how much better the 'providence 
of God has chosen their situation than they could 
have diosen it for themselves. Great numbers of those 
2^nces v^ho make a despicable or hateful Gigaxe in his* 
tory, might have become a private station very well, 
and left the world lamented by all their acquaint^ 
ances. 
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It belongs to God to determine our station in life^ 
and to us to believe that he has determined it in his 
wisdom and goodness^ and to fulfil the duties of it 
without aspiring to those honours that God has not 
been pleased to bestow upon us. 

Those that are in stations of honour ought not ta 
trust for honour to their stations^ but to seek it by wis* 
dom^ without which, their exalted situation will only 
render their disgrace more visible. The infamous 
names of Pilate and Tiberius, and Caiaphas, might have 
been buried with those of the meanest instruments of 
their iniquities^ if they had not, to their great unhappi- 
ness, filled high stations whilst they lived. 

^ Ver. 2. As the bird by nandering, as the srvalhrv by 
fiyingi so the cursi causeless shall not come. 

When you see a bird wandering about, or a swallow 
flying hidier and thither, you are not afraid of any hurt 
from them. They will not touch you, but fly back to 
their nests. You have no ^lore reason to be afraid of 
hurt from unmerited curses, whoever the persons are 
that pronounce them. They are but harmless lighten- 
ings, that will not blast you ; they will fly back to the 
place from which they came, and light with dreadful 
vengeance dn the heads of those who profaned their 
Maker's name, and gave scope to their own malice in 
uttering them ; for, as they delight in cursing, they shall 
have cursing ioi their portion, and unless the pardon- 
ing mercy of God prevent, their curses will enter into 
them like water, and like oil into their bones. 

Groundless fears are real torments, for no passion is^ 
mace distressing than fear ; whether it has sl just cause 
or not, its present efiect is the same, and therefore God 
in mercy has given us antidotes against evary needless 
and unprofitable kind of fear. The curses which bad 
men sometimes pour forth firom their vindictive spirits, 
have such a dreadful sound, that they strike an impress 

3 
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. sion of horror into the tendei spirits of the innocent 
and conscientious^ although they know they have not 
deserved them ; but if our consciences do not condenm 
ns^ we need not be Itfraid of the blasphemous impreca^ 
tiofis of the wicked, although they were expressed in; 
^ the coarsest language of hell. The curses of a conclave 
of cardinfds, or the excommunications of an assembly 
of divines, could do no prejudice to one whom his own 
heart does not reproach. They may open their mouthsr 
wide, and speak great swelling words of terror, but 
their arm is short, and God has not entrusted them 
I with his thunderbolts. Their curses, instead of being- 
j prejudicial, will be very useful to us, if wc are wise 
enough to imitate the conduct of David, whose meek- 
ness was approved, his prayers kindled into a flame of- 
desires, and his hopes invigorated by them *. 

But we have just reason to fear the curse that is not 

causeless. Although persons when they meet with ill 

usage, are not warranted to wish a curse upon those 

that wrojig them, yet the curses that are extorted' 

by anguish from their spirits, will not fall to the; 

ground t. 

i The most jrust curse in the world is the curse of God, 

I that lies upon all the children of disobedience ; and we 

; cannot escape the execution of it, but through Christ 

I who was made a curse in our stead f. 

Ver. S. A mhipfor the horse, a bridle for tht ass, and 
a rod for ihefooVs bach. 

A fool is more brutish than the horse or the ass ; for 
the horse, as well as the ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master's crib, but foolish sinners are insen« 
sible of the obligations they are under, both to God! 
and man. The horse needs the lash to chastise it when 
it is unruly, and to urge its speed when it is dull. The 

* % Sam. ivL 10, 11, 12. Ps. cix* 28. 
t Exod. zxiL 27* X Gal iiLlO, la . 
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s&s, ^hen it was used for ridings needed the bridlie to 
govern its course (or the spar to push it on its wa.y, Sept. y 
The rod is^ equally needful for the fool's back. Are you I 
the unh^py fatliers of foolish chilcken ? you must / 
make use of the rod and.reproc^ to give them wisdom. J 
Are you authorized to bear rule in the church ? the- 
rod of churdi discipline must be a^^lied to offenders^ 
that they may be reclaimed, and others warned. Are- 
you magistrates? the rod which God has put into 
your hands may be a means of preserving young male- 
factors fi^m the gibbet at a more advanced period of 
life. Are you wise ? beware of turning aside unto folly, 
that you may never need the rod. Arc you fools? 
Ic^m wisdom, or do not blame those whom duty and 
diavity will oblige to use the rod for your correction. 
Is it not better that you should be treated by your 
superiors with love, and in the i^irit (^ meekness, than 
to be beaten with die rod ^ Are you obliged, for your 
^ults> to imdergo the pains of church censure or cri« 
mmal law ? Kiss the rod, and sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto you. Have you formerly en- 
dured the rod ? Let the impressions and effects of it 
abide with you for life, lest the sword of divitie ven- 
geance be unsheathed againist you, because you refused « 
to hefur the voice of the rod and him that hath appoints \ 
ed itt. 

Ver. 4. Answer not a fool according to his Jolly ^ lest 
ikou also be like unto him* 

There are many cases in which a fool is to be' heard, 
and not answered at ^1. When a scomer reviles us, it 
IB needless to reprove him for it ; for he is a dog, and 
the best way you can deal with him, is to let him bark 
till he ceases of his own accord: if you cast a stone at 
him, he will only follow you the longer and bark thei: 

^ 1 Cor. iv* 2U t ^rOT. zxix..!. 
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more furiously. When Rabshakeh railed at He^ekialij, 
and blasphemed the God of Israel, the servants of Ho* 
sekiah were expressly forbidden by their master to an* 
ftwer him a wcHrd^ for he knew that an answer would 
only produce some blas|^iemous reply. Our l^ord 
himself c^en kept silence when impertinent questiona 
were -asked at him. He was well acquainted with all 
the secrets of wisdom, and, if he had spok/da, his WOTd^ 
would have been the fittest that could be spoken in 
these cases ; but silence was, in his infaUible judgment 
fitter than any anawer that his perfect wisdom could 
make. 

But most this be a rule for us in every case ? Should 
not the multitude <^ words be answered^ and when the 
fool mocks shall no man make him ashamed ? In many 
cases it is very fit that a fool's words should be answer* 
ed« only you must take care in answering not to imi« 
tate him. If he speaks unreasonable, pro&ne, peevish, 
or^pasdionate w<»rds, you must ndt answer him in hia 
own style« You are angry at him for his folly, and re- 
prove him for the extravagance of hia behaviour, and 
therefore you caimot but confess that yourselves are 
worthy of a very sharp reproof, if you bc^ve like him 
at the v«:y.time that you are testifying your disfdea- 
sure at his ccmduct. You cannot allege that his pas* 
sionate manner of speaking and acting will justify you 
in behaving passionately; for if one fire kindled from 
hell bums so fiercely, and threatens to devour every 
tJiiqg that comes in its way, why should another fii« 
be lighted from*it to do still greater mischief? It he* 
comes not the followers of Jesus to return railing fov 
ratling, or one angry reflection for another, but in what- 
ever manner others talk, our tongues ought still to be 
governed by the law of meekness and charity. 

There are no cases in which this rule is more fre- 
quently trangressed than in religious disputes. Passion 
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«»d railings ^hen they are employed in the support of 
truths appear to many to be just expressions of Chris** 
tian aeal ; ai^d that noble and necessary grace of the 
spirit has been brought into suspicion^ and regarded 
with a vary jealous tye, by rea8<xi of those who have 
substituted ill nature in its place, and called it by a name 
to which it is as well entitled as the prince of darkness 
is to be called an ai^l of light The scripture enjoins 
HHBisters to instruct opposers in meekness \ It declares 
0BcpFessly that th^ wrath of man worketh not the right- 
0oUsneae of God ; and it informs us that Michael^ that 
great prince among the heavenly hosts, durst not bring 
a railing accusati<m against Satan f. 

Ver. a. Aml»€r a fad according ia his foUy, lest he 
he wise in hi^ avon conceit. 

When we answer a fool^ we mast give him the answer 
which his folly deserves and requires. If you do not 
ittMwer him at ^1, other men may believe that he is in 
the right, and where there is any danger of that, the* 
edification of your neighbours calls upon yen to shew 
the Miy of what he has said. Besides, if 1^ is not an- 
swered, he will condude that you cannot answer him, 
and his rktdtf and sdf-oonceit will be increased by 
your silenceu When Job^ friends were all silenced in 
die course of dieir dispute widi him, the next speech 
Whidi the good man delivered is called a parable, or 
commanding speech ^ ; f<Mr he spoke like one that had 
gained the victory, and claimed a right to be bdieved 
in what he said. And the fool when he is not answer- 
ed, will conclude more natundly than such a man as Job, 
that his cause is good ; for although prudence bind up 
y(nxt tongue ftom speaking in the ears of a fod, yet there 
is no tiian that redkoAB himself less a fool than he, or 



• « Tihi. U. 20. GsL Tli 1. t Judc t Job xxvii. 1. 
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ha» less conception of a man's holding his peace, wheD 
he is not baffled in argument. 

It will be doing a good piece of service to the worId» 
and to the fool himself, if you can answer him accord^ 
ing to his £blly» so as to bumble his vanity, and make 
him ashamed of himself. Our Lord triumphed by his 
wisdom over his insolent enemies. When they blamed 
him for curing distressed persons on the Sabbath day». 
he exposed their self-inconsistency and inhumanity, ta 
the convi(^on of the people, and their own shame.. 
When Pilate insolently pretended to a sovereign ppwet 
of life and death, and thereby entrendied on the pre- 
rogatives of the God of heaven, our Lord (who did not 
c^n his mouth, because he knew it was to no purpose, 
to vindicate his own injured character,) gavehis asisuming 
judge an answer which reminded biiai that he was but 
a man. ■ 

Let us seek wisdom from God| that we may know 
when we should speak^ and when we should be silent^ 
and that we may be preserved from ^peaking such things 
aa are improper for the mouths of saints, and taught to 
give an answer with meekness and prudence to the 
words of wise men or fods, aa occasion requires. 

Ver. (f. He that sendelh a messoge 6y the handt of a 
fool, cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. 

It would be very ridiculoua in a man when he sends 
a servant cm an errand, to cut off his feet, and disable 
him from doing that business in which he was employ- 
ing him. It is Equally foolish to employ an unwise or 
unfaithful man in a business of impcnrtance ; for he. i& 
like a man whose feet are cut o% for ai^ good he can^ 
be expected to do, and lus employer not only meets 
with damage in his affairs, but he drinketh damage ia, 
great abundance, losing his reputation for sens^, and 
suf&ring great loss in his important interests. 

This proverb, like many others of them that were co- 
pied out by Hezekiah's men, is instructive chiefljr ta 
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princes and oAer great men ; but it is not without Its 
use to us also in the management of our less important 
concerns^ which we ought for our credit and comfort to 
ikianage with prudence ; and one great branch of pru- 
dence^ consists in employing diose to assist us in any 
affair^ who will discharge that trust like wise and honest 
men. Have we a vote in the election of the legislative 
body ? We are accountable for the use we make of it; 
If we choose for our representative, one that is likely to 
betray the interests of the nation^ for serving his private 
interest^ or the purposes of a faction^ we concur^ in his 
persdn, in all the puUic mischief that he does. Do we 
choose a minister to ti^e the oversight of our souls ? 
We must beware of fixing our choice upon an ignorant^ 
or erroneous, or graceless man, otherwise we cut out 
the tongue, (to use Solomon's style,) and bring great 
damage, for ought we know, not only upon our own- 
souls, but upon the souls of thousands of our fellow 
men. 

Ver. 7* The legi of the lame are not equal; so is a pa* 
rable in the mouth qfjbols, 

A lame man is very untowardsome in his manner of 
walking. But a fool appears with a still worse grace 
when he presumes to talk of subjects beyond his reach, 
<ir to speak in |»raise of those virtues to which he is a 
total stranger in his practice. A clown would be laugh* 
ed at, if he were to talk about Greek and Hebrew, and 
navigaticm, and court breeding ; but it would fill a per- 
son with mdignation, to hear a thief speak in praise <^ 
justice, a drunkard commend temperance, or a hypocrite 
talk in prais^ of the uprightness of David. Our tongues 
and our lives must be of a piece, otherwise all our pro- 
j^Msions will serve no other purpose but to condemn 
ourselves, and to procure us a portion in the other world 
witfarhypocrites. A grave and wise sentence becomes 
the mouth of a wise isnd holy man. It is very unbe« 
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ooming in ft Chhsdan to be >ileni oo oocunons w)ien 
he is called to glorify God or edify 9ae&> and it is alUl 
more imbeooming in a saints to allow himaelf «i any 
occasion ii^ foolish and vain talkinig; but wh^i open 
sinners pro&ne the scripture and religion^ by thetr un* 
hallowed mouths, they are like an ass dressing him* 
selfin a lion's skin, or a devil traBS&fmiiig himself i»feo 
an angel of light. 

There must be a conformity between every part «f 
our character and oonductt if we wish to be upri^§^ fl| 
the way of the Lord, and like Caleb and Joshua to follow 
the Lord fully. No man in this world is perfect m 
wisdom and goodness, but an uni&miity <^ conduct in 
the general course of life is attainable. Althou^ we 
cannot all run in the way of God's commandments, «r 
mount up with wings as eagles, yet we may walk cm 
with an even course in the way ef holiness, shewing an 
equal respect to those precepts which regard our speech 
and to those whidi regulate our heart and conversalaon. 
God denounces vengeance upon those h3rpocritet that 
take his covenant into their mouths, wh&st they join 
with the widsed in thebttnful courses s butto him that 
ordereth his conversation aright) he promises to shew 
the salvation <^ God *• 

Ver. 8. A$ he thai hinieth a 9t<me hi a tlmgf iakht 
thai giveih honour io afooU 

Honour is not seemly for a fod, and he that gives 
him honour is himself a fool> for he acts like one that 
means to sliog a stnM 2A some mark, imd yet binds it 
1:4^ in the sling that it eannot get away firom it. He 
disappomts his own intentions by taking the most ab- 
surd m^ans in the world lao accomplish them. When 
we give our applause to foolish persons, expecting feheit 
fiivour, or h^ing that our praise will induce them to 
■ . .1 .1 I ll' ■■ ■ ,.,..^,.i.^, I < ■ ■ »,, ( ,, 
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vespfet their own honour in dieir inaEnner of conduct^ 
we onljnnake them more self*sufficient and dcHnineer- 
mg, and swell that pride in their hearts whidi makes 
them iniiiffiBr«l)le to all about them. If those that hs^ 
the disposal of high offices bestow them upon unde- 
tMrdng men, ikey are only preparing disgraoe and re- 
pentance for themselves ; as king Ahasuerus found to 
hiB great vexation^ when he was deceived so far by that 
wicked niinirter whom he had ^lishly advanced, that 
lie ignoimotly s^;ned a death^W4ttTant for his much lov- 
«d queen 4iad her whj[de nation. M^i cannot search 
llie heaits of thmr fellow-creatures^ and if tl^y are the 
xneans.of a<^andng some to public offices who disap- 
point the hopes that were entertained of them, they 
eannotlw^ it. But we can €sna. some probable opin« 
•oiiB of die dispoikions of men from their behaviour^ 
«nd ought to do «o, betoe we take any share in pkcing 
them in those stations where they are likely to do mudi 
^pood or much hint. Besides^ we should pray to the 
Seardier of hearts to direct our judgments on all sudi 
tMXsasionSy as we find the disciples did in the choice of 
' «n aposde. Without consideration and prayer^ we run 
« great risk of sharing in other men's sins, when we 
contribute to the elevation of men to places, where, if 
diey foe fbols» they will find great scope for their folly. 
But does not God hims^ citen give honour to fools? 
Yes. But who art thou, O man, that settest thy heart like 
the heart <^God ? God is the absolute sovereign of the 
woild, and is not bound to give an afX»>unt of any of 
his matters. He is the judgie of nations, who has a 
right to punish men by subjecting them to the power 
ti ihoLs. He is the infinitely wise God, who brings 
good out ci evil. We must be holy, as God is holy ; 
iHit we must not pretend to claim the prerogatives of 
B o veg cignt y, because God is the sovereign of the world. 
Our business is to acquiesce in the disposals of God> to 
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I adore where we cannot comprehend him^ and to r^g^ 
late our conduct not by his secret, but his rereaM 

\ will ; and we are thereby taught that bad men oi^^ 
Co be despised in our eyes, and that we must honour 
them that fisar the Lord \ 

Ver. 9. As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunks 
ord, so is a paraUe in the mouth of fools. 

Wise and holy sayings, especially cm deep and my»« 
tenous subjects, are not cmly^im^Hfoper for the mooUi 
of fools, but often hurtful to themselves and.oAers* 
They are like thorns, or sharp-pointed weiq^ons in the . 
hands of drunkai^s, which wound the hands diat hcdd 
them, and maybe used to wound others tkit happen to 
be in company with them. 

Proverbs iave smnetimes been hurtful even in the 
mouths of wise met?., through the imperfieddcm of Jheir 
wisdom. Job's friends dealt much in parable^ whidi 
they had learned by tradition firom their wise ancestor^ 
. but they misapplied them to the case of Job ; and al- 
though they meant to j^ead the cause of God, yet titty 
displeased him so much by their uncharitable speeches 
against Job, whidi th^ drew, by unjust inference, from 
undoubted truths, that he told them they had not spo- 
ken the thing that was right concerning him as his 
servant Job had done. If Job had not been a stroiig 

I bdiever, their management of truth must have sunk 

\ him into despond^icy. 

If wise and holy men have done hurt to themsdves 
and others, by meddling with parables beyond their 
capacity, or by unjust comments upon them, what mk- 
chief may a fool do by dealing in them! When he 
speaks of the wonderful mercy of God, he will praise 
it at the expence of divine justice, and mium the at- 
tributes of God by dashing them one against another. 

* Fsalm XT. h 
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Whim he speaks of the necessity and beauty of holi- 
ness, hie will bestow on it a part of that glory which is 
due to Christ: When he speaks of die efficacy of the 
atonement, he wiH insinuate encouragements to sin in- 
to the minds of his hearers. Every doctrine will be 
perverted by his management; or, if he speaks correct- 
ly and properly <mi any religious subject, yet the in* 
consistency of his life with his words, will bring 6us« 
pidons to the prejudice of truth into the minds of 
those that converse with him. And if he shews the 
true way to heaven, and yet takes the road to hell; 
those who pay any regard to him, will be disposed to* 
think that the way in which he chooses to walk is pre« 
ferable in his eyes to that of which he only talks. - 
From this proverb we learn, that all ministers of the 
gospel must be men of knowledge, soundness in the 
faith, and a pious conversation. Without the former 
qualities, they cannot hapdle the word of God in an 
edifying manner, and may pervert precious souls. With- 
out the latter, their conversation will do more evil than 
their sermons can do good. 

Christians ought to have their speech seasoned with 
salt. Knowledge of the form of sound words is neces- 
sary td furnish their lips with this kind of discourse ; 
arid their practice iffust correspond with their wordsi 
otherwise they make themselves, and, perhaps, their 
profession likewise, to be abhorred. 

Ver. 10. The great God that formed all things; both 
retvardeth (he fool and retvardelh transgressors. 

Sinners shall in due time be punished, whether their 
wielded courses are the effect of folly and inconsidera- 
tion, cft of stubborn and hardened dispositions. Fools 
will not bie exinised, because they did not know, or 
did not think upon the evil of their courses ; for men 
are accoumable not only for the knowledge thejr-po*, 
sessed, but likewise for that whlcH they might have 
Vol, ir. M 
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IPAl ^ tbtj lukl not wickedly n^kctidto quiImi tv^ 
of tbe 9MiD8 of grafifi, and tp improve tho^a takno 
wlM^ '^"'^'^ giv^en tliem; aaour Loid dearly shows q 
Uie pai^Ifl con cfm in g Uie talents*, whete he tdls^ ns^ 
that the man who had received btttoae taLmt was pu* 
nished, Qotlbr qtending. itm.notaQd dissipatioxiy biyt 
;Qar hidiog it io^ a napkixb 

. Tho«# that, have been eminent teaBsgressors^ that 
have sd^elled against the light,, and stifled the loud 
cbimocuni of their consciences^, and led others in the waj 
qfsin^ shall be xewaided in^pn^rtion to the greatness 
wd.aggDurations of their <^<nices* Every sinner tbi^ 
ogiBtmues:ini{«eQHent shall receive from God th^ ce* 
oompense of hias^rror which is meet; and divine on^ 
niscisnca and jnatioe shall shine in propcntioning the 
e^rverity of punishment to the natujw and number, of thf 
^Sanoea that have procured it*. 

The judge of all the earth is^tfae great God,- who is 
clothed wth tepable mi^esfy. His greatness shews the 
greatnessof the evil of sin, to. the greater, that any sov 
perior is, the more aggravated is any instance of.disxe* 
sped shewed to hinu God is infinitely great*, and theore- 
f(Ove we ase under infinite obligaticm. to obey him ; and 
if we transgress his laws^ that grandeur which was im 
aulted by our disobedience^ must be vindicated and 
gjbrified by inflicting a vengeance worthy of itself. It 
is a terrible thing to provdw the wrath of a prince^ but 
who knoweA the power of (Jed's, ang^ ? Aocardjng 
to his fear so is his wrath« 

God is the former of i^ things^ and he made, all 

things for himself* and will not suffer his treatnres to 

^rus^nte his purpose of glory to his own name. Ba« 

[ tional creatures may abuse the,j^fts of reason and free 

\ will, to the dishonour of the Almij^ily ;.butif he is not 

lii M " III ' ^ - " ' ' " " ■ ' " ■■■■■■■ n w ■■■ 
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gtoxified in die obedience of Kis laws^ he will be glari« 
fied in the execution of the penalties denounced in them 
against transgressors^ who shall be punished with evofu 
lasting destruction from the presence of the hcfrd, and 
from the glory of his power. Revenging justice bdongs 
io the great Creator. He punished sin even in lis-own 
beloved Son^ who never kn^w sin ; ftnr the Lord amie 
the iniquities of all his people to meet in Ghnst^ and 
hewas oppressed an J afflicted^ and braised> and put ID 
un^akable grief. He pardons^ no sm to any man, 
t hat was not fir st puniaheSmTQ^r^ ; and if the great 
God dealt in this awful manner with his own Son, and 
with his chosen people in the person oT their surety, 
how can impenitent and hardened sinners escape tte 
dimmationofhell? Th^ sometimes indulge hopes that 
the God who made them will iwt finaBy destroy thsrar; 
but thdr obligations to God as their Creator and pro* 
server^ makethdr sins inexcusable, and therefore be 
tiiat made them will not have mercy upon them. It is 
true4ie gives them space fbr repentance at present and 
loudly calls them to turn and live, and swears by h» 
own life that he has no pleasure that they should die ^. 
But the words of this gracious^ oath are a plain evidence 
that the glorious mercy of the Lcnrd will not; estempt 
from punishment the obstinate sinner who goe» on still 
in his trespasses. To those that are found unb^evin|^ 
and impenitent^ the precious displays of graee will at 
last be like rivers of oil to enrage those ftanesinwilidl 
they are tormented. 

This text has. a very different translation in the mani 

gin, which appears agreeable enough to the original : 

[.A great man grieveth all, and he kireik thejboi, hekireik 

also transgressors. This makes it a politicid instmetlmr, 

teaching us wHat mischief a prince doer to the country 

• Izek. nw^U lU 
M2 
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by employing fbolish and wicked ministers. This was 
exemplified in the administration of Saul^ who did great 
hurt to the nation^ and grieved the hearts of all lovers 
of their country^ by employing such ruffians in his 
service as Doeg the Edomite. We are accountable not 
only for the mischiefs which we do with our own 
handsy or by the orders, which we give, but likewise 
for those which we do^ by enabling persons of corrupt 
dispositions to gratify them, to the hurt of other men. 
If one puts a sword into the hand of a drunkard, or 
madman, he deserves to be punished for all the mis- 
chief that follows upon it. 

Ver. 11. As a dog relumetk to his vomit, so ajbdre- 
iumeih to JusfoUy. 

Sin is called by the worst names in Scripture, and 
the vileness of it is represented by comparisons taken 
from the most loathsome objects. It is folly, it is the 
vomit of a dog> it is the poison of asps, it is the super- 
fluity of naughtiness ; but no words are sufficient to de- 
scribe, no images are sufficient to represent, the roaiig« 
nity d£ sin. The worst thing that can be said of any 
sin is, that it is exceeding sinful. Sinners are fools and 
dogs. All sinners are unclean beasts ; and some have 
80 much of the temper of a surly dog» that Christ for* 
bids us to admonish them, lest they should turn and 
rend us. 

When sinners hear of the vengeance of the great 
Creator against themselves, they are sometimes startled, 
and in some degree convinced of the necessity of re« 
fcnrmation ; and therefore they will stop short in their 
wicked course, and forbear those gross sins which press 
bard upon their consciences, and, like Herod, do many 
things which they are commanded to do, that they may 
obtain some ease to their minds> and reputation among 
saints ; but, unless their nature is renewed by the grace 
of the Spirit, which turns dogs into sheep, their hearts 
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are still much tiie same as formerly. Their awakened 
consciences resist sin ; but thdr love to it is not dimi- 
nished ; and for the most part their corruptions obtain 
the victory over their consciences^ and they return to 
their former course 6f life with redoubled eagerness. 

The sight of a dog returning to his vomit is very 
loathsome ; but it is much more detestable for sinners 
to return to their former wickedness. Nothing is more 
dishonouring to God, or insulting %o his majesty ; no- 
thing is more hurtful to the souls of men^ and especi- 
ally of the sinner himself; for if any man draw back, it 
is to perdition of the most terrible kind. Impenitent 
sinners, that never shewed any disposition to repent, 
shall be severely punished ; but not so severely as those 
who, after they have known and tried the way of righ- 
teousness, have turned aside from the holy command* 
ment delivered unto themr The reproach which they 
east upon God, as if miquity w^re to be found in him, 
is intolerably provoking; and God, in righteous judg- 
ment, suffers the devil, when he returns into thesis 
Wretches, to take widi him seven devils, and die last 
state of that man becomes worse than the first. 

Turn, O ye fools, at the reproof of wisdom ; but if 
ye will return, return unto the Lord^ and put away iall 
your abominations ; make to yourselves a new heart, 
and a new spirit ; and if ye cannot perform this great 
work, (as indeed ye can no more make to yourselves a 
new heart than a new heaven and earth) give the Lord 
no rest till he perform his great promise of making you 
a new heart and a new spirit A dog chained, and si- 
lenced from barking, is a dog stilly and cannot find en- 
trance int6 heaven*. Yoii must be created aneiKr in 
Christ Jesus, otherwise your partial reformaticxis will 
only tend to your greater security in your present ccm« 

♦ Rev. xxii. IS. 
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te yanar ^eater ri^oach, wlim your •oUtio- 
tknB«i>e stifled by the n^ of year twrriTtipr pfWimin 
BtA Id your greater ^OQndeaiBfttiMi in die day oflhr 
LmriL 

Vm. ^. ifeM lAoM « mm n4H m Am OMiiMfldii^? 
ikere mmorehapeqfaf0d4k«mqfhim. 

VOkmummhoB left seHie^f iik follitt|> ]Mddttl4» 
biniMlf .a neir^man ; ciU d)h^^ lie,im4gAes».ai»fiMged 
swB^y and dl ty&gi axe beeome new ; £Mr Aere jdie* 
thii^ in Irhick the polirer <£ foUy qipiears |» « gttal» 
degree, than in the ju^^ment Mriiicb a iBo^ ^pUBSesxsi 
I IrimseHl For thb reeaen these feob «re hi the mattt 
dangereus odnditiim of all others, whoperaiuute thenb- 
wtiweB, either from some change in dieir conduet^iHr 
fhmi any other eanse^diat they are beonoe wise. Many 
of the pnhlicam hend with pleasure thersevmeoaof 
Jc4m Baptistt and of CSnristi coneenmig repetttanoe; 
whilst the self*conoeited Pharisees . ami scribes jvq^oled 
the -ccHinsel ef 6ed egdnit themsehres. The GeotileB 
in like voMtoaer were made te see the i^y and wrelob- 
edness^tiidriiMfaier «o«r8e<;f liii, «nd'te receivie «cth 
thankfuhiess the oSe^ of a better Tightsousttesa iben 
ttieir own» wl^t IsannAf trusting to their ownrrigfate* 
ansness, did not si4»Biit te the i^ghteeusness of <9ed» 

Thare is some hope ef a focd ^idasiBaier^ if you ^Mui 
mdKhim seaHy to believe that hen wh«t he is. Xh^ 
firstlessoa to be learned in the sdiool<^ wisdoB^ i^iQiW 
own fo%\ And when w^e are deeply sensible -of ihia 
truths dw le^dation dT Chiist, us our wisdom, and fut 
sahratsen, wiU be pleasant io our ears ; but if w«,«till 
think ourselves wise, wihen we are fecAa^, we ahaliflesi* 
i pise Christ as much as tike phacrisees did, and thedia- 
op^Bries of ihe Coapei will be leither tdle^t«k% jrfitr < 
less stuC «^ Qtur apprehension* 



♦ 1 eor.m,18. 
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:W(m t&then ^Hit Jatt wiMon iMr tma ocncarit, ^oA 
11% ) iiraf tto^JtM^yfesMtSs some of ickat Ikkid ^irk« 

their «oidf whbisteraiiJveKitfMe^ becaufle^ in Adr ^m&i 
^imon of their own und^rstUidiBgs^ l^4*«}0etwltild 
^gitt of tbe w«r]flL ^ F&t ^dgn^rt;/' bv^ «ir Lord^ 
^'^utt I attne into this worlds that tttty niudm^e not 
mif^ 86^ "Mid that they irfbkk see tti{^ be made 
ltfnl»'^ ;Ni»e aiiewoie blind 'dian dtose^vvho ai*et«^e8t 
m^aiy^, ^/nUhltke^bmhieeB, *' «ii« ifre Mind tifeo F* lliey 
mf^taHb^^Off 8«ei «ndtfeac»«irayi&4e«bu8e^'fromthein« 
«atora%iu«d itell %a^ ^ihs niortlfication, nt fhe great 
4Bf, t»&id[ Itet God lias revealed Aose things mrto 
bilMff ^nfcitih he has biddeB^rem tte wiseimd prudentf^. 
¥er. 1^ S^wM^mon mnA^ <Aere ir a Son infkt 

' IWdmMpttbteeii^nittiyprcrverbft agsfinst^stotlilfdl-i 
in'tdsmmedltien of this book. Hiem^dfHe- 
i«peai€ semU of them^ and joia some <idiers to 
jkMm en ti» same-sobject* 

The sbAefel num is rednoed to sadi pieiM ^taftsfat 

sMiifiniglnS'eondiiety^hathesdth^ contrary to jeJlrea* 

isiBi «p<-ei | « ri enc e, that diere is a Hon in 1^ way^ and 

tibathenuQT beldUedin l3te Taiy streets of ibe d^ If 

lM^4tMld go fertk to Ms woik. This ii^t»f idodi ia 

iiiVioAiiiiglBiere'dbserwUetlmnin the^xcusM 

ffemato for «xcitnng themsdtves ^from the daties t]f T^ 

/ i^km* Hie Afit Christians never minded lions^ when 

/ Hof^^Hte^mtbn path of ^utyt> for they were deeply 

[ Inyf Dasod with tbe love of CSvist^ who regarded nei* 

\ dnrlte b^ls cf Baahan, nor the Uons of die pit, in 

Ml 
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^ Itrorking out their ^dvation; but idieii «we mdflr Mi« 
ghm our smallest concern^ a frown» ,or a jeer^ or a ftw- 
, drops of rain, win be a suffieient resscm to usibr^e* 
] clining the most importaiit sanrioes. We d»Mild re« 
• member that our consciences are God's deputks m oat 
bosoms, and not bribe them to sustain any plea that intt 
\ be rijected by our Judge*. 

Ver. 14. Mike door turheth Mtpon Ms Mnges, so d(^ 
the slothful upon his bed. 

. How dearly does the sluggsrd love his sl^eep j \mt^ t^ 
his great ye3uition, he cannot sle^ always» W1k)i. he 
finds himself half awake^ and wearied with lying so 
long, he tri^ to get a little morefle^ byduupgipg 
^bis posture. As the door turns uppn its biiigH»ln^.fl^ 
continues in the same place, so th^ sluggard tumt fixm> 
one part of his bed to another, and fsam his ti^^ sidet 
to his left, and then he turns himself on his batdc^ and 
on his £ice ; for to put on his clothes is a dresdfld aid. 
intolerable toil. But when every part of his body is 
wearied with th^ fatigue of lying and turning, be tismr. 
^ draws to his dothes^ and with great di^icii^ty gista 
them thrown about liim, and peHiaps .necf8si^<op irea* 
rlness drives him to some kind of work ; bt^ still rb^ is 
like a door moving upon its hinges, iox he <«^y teifle^ 
about the most serious afikir^ and the ni^^ ^ids his 
work in much the same state as the mornings 
. In this manner do sluj^ards trifle and sle^ >iot«l4y 
in the things that concern their present JiappinesSj but 
in things of awful and eternal consequence. As i^they 
could work out their salvation with £unt. wishes^ and 
spiritless endeavours, their hearts sleep w^i^n j^^p^ai^ 
^alli^g on God for the pardon of Uieir sinsy and when 
^ey come to church, the words of the preapherar^ £ur, 
gotten almost as soon as they are heard ; and it isten to- 
pne but their pew sepves for a bed« ai|d the b^pk-board 

•— — — — • ri ■ J*, 

♦ Chsp, xxH 13. 
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im a pillow to tiiem; and^ as if the devil ^lad given 
f^&EOL some opium on the Sabbath momiitg, they can 
scaredy be awakened out of their sleep by the united 
voices of the congregation in the praises of Godr. 

Alas ! how do men loiter and doze away their time, 

whidi can never be recalled^ whilst their grand adver- 

Mury is ever busy and watchful for their ruin. Awake^ 

sleepers^ and call upon your God. Who knows but 

God may think upon you^ that you perish not ! 

As drunkards and gluttons enjoy less pleasure in 

/ eating and drinking than the sober and temperate, 

I 00 the sluggard never enjoys that sweet and delightful 

j sleep by which the labourer is refreshed; for his excess 

1 in this bodily indulgence^ makes his slumbers broken 

\ and interrupted ; nor can he taste that pleasure in eat« 

I ing which odier men enjoy, for although he could pro* 

\ eure meat without work, eating is a toil to him. 

Ver 15. TkedaOifid Mdeth hU hand in his bosom, it 
grietf^ him io bring U again to his mouth. 

This is a strong expression of the power of laziness, 
«iid yet it is literally true of the spiritual sluggard, who 
will not put forth his hand to receive the richest bless- 
mgSt nor open his mouth to eat that which is good*. 

But yrhea laziness is so prodigiously foolish^ and pro- 
ductive of such mischiefs, may not the sluggard be rea« 
sonad iirto another kind of behaviour ? 

Ver 16. The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than 
sewn men that can render a reason. 

He reckons himself wiser than all the seven wise 
men of Greece put together. The wisdom of Chalcol 
and Darda^ and Ethan and Heman, and Solomon, in 
one man> could not convince him of his folly. «« What,"^ 
says he, *•' if I should go forth to work in such a sultry 
day, I might catch an headach ; and an headach cost 
die ^unamite's son his life. If I should expose my« 
self to the terrible cold of "Winter, I might catch a cold 



Chap xjx. 24» 
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thaturoiild haag ea a femr or« oonanapti^j&reQltf 
it tbebegiimiiig4>f almodt all diaaasasj a9d«batit4i 
little worldly gain oompared te 4me's Leakh or M&ii Ia 
not a life of ease and traBq^oiUity incotapuahlj better^ 
thoc^h attended with pover^^ than a Hfe of toil and 
anxiety with ridiee ?"The8e and the like reasoiiB fiar bi^^ 
behaviour^ i^ipear to him demoBttrati(»i^ and his dk^ 
eas^ is incuraUke, beqause he cannot be made to beliovfr 
that he is sick. 
r Self conceit never MLs to attend i^ickiial sloth ; for 
it prevents the receiving tii those instradions that tffliA 
to the humiliatiiMi of the soul. Kings we^ cowiTnaHd^ 
ed by Moses to read the BiUe with care^ that their 
hearts might notbe lifted up above their brethnen j for 
truths abound in tl^ SiTipture^ of sovereign efficacy ta 
mortify pride ; but the sluggard never learned them, or 
will not take the trouble ^thinking npon them. Hehast 
perhaps heard or read» that wisdom's ways are plea^ 
santness, and firom. thence concludes that they ave fiaol^ 
who are at the pains to enter into the strut gate^. or 
walk in the narrow way« He expects, by the gift;, 
of grace, to obtain heaven, as well as the most laboR'-^ 
ous Christian ; and thinks himself a Sot happier 'an4. 
wiser man, than those who work out their sfjvaticm 
with fear and trembling. 

None are more foolish than those who have the high- 
est opinion of their own wisdom. Those oldy are truly 
wise, whose understandings and wills are r^;ulated by, 
the wisdom and will of God, revealed in his word. 

Ver. 17. He that patseth bt^, andmeddldh tvUh Urife^^ 
belonging not to him, is like a man thai taktlh a dog igf 
the ears. 

He that takes a dog by theears, can scavcely esciq^ 
without a wound, for the enraged cur will beaare t» 
leap at him as soon as it finds itself at lib^r^ j and be- 
that interests himself in quarrels that he has no b«3K 
Qess with* can as little expect to escape, unhurt^ 
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it-^^ on poB69^jr avmd it; for contentioii is fikeca 
lAfidiiomable gui£, Into ^dadi a aum may easily \e&p$ 
but i^ffl £nd it a great difficulty to get out ; but it is th0 
Ik^^ of folly for mmi to engage m quarrels wbexe 
tbey hacvt no Imerest, for "we cannot derive any advan- 
toge, and are Tery likely to get modi daaiage from it. 
If ire can make peace, by interposing between con- 
Wnding parties^ and pwsuadaig them, in tlie s^nrit of 
ixKeiaiesSy tocompDse their differences^ ve are doing a 
very good work^ and are In little more danger tlian a 
Hian diat is casting a piece of bread to a dog ; and yet> 
if eidier of &e parties hare a contentious spirit, his an« 
gry passions may lead him to say very disagreeable 
tt^gs to the most ^ietidfy mediait<Nr, as t^e qmarreU 
some Isradites did to Moses in a like case. But if w« 
become a partner in the dispute, by taking one of tha 
ttctes, we will either receive Uows, or hear something 
to inflame <mr pasnons into rage^ or saffer some mis« 
chief on anotiier occasion, from the person whom we 
have ofikided. The apostle Peter insinuates to us that 
men are very liable to stdfer by tins means, and that 
WBdkani^ of Uiis kind de not become saints. * If any 
man suffinr, let htm not suffer as a thief^ or as a busy 
body in other men'a matters." 

Let us therefore study to be quiet and to do onr'own 
business, and this will keep us from thrusting ourselves 
into die busiiwss of other m«i. 

Vec IB* As a mad^pmi who caUethfire^hrunds, arn 
rowsy and dmik ; 

V«r. 19. So is ike man that deceive his neig^our, 
and saiih, Am nUlm sport f^ 

The apostle forbids all that kind of jesting, which is 
ni^ coBv«ni»it. A jest is not in every case unlawful ; 
bat it m unwise and wicked, under pretence of jest, 
ing, to expose our friends and neighbours to scorn, or 
to say sometlmigtibat will inflame their passions^ and 
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kindle op strifb and contention. It is still worse^to 
deceive and flatter them into something Aat iHll prove 
hurtful to their interests, or prejudicial to their soiils, 
and then to pretend that we were only amusing our- 
selves with a little harmless diversion! No diversion 
is harmless that puts an honest man to the Hush, or 
wounds his spirit or his interests. He that sports him* 
self in this rude and unchri^ian manner, k like a real 
or pretended madman, that amuses hims^with cast^ 
ing about at random firebrands, and arrows, and other 
instruments of death. 

, Let those that would be wits at the expence of fHend« 
ship and charity, consider in what class c^ men S<^o» 
roon so justly, places th^n, and be ashamed. He 
counts them not only fools but madmen, and ranks 
them witib the worst kind of madmen. In th^ height of 
their rage. 

But may not a man use freedoms with a friend ? Yes. 
But such freedoms only as cement friendship,, and 
not those freedoms that turn a friend into an enemy. 

To carry on a scheme of imposition, under the maA 
of friendship, is the worst kind of wickedness, and f^aces 
a man in the same black list with Joab and Judaa. 
There are some men wi^ whom it is safbr to be at va« 
riance than to possess their friendship.' From sudi 
friends may the good Lord deliver us ; £<Hr opea ene- 
mies are far less dangerous. 

Ver. 20. Where no wood U, there the Jire goeik 
out, id wjiere there is no tale bearer the strife ceaseth. 

A tale bearer is one who tells stories that ought not 
to be told, Vhether true or false, wheAer fairly or un- 
fairly represented ; and the worst kind of tak bearevt 
are those who teU their etarle^ to those who tare most 
likely to be provoked by them, and at the same time 
do not wish to be mentioned as authors of the 8tovy» 
or witnessea in it / 

* There is sopaetimes a propriety in teJUng secret, sto. 
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ries; ai)dGedaliah lost htt life by carrying his contenopt 
of this mean vice to excess ; but the most part of those 
that carry tales of their neighbours are to be numb^- 
ed not only with the basest, but with the most pernici- 
ous of mankind. They are serpents in the way, and 
adders in the path ; they are firebrands kindled from 
hell, that kindle a fire among men, which spreads from 
ope to another, till parishes and counties are in dan« 
gfit ofbeihgsetonfire. 

He that listens to tale-bearers, is like a man that 
sees a house ready to be set on fire, and uses no means 
to prevent it He tiiat tum»an angry countenance to 
the back.biter, is the friend of mankind, who carries 
wittier to quench the burning. 

It were hxppy for socie^ if such pernicious mem« 
bers could be banished from it, for they are like mad- 
men that cast around firebrands ; but as we live in a 
world mheux sudi incendiaries are still going about, we 
should do what we can to prevent them &oja carrying 
any icoals firom our own houses, or fetdhing them with* 
moific walls. 

. Tde beams little consider the evU they are doing, 
and the ext^t of that mischief which may be justly 
Axtged ap<m them, or the misery they are heaping up 
£ot themselves, few they shall (unless pardon interpose) 
becastintoadeeppit, and a fi^ furnace, firom whence 
Aey shall never get out •. 

• Contentious men are the brethren and friends of the 
tale bearto, and merit the same censure and condem- 
ntftioB. 

Ver. 21. As coals are to burning coals, <md wood to- 
Jbrei so is a ooniCMUcus wan io kindle strife. 

Men of proud, and pasuonate, and selfish spirits, 
give scope to their corrupt dispositions in kindlmg 
strife and ddl>atc,. which seem to be a s agreeable to 

• Ps.cxli. 
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tliem ttmfiiiteaie^vrfioiiimdy tof«riALW]Ui4boUL 

We oagbt to HMPcnd tiw society ofMcil poMm. if#e^ 

art out tote tiieir oompoigr, itit«hMlm«efyi»o«M«if 

for UB to keep a itrict gmard over our hmiM tsod-eax 

iongaeiB; for tWirynfyokii^4ireedacuig w<»d8>lw#e 

tlie same tmiidency te Ju&tfle atcife, im biimkig ooale 

fatfvetoft^idledry^oodii^ailame. The^onA^Ml- 

tieii tbat ims raised l^ Konh, and tbat wiudi >pms 

kindled by Sheba the son. of Bidm^ eoon qnead iteeif 

tfaiaugh sdl dM amiiea «f IsraeL 

1 Let sietie wko ^cadls iMmself « ChiMma -giire fliqr 

i oecasum t^caU bin a oontcntitms man, ibi' €%iiitie 

|tke^4tioe«f pcMe; kis^oqieliBtfaefoflpdof pcim» 

iand aU that believe it in tmtiijas the jbohs and tlie Jtfr* 
eni^peaoe; but thelovera afatrifiiaveciHidfienofIhe 
vricked^ie. 

aniihty god^nm in^o ikeimiemmi pat^ 9f4ke hsB^. 

This proverb ^iv«s inserted by Soi^noaMttisBlf, dvqp. 
xvUi. a. but the men of Htseksah aimez itto UieAmri wr 
proverbs about contention ; for they wished if p oe si Me 
to bani^ tde^beaiing, dutgnoideiigiaeof miadd^ 
ootof tlie world. 
I Ver. 38. Burning U^^ 4md a t$khed himi, oneMto 
\ poltskerd c&»ered^lk 'tihfer 4rwi* 

Every tkkig '^st fitters is not pieekniis metai. Y<m 

may sometimes observe a piece i^metal tku/t yon take 

to be silveri and yct^ mrfaeii you exanine it, tiiere 

is notluDg but atiKb ant^we o£ wibrer duoss, ivludi 

J conceals a worthless piece of potsherd belqw it LQce 

i to tliis i& a wi<^Ged lyspeeitkn concealed utider Ae 

t mask of a tongue duit flames with hdy seid, or borni 

'^ with professions of the most «rdeiit friendriup. 

The Phjuisees, in the time ^ cmat Lord's faunUed 
gtate^were men of thisdiyowtion»and t he re for e hewmi^ 
pares them to whited sepuldires. They were enemi ee 
to all goodness^ and yet their zeal for religion was so 
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gi^tthflt Christ Jiiinfielf 'was a profioie peESon, if Aeir 
teituaioi^ waB€^any worth. These abMoinable hypo- 
critQSiire a finudce in God!a noBtcils, a fire that J^imietii 
allthedagr. 

Tbene wtesome that practise the like hypocrisy to« 
wards their &II0W men* and they are the most danger* 
ouflimembers of society that can be foond in the world. 
AbsaiUmL was a perfect master in hoik these kinds of 
hypoi^dfi|y» and therefore his name will be in£unoua 
whilst the world stands** i^^;ainst those who cover 
^eir malignity with professions of kindness, we are 
warned in the foUowing mwses. 

Ver. S4h He that haieth, dU$emUeth wUh Ms l^, and 
loj^ up d^eii.mikin him* 

Ver. 25. When he ^oketA fior, heUeoe him not j Jbr 
there are seven abominakont in hit heart. 

A passioQi^ man is dangerous ^ but, if you are on 
your guards the duiger will sooo be over; the malici- 
ous man is £ur worsei and much more dangenmsy for his 
hatred ferments in his heart, and his head is, in the mean 
timet {MTojeeting methods €ar wreaking it in audi a man* 
ner as will bejMfesr to^hjjaagf^ft and most sfennnii^ to 
its obje ct He is not like ike dog that barks be^re 
it bites, otherwise you might atand to your own do* 
fenoe; but he is a dog that &wns upon you, and^ 
when you are never dreaming of it; falls upon you, 
and inflicts an unexpected and dangerous wound. So* 
liWion wains you that your safe^ lies in refusing to 
trust him^ even when he makes the largest precessions 
of friendship. When he apeaketh fair, believe him not> 
although be shcmld swear to the tiruth <Ca]l iie says. If 
you have any reason, fr(»n your knowledge of a man'a I 
disposition, or ij^om ^his ^srmer behaviour, to tl^nk tiiat } 
he is one of this stan^ and oi^iable of such widked oon-> ! 
dttfit, bis ard^it professifwa of love should rather con* { 
firm than remove your stt^icions of him ; (tit the dark* 

* 2 Sam. xiii. iZ^2^, zIt. 3. 
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est designs are always covered under the greatest showtf' 
of virtue and friendship. You may as safely believe the 
devO himself as one that joins malignity of heart with 
flattery and caresses, for he is a man after ^e devil's 
own heart His character is a compound of all those 
vices of the blackest and the meanest kind^ that make 
a consummate villain, and render a man a disgrace to 
human nature, by his exact resemblance to those infer* 
nal fiends who are to be dreaded equally for their ma* 
lice and subtilty. Abner and Amasa lost their lives by 
believing a man of this character. 

But the providence of God will not always bear with 
such abominable wretches. 

Ver. 26. Whose hatred is covered by deceit, Ms irtci- 
edness shaU be shewed before the whole congregation. 

He is ashamed or afiraid to discover his malice, but 
God shall bring it to light in the view of all men, and 
make him the object of universal abhorrence. This is 
often done by his own agency, for malice ordinarily dis* 
covers itself sooner or later. When Saul could not des- 
troy David by the hands of thel^ilistines, orby his jave^ 
lin in private, his hatred became too violent to be smo- 
thered by his prudence. Sometimes God, by a strange 
train of providences, exposes the wicked purposes of 
men's hearts, and if it continues hid through the whole 
course of this life, there is a day that will dedare it. 
Let us never harbour any thing in our minds that we 
would be ashamed if all the world should know it ; for 
all the world shall certainly know it, in the day when 
the secrets of hearts shall be judged ; for, 

God will not only discover, but punish the maligni* 
ty of men ; for, 

Ver. 87. Whoso diggeih a pit shdlfall therein, and 
he that rdtlelh a stone, it voUl return upon him, 
. " Whatsoever ye would that others should do unto 
you, do ye even so to them," says our Lord, *^ for this is 
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the law and the prophets." But if neither Moses^ nor 
the prophets, nor Christ himself, can prevail upon us 
to observe this golden rule, our own interest may be ex- 
pected to work us to a compliance with it; for the mis« 
chief that we do to others, must at last recoil upon 
ourselves, with a heavy aggravation of remorse and 
•eH^condemnation attending it. When Haman was 
hanged on his own gallows, ius miserable end mtist have 
been attmded with anguish and self-reflections a thou- 
sand times more grievous than any thing that Mordecai 
«mld have fslt if iiaman's malice had been accomplish* 
^ on him* 

, Here is encoidragement for the fiiith and patience of 
theJBaints. Here is ground for the highest praise to 
tharighteousness of God*t 

» Vct. 28. A tying tongue hateth those that are afflicted 
l^ it, and ajhttering moulh worketh ruin. 

It might be expected that when a man has wronged 
his neighbour, by his lies or flatteries, he would be 
filled with remorse, imd try to make some reparation ; 
)}utthe: loss i^, tiai he judges of ^other men from him- 
self; he does not believe that there is enough of gene* 
rosity i]\ any man to forgive him, and therefore per- 
msts in his hatred. It is not easy for us to forgive the | 
sijuries we receive ; but it is fiir more difficult to for« \ 
give the injuries we do. 

> \Flatterers are the worst kind of liars, and the most 
Jikdy tarWIjSieved, because self-love favours their 
deceits. Flatterers are eommonly men that intend to i 
betray .with a kiss ; but, although they should only de* 
sign to gain our favour by their fair speeches, yet they 
tase vevy pernicious, because they are the friends of 
our faide, which is ^e worst ^f our bosom enemies. - 



• Her. xiii 10. xvi. 5, 6, 
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act, and tfamk,«i if y/at Imd, and m»v^ goad imAr^m 
being in ourselves. We boast of what we itiE do^ «r 
•f what we ahaflcBijnf at the dbntimot of 4mlj9, ifn^l 
UKm&a$ aad years. - TMb yresimiptiflttiBsfflffWiMaiitm 
this and in many places of Scri^tare^:and a zeaamla 
gtren for the piohibitien iSiat erary penon Imirfay* 
knowledge to be a tn» aad good «ie» ttliat we cflttM 
Iril wjMtad^M^Mng toth; fe eiwry .ne» dbgr 
bongs ibrth thft acooMpl tshmaat of Mtneabeneeiof ^ 
Most High; but these decrees are wriMft ift A/seaM 
book/and no man caa loose the 8eal8»^B0r <q^:flielid0k, 
nor aread what M wrifebtft tbcveiQ. 

We knew thmt die nun will lite to^Baonow; butiPe 
oaaBotitHirfiedMrlieiMll dse^ u% )ertD.«araafri» 
moBS. Weti»Bjgiicaswkiatthew«fttiierw8Ebci;b«ti»a 
cannot say whether we shall be rich orpeoi^ picker ii| 
l»idth»fefti&the)p(iMeisiaAaf tMir^aends^ «r<beMwr« 
ad ^ihemdiat«iedeaveitl»'6ur hearts. Intheaielife 
ingHaman went fottk Aom km laagniiptn t fwdaen^ 
ea^pecfttng to be grat^ied before the ^i«ni«g ove 
ynOk the Ueod ef his hated erna^^ whisk wmM hm^ 
lieenjswatter tohim^ttaxwiiiai bat»befiire9threftiiiDf 
camck hie was kit^ged Jike a dfl(g» Mid wei* im Ae 
place appointed for him. 

We ought tol)oast of nothing ; for what iaonr life but 
a vapour i What wte our bags of gold but a glittering 
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nothing?* What^ureour honours but a |mff of wind ? 
Or what are our earthly hopes, when -th^ basis is a 
shadow that fleeth Away, and never vetumeth? IBut 
the hopes that are founded iqpon the rock of ages can 
never £ul us, and the believer in Christ txuif upon so* 
lid ground, triun^ in the expectaticm of eternal joy^ 
and uB&ding crowns. He boasts not.c^ himself, but 
glories in the Lord, whose promises are more stable 
than the ev^^asting hills, or the pillars of heaven* 

TJie same reason that should check our boasting of 
tiMnocrow, jooay pceserve us from desponding fears. It 
m^ be ^^xxtrnj weather to-day; but storms do not last 
^all the year. We are ^ed and tormented with lears 
ofiswae impending evil; but we oftengiye ourselves real 
p«B 1^ Ae proqpeot of calamities that never were ap« 
pDOdted teois by the providence of God. This is now 
thejpriagof theyear,^ 178if»)and within the last twelve* 
Bimidi> the conntiy iiaa been three times alarmed with 
ttizioBsiesrSy all joS which have been most .agreeably 

• Vei;^ Le^ ^mudhtr maa praise ihee^ and not ^hin& 
own mmth ; aMrangerf and not thine own lips. 

For a man to seardi his own glory is no glory ; and 
9itken Atnan puhliahiw his own praises^ it is a agn that 
lie has none cdse to do it lor him« and thatthere is only 
cat £oqL in the wocl4» and no wise man 4hat knows 
fds merit* Suppose a man has reaUy d<me some good 
'^01^ yet wh^ he boasts of. them, he destroys all 
their cr^lit; £ar no man will think himsdf obliged ta 
ffaise the xnan that has face enough to publish his own 
pmises; and everyone will believe that he did those ao« 
ticma which are 4iie tsubject of his talk, not from any 
principle oi love te God or man, but merely with a 
view to his own honour. The Pharisees had but a 
poor jsewand iar their alms and prayers* in the praise 
4>f4ttan> but the gain JboasterJbasA jMHirerieward« ^ 

• Chap. Ziiii. i. 

* Digitized by VjOOQ iC 
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he is hi^ own paymastei'^ and must be content to want 
the praise of other men as well as of God. 

But we ought to do those thmgs which deserve 
praise. Our hands^ and not our tongues, must be em- 
ployed to publish our worth, and thus we shall comply 
with the precept*, and follow the example of our Lord. 
He had a good title to praise himself, for he was not a 
mere man, yet his right to bear testimony to himself 
was excepted against by his enemies ; but he could ap-* 
peal to his works, which bare witness continually on 
his behalf, and published his praise through the world, 
in spite of all the rage and cunning of his adversaries. 

In some cases a man is at liberty, and has a call to 
speak to his own praise ; but these cases are few. When 
Paul was laid under a necessity of this kind, he ofteii 
reminds us that he speaks like a fool; and blames the 
Corinthians that they had reduced him to this necessi-' 
ty, by neglecting to Interpose in the behalf 6f his injur- 
ed character ; for although we must be very cautious 
how we praise ourselves, yet when we are called to 
speak in the praise of another man, we are not only at 
greater liberty, but may expose ourselves to just blame 
by unseasonable silence. 

Ver, 3. A stone is heavy ^ and the sand weighty ; hut. 
a foot 9 wrath is heavier than them both, 

Ver. 4. JVrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous ; hui 
who can stand before envy f 

.The wrath of a wise man is sometimes very heavy, 
tf David had not been prevented, he would have mas- 
sacred the whole family of Nabal ; but the grace at 
God, and a principle of conscience and charity, disposed 
him to calm his resentment at Abigail's remonstrances. 
A wise man endeavours to live mider the influence of 
that meekness so strongly recommended^' and so woh<« 
derfully exemplified by our Lord; but a fool has nd 

♦ Matt. V. 10. 
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govemmentovcr his passions^ aiid it is better to meet a 
bear bereaved of her.whelps, than a fool in bis folly ; 
for his wrath is heavier than the sand of tiie sea, it is 
fiercer than the rage of tigers, it is more stubborn and 
inflexible than the rocks. May we never come within 
the reach of a fool when his passions are roused ; for 
they must be gratified and satiated if they should bring 
him to a gibbet May we ever possess our souls in pa- 
tience and calmness ; for boisterous passions are a whirl* 
wind in the soul, that threaten to rend it in a thousand 
pieces. 

But terrible as wrath is, envy is a great deal worse. 
Envy is the grief that a man feels for the prosperity of 
anoUier person ; it is a compound of pride and malice 
it derives misery to a man from his neighbour's happi-* 
ness. The blessings and mercies of God are turned 
by it into curses ; and the life of another man is the 
envious man's death* As the cb^vil fell by pride, so he 
wrought the fiill of man by his envy^; and when envy 
takes possession <^ a man, it makes him a devil to his 
neighbours. The envious man is fiur blacker than the 
passionate man ; for the outn^^eous behaviour of an 
angry person sounds an alarm to his neighbour to be 
an his guiu*d ; . but the envious man conceals his malign 
nity, till he has a fit opp(MrtunHy< to strike a mortal blow, 
widiout danger of missing his aim. The one is a dog, 
that barks before he bites, the other is an adder in the 
grass, that stings the traveler when he is dreading no 
hurt; for the malice of the envious man is generally 
unsuspected, because no ocai»on was given for it It 
h the good imd hajf^iiness of thei envied object that ex* 
cites his malignity, and he does not so much as pretend 
(unless haadds lying.to jetivy,) that he has received any 
provocation. . Anger may generally be appeased ; but 
envy is the vice of a dark and hellish spirit, that has. 
not the. least spark of generosity to give any hope of 
1 
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pudfying it. ¥k« Mity 1mp^yoa an tito' to soollie 
enTj it tobemutrabte ; for k mi^«s a man gad^' ff peiu 
ifeet derilj thatevil is his onfy good* 

The fUl of mm, the mtnder of Al)d; the cS^wiy^or 

Joseph^ tile peraecutiom^ of David, die aFudftiioft of 

our iiOrd; are monuiBteiitS'of t^ rage of envy, andtte 

dsmgep inoHmed by hmg olijeets of it Bnt die cuxae 

of t^ seipent, t^e miseral^le end' of Skul, ike hosrots 

that pupsyed' Cam, the de^adone of JemnaUm, and 

tiie tormento pvepared to dsvife) are terrilde pnx^ 

that envy is infinitely worse for the person that faac- 

bourff ii; Asat-fbr the iimooeirt objeet of It. 

Yer. 5. Open rebuke ie better f^san secretUiees. 

There are t»«o qusiitiBs very requisite in a fiteod^ 

loy^ and fidthfidness ; tiie last as neoessaary as thrfifit 

to> make our fHendshipg really beneficial to us* Hiere 

aro some that love us with sincerity imd wamrth, and 

yet wfflit tiie courage tfaat is necessary to make tiicoi 

^thful in reproving us when we deserveto be reproved 

But reproof, although i% should be severe and' cuttings 

is better t^ian love wMdi does net discover itsdf ia 

needful rebidses; A true friend w^ not disdose-eur 

fiEiults to the world, but he will not just^ them to 

eave our credit; for virtue is the soul of* true friends 

shipi and must not be entrendied upon, out of regard 

to our d^iarest fHends ; and dierefore that faeak h to 

be valued, wlio makes his' reproofih as publie ek oom 

fkults are, aed who does not spare to tril Us rooncHy to 

oup faeesi wherein we have erred ; ficxr be gives good 

evidence diet he esteems our realr wrtfioe above his-owu: 

interest in our regard. A fHend thatloves^ but is frflndd 

to rqirove us whmwe deserve it, does not dtseoveii a vearj^ 

high esteem of our smise and temper; fiir heiKema to 

dunk us incapabl^of bearing reproof,and rathw eheeeoo 

to enjoy our smiles than to do us- an essentiid nnrioe. 

Our Lord loved his Apoi9tl«8 nviUi a tender r^faid ; 

4 
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nod wUib^ admiwHfr prodeace? md kiadaest he r^bok* 
edtheiowhealkey8p<A»0Kb«Wird'aoussi. He would 
Qovor 8u£to rih upoa the»> iu»d y<et be r^mved then 
Jn.4uch a maimer » taiacreaae wd not duninish tboir 
love to himself. Let ue learo, firom this proverb^ ^ 
exercise the fidelity o£ fri^dship to those whom we 
liQve^ and to thank ou£ frieads^whea they discover the 
sincerity of their regard in dueir concsem for our souU. 
We ought to value honesty above politeness, and tees* 
cuse a littk defect ia the lotf qwLlitjr, for the aaiu of 
the first 

Ver» 6. Fak^aretk& woimd$ ^ a friend ; bni the 
Uuei'qfat^.eiiem^are deoeitfuL 

Friends are not to be loved chiefly on account of the 
pleaawre they give us> altbou^ nothing earthly is more 
plemant, than a true flriend. Their integrity and faith- 
fiilnesa is their mostividuabiequality, and they will some* 
times have occasiottfor tbem> by speaking to us things 
that.are a great dei^m<»e useful dian pleasant Davides* 
tstfi^ed. a friMid that would v^ouad axid smite him to bis 
l»ofity as miieh aa a wise man vfdues a ohirurgeon that 
inakes needful but painfiil ixMusions in hie flesh, for the 
TmxMd<m of his lost hedlth. Abishai> who discovered 
such seal for his honour, wae not dearer to him than 
MatbaH the {Hrophet, who reproved him« in the plain<^ 
e«t nuumeiv finr the maordeiy of Uriah*. 

All menallow^at the kisses of an eaemy are decrit* 
^ fidand deeestaUe. ''An enemy ^padseth sweetly with 
his lipa^ but in hie heart he imagioeth how to throw 
thee into a.pit : he will weep with biases, but if he 
find opp^NTtunky, he will- not be satisfied with blood. 
If adversity cimie upon thee, thou shalt find him there 
first, md tbou^ hepxete^ to help thee, yet shall he 
undermine Aeet**' The caresaes of an enemy are very. 



♦ Bi.«|M.4^ t E«dtt«,^J4i.46f W« Chap. xwrU 2a-.2«. 
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base and dangerous ; but it deserves to be consid^vd 
whedier we have not a greater quantity o^ revenge 
tlian generosity in our temp^^ when we hate the kiss* 
es of an enemy more than we vi^e the wounds c^a 
fViend. If we value the image oi Christ, it is certain 
that faithful reprovers express a friendship that resem« 
bles his love to his people to a greater degree than those 
who withhold from us this plainest token of real re-* 
gard. 

Ver. 7. The full soul loathetk an honeycomb; huttd^ 
Ike hungry soul every hitter thing is sweet. 

The poor generally reckon the^rich a great deid hap* 

pier than themselves, becau8«4hey are clotiied in fine 

qjparel, and dwell in elegant houl<^, and feed upon 

the richest dainties; but the envy atid discontent of poor 

men is very ill founded, for the rich, being accustomed 

to these thiogs, receive no more gratification f^om them 

than the poor derive from their homdy fare, mid meaif 

raiment, and poor accommodations; or, if the sight of a 

well furnished room, and«of fine paintings, coull^givie 

any considerable pleasure to those that are accusUnned 

to see them, the poor might enjoy as much pleasure by 

looking at the verdant clothing of the earth; and th« . 

glorious canopy of heaven. 

• The man that fares sumptuously every day, has no 
more relish for honey and wine than the poor man has . 
fox, bread and water, for he sddom experienceth bun* 
ger, and so he wants the best sauce that any food can - 
have ; or, if he denies himself so far as to be hungry; 
he puts a force upon himself, because hef hsm the means 
of gratification always at hand, and therefore it costs 
him m6re pain to prepare himself for relishing his or- 
dinary food, than it costs the man to whom necessity 
rehders abstinence habitual, and hunger easy to btf en* 
dured. . . - 

When a man's appetite is wceited by hunger and hi- 
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bour^ every kind of food is welcome and plea&ant to 
him^ and whilst the rich are exposed to weariness and 
listlessness in their abundance^ 'the poor have strong 
excit^nents to be cheerful and thankful although scan* 
tj meals ar^ all they can afford. 

The children of Israel loathed the manna^ although 
it was bread given them immediately from God, and was 
called the food of angels. They wished to be in Ca« 
naan, and eat common bread in the sweat of their 
brows ; for the plenty of manna made them to despise 
it If we have fulness of bread, we ought to be cauti- 
ous lest we despise the mercies of God^ and the giver 
ofthem. 

We ought especially to be on our guard against des- 
pising our spiritual privileges, . which we enjoy in so 
great abundance without molestation. Estates have 
been given in former days for a few leaves of the Bi- 
ble, and gospel ordinances were attended at the hazard 
of life; for those that know what spiritual hunger 
means, will break through stone walls for the bread of 
life ; but those who are full in their own apprehei^- 
slon, will despise the riches of ^ divine goodness, and 
God will send them empty away. 

Ver. S,As a bird that wanderelh front her nest; so is a 
man that tvandersthjrom his place. 

When a bird wanders from her nest, and flies about 
at random, she is in danger of becoming the prey of 
the fowler, or the hawk ; and when a man abides not 
at home, when he ought to be employed in his busi- 
ness, or when he leaves his calling without a sufficient 
reason, he exposes himself to great inconveniences, and 
sometimes to dangers. He loses his good name, and his 
estate is likely to go to ruin ; he learns habits of idle- 
ness and dissipation, and gets into company that may 
very probably corrupt his morals. 

Let every man abide with Qod in that calling whecr* 

Voi. II. N 
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Witii he is Called, endeavouring to perfoim the dtrtfed 
of ft: conscientiously, that thfe doctrine of God our S^ 
viour may be adorned. God assigns to every one of us 
our station in li^, and we ought to keep it tiH the csall v£ 
Providence warrant us to make a chai!ige in it. When 
Our health, or the necessities of out fefaiiKeS, or a well- 
grounded respect of doing greater service to God, or 
some other important consid^^tion, will justify out 
diange of pkce, we come not under the censure of the 
irise man, nor do we run the risk that others do who 
wantonly and catiselessly diange theit place. We are 
safe in following Providence, although it is dangeitms 
to run before it, or to attempt to set ourselves free bam 
it, as Jonah did, who sought to fiee from the ptes^ce 
bf die Lord by wandering from his place, but soon 
^ound that the way of duty is the only way of ssMif 
and comfort. 

Paul joins with Solomon in testifying against those 
that abide not ui their place to flilfil the duties of it^. 

Ver. 9. Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart 5 so 
doth the sweetness of a man^z friend hy hearty counsd. 

Omtments and perfumes diffuse their fragrant odours 
around, by which men's spirits are refreshed, and diehr 
Ifieftrts cheered ; but the sweetness of a WeH chosen 
friend cheers the soul better than the sweetest flcn^'ers, 
or the most precious odours prepared by thealt of the 
apothecary. His amiable virtues, and his affectionate 
fondness beaminig from his eyes, and breathing inliis 
words and actions, make him the joy of our hearts, and 
diffuse the sweetest sensations of delight into our bo- 
90m. 

Friends are at all times useful. iThey give a relish 
Yo the pleasures of life, aiid their society makes diela- 
tiouts of it delightfbl; but at the times when We treed 
advice, or meet with perplexities, the advantage of 

« 2 TiieM. i& 11, \%. 1 Tim. L 7. 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



CHAP. XZVII.]] BOOK OF PROVEBBS. , 3$1 

tlieir friendship is best understood. Other men ofteii 
give us sudi advice as suits their own interest or hu« 
mour ; they cannot, at leasts enter into our interests, 
and judge what advice is most poper to be given to 
us, 8o well as the fri^ids of our bosom, who are ac« 
quainted with our business and our dispositions, and 
whose fidelity will dispose them to give us advice, ao« 
cording to the befit of their understanding. In many 
cases advice is necessary for us, as Solomon frequraitly 
tells us ; for a man perplexed with difficulties, or s|ir« 
prised by some unexpected accident, is not so well qua* 
lified to judge what is fit to be done, as another person 
would be that has no superior degree ^f wisdom, but 
has the, advantage of more composure and s^dateness. 
To have a bosom friend at such a time to take a ^hare 
•four sorrows, to direct our b^avieor, to assist us in 
our time <^ need, 13 a great relief to the jqaind, and a 
restcM^tive to the disquieted heart. 

We ought to value a wise and faithful friend mor^ 
than gold and silv^ ; for how «3aall a p^rt do they ecm- 
tribute of our comfort in life, in comparison with our 
firiends who turn even our days of sorrow into joy, and 
Mght^i our heaviest burdens ? 

If we expect the pleasures of friendship in their fuH 
extent, let us remember that our ^oads have the same 
claims upon US| and the same grounds for tiiem, that 
we have on ^ other nde, and we ought to take the 
same pleadiire in giving as in receiving happiness. For 
&is end we must be furnished, not only witii an honest 
and a feeHng heart, but widi sueh a measure of wisdom 
w will qualify us for conversing wi& our iriends to our 
mutual improvement, and for gMsg ibem eovmed. in 
tfate time of their perplexi^. He that ha^ frioids 
mast show himself friendly, and must continue to do 
so fin the end of his life. 

Ver. 10. Thine own friend and ihy father^ friend, 
N2 
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forsake not ; neither go into thy brother* s home in the day 
of thy calamity: for better is a neighbour that is near, 
than a brother far off. 

< Clothes and houses are valued for being new^ but 
old friends^ like <dd wine, are entitled to the greatest 
9bare of our esteem^ and we must not forsake them 
when they give us no good reason f(Hr it To exchange 
an old friend for a new is to betray a fickle disposition^ 
unfit and unworthy to ei^joy the blessings of friend- 
ship. Some persons cool in their friend^ips through 
an instability of mind^ and can give np reason for it 
but their own humour ; others are no less unfit to taste 
the pleasures of a cordial and lasting friendship, be« 
cause they are so peevish that they can bear with no 
manly freedoms, or so credulous that they give ear to 
every whisper, and so unforgiving that they cannot 
love those by whom th^ think they have been (fend- 
ed. The son of Sirach gives us a good advice on this 
point, ''Admoniflh a friend ; it may be he hath not done 
it» and if he have done it, thi^ he do it no more. 
Admonish thy friend ; it may be he hath not said it, and 
if he have, that he speak it not again. Admonish a 
friend ; for many times it is a slander, and believe not 
efvery tale. There is one that slippeth in his speech, 
but not from his heart, and who is he that haUi not of- 
fended with his tcMigue * ? " 

The faults that we ourselves have been guilty of to- 
wards our friends are more likely th^i any thing to 
cool our affections to them, through an appreheQ8i(»i 
that they must stick in their breasts ; but if we can for- 
give the trivial offences of our friends, why may we not 
believe that they can f^give ours also ? Do we imagine 
that all generosity is confined to oursdves ? Let us hear 
what the same wise author says on this point. '^ Whoso 

*£oclus.ziXrl3— 10. 
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casteth a stone at the birds frayeth them away ; aii3 
he that upbraideth his friend^ breaketh friendship. 
Though thou drewest thy sword at thy friend^ yet des* 
p^r notj for there may be a returning to favour, if 
thou hast opened thy mouth against thy friend, £sar 
not> f<nr there may be a recondUation^ except for up* 
braiding of pride^ or disclosing ci secrets^ or a treadier- 
ous wound ; for^ fcnr these things every friend will de« 
piart*." But those who are capable of such unpardon- 
able faults were never fit for being friends to any man. 

If the faults c^ our friends, or the differences that 
may take place between them and us, will not justify 
us in giving up with them ; it is a scandalous thing to 
desert them in the time of their distress, when they 
have most need of our friendship. A brother is bom 
for adv^sity, and a friend loveih at all times; and he is 
no genuine friend who proves to us in our time of ca« 
lamity like a broken tooth ot a foot out of joint ''A 
friend cannot be known in prosperity^ and an enemy 
cannot be hidden in adversity t." 

We. must not forsake our own fHend, for that would 
be to forsake our second self; and we must not fnrsake 
our father's friend, for that would make us guilty of a 
double ingratitude c^ the basest sort that we can prac« 
tise towards men. Our father's fHends, if tiieyareho- 
n^st, are the best possessions that they can leave us, 
and if Naboth would not sell, for any price, the inhe- 
ritance left him by his fathers, but kept it in spite of 
an Ahab and a Jezebel, till he was stoned, shall we 
show such irreverence to the memory of our fathers, as 
to give up, without any price, the most precious pos- 
sessions which they have bequeathed to us. Solomon 
carried on his father's friendly intercourse with Hiram, 
and. spared a traitor to his crown and dignity, because 

* * Ecdus. zzii. 20, 21, 22. f Ecdus. xiL 6: 
N S 
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he had flhared witk his &ther in all his affliotions. Re« 
hoboam would hay^ b^en a wiser and happier man, if 
he had fbllowed the ^cample and precept of his &« 
ther. 

Trust in our floends is a daty which we owe thein> 
$B well as fid^ity, and our confidence will be made to 
wppetat in the ttse we make of their kindness in the 
time of our distress. The house of a constant and 
warm friend is then preferaMe to that of a cold and in- 
constant brother. Brethren by btith, have^ for the 
most part, less attachment to one another than those 
firiends who single out one another, not from accident, 
or relation of kindred, but from the harmony of their 
minds, and their mutual kind affections. Greater acts 
of heroism have been performed by those whahave 
been knit by such vi^untary and endearing ties, than 
by any kind of rdations for one another. There is a 
.friend diat i^cketh oloser than a brother, and we do 
him honour by placing an entire confidence in him when 
we need his assistance. At his house we shall mee^ 
with a more cordial reception than we can expect from 
a brother, and shall hear iwne of those upbraidings 
which the unfortmiate too often hear in the houses of 
their near rdations. When David's brethren of the 
tiibe of Judah proved treacherous, his gallant friend^ 
. the son of his great enemy, maintained his cause against 
his own father, when he was persecuted by him fc^ the 
sake of Jonadian himself. 

If we must not forsake our own and our father's 
friend, shall we ever forss^e our own God, and the God 
of our pious father, who is infinitely tiie best of friends, 
and disdains not to call us by the endearing name of 
frioids to himself*. 

* John zv. 14. 1 Chion. xxviii. 9. Fsslm zc« 1. 
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V?r. 1 1. My son, he wise, and make my heart glad, Aat 
I may anstper him that reproacheih me. 

Wise children are not only the joy but the crown of 
their parents. Foolish ohildren are their disgrace as 
\Fell as their torment. How unnatural are those chil« 
dren that bring grief and dishonour on those to whom 
tb^y are under obligations that can never be canceUedi 

As is the mother, so is her daughter, was a very an- 
cient proverb *, As some vices, like some diseasesi, run 
in the blood, the Either will be liable to the suspicion of 
thpse vices which disgrace his son, or if his character is 
so clear that there is no room for this, yet it will b^ 
judged that the &ther is In part accessory to his son's 
f^lis, by neglecting his educa^on, by imprudent ri«' 
gour, or foolish indulgence, or by parelessness in th^ 
example which he set before him. Although m^i are 
frequently guilty of great injustice, by making a whpte 
family accountable for the behaviour of those w)ia ^^ 
the blemishes of it, yet there is often too much r^sa^n 
for concluding that some neglect or mismanagement of 
the ^tb^r M^ afior4ed scojie Ibr the irregularis^ of 
his family. David was justly chargeable on this ac<- 
county in his behaviour towards the three eldest of hi^ 
sons, of whom w# l^ve ^ny partici^ aocovnt. God 
himself ordered t^t the harlot who imposed herself^ 
4.Yirgin up«i an l^jsband, should be stoned before the 
door of nef ff^^^ ho^se t ; and under the New Tes« 
jtsment n6ne are to bs ad;n**te^ Wito holy offices, that 
.have disorderly children, because a man ulUt^ be Vt^ 
to rule the house of God that cannot rule his ownhouav. 

Paf^nts ought to inculcate wisdom on their (Mdren 
for tibeir own eredit, w well as the benefit of their 
xluldirenj:, 

• Ezck. xvL H» t ^^^ «»»• *!• t Chap, xm 6. 
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Ver. 12. A prudent manforeseelh tlie evil, and hidetk 
himself: hut the simple pass an, and are punished. 

Ver. 15. Take' his garment that is surety for a stratum 
ger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman. 

These instructions were already given us by Solo- 
mon *. Perhaps there is a new motive to enforce them 
implied in the connection of them with the foregoing 
verse ; that the wisdom by which men are preserved 
from these mischiefs will tend to the comfort and ho« 
nour of our parents, and if we are so foolish as to run 
into needless dangers, or to ruin our substance by our 
connection with strangers or harlots, the comfort of our 
parents will be ruined, and their credit impaired, as 
well as our own. If we are wise, we are wise for 
ourselves, and if we are foolish, we alone must bear it; 
and yet by consulting our own happiness, we give hap- 
'^piness to those whom we ought to love, and by our 
own voluntary misery y^e bring down sorrow and dis- 
honour upon those grey hairs and hoary heads which 
are well entitled to our reverence. 

Ver. 14. He that hlesseth his friend with a loud mice, 
rising early in the morning, it shall he counted a curst 
unto him. 

We cannot tdl whether morning levees were in u^ 
among the Israelites in Solomon's time, as they after- 
wards were among some other nations. If they were, 
there is no doubt that persons who TTished to thrust 
tiiemselves into favour with their superiors would take 
the oppoi^tunity to appear among the first to pay thek 
court. 

The blessing or praising of one's jfHends is not here 
absolutely condemned. When praises and blessings are 
a proper expression of gratitude^ when they are a pro* 
bable means of exciting to virtuous conduct, when thgr 

• Chap. xxH. 3. xx. 19* 
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Jure needful to vindicate a character unjustly attacked, 
and when they are -needful to revive a spirit over- 
whelmed with a false humility and groundless terrors, 
they deserve no blame *. 

But he that blesses and praises his friend in high 

swelling words, and seeks opportunities for that pur- 

.pose, letting no time pass, however unseasonable, for 

loading with commendations the person wiiose friend- 

.jship he affects, is to be suspected of flattery and base 

designs, and therefore his blessings shall be counted for 

. si curte either to his friend, or to himself, or to both. 

If his friend is wise, he will be as much displeased 
. with th^se blessings as if they were curses ; for they 
• are an evidence that the fulsome flatterer has a very 
mean opinion of the person whom he hopes to gratify 
. by such methods, and that he looks upon him to be a 
. man so weak and self-conceited as to swallow gross 
flattery without knowing it. 

If those whose favour is thus solicited have their 
.judgments so much biassed by self-conceit as to relish 
it, every one of their vices is strengthened^ thdr pride 
. in particular is swelled, and their character is ruined 
. by it, for all m^i will look upcm than to be fools over- 
. run with vanity and self-esteem. 

Such flatteries will be a curse to those that utter 
Ihem ; f<Nr they are guilty 0£ spreading a net for their 
neighbour's feet, and whether they are entangled or 
not, the crime is the same. 

Ver. 15. A continual draping to a very rainy day, 
' and a contentious wotvan, are alike. 

Ver. 16. Whosoever hidetb her hideth ike wind, and 
.the ointment of his right hand which hewrayeih itself. 

^' The contentions of a wife," saith Solomon, in one of 
his former proverbs, '< are a continual droppipg." He 

* . Ou^ xxzi. %%• Joslk xzii*^ Luke xxii. 28.. 
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. goes ftrtber in this passage, and tells us that they aune 
like a continual dropping in a very ndny day. Vfhen 
a man is exposed to the weather in a very rainy daj, 
he finds his situation very unpleasant^ only he Ikis this 
great contort that an house is not far distant, and 
therefore he will toon find a dbelter ; hut how »udi is 
the man to be pitied who is joined £ir life to a conleii« 
tioos wi^ t His ears must be stranoed, and die whole 
time of his life, for ought he knows, embittered by cla- 
mour and noise beating constantly upon him like a 
temped He may sometimes obti^ a respite, by ab« 
senee^rom his house; but a man cannot be always from 
home without leaving behind him the means of his sub- 
sistence, and his beloved diildren, and every thing dear 
to him ; and when he is in tlw ^M, or in the house of 
some friend, yet the noise he has heard, and is still 
doomed to hear within his own walls, rings constant- 
ly in his ears. 

But may not a man subdue the haughty sjurit of a 
vexatious wife ? He may as soon tame the fierce spi- 
rit of a lion. The grace of God, and nothing of Less 
power, can do this great wotk. May he not then ocn^ceal 
his dishonour from the world? He may as soon shac- 
kle the wind, and command it to blow where he {leases, 
or hinder die ointm^it whidi is poured on his right 
hand (which is almost constantly in motion) firou 
spreading its fragrance through the whole room where 
he sits. The clamours of an imperious wife will be 
heard* not only in the house, but in the street, and 
through every comer o£ the town. It k impossible to 
force into her so much sense, as to make her legard 
eithB* her own honour, or die credit of her hwliend ; 
for if she had the least degree of common understand- 
ing, or if riie' were capsMe<^ receiving any advice, she 
could never bear the thought of being the -scourge and 
torment of that man to whom she Is boutod by every 
motive of duty and interest to be a comfort and a 
crown. ^ 
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The unin«pSred BSLges of ancieiit days concur with 
Solomon in condemning die behaviour of bad wires 
with great severity. ^* I had rather,** says the son of 
Sirach, <^ dwell with a lion and a dragon, than to ke^ 
house with a wicked woman# An evil wife is a yoke 
shaken to imd fro, he that hath hold of her, is as though 
he held a sciMrpion. A loud dying woman, and a scold, 
shall be sought out to drive away the enemies*." And 
nothing better can be said of a t^rrannical husband. Jf 
a king deserves to be branded with the most odious 
names when he oppresses his subjects, what words can 
paint the baseness ofthat man who tyrannizes over the 
wife of his bosom, his other self. 
. We wish for comfort in our vtf ious relations ; but 
t6 obtain it, we must in the first place mind the duties 
of them, and endeavour to be a comfort to those with 
whom we are connected. 

Ver. 17. Ir6n ikarpeneih iron, to a man skarptneih 
the countenance of his friend. 

When iron tools wore blunt, it seems they used to 
be whetted and sharpened by files or some oth^r tti« 
strument oi iron. In like manner, when the heart is 
dull, and the countenance overcast with melancholy, 
the pleasing society of a friend infiiseiBt gladness and 
new life into the heart, and scatters the gloom that 
sat upon ^e countenance. 

** A faithful friend is a strong defence, and be that 
hath found such an one, hath fbund a treasure* No- 
thing doth countervail a faitiliful friend, and his excel-^ 
lency is invaluable. A faithful fnend is the medicine 
of life***. The intercourses of friendship cheer the spi- 
rit, brighten the understanding, and inspre us with 
alacrity and vigour for every useful ^nplc^raent of the 
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mmd. If we are dejected with grief^ their kmdatlen« 
tions, and seasonable discotHrse^ have an haj^y effect in 
alleviating our distress^ and softening our 8<n*rows. Tbey 
keep the soul from sinking into despondency^ and en- 
liven it with hopes of better d&y$. 

What reason have we to be thankful that this evil 
,world affi>rds some that are quali6ed to afford sudi 
pleasure and advantage to us ; but in choosing our 
friends, we ought to consider religion, as one thh^ 
necessary to be regarded, for that alone, attended with 
the blessing of God, will effectually serve ail these 
valuable purposes, and others of equal importance. A 
religious friend will be c^ great use to animate our 
souls in the service of God, to assist us in combatib^ 
the difficulties that meet us in our Christian course^ 
and to warm our souls with holy zeal. '' They that 
fear the Lord shall find him. Whoso feareth the Lord 
shall direct his friendship aright ; for as he is, so shall 
his neighbour be also *." 

r Ver* 18. Whoso keepeth the Jig treB shall eat the fruit 
thereof; so he Jhat tvaiteth on his master shall be hanm 
oured^ 

It is the business c^ a servant to wait en his masteK 
with respect, to obey his orders with cheerfulness and 
fidelity, to prcmiote his interest and happiness by all 
proper means, atidlto prevent, as far as he can, every 
tfiing that may tend to his prejudice. 
. But perhaps those who are in this humble station . 
may think that they have very little encouragement to 
perform the duties of it, because the meanness of their 
condition places them below the hope of any valuable 
reward. In answer to this, the Spirit of God tella 
them that they shall have a very good and honourable 
reward for their service however mean. Who planteth 

• JEIcdust yi, 16y IT. 1 Sam. zxiil 10. 
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a vineyBrd and eateth not of the fhiit, or who takes 
care c^the fig trees, and is not allowed to share in their 
delicious prpdoct ? And if the care ci fig trees be thus 
reaxnpensed^ shall not that servant be honoured who 
shows a zeal for every thing that concerns the comfort 
and interest of his master? Certainly : he will be re- 
pected by all wise men who know him; his master 
. especially will show him that respect which his fidelity 
. deserves^ and will find occasions perhaps to serve him 
more than he expected. Servants are indeed ofken un- 
noticed by their masters^ when the time of their service 
is ov^r ; but that is owing, perhaps, as mudi to the 
want of merit in the servants, as the want of gratitude 
in Aeur toasters. 

Masters are bocmd by the law of God, to behave 
not only justly, but kindly, towards honest servants ; 
but if they should jurove ungrateful, there is a master 
and hord in heaven, who shall recompense with divine 
liberality those servants that perfinmed their duty, not 
as eye servimts, but as the servants of Christ, adorning 
die doctrine of God their Saviour by the religious pen- 
fcmnance of their duty to men *. 

V^ 19. As in waierfaee aiutoereih tofaee ; so the 
heart of man to man. 

The water is nature's looking glass, in whidi we 
discern our fiiu^s ; and the face which is seen in the 
water has a resemblance, though not an exact and per^ 
feet inu^ of that face which loc^ into it. So like- 
wte there is a resemblance in one man's soul to 
another. As God hath fashioned the bodies of mei^ 
Hke one another, so the soul of every man has the 
like Acuities and passions, and none of the human 
raee is bom a brute or an angeL There is, indeed, a 
difierence effaces, although in water that difierence is 
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n^ well difeentod* «kd tiiere is Vknfim n Aflt^«l4if- 
•ftrenee in tlie tenqpers and imdcs^fUndiiifa ef. acii. 
Aad Jit mme of «• baire rets^ to he ytro^d or ni« 
mknt, finr we are Imt men, end o«v m^bbowptefe 
men also. Seme of them have mtsmnhly dujgmeed 
Ihe human natave, b«it they have only impv^eved nptm 
Aat oorrapiton of hnman nature which k eemmeo to 
-diem and to ns, and instead of tmmpbing^ over them, 
we ought to momm over tiie ruins of ota* condtftmi* 
and to adore that mercy which has kept vs from Mik- 
ing down, hy oar natotal weight of edrmplioii, to 
'the same deploraUe depth of wickedness, ynmi 
tibe holy martyr Bmd&rdheardof anyp^rsenthait bad 
been guilty of an atrocious act of guilt, he used to sbrflKO 
his hand upon his breast and lay, ^^ here is the seed 
of all that wiekedness." 

There is a mighty change made upon the heart bf 
-the grace of God ereating it anew in Christ /esiis. 
JBat the saints will not boast on this aceowt, ftr ib^ 
w^loaow what they once were, and who made diem 
to differ finom others, and firom their fopider selves. 
They still feel the hadij of dea& wiOiin tbemadve^ 
and heartily sympathise with them whe are yet neAing 
but flesh. 

As Kheeom^heart inonemanisliketothesame 
^eart in another man, so tb^e is a resemUance in elie 
Chritttan to anether. There is a diffieence betw e en 
Christians^ as there is a difinenee of statort and 
featnre and imdentaadiog among men* But' lliere 
sure the same outlines of chaisafbter amoog iJl teal 
Chrstians, so that ike rqpmaentations made of Ae 
hearts of David, and Baid, and odier goodnlen, hi 
£criptore, are of great nee to us^ not only to£iact 
our oourse of lifib, but to assist us in searehmg our own 
hearts. We have not ^e same d e gr ees of £uth in 
Christ, and love- to God, and ddight in his word, as 
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these holy men ; but if we are true saints^ the i 
^dtfpofiitioiis, though with lets vigour, will rale in our 
liveSf for ererj Chrislaan has the saane sanotifyiiy 
Spirit, though his opacations in all are not equally 
algnal*. 

Ver, 20. NeU mid destruction are never JuU, 99 Um 
»fu<tf man are never eaUsfied. 

Akhough heart enswersdi to heart, yet there are 
'0xdk varieties in the hearts of men, that we cannot 
^seareh out the secret workings of the hearts of our fel- 
low men, and it is a happy thing diat we cannot do. it; 
but because it is of importance to us to know in some 
^egrte the thoughts, and wishes, and designs of others, 
we have s<nne means of discovering them. They ean 
iafi»rm us by their tongues what is in their hearts^ and 
'^en they think pioper, for rensons of their own^ to 
ifUssesible with their tongues, their eyes ofl^oi betray 
'diem, for inf the eyes love, and anger, and envy, and 
-dtesm, often paiiit themselvn so vtsifoly^ thattb^ can« 
net but be perceived in i^te of every endeavour to 
conceal them. 

One of the many tiiii^ in whidi men agree with 

mie «tiother is the insatiablepess of tiie <kMres of the 

heart, (wfai^ are discovered in the eyes.) The in- 

• visiUe world is never fall oi soob, ai^d tbe^pruve is 

never ssitiated with the carcases of men. After the in- 

numerable millions ^hsX have beoi buried in d^th> 

•tliey are stiU crjing, give, give, and will eontinue th^ 

importunate demands till ^at day when death and 

keM are to be east into the lake of fire aad brwst<me- 

Hie heart <tf the sons ofmen is equally damorous for 

fiomeAing to satisfy it. They enlarge their de^s as 

lieB, and cannot be satisfied. If youahould give them 

m world, diey.will weep for aai^faer wcsi^- They 

• Rwa ?iii. 9. ^rr'^^-^v 
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think if they had this and the other object of their 
'i¥isl»s they would be happy; bat they &id that ifae 
gratifieatiim of their desires, is bat like drink to one in . 
a dropsy, which does not allay, but increase his thirst 

The improvement of this trudi is taught by Solomon 
himself at great length, in the book of £cde«astes. 
The insatiableness of men's dedjres is one of the arg^ 
ments by which he proves the ranity of the world, 
and the' unsatisfactory nature of its richest ^oyments. 
Man's chief end is to glcnrify God, and to enjoy him 
for ever, and he will never be happy till his heart is 
suited to his end. To seek haj^iness in this world, is 
to seek the living among the dead. It is to seek to be 
happy in opposition to the irreversible detanninaticm of 
the author of happiness, who framed our souls with 
tuch large and boundless desires that they nev^ can 
he filled, but by him that filleth all in alL The only 
way of being happy is to comply with the gradoue irtm 
vitation of our Redeoner, " If any man thirst,, let 
him come unto me and drink *•" 

Ver. 21. As the Jining pot for silver, and the furnace 
for gold; so is a man to his praise. 

The fining pot tries silver, and the furnace disooveis 
whedier gold be genuine and pure, so praise bestowed 
upon a man, discovers the reigning temper of his 
mind. If a wise and humble man is praised, he will 
not be thereby elevated in hia own mind. If the 
praise conferral upon him is not just, he will not think 
himself warranted to lay any stress upon it, for it is an 
evidence of pride when a man despises undeserved re- 
proaches, and yet piques lumself on commendations 
which are equally groundless^ and therefisre equally 
vain ; and if it is a piece of meanness to be dqjected by 
the one, it is a {nece of vanity to be pufied up by this 

* John vti».37..iy* 14 Prov« yiii. 21* 
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Other. But if a wise man is commended npon good 
grounds^ he does not consider himself as entitled to the 
chief praise of those good qualities which he is possess* 
ed of^ or those good actions which he hath performed^ 
because it is God alone that makes him to differ from 
other men^ and every thing that is of him^ and through 
him* ought to be ascribed to him \ 

When a bad man is praised for those qualities that 
he has, or those actions that he has done, he spoils all 
their value and credit by the greediness with which 
he swallows the commendations ; he does not ascribe 
the praise of them to God, but like Herod wishes to 
appropriate all the glory to himself, or if he gives it to 
God, he does it only in words aitd professions, like the 
8elf«conceited Pharisee. But when a fool receives praise 
that is founded only on falsehood, or on flattering mis* 
c<mstructions of his actions, he is so fond of every 
thing that tends to his own advancement, whether right 
or wrong, that he is well pleased ; and as if other people 
knew him better than himself, he can prevail on him- 
self to believe every thing they are pleased to say in his 
favour. Darkness will be light, and vice will be vir* 
tue in his eyes, when it serves to nouri^ his self-et* 
teem- 
There is <me good effect which may arise out of un- 
deserved commendations to a wise man. They will be 
a motive to him to deserve them, that men may not run 
into mistakes by their good opinion of him ; but praise 
ought to be administered with great caution to the best 
of men, for as it discovers some men to be nothing but 
dross, so it shews good men to have too much dross in 
tbeir composition. The compliments of the ambassa« 
dors of Babylon were prejudicial to no less a man than 
Hezekiah. But to Herod the praise of men proved 
pernicious. 

* 1 Coir. XY. 11. Acts xii. ult 
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Ver. £2. Though thou thauldestbraj/ a fool m a, wn^* 
iwn among wheat with apestk^ yet mill not kisJ'oQli9im 
ntu depart from hi$ru 

How d^lorably perverse are the hearts of fallen men} 
hex &voor be abawed to the wicked, yet will they iiot 
kam righteousneaa; in the land of uprightness th^y 
will deal unjustly^ and w\lX not behold the majesty of 
the Lord. I^thion be afflicted^ iM^dbruised^ and cnish- 
ed under the judgments of God, or punishmenta in«i 
flicted by the hand of xoeik, as wheat is loruis^- iQ » 
mortar, or between the upper and nether nnU^t^ief^ 
yet they, will refuse to part with their ^\j. Phareph 
was broken by the terrible plagues which God inflict- 
ed up<m him, and sometunes be confessed his folly, ai^) 
promised amendment, and yet he returned to hiafi[)ttj^ 
like the dog to his vomit, till he was utt^ly de^tiroy^; 
for when God Qghts against a n^n he w\U bo eur^ to 
overcome. Ahaa had the sennons oi the pripoe of tJM 
later prophet to en£o4:ce the language pf lim r<A 
Isaiah preached with celestial eloquence* God fm^t^ 
him with a succession of the most alanuiug ju<j^^»lf> 
yet in the time of his distress did Aha? sin more ^ 
jnore against the Lcnrd. This was that king Abaft; 90^ 
multitudes walk in his paths, refusing to receive fi09« 
rection, and thereby exposing themsdves to tenfold 
condemnation* 

To what purpose then s^ves the rod fcnr the leers 
back i Does not the rod o( correction drive foolishaew 
away from the heart ^ It does wben the bless^ of 
God accompanies it, and it mustbe used with a d6< 
jpendence upon him that ha« af^inted it Without 
the Goncunrence pi divine grace, the rod will not drive 
Away £olly from the hesrts of young persons^ and ftr 
less from the hearts of those m whom cormptiou r^ 
ceives double strength, from the superadded fiwoe of 
eustom*. 

♦ Jct. xiiL23. 
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The judgments of God against sinners tttid gready 
to aggravate sin^ when ikey have not a refonnii^ ef- 
fect ; and therefore when they are in the eiurth» we ought 
to pour out fervent supplications to God that he may 
#ubdue, by his ahnighty grace^ the. stubboraneas of the 
hearts of men^ and make them to kam righteousness. 

If we are under the rod, let us consider the design 
of ity and the intol^able load of guilt whidi we must 
contract by continuing unhumbled; and -under a sense 
pf the hardness and instabilify of our spirit^ let us 
turn unto the Lord with those su{^Iicati(mfl which God 
himself puts into our mouths *. 

Ver^2i. Be thou diligent to know the Hate tf ihy 
JlochSf and look well to thy herds. 
. To the p'ecepts so oflen given lis about diligenee in 
the business of our callings some will <^ject that they 
have plenty of servants to manage their affairs^ and 
.they have no occasion to toil their own bodies^ or &« 
tigue their minds with them. But Solomon tells thecn 
that they, may soon caoke to poverty, if they will not 
take the trouble of minding their own affairs, ^d inc* 
specting their servants. £very man ought to be ac« 
quainted with the state of his own business, and look 
to it with his own eyes. 

I am in affluent circumstuices, you will perhaps 
say. But if you will not mind your business you 
may soon be as poor as Lazarus* 

Ver. 24. For riches are not for ever, and doth the 
crown endure to every generation 9 

You have not the riches of a crowned head> but if 
you had, they might be wasted and scattered by c«re«* 
lessness, which has often turned princes imto bi^^gars 
,or bankrupts. Although there was never a richer 
. king than Solomon, yet he was sensible of the necessity 

* Jet, zxii. IB* Hqs. xIt. 2, S» 



y Google 



508 ixposirion ar th^ [[chap. xxni. 

of attending to his affairs^ and acquired a part of his 
reputation for wisdom from the mani^^ement <^ his 
domestic ooncems. 

Solcnnon tells us in another place^ that the instabi- 
lity and uncertainty of earthly things^ after all our 
care^ is a motive to draw off our hearts from themi and 
to fix our eyes upon nobler objects ; but hetella us^ in 
this plaoe^ that the perishing nature of earthly things 
is likewise a reason for bestowing a moderate and 
lawful share of our attention upon our temporal inter* 
ests. Let us do what we can, the world cannot be se* 
cured to us, and therefore we must choose a more dur- 
able porticm ; but by the blessing of God upon our ho- 
nest labours, we may in most cases expect to enjoy & 
competent of deurthly blessings; ^ereas n^ig^ieein 
our earthly business will in all probability reduce us to 
those straits which would embitter our days, and those 
shifts whidi would prejudice our credit and our con>» 
sciences. 

God's bounty is a great encouragement to- our iit« 
dustry. 

Ver. 25« The hay appeareih, and the tender gratt 
shmeth itielf, and the herbs of the mountains are ga» 
thered, 

God has given us great testimonies of his goodness, 
in giving us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons. 
By his kind providence the springing of the earth is 
blessed, and the mountains are covered with herbage, 
which may be gathered for the use of those beasts that 
serve for the use of man. Does God stretch out his 
hand with blessings, and shall man, ungratefully and 
foolishly despise the bounty, and lose the benefit of it 
by his own neglect and sloth? If God puts a price into 
our hands, to get either heavenly wisdom or the need- 
ful blessings of lifis, we are fools if we have not heart 
to employ it for the intended purpose. ' The valleys 
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and the mountains^ whidi rejoice and sing to God, 
ay out against sluggish men. The necessity and ad« 
vantage of industry and care are very visible; 

Ver. 26. The lambs are for ihy clothing, and the goats 
are the prke o/ihefold. 

Ver. 27* And thou shall have goaVs milk enough for 
thy food, for the food of thy household, and for mainten- 
ance for thy maidens. 

By industiy you shall have clothings and food, and 
rent for your fields, or money to buy new possessions; 
You shall not perhaps be able to procure the luxuries 
of life^ but these are not to be sought after ; you shall 
have a comfortable maintenance for yoursdves and 
your families ; your maid servants shall have plaity of 
that food that is premier and convenient for them. On 
the other side, if you neglect your business, you bring 
want not only upon yourselves, but upon those for 
whom you are bound to provide. " If a man provide 
not for those of his own house, he is worse than an 
infidel," or even a robber in the Arabian desert *. 

But how does our Lord say, " Labour not f(nr the meat 
that perisheth, but for that which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life ?" His meaning is, tiiat we are to labour in 
the first and chief place, for that enduring bread. If 
we must not be careless about our bodies, and the in- 
terests of this life, which passes away like a doud, 
what care can be too great about our everlasting in- 
terestst? 

If men must look well to the state of their flocks 
and herds, they are guilty of insufferable negligence 
who have some of Christ's flock committed to their 
care, as masters, or parents, or teachers, or pastors, and' 
yet tiboughtlessly suffer them to perish %, 

* Job xxir. 5. t 1 Cor. ix. 25. % Cor* ir. 18. 
X £zek. zzaf. 4« 
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CHAPTER XXVIi;. 

VcT. 1. TAe micked Jke when no man pursueth : hut 
the righteous are hold as a lion. 

The wicked are so desperately hardened t^at they 
have BO fear of -the most horrible dangers, at least they 
have not -fitidi an apprehension of them, as to flee to 
that -sure and only refuge -which Divine grace has pro- 
vided. At the same Hme they are so wretched that 
that they are never in security, and are Hable to the 
most distressing terrors, when diere is no reason for 
tfiem. The Syrims that besieged Samaria heard the 
noise of chariots send horsemen, which threw them into 
aitch a pamc that they 'fled away, and left their bread 
and clothes behind them. ' In Iflce manner, sinners are 
liable to terrors which sometimes encompass them Hke 
waters, when no reason can be given fer thei^ ; for the 
objects which ouglit to alarm transgressors, and have 
a tremendous reality in them, are not the &ing8 that 
take hold of their minds. They are like madmen Ti%o 
fear not a drawn sword, but tremble at the shaking of 
a leaf, as if it were a devil ready to hurrythem away 
to the bottomless pit. No passion is more tormenting 
than fear, and a sense of guilt producing it It was a 
^nidiment threatened against the people of Israel, if 
they revolted from God, that they should flee before 
t}»ir pursuing enemies ; but it is a ^ign of ^ utmost 
wretdbedness, when men flee away through terror 
when there ate no enemies, but such as are conjured 
up by a timorous fancy. 

Sinnens have great reason after all to fear, even when 
the objects of their fear are mere £mcies. God is angry 
6 
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witk them every daj, and their anxtons alanfis are a 
part of iHae punishment of ^beir tins *, Thej cannot 
expect tranqtdltity asid happmess of mind but m Chnst* 
by >Hiom "we are ddivered ftom the guih of sin, and 
enjoy that peace trhich passeth all imderstanding. 
Those who are justified by his righteousness, and kd 
in the paths of righteousness by his Spirit, ^ore bold as « 
lion, the most courageous of creatures upon earth ; for 
tliey are delivered from all danger of condemnation; 
tliey are at peace with Ood, aoid a league is made for 
their safety with ^ke stones of thefi^, and -die beasts 
tff thcear^, and die serpents of the dust. Hiey may 
httve many enemies, but God is their friend, and no 
weapon fomted agunst them nhafi prosper. They 
may meet with ad ve i- siti e s and deaths, but dtey shdl 
meet with nothing to ^separate them from tiie io^ of 
God, w^ nothing that was not designed for them by 
an aU wise imd^gracious providence, with nothing but 
w^iat'shall'contt^brute to dieir good. 

Hie righteous are sometimes timorous like doves, 
but they hare reason to be bold as lions ; tiiey have 
tiiat. spirit which is a spirit of power; they are par* 
take!rs of those graces which have a native tendency 
to expel tormenting feari> and to produce quietness 
and assurance far ever. Their natural ccmsiitution, 
then: remaining corruptions, iheir unhappy falls, their 
iiumerous enemies, may counteract their principles of 
holy courage^ but tiiey are commanded to be always 
Strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus ; and the 
day is coming idien every fear shall vanish away, and 
be succeeded by eternal triumphs. 

What effisct righteousness has to produce boldness, 
and to banish fear, appears from the histeory <£ die 
elders who obtained a good report through £dth t, and 

♦ jQb XV. n. t Hek xi. 
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of. the apotdeg and first Chrigtianst "v^ tchmapbed in 
the midst of daily death8« and in the face of bloody 
tyrants; nor have later ages been destitute of testimooea 
to the truth of this proverb. Martyrs have rc^ioed in 
flames, as if they had been beds (^ loses; and Chria- 
tians on a death bed haveoften said* '' O death» where 
is thy victory ! Thanks be unto God who giveth us 
ihe victory through our Lord JesuS Christ*" 
. Ver, %. For the transgreuiomtf a bmdpmatg^ mr^the 
princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and kmm^ 
ledge shaU the state thereof be prolonged. 

Ilie providence of God suffereth not a sparrow to 
fall unnoticed to the ground; how much less is it to be 
supposed that the affiurs of men, and of societies con- 
sbting of millions of men, are unobserved by the great 
God» whose kingdom ruleth over all* 

We often rejoice, and often mourn, when we; observe 
the occurrences of public governments, but we attend 
too little to the justice of Cod concerned in them« 
When frequent changes happen in the administrati<m 
by the deaths of princes, or by those revolutions which 
seat a new family aa the thrcme, God is carrying <m 
his purposes of mercy or judgment ; and although the 
same princes continue sltdi^ on the throng when the 
ministry is in a fluctuating state, and public measures 
continually changing, we may see the justice of Pro* 
vidence, and tlie provocaticMis of the Und caUIng daw|i 
that vengeance which is executed in the miseries 
brought upon a land by these means. J ox the trans* 
gressions of Israel and Judah we find many princes, 
sometimes cut off in a very short space of time ; and 
even the good Joslah was removed from an earthy to 
a heavenly kingdom, to make way for that punishment 
which was due to the guilt of the land *. 

" Ii. V. 7. t Kiogs ST. 24, 25. Zech. zl. 8, 
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. B«t a man of wisdom and piety, is a great national 
blessing. A private man of such a character may 8ome« 
tkideft' be a happy instrament of rescuing a nation 
ft&m destruction, or establishing its peace and hap- 
pjliess*^ But a prince furnished with skill to go- 
vern a nation, and with religion to govern himjself, 
is an inestimable gift of God. His wise choice of 
(Counsellors and magistrates, his good example^ his 
just and vigorous administration^ the countenance he 
gives to virtue^ and the checks he gives to wickedness, 
concur to establi^ the land in peace and prosperity, 
amd tiie blessing of God attends his government. 

The history of the good kings of Judah, and of al« 
nu»t all the good kings with which any nation has 
been blessed, are confirmations of this truth. Lord, 
give thy judgments to our king, and thy righteousness 
to the king's son. 

; Ver. 8. A poor man that oppressetk the poor^ is Hke a 
9fV€epmg rain which kaveth no food* 
• One would naturally think that poor men, though 
i^calted to high stations, would, through their know* 
l^ge of the heart, and experience of the hardships of 
a poor man, look down with tenderness upon the poor, 
and use their newl the protec- 

tion of those who it of which 

they were raised; lis that the 

worst of all oppre n the poor, 

"when they were ac oor that op* 

)H«ss the poor, ai dation that 

carries every thing rcely leaves 

any thing in the gi Future crop. 

Wheh poor men ^ jir new dig- 

hity too often turns their brain. They know not 

« EccL is 13. 2 Sam xx. 16. Job zxil 3a 
Vol. II. O 
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HMmielvMy aadthey ^sttiiii»t be «xpeeled to ((fitfvur itek 
foraier bi«tbr«n. 

Their expemnee ib£ tbe hafd«hip8 of payeTty loa^dt,' 
]9g with « eelfish Iftart^ diqpoeea tlma to ^^11^ 
ito retan^ l^ ^ipre$0iiig tliOBe bebwthcm. and^cag^ 
gmg every thuig mto thieir onm postesskm^ that th^ 
«iaj set thek sest en hjgh* and bedelivered firo^i th^ 
power of evil. It islhemfore veiy in^proper to place 
tfaiepo(HrMi ttftlioBS where th^ nafty have tm <Q^^(»ttt- 
ni^ to enrich thetfiselv^s At the etxp^Me of others un- 
leM 4hey ere well known to be meDi like Jofseph^ of 
inflexil^e integrity. Those 4^ait might behave Wl hi 
ptimte etatiesBi are often Qrn^its when tra^ptatiOB and 
eppoi^nily<»ncttr to auike them so s and histofgris 
full of ^ wsduefs whkfa arise &om the unwise^e* 
gleet of the instriMEtion givoi to nations and kings in 
this text. s 

How lovely 48 die character of omr fiecleeiier! He 
made himself poor for our sahe^ and he is new ^a^dted 
to aUr heavenly throne ; but ^hU hesfft- is mot exacted 
above those fMPor men on earth, wboas he voudisaffs to 
eall his brethren. He knows the beartof a pofr jnan, 
and Jie will deliver tbe needy when he crieth^ the^ j^oor 
also^ and him that hath no hdper. 

¥er.'4, Tkmi ihatforstdce the lam pmueib^mck^, 
hti such as kSp the latitconiend wUhUiemf 

Sinners not only det^y their own souls, but ^contri- 
bute to the rum ^ other men, by praising tbeir- wick- 
ed courses, and'encouaaging thens in sin. No wicked 
xum wishes to be ^\ed wicked, and tberefiore he puts 
false colours upon his owji ^and other men's sins, bi^ 
tizing them with the names^f those virtues to which 
they seem to have most resemblance. Drunkenness is 
called ^ood fellowship, covetousness is called prud^ice 
and frugali^, courage in sin is called In^very, and 
peevishness has th^ name of honesty and plain dealing. 
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ff ino good quality can be found to put a gloss upon 
their sins^ then the wicked will flatter one anoth^ by 
praimng than lor good qualities to whidi th^ have no 
shallow of a title> and at the same time extenuating their 
&alt9^ as if diey ^d no proportion to their good quali- 
ties. To fisrsake the low of God is a very bad thing ; 
fyut to take Measure in those that do lbt same, and to 
strengthen their hands in wickedness, is to walk in the 
-ways of Jerdboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
toahi. 

Hie iyraottce <^ sm is praise to eviUdoas. Our ex- 
ample is of itself an encouragement to those who ave 
iSoe fis tn their behaviour ; and when tJbose who have 
fidlen into sin through temptati<ai, and readve to re- 
form, see otbers coirtmwing in the practioe of iniquity, 
they will be emboldened to go on in the 4ame path ; 
tiiey see that th^ are no worse than other men. 

Of aH ^ners, those that have left off to be wise and 
to do good are the most pernicious enemies to holiness^ 
sad give the most efStebad encouxagem^it to ain^ The 
language of their practice is^ welniye tasted of the new 
'Wtne of religion, and mf^ ibid that the dd wjne of the 
l^easures of sin is better. Why ahotfld I leave my pce« 
«ent pracHoei^ says the widi^d mexi, to>take the yoke 
of teHgion on my neck ; othem have tmd it, >iq»d they 
£nd they are not Me to bear k, andliaye b«en ^Miged 
tovbake it off. They that ifomake the law, ane U^it^ 
ii^ec^ons to all acound themi and little conuder what 
loads of guik, their own imd other men's, liec^mn j^iem. 

/But tliey'tiiat keep the lajjpTjContend wit^ sinners ; for 
they dove God, and hate^mry thing that;pfov<rices and 
dkhpnours him. God pffimised Abraham to be a friend 
to his ^ends, and an enemy to his enemies. All the 
children of Abraham are heirs of this promise, and can 
they f<H!<bear to hate those that hate God, and to be 
grieved with those that rise uj^ agcunst him ? But their 
02 
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hatred to th«m that hate God has no ill* will to their 
persons in it. They wish well to their best interests, 
and are zealous against their sins for the mischief which 
they do to their souls, as well as ^e provocation they 
give to God. Those that keep the law are in very dif- 
ferent stations, and have very different degrees of influ« 
ence. Magistrates and ministers, parents and masters, 
if they have a zeal for God, contend each in their places 
against sin; but even those pious persons that are in the 
meanest rank of life have an opportunity of striving 
agdnst it, by their practice and prayers, and in many 
cases by thehr admonitions. 

God is well pleased with those that rise up fofr hhn 
against the workers of iniquity. Great were the ho« 
nours bestowed on the tribe of Levi for their impartial 
zeal against sin *. Yet we must remember ^at we 
ought to strive against sin with' God's weapons, and in 
our proper ranks, under the banner of him that was 
manifested to destroy the works of the devil^ and in the 
imitation of that example which he }eft us, that we 
might follow his steps. 

Ver. 5. Evil men understand not judgment, hut fhetf 
that seek the Lord understand all things. 

Evil men may have great talents, and much learning, 
but they understand not judgment, and therefore they 
cannot be said to understand any thing that is wordi 
the knowing. Their corrupt aQections spread a dark 
cloud over their judgments, that diey cannot tmder- 
stand the way of wisdom and holiness. Their ey^ are 
disordered and darkened by the malignant influence of 
sin, and therefore their whole course of life is full of 
darkness. It is true, they know their duty in matiy 
cases better than they practise it ; but the knowledge 
which they have is at best a learned ignorance, for they 

* Deut. zxxUi. 9, 10, 11. 
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are unacquainted with the necessity and excellency of 
doing their duty, and with those means that would be 
effectual for enabling and disposing them to do it. 

The understandings of sinners are perverse as well 
as their will. Some error is mingled with the know- 
ledge they have, which, unknown to others, andundis- 
cemed by themselves, misleads them continually. They 
cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God, but their 
minds and hearts are both sensual, and therefore there 
18 no judgment in their goings "*• 

They that know not judgment, know nothing at all ; 
they ftre more brutish in their knowledge than the stork, 
and the crane, and the swallow t. But they that seek 
the Lord know judgment, and therefore they know 
every thing that b needful to be known by them. They 
are acquainted with the method of salvation, and with 
the way of being holy and happy. And what know- 
ledge can be compared with this ? All the things that 
we can desure, all the things that are accounted pre- 
cious on earthy are but loss and dung, compared with 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lord# and of the way of salvation through his blood, 
and of being conformed to him in his death and life. 

The persons blessed with this excellent knowledge, 
are those that seek the Lord. They are set in oppositicni 
to evil men ; for they are all wicked who call not upon 
the name of the Lord, and who do not seek his favour 
as their chief happiness ; but they that i seek ^e Lord 
with the desire of their souls, are haters of evil, and 
lovers of goodness, and have their portion with the 
saints. Perhaps they dare not say that they have found 
him whom their souls love, but their desires shall not 
be always disappointed ; for those relishes which the Spi- 

• Matt vi 22, 23. + Jer. viil. 9. 
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lit of God has exeited in their souid shall bcr gratified kt 
due time* 

They that sedc the Lord search the Scriptures, and 
make them the subject of their meditati<«i ; and God 
blesseth their diligence by giving them wisdom throi^h 
his statutes. They pray with great fervency for thm 
promised spirit, and God gives the Holy Spirit to th^a 
that ask him : this spirit is a spirit of wisdom and re* 
velation to them, leading them into all necessary truth;, 
and therefore the spiritual man is said to judge all 
things. If he is sometuaies at a loss to know his duty 
in particular cases, yet he has sure promises to plead 
with God> and to encourage his own soul in tb^ hope 
that God will be pleased to reveal those things ^t he 
knows not unto him \ 

Ver. 6. Better h the poor that malketh in hu hd^Ug^ 
than he that itpervers^e m his ways though he berieh. 

We had the sense of this proverb in die begiimtsf of 
the Idth chapter; bat it is here repeated because ef the 
important instruction contained in it. GcAd and sik°ef 
glitter in our eyes, and daxzle our sight to sueh adegrte^ 
that a ridi sinner appears more respectable thati a saint 
in rags ; and the fatal Consequence is, that men labevr 
rather to be rich than holy. To direct our practice 
ari^t, it is necessary to have our unreasonaUe judg* 
ments of things corrected, and to esteem the poorest 
saint above the most prosperous titnsgressor. Upright* 
ness is so valuable in itself, that it gives a lustre to tl^ 
possessors of it beyond what all the dignity and we^dth 
of the world can do ; but double*mindedness and in« 
sincerity are so vile, that they stain the glory of th 
highest man on earth. Let us therefore choose t^ por- 
tion of God's pjsople, however mtan diey are, and pnrjr 
that we may not have our pcnrtion with the men of the 

• Pi. XXV. 6. ICor. ii. 15* IJahn ii. 2Q, ?7. Pha iil. 15. 
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woiAd) although thdr bellies should be filled with God's 
hidden treasure *. 

Ver. 7. Whosa keepeth Ike law U a wke son, but he that 
i$ a companion of riotous msn, shamelh his father. 

Let u» suppose that two m«i have each of them a 
son. The son of the first is polished in his manners^ 
has his understanding adorned with every liberal science^ 
and is placed in a way of life^ wherdb he has the 
pin^pect of making a large ftirtune ; but, alter all, wants 
the gvaoe of Gody and has no deep impressions ofrdi- 
gion : tile other man's son has none of these advantages, 
but is so deeply impressed with a sense of religioii, tiiat 
be shewa a respect in his behaviour to all God'a com'- 
mandments. Which of the two parents has mosS com- 
fort and credit in his son ? Solomon would answer,««<- 
tha second, because he is a wise son. 
. This wisdom will make a youi^g man to> choose good 
ioompany, and to avoid the society of xiotousi persons, 
and every thing that might reflect disgrace upon him- 
aolf or hb fiither ; but he that is unrestrained by a prin« 
ciple of religion. Is ra great danger of associating him- 
«elf with riotous and dissolute companions^ .^Jid he 
that is a companion of riotous personsi^ shameth his fa- 
ther, for he will soon imitate those whose company he 
Joves; OF, if he preserves himself frcnn their vices, (which 
can scarcely be expected,) he at least exposes himsdf to 
saepkiims, and loses his character. 

Do you wish to have credit in your d^dren ? Let 
your first and great care be to train them upin the nur« 
ture and admonition of the Lord ;. £Dr the wisdom in a 
son whereby he honours his &ther, lies mainly in keep« 
iag the law. Do you wish to give comfort to your pa- 
vents, and to reflect honour upon them ? Let religion be 
your great business, and choose for your companicsis 

* tIWi I III ■ I .1^ 

• Ft xvii. I4w 
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thofe that fear the' Lord. But hare no fellowship with 
dissipated youths. Let not their mirth and humour al- 
lure you into th^ company ; for you may as soon touch 
pitch and not be defiled, as have fellowship with bad 
men, without being iii a lesser or greater degree cor- 
rupted. 

Ver. 8. He that hy nmry and unjust gain increaseth hU 
subiiaMe, shall gather it for him that mill pity the poor*. 

The reason why men grind the faces of their poor 
neighbours, by usury and unjust gain, is, that they ex- 
pect to make themselves rich by such means. The 
reason why men are averse from pitying the poor is, 
that they fear "poverty will be the consequence. These 
hopes and fears are equally groundless. Solomon, in 
many places of this book, teaches us, that oppression 
and unmercifulness is the surest road to poverty, and 
that liberality to the poor is the surest and shortest road 
to riches ; because God ikiaketh men rich or poor at his 
pleasure, and by his secret methods of providence 
makes the money of the wicked to find its way into the 
purses of the righteous and merciful. This is a truth 
which experience often verifies. If it is not constant- 
ly, it is generally the case, and when things appear to 
be otherwise ordered, we ought to acquiesce in the 
sovereignty of God, and to believe that his word has, 
or will have, its accomplishment, though in a manner 
as yet unknown to us. Job was reduced to extreme 
poverty, after all his wonderful acts of generosity to the 
poor*, and never expected to enjoy any more happi. 
ness in this world, yet he never doubted of this truth. 
'Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare rai- 
ment as the clay;— he may prepare it, but the just 
shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the sil- 
ver t. 



« Job zzix. t Job xxtU. 16, 17. 
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Let us not be afraid of bringing poverty upon ourselves 
by well-doing. Do we not see multitudes of men en- 
deavouring- vainly to enrich themselves by unjustifiable 
means ? Do these men trust to the dictates of the devil 
and the fleshy and shall we refuse our confidence to the 
God of truth ? These men are the stewards of merciful 
men. They squeeze the poor to bring money into their 
own pockets, but God will distrain upon them, and 
bring their unjust gains into the possession of them that 
are good in his sight \ 

Ver. 9. He thai tumeth away his ear from hearing ike 
law, even his prayer shall be an abomination. 

If a subject refuses to grant the requests of his prince, 
which have the force of commands in them, what face 
can that subject have to appear with his own requests 
b^ore his royal master, or what hopes can he entertain 
that they shall be granted ? How strange then is it that 
sinners can expect any favour at the hand of the King, 
of heaven, when they are provoking him to ang^ every 
day to his face ! 

The law of God signifies the whole revelation of his 
mind, concerning our faith and practice. When we re- 
ject the salvation revealed in the gospel, we are guilty 
of the most ungrateful disobedience to God, and by re- 
fusing an interest in Christ, we render all:t)ur prayers 
unacceptable and abominable to God, who hears no 
prayers but those which are presented in tbe name of 
Christ. • When we live in a wilful disobedience to any 
of God's commandments, we declare all our professions 
to be insincere, and our faith to be a dead faith, and 
Aerefm^ we only impose upon ourselves, and we can^* 
not impose on the hearer of prayer, if we hope that any 
of our requests will be acceptable to him. If we have 
the genuine and living faith of God's people, and trust 

•. Eccles. il 16. 
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in God as liie hearer of oar prayers, we^vrtttwurely tear 
wiiat ihe L.oid God will si^ unto va, and r^ard every 
<me of hit precepts as tiie ap{^ of ooreje . 

When the wne man t^s us tki^ eren the prayer 4)f 
the siiuier k an abomination, he plainly insinuates^ that 
no act of devotum or charity can find acceptmice frem 
suoh aperson. He thatdiaobeys the law of God m^ 
be in soiitt cases Hberal to the poor, andin maoy Amg9 
be m9j gain the praise of men, but t/vtry thing that he 
does is detestable to God, who sees how oemtpt his 
principles and views are* Sach a man ts without Christ, 
and can have no hi^y iiiteeconrse with Cod. His 
heart is under the re^piing power of sin, and iAq best 
thing ^at he does is sinfbl ; he is a rebd to Gotl, and 
Cod is an enemy to him fioar his widced works. 

Ver. 10. Whot^ cameth ike tigbiema io go 4i9tr^ m 
an n/Urnaaff he skaUfali ihiwiseff into kkomn pits ^t ike 
righteomt shall kme goad thimgt in po$eeMH9ti^ 

He that digs a pit £or any man shall &11 into it f • 
How then can they escape who dig a pit fiir the favour- 
ites of God, or by their artfnl persuasions, and deceit* 
fill misrepresentatians, seduce the people of Cod imo 
those pits which have been digged for them by olbe«^? 
The Lord is the protector of the righteous, and the 
avenger oi the injuries diat are done to them by vio- 
lence or deceit. Their enemies me considered by Christ 
as his own fpemies; and he must reign till he h^t^b piit 
all enemies nnd^ his feet 

Thoee who contrive and eseciitemsc^t^V0tt&4«sigi^ 
against the oghteoiis, are contriviug miscbiefi^ f»^k^a^ 
s(4ves, and drawing a swmrd ^utof its seabbaid %»<|ie 
sheathed in their own bowek t ; &r ev^y ev^t.%th« 
woM is over-.rttkd by a ri^hteoiH providence^ . lEMsr 
my indeed meet with suecass at firat, fhr th^^ngfuf^^oi^ 

• I John iii. 22. f ^h. xsvt, ST. t ^>* ^ax^ 15. 
1 



y Google 



cftAl^ xtmn.'2 book ov wovsbk. $35 

MleA |o»»lii»e« into the pks prapatred for hha^ but 
they hove no reason to triumph ; for if the righteous 
should fall seven times in a day, yet he has an Almigh« 
tyheiper present %ith him^ vho wiU not suffor hjm to 
pevidi^ but wilLrnse iiim vsp, and put him in possession 
of idl Aem good ^ings whidi are pr<nmsed by that 
HothlkhMts which never could deceive. The willed 
man may soon bring abundance of misdiief upon hin- 
s^f by Msmdigiiity to tiiose whom GodsopporU; but 
he can bring no evil upon tfaem^ thatshaU not be made 
to work t^^ther widi o6ier tbings for thehr good) and 
be shall not be able to keep from them any of those 
good things wUeh are the sure portion of the heirs ci 
God. £av^ and hell may rage against the righteous— 
aU the foree and cunning of tiie old serpent and his 
seed iteay be exeited against tbem ; but they have con^ 
stent enoottragen^t to trust in God, todlntve no ve»* 
son to despond, for God vithdrawvtk not his eyesfimn 
the righteovs^ but with kings are they- on the throne. 
Yea^ he doth establish tfaemfor ever^ andth^ are ex* 
alted* 

Ver. 11. The rich man is mse in his emn eancmi, Attl 
^ poor iheA hath understanding gearcheih Mm mtt. 

Riches are good in themselves, and wt% Ycvy usefiil 
ikitiiehands of a wiseaadgood^man; but the gxeatest 
part dfndk men, m the judgment of SolomoB aod of 
dufkt, are tiie worse men fin* their tidies; because ihqi 
are a means of middng them mooe praud and self^eooa 
diked than they would otherwise be. They think Acpdik 
gditosiiieni^gTeaterabflities than poor men, becawso 
l^j^lribtttetMrwesiteh to their own sktU in b«si# 
*ess; or, tf they possess it by MMvitanee, they takeHa 
iiMnstlPM«its of importance, as if they were men tt 
a svptitfior'speeies to the MSt of tiie husnaw race. Tho^ 

m I I ■ ■ ■ ! .■■, ■■ I II. Ill I P, 
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respect whidi » shewed ^hem by cKserefetoQ^ and tlie 
court paid them by £attery, they consider as a tiibnte 
of praise to their great merit. 

The importance ^diich they assume^ and the respect 
which they exact, render tliem the objects c£ scorn «r 
pity to many of th^r poor neighbours* God has imparted 
his gifts variously. To some he has given moch- wealth 
and little understanding. To others, he has not given 
riches, but what is of incompardl>ly greater value^ a sa« 
• gacious and comprehensive mind ; and, therefore, no 
man .ought to be proud on the one hand, or dejected ca 
the other hand. Let each of us be thankful far the boun* 
ties of God to ourselves and others ; but it would be a 
great presumption to grudge other m^i whi^ God has 
thought fit to bestow on them, cht to be di^l^uied he^* 
cause he has not given us every thing. 

The poor that hath understanding sees through the 
weakness and folly of his rich neighbour that boasts of 
bis wisdom, and deqfiises him, not so much for hi^ 
want of sense, as for his groundless pretensions to it. 
Ko man would make himself the object of laughter, if 
be would be content with his due ; but when one ex-* 
acts more respect than he is entitled tOt he loses that 
respect which he would otherwise have. 

I^et ridi men consider, that much of 1^% regard 
wliidi they think is paid to themselves, is in reality 
paid to dieir ^purses ; and thi^ a home, might, ifit^ as 
much justice, be valued according to the splendour of its 
trappings, as;a man by the extent of his possessicHls^ 
Let them take care lest they expose themselves to tile. 
censure and scorn of their i<iftriors, by eoEactiiig'PeK 
^pectt and, what is worst (rf" all, lest they make die ^tfK$. 
of providence an instrumeirt of .their own destr»cti«Dr> 
by turning d^m into Nourishment to their vafiiqr, <aQd. 
obstacles in theur way to the kingdom of heaven. Paul 
enjoins Timothy to charge the ridi not to trust in 
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ricliea; pomting out to us that rich men are too much 
disposed to trust in riches^ and that trust in riches is a 
very dangerous vice. 

V©r» 1$. fVken righteous men do repoice fkereis greai 
ghr^ ; kul when the wkked rise a man is hidden. 

Wh^l righteous men are exalted to power in a na- 
tion, thejstate 4^ it is hai^yand honourahle; for they, 
poBish mckednesSf and ^loourage virtue; they pro* 
tect the liberty and property of their inferiors; and all 
men refoiee in their administration. 
. But .when the wicked enjoy the places of power, no 
man thinks himself sure of his life and property. Vil«, 
laina may rcj<Hce, because their crimes are countenan- 
ced* but h<Mie«t men run into comers to hide them« 
selveis ; lor many are^ (pressed, and all the rest are 
afraid. . Such was the situatiia^ of our own country an 
huwfced «ud fifty years ago. Let us bless God that 
things Are now on a vay different footing : and let us, 
pray vthait our juc^es may be always peace, and our exm 
tLcUxe$ r^teousness. 

How valuable is a right^us man ! If he i$ not a, 
blesQi9g.to all around him, the reason is because the 
sph^e qf his influence is narrow. How much is wick<« 
edness to be abhonredj It is the ruin of a man*8 omi 
soul, and it makes him a plague to all that are connect*, 
ed with hlxa. Bad m^n themselyes hate wickedness, 
wh^ they find, it pointed against themselves ; and ty« 
ran^.hay^ been execrated by all nations. 

Ver* IS» He that co^erelh his sins shalt not prosper i 
but whom eoi^esfethandforsaheth them shall have merc^. 

Siu; is the source of misery and rain : It has turned , 
angels inl^ deyils, and peopled the regions pf horror 
with thoie that (mee dwdt^ in the abodes, of perfect 
Ui^ It has broiight misery aa^d woe into our wprld^ 
that might have been a hw^ heaven, if we ha4 not re«^ 



y Google 



9K wf et i r m r or vn [[cHAF.xarvttt. 

ydted firom Crod^ sod datlrojtd owMi^res bjr o«r ini- 
quity. 

Bat, blessed be the Lord, our condition is not <fesp^ 
mte, like that c^the angels who kept set lliev fint ha^ 
bitation. God looked vpcm our race with an eje of 
Compassion^ and provided us efieelaal fdicf. Tile Son 
of God is onr great atoneveot^ and we m* ontttd to 
the enjoyment of paidon thfough fiMi m Yam Mewl, 
Under a deep sense of our guilt an4 d^iger^ w« «ro 
warranted to claim sidTation fmm mn and wnrth from 
that merey that rtigns through rigfateousBeaa unto 
eternal life^ by Jesns Christ our Lord. 

But such is the folly of muiy sinners^ tbct tkey 
would rather hide thnr sine from thw own eyes^ BaA, 
if possible, from the eyes of God, tiian toceriv ntrcy 
under ifhedbaracter of sMHiem. They will i^low i 
selves to be sinners, but they will not conless thoit \ 
or, ff they cannot altogether deny them, they endea* 
vour to save their honour, or radier their pride, to tfo 
ruin of thbir souls^^ by excusing and exiemnling tben, 
or by transfenring, like our fivst parents, lAnt bkme of 
them to odiers. How foolish is it l<Nr duMse diat pine 
away under e mortal (Bseue to eoneeal it fnmk liie 
knowledge of Ae world, rather than seek a cow iiees 
the j]9iysician I 

Tho«e who oovertheir sins shall not prosper ; for 
it b impossible to cover Aem from the eye cyf eur 
Judge, and to endeavour to shelter owsrives under ee< 
v'erings &at are not of his s|Hritr is an addkienal'pro. 
vocatioii to the e3res of hie glory. If we would jndge 
ourselves we should net be judged; but if we oover 
our tins with excuses, and wiU not siiftnr onteeliieii te 
be sensible of our absolnle need ef eoveraigftHaeMy^ 
how can we expeet to siiace in tiiet g a ^vath si, whkli is 
Wowed en men toAe pnuseefthe gbryef ^ grac e 
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refuse to tbe pl^mciaii the ^mise of a cure, 
- Thsre sra some who expoae ihasMeUes to the oen^ 
flttreof ditttext, ky hiding their sliw ftooi men, when 
firoTideiicc» by bringii]^ them to tight, caU« for a piib^ 
itc Gonleflaon tt .one evidence of rcqpentaace. Such 
penofiffthhik it would be a di^enour to them tof conr 
iSeaa iheir fiuilta; but the dishonour lay in eoaii»ittin^ 
A$m, aad confesaioD, with other f^roofis of repentance, 
H the mAy peasifale meana g£ wipiDg it away. They 
jMod npoB a fidse point of honour, and expose them-* 
selves to dkgracae and miaery ; for they shall Bot prosp 
fier, beeause they refiiee to give glory to God by tak« 
ing shame to theaoselTea*. 

Tfaeoe thfti hide their ains eball not prosper^ because 
ilhej rtjeet thai mercy withottt which they must be nyU 
^tisalde. They prefer thejr ow» %4eaf coverings to 
that coTeving of sin by pardoning mercy which is the 
fproond of bletsedness to the gui^yt, Bot if we coa- 
feas our ^ns, God is £uth&l and just to forgive ua 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all iiBrighteous9e«9» 
Under 'tiie law, the offerer of an fttoeaqg aacrifice was 
ji|]|xHnted to lay hn hands upM the head of the victin^ 
.«s ateken of the trtfislati<H) of Jhis guilt untohia sacri- 
fice. In like maimer, we are to confess our sin, wiA 
m d e p e nd en c e on that btesaed saerifiee whieb takes 
snraythe sinof tbe world, eUimmg the pardon of our 
Jnkpihies Ikroiigh the Moasiah^ whose soul w/u made 
an oCodng^r ain; and thrwgh him all that believe 
are justified firom all things firom which they oonld not 
iw Jostifed hy the hmr of Meaea. 
• But what rindl we say of those who confess their ains^ 
Jikn Phaiiflii, and again return to tfie praotioe of them ? 
€1wae 'penena are not pavUd^ra of mer^, fear their 

■ I ■■111 Wi — _ - w 
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confessions were never sincere. They-were never pro- 
duced by a genume homilialion^ nor mingled widi 
fiuth in Uie atonement^ and dierefore they are not ac- 
companied with reformation. Tjiey are provocations 
to God^ because he is mocked and insulted by sudi de- 
ceitlbl jMt^essions. But he that oon&sseth tmd fbrsdk- 
edi his sins shall have mercy. It was divine mercy 
that wrought in him sudi a happy temper. The sin- 
cerity of his repentance is an evidence of his interest in 
tiie blessings ci saving metcy. That mercy whidi he 
has already experienced shall still follow him, till he is 
crowned with loving-kufidnesses and mercies*. 

Ver. 14. Happ^ is ike man ihatfearHh ahva^ ; but 
he thai kardeneih hU heart shall fall into nUsehiefi 

** The righteous is bold as a lion/' says the wise 
man. How then does he pronounce a blessing upcm 
the man that feareth alway ? Christian courage is very 
consistent with an holy and chrld-like fear of Go^ 
ahhough it is opposite to that slavish and dispiriting 
fqur which often possesseth the hearts of the diSdren 
<^ disobedience. 

The believte in Christ trusts in God as a fii1her;bnt 
his confidence is mingled wHh a deep veneration of die 
holy name c^ God, whicli makes him to dread the 
thoughts of sinning against hhn more than death^ and 
to tremble at die word of God, lest he dumld break 
any of its precepts, or deserve the execution of any of its 
threatenings, or seem to come short, through mibelk^ 
of any of its promises. Paul was a triumphant believer, 
yfho feared nei^er men nor devils, and reckoned him- 
self perfectly secure against every charge that m^^ 
be produced against him ; and yet he lived in die con- 
stant exerdse of holy fear, whidi disposed him to bring 
down his body, and keep it in subjedion, lest when he 

* Psal. xzui. Luke zr. 
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had pneadied the gospel to others^ he himself should 

. He is not an unhappy but a blessed man whose heart 
is continually governed by this fear. It has a happy in- 
fluence upon his soul, to guard itfromthe temptationsof 
satan and the world> and to ke^ it dose to the Redeem* 
er. It tends not to obstruct^ but to promote the ex« 
ercise ^f faith^ and hope, and joy in the Lord. Thus 
fear is a fruit of the Holy Spirit^ and a blessed means of 
establishing the heart in the love o£ God. It is a hap« 
py sign c^ an interest in the everlasting covenant of 
mercy^ and in that special favour of God which is the 
source of all our joys *. Josiab's heart was made ten- 
der by this fear ; and judgment could not light tipon 
that land where he reigned, till he was removed out of 
it .to a better kingdom. 

Bat wretched is the man who is not afraid to sin 
against his maker and judge. His heart is hard as the 
nether millstone. He thinks himself a man of courage, 
but his courage is the bravery of an infernal fiend. He 
is jiot impressed with the awful authority of God, nor 
i¥kejbted wi:lh the astonishing (leclaraticms of his mercy, 
nor terrified at the trem^dous thunders of the threats 
ening law« Shall such a man escape the vengeance 
wjiich he defies? Qr,ni otb^ words, is he strongs than 
th^Lord? ^ 

^Let Pharaoh's ruin in the Red Sea, and the destmc-^ 
tion of Israel in the desert, and the misery of that na- 
tion which rejected our Saviour, be condidared by stupid 
sinners, that they may judge whether a man can har- 
den himself against God ai^ prosper. Wherefore, as 
the Holy. Ghost saith, *' to-day, if ye will hear the voice 
of Christy harden not your hearts f ." Do you find your 
hearts stubborn and insaisible, after all God's dealings 
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with you bf his word and providsnee ; put I^Mn aita die 
hand of God, that he may take away firm yoii tint 
hearts of stone, and igive y&a, Iwarts oH flesh *. 

Ver* 15. As a roaring Mon and a ranging bear, 90 is 
a wieksd mkr ootr ike poor people. 

The lion and the bear are two of the fieiicest kmcb 
of ammals ; hot they are doubly dreadliil whentlle one 
is roarings and the other ranging about for pre^y, se^ 
ing in ^e rage of hunger whom they may deYour, No 
less dreadlttl is a tyrant who spreads desolation and t«& 
ror through ^ country^ by oj^essing his poor si^ 
jects. He is a genend enemy''; but his crmky is fdt 
most by die poor, who have no means of resistance in 
their power, and who can least bear his exaetionB. 

Oppressors are called bene&ctcnni by their slavish 
flatterers, but they are called wHd baaats in Scripturt. 
The fiercest of animals, at die time when they sttspass 
themsdves m fierceness, are used by Shimon as enki 
blems of their savage nature. But these easbtomg woe 
insufficient to repres^it the monstroua barbawties dnt 
have been often exercised by those that were aft die 
head of the Roman empire in its pagan or andchnsthn 
state ; and, thereiSwe, Dmiel asud John M|«esent theaa 
nnder the figure of monsters more dreadftd than any 
that were ever beheld by die e3^e8 of men t* Thehu»« 
guage of inspiration could not furnish out more terrible 
iawges for the devil himself, tha^ those which have been 
used to represent the wickedness of tyrannical ainipar* 
sectttii^ powers. 

We ought to be diankfol fyr the wounds that h«ee 
been given to the beast with seven heads and ten hofiie» 
and fW the civil and religious UfoerdM whioh we emm 
jej; and to pray with i^rvenqr, that diosenatioMa which 
groan under the oppressions c^ehril or sj^ntual tyranny, 

• J?r. xxxi,'18. + IHund vii. 10. Revt xiif. 
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may be rtflcved from their bondage^ bj that great king 
ef wtKMXi it was promised^ that he would judge the 
poor and needy, and break in pieces their of^ressors. 

Ver. 16. The prince that nanteth understanding is also 
a great oppressor : but he that hateth covetousness shall 
prolong his days. 

Those princes are cursed with a blind mind as well 
sm an iron heart who oppress their subjects ; for other- 
wise they could not, for the gratification of a senseless 
hut of haymg, make th^oaselves the plague and curse^ 
the abhorrence and execration of thousands and mil- 
Itone, and expose themsdves to those plots from men, 
and that vengeance firom heaven, which seldom suffer a 
tyrant to fill a throne for many years. 

Want of understanding is the root of covetousness 
in any man, especially in a sovereign prince, whose 
proper treasure liea in the breasts o£ his subjects. A 
wise prinoe not only abstains from oppressive «cactions^ 
but hates covefeoosnesa, and would far rather deny him>- 
'•elf the i^easures and splendours of royalty, than im* 
pose esoessive burdens on his subjects. Happy is the 
prince who is possessed of this disposition. He shall 
live and reign for many years. He has a throne in the 
heart of every subject; and there is not one in his do* 
samieiM, who has any sense of gratitude and generosity, 
that will not venture his life in his defence. 

Ver. 17 • A man that doth violence to the blood of any 
'porson shaU Jlee to the pit, let tio man stay him. 

As he thftt digs a pit falls into it, so the murderer of 
bis neighbour is his own nunrderer, God commands his 
biood to be shed by men, imd his providence seldom 
toffcvs a murderer to escs^e. The pit of destruction is. 
piiepared for him, and he is driven to it by vengeanee 
. which wiU not suffer a murdmrer to live. 

Let no man conceal the destroj^r of his leDow-men; 
let no man plead for him ; let no man solicit a pardon 
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for him ; let no man do any thing to hinder his just pu- 
nishment; but let every man contribute his endeavours 
to bring the assassin to the gibbet Whatever have been 
his merits in other respects^ whatever excuses he may 
plead for his crime^ whatever connections you may have 
with him by relation or friendship^ you make your* 
selves sharers in his guilty if you help him to escape jus- 
tice. The land is defiled with bloody if the murderer 
(when he can be founds and the crime can be proven,) 
escapes unpunished ; how deeply then must they be de^ 
filed, who stay him from fleeing to the pit ! Justifying 
the wicked is a crime of the same nature with condemn- 
ing the righteous; and saving the life of a murderer haa 
the same relation to the guilt of slaying the innocent. * 

Is God so severe in his laws and providence against 
murderers ; let us give no indulgence to any of those 
passions or dispositions, that lead to such a black and 
atrocious crime. Hatred and wrath do not always end 
in blood, but blood commonly begins with hatred and 
wrAth. These malignant passions are viewed as mur- 
der by the holy eyes of God ; and the man who indulges 
them has committed murder already in his heart*. 

Ver.28. fVhoso walkelh uprighlly shall he saved; but 
he thai is perverse in his ways shall Jail at once. 

He that walketh uprightly walketh surely. But may 
he not stumble and fall into calamity? Solomon never 
meant to deny that he may; but although he fall, he shall 
not be utterly cast down. He shall be preserved and 
rescu^ by the power of God, who looketh upon the 
upright with complacency, and glorifies his power and 
faithfulness by the salvatipns which he bestows on 
them. The upright are exposed to the same calamities 
with^other men, and sometimes they meet with special 
hardships and. dangers for the sake of their upoghtuess; 

•Mstthcwv. 2l,««, 
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but if they should die for the sake of a good conscience, 
they are safe, for Christ hath assured us, that he who 
loses his life for bearing an upright testimony for the 
sake of Christ shall save it 

The double-minded man expects safety from his 
pliable temper. He is not like the inflexible oak, but 
like the pliant osier, which bends with every wind, 
and therefore he thinks that no tempest shall blow 
him down ; but God hath said it, and his word will 
stand that he shall fall at once. His arts may succeed 
for a time to spin out an infamous life, or to preserve 
his property and credit ; but the ruin which he en- 
deavours to avoid, shall seize upon him when he is 
not expecting it, and to his great mortification, he shall 
find himself ruined by those very arts which he em- 
ployed for his security. He is cast into a net by his 
own feet, and he walketh upon a snare, and his de« 
Struction, when it comes, shall be complete and ir« 
reme(&ble. It may be delayed for a time, but when 
It comes it shall not need to rise up the second time *. 

Ver. 19. He that iiUeth his land shall have plenty of 
iread, but he Ihat/oUotveth after vain persons shaU have 
p^vevly enough. 

We must seek firom God our daily bread, but we 
must not expect to have it rained down like m^ma 
from the clouds without any labour of our own. Let 
us join industry to our dependence upon God, and we 
)shall have bread enough for ourselves and our families^ 
and something to give to the poor. 

But the man that loves idle company has no relish 
for the business of his calling; he learns habits of idle<i 
ness and dissipation, which will soon bring him to po- 
verty. He behaves as if he were hungering and thirst- 



* Nah. i. 9. 
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ing after porertyi and he riiall wxm be ffled #itli tf^ 
which he is so eagerly seekmg after *. 

Ver. 20. AfaHhfid man shall abound with blessings, 
but ht that maketh haste to be rich shall not be ihneeent. 

He is a faithful man that prefers his dnty atid his 
consdence to his interests, and would rather suflfer po- 
verty and disgrace a thousand times, than obtain 
riches as the reward of iniquitous compliance with the 
wicked, or any violation of his duty to God or tnan. 
Covetousness is absolutely inconsistent with ^thfiil« 
ness ; for when men are more eageHy solicitous td be 
rich, tihan to be approved of God, their ruling passion 
win on some occasions hurry them over the bdly of 
their consciences to iniquity ; and by a course of bad 
actions their consciences will be hardened, and ^ey 
will be reconciled to every thing, however unfair and 
unjustifiable, that promises to put money in flieir 
pockets. As the men that love God with a supreme 
affection wiQ displease their dearest friends, and mor- 
tify their most eager desires . rather than olfendGod, 
so those that are determined to be ricfi wiH ventiire on 
every danger, atid ^splease all the world and God 
himself, rather than want that shining metal Whidi 
darkens the splendour of every other excellency in 
their eyes. 

The faithful man, like Job, shall abound with bless- 
ings, for men will bless him, by applauding hh inte- 
grity, and by prayers in his behalf; and the blessing is 
mot causeless, but shall come npohhim. His faithful- 
ness, when it is a fruit of the spirit t, is an evidence 
that he is l)lessed of God, and an heir of blessings of 
the richest kind. 

But the man that loads himself with guilt, by endea- 
vouring to lade himself with thick clay, shall be heavy 

• Ch. xu. 1. t GaL t. 23. 
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laden with w«n<-eamed oorsts^ diat shall nnk Imn deep 
in perdition and deetmcticm \ 

Ver. ftl. To have respect qf^persons is not good, for, 
Jbr a piece rf bread that man nill transgress. 

When judges are first perverted from integrity, it i» 
owing to some powerful temptation addressed to themt, 
which they think irresistible ; at the same time^ they 
think that they will never transgress the rules of justice 
&r 4Uiy paihry (NiDsid€n*ation. If jusdce is to be violate 
ed> said Julius Csesar^ it is to be violated for the sske df 
msqpm. Few of die covetous or ambitious hold thdr 
integrity at sudi a high price^ but tfiey must have some 
iraluaUe conaderation in exchange for their conscience 
and iionesty. Some will sell justice for an estate or a 
title, that would scorn to barter it away for a trifle of 
money, or to sell their souls at such a pitiful price as 
that which Judas Iscoriot had for his master. 

Bat the»e is great danger in yielding to saap^ tempta« 
tion^ however great ; for besides that it is the sign of a 
oormpt heart, the conscience tbat is once violated, will, 
in time, be prostituted and debauched, and the most 
tviiing temptation will become a sufficient motive for 
^•greatest Iniqtiities. The second step in wickedness 
wiUnotraiseW^ a conflict in the soul as the first, and 
the third will be easi^ than the seccmd ; and the most 
detestable villanies will appear less horrible to a man 
hackneyed in iniquity, than the slig^st deviations 
from justice <mce 4id -to the same person. He that 
would not transgress without the offer >of diousands, 
will at lengtii tmnsgress ibr a piece of bread; and he 
that once revised a whde estate, if he sufier himself at 
lost to be perverted, will become so degenerate, that he 
will sell t^ ri|^lteous for a few pieces jo£ sihr^^ and 
the needy i<»r a pair of shoes. 

1 " ' ' " i I 

♦ i Tim, iL 9. 
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Oppose the b^nnings of sin, and give no plaee to 
the devlL If he can prevail upon you to comply now 
and then with his temptation^ he will expect to bring 
you by degrees into such a compliant humour^ that be 
will hare no occasion to put himself to the trouble of 
tempting you at alL 

Ver. 22. He that hastelh io be rich hath an evil eye, 
and considerelh not thai pover/y thoU came upon Um. 

They that will be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare. An evil eye is one of the products of a heart 
governed by the love of ridies. A man of this temper 
is so tenactousi that every thing he can catch stidu to 
his fingers, and he cannot look with a bountiful eye 
upon the distresses of the poor, or stretch forth his 
hands for their relief. It is an eye- sore to him to see 
any man prospering but himself, or to behold any fish 
coming into the net of his best friend. He is so tho* 
roughly immersed in selfishness, that he can hear no 
good news, except of some profitable bargain £ot him- 
self, or of some deceased friend, who has left him a 
sum of money. 

- Such a man shall be baffled in all his labours, and 
all his hopes will be dlsaj^nnntfed; for poverty shall come 
upon him. He lies under the curse of God ; and since 
it is the blessing c^God that roaketh rich, poverty must 
be the fruit of his curse. He makes both God and men 
his ^i^ies; and if eithcaf the injustitie of the one, or 
the just vengeance of the other can rifie his stores, he 
must be reduced to want. 

• The covetous man will not believe that poverty is 
coming upon him, for he imagines that he is taking the 
most efiectual way to become rich ; but it will bring 
upon him so much the greater distress and pain that ke 
was not expecting it. Those calamities, which are af- 
flicting if they are expected, are shocking when they 
were unlooked for. Saints themselves find great dif. 
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fieulty in bearing sudden reverses of fortune ; but what 
a terrible impression must they make upon wicked 
men^ who have none of those consolations that mitigate 
every distress to the people of God ! 

If the covetous man does not feel the assaults of po- 
verty whilst he lives, death will turn him out naked 
and stript of every thing, to another world. His sins 
alone shall cleave to him, and the curses which he was 
collecting to himself in greater quantities than gold, 
i^ll cleave to him through eternal ages. 

Ver. 23. He that rehukelh a man, qftertvards shailjind 
more favour than he thatjlaitereih toith the tongue. 

A desire of enjoying the good graces of our friends 
and neighbours, is the reason that We are so averse to 
give them faithful admonitions when they do amiss, 
and so ready to flatter them with our tongues. But is 
the neglect of faithftil reproof, or a fair and flattering 
tongue, the true way of gaining the favour of our 
friends ? By no means ; God has declared otherwise, 
and God turns the hearts Of men at his pleasure. If 
our ways please the Lord, we have reason to hope that 
he will turn the hearts of our enemies to love us ; but 
if they displease him, he will make those to become 
our enemies whose favour we courted by unworthy 
m^ans. 

Flattery may gain us a transient flow of kin^lness, 
and faithful reproof may excite a temporary disgust ; 
for the unbridled self-love of men makes them unwill- 
ing to hear any reflection on their own conduct, and 
disposes them to swallow down their own praise, with- 
out examining whether it is just or not. But the force 
of truth and reason will in time appear, and flattery 
will render the person that presented it odious, when 
the bad effects of it are found by bitter experience. On 
th6 other side, the faithful reprover is still esteemed, 

Vol. IL P 
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when he is not loved so well as formerly ; and m time 
it will be found that his faithfulness will procure him 
a greater measure of that good- will and friendship 
which he seemed to forfeit. If we wiA to enjoy a per- 
manent interest in any man's love, we should make it 
our first point to secure his esteem by deserving it. 

But, that we may experience the truth of this pro« 
verb, we ought to administer needful r^roofs in a 
friendly manner ; for if we beiiave like enemies in do* 
ing the office of a friendi we must not think it strange 
if we are taken for enemies. 

Ver. 24. Whoso robbelh his father or his mothers and 
saiih it is no transgression, the same is the companion tif 
a destroyer. 

Some graceless youths imagine there is little harm in 
robbing their Others ; and would take it very much 
amiss if you should class them with common thieves, 
for applying to their own use their father's money, 
without his knowledge or consent. They say in their 
hearts, that they are guilty of no transgres8i<m ; but 
the corruption of their principles is no extenuation of 
the badness of their practice. In the judgment of God 
they are to be ranked with the worst sort of villains, 
for they are guilty of violating, in a gross manner, the 
strongest bonds of nature. They waste the estate, and 
wound the spirit of one whom they are bound to love 
and honour, by the greatest benefits that one man can 
receive from another. And their relation to their pa« 
rents is not an extenuation, but a grievous aggravation 
of their crime. 

Parents should take care not to tempt their children 
to this sort of behaviour, either by withholding firom 
then^ what is meet, or by foolishly indulging them in 
expences which they may find themselves afterwards 
»))liged to restrain. 
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To say that we did not look upon a thing to be a 
transgression, will be no just excuse for any piece of 
conduct that we might have known to be criminal. It 
will only shew us to be so depraved, that even our 
minds and our consciences are defiled. 

Ver. 25. He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife; 
but he that putteth his trust in the Lord shall be made 
fat. 

Only by pride cometh contentioni and pride never 
comes without contention. The proud man has an high 
opinion of his own merit, and cannot bear with those 
who have not the same respect for him, that he has fop 
himself. When he finds a man that does not cringe to 
him, or submit implicitly to his opinions, he is instant^ 
ly alarmed as if an attack were made on his honour, 
and by his angry words and overbearing behaviour 
kindles up the fire of contention. 

The jHTOud man trusts in himself, and not in the Lord. 
He that trusts in the Lord is not high-minded and in« 
Solent. He has a low opinion of himself, and although 
he is not careless about his own reputation, yet he trusts 
God with his honour, as well as all his other concerns ; 
believing that if his ri^teousness should be eclipsed, 
God will in due time bring it forth to the light The 
weapons he uses for the support of his character, are 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ ; and the conse« 
quence is, ^at he lives at peace, and rather pacifies thaii 
stirs up strife. 

The proud are much to be pitied, for they have a 
poor wretched life* They can scarcely enjoy one day's 
tranquillity, because there are never wanting some to 
mortify their pride, and cross their ambition. But they 
that trust in the Lord enjoy an inward tranquillity and 
outward peace. The God whom they trust takes care 
of all their concerns, so that every thhig which they do 
?2 
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shall prosper ; or if any thing happens to cross their 
wishes^ they know that it is agreeable to the appoint- 
ment of God whose will they prefer to their own. 
Their souls are like a watered garden^ and like a well 
of water, whose waters fail not, for they are refreshed 
with the manifestations of the love of God, and the 
communications of his grace, and their hopes are full of 
immortality. O Lord God of Hosts, blessed is the man 
that trusteth in thee 1 But miserable are the proud, and 
they that trust in their own hearts. 

Ver. 26. He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool; 
hut whoso walketh wisely shall he delivered. 

We must not trust our own prudence, even about 
our worldly business, without acknowledging God in 
it, for it is a piece of folly to neglect him in whom we 
live and move, and whose blessing is absolutely neces« 
sary for our daily labours, and our daily bread. 

It is still more foolish to trust our own hearts in our 
spiritual concerns ; and yet we are guilty of this folly 
in a thousand instances. When we consult with our 
own judgment what worship we ought to give to God, 
instead of consulting with implicit submission of heart 
the oracles of God, who best knows what service will 
please himself — when we form our apprehensions about 
the doctrines of religion, without searching the Scrip- 
tures, and supplicating God to send forth his light and 
truth to direct and fix our judgments— when we try some 
other way of salvation than the way revealed in the gos- 
pel— when we form resolutions in our own strength, or 
persuade ourselves that we are able to keep them in 
opposition to temptation— when we endeavour to purify 
our owii hearts, by closely applying to them moral per- 
suasions, or even divine truths, without a sense of our 
absolute need of Christ as our sanctification : — In all 
these cases, and in many others, we are chargeable with 
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this folly ; and how gross the folly is may appear upon 
a slight examination of it. If any cheat had deceived 
us s^n hundred times, we would certainly deserve the 
character of fools if we trusted him any more ; and we 
are great strangers at home, if we are not sensible that 
it has been the common practice of our hearts to impose 
falsehoods on us from our youth up. The idolatrous 
heathens and Roman Catholics, the falls of saints, andf 
' the general wickedness of mankind, Vnight be adduced 
as proofs of the danger and folly of this carnal confi« 
dence. 

The only way of walking wisely is to have no con- 
fidence in ourselves, but to trust in the Lord with all 
our hearts, and to follow his counsels whithersoever 
they lead us. They that trust in their own hearts lean 
upon a broken reed, which will soon fail under ^em, 
and they will fall into mischief. Those that trust. in 
the Lord and walk wisely, may fall into calamities 
and temptations ; but, for their comfort, they have a 
sure promise of deliverance. Their distresses are the 
trial of their faith, and they shall end in joy and hap« 
piness *. 

Ver. 27. He that givetk to the poor shall not lack ; bui 
he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. 

Look upon the distresses of the poor, and your hearts 
will be melted into tenderness. If the sight does not 
affect your hearts, listen to their complaints and peti- 
tions ; if you disregard the voice of the poor, hear the 
voice of God commanding you to give to the poor. Do 
you grudge to give^a little at the command of him that 
gave you all ? God has answered every objection against 
his precepts in his promises. He condescends to assure 
you that you shall be no losers but great gainers, by a 

• Ver. 18. 
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diecrful compliance with his will. The poor cannot 
recompence you, but God will do it liberally. Are you 
afraid of bringing poverty upon yourself by your boun- 
ty ? Many have been ruined by withholding, never any 
by giving according to the will of God. Giving to 
the poor is the best preventive of poverty, for it is 
putting your money into the bank of heaven, which 
can never forfeit credit. The best securities on earth 
will not hinder your money from making wings and 
fleeing away. But he that giveth to the poor lendeth 
to the Lord, and shall surely receive it again when he 
needs it, with abundant increase. 

The uncharitable man hides his eyes from the poor, 
lest his eyes should melt his hard heart, and tempt him 
to sin against his god, the unrighteous mammon. He 
is as much afraid of any thing that might excite him 
to goodness, as a saint is of temptations to sin *. But 
shall he save his money by his unrighteous withhold- 
ing ? Will this procure him the blessing of God, which 
maketh rich ? He can expect nothing but curses as his 
reward. The curse of him that is ready to perish shall 
come upon him. The curse of God is upon his hard- 
ened soul, and upon his basket and his store. He is 
miserable upon earth, in the hatred of God and men, 
and he takes the way to be cursed at the last day, and 
to secure himself an abode in that place where judg- 
ment without mercy shall be executed upon them that 
show no mercy. 

Ver. 28. When the mcked rise men hide themselves ; 
but when they perish the righteous increase. 

The reign of wicked princes is a general calamity^ 
more dreadful than war and pestilence. Those that are 
not cut off, or stripped of their property, live in cJ)n. 

* Job ZZXL 1. 
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ttnual terror^ because they know not how soon the 
overflowmg scourge may reach themselves. These 
enemies of mankind are like ranging bears^ or roaring 
lions whilst they live^ and when they die^heir end is 
no more regretted than the death of a mad dog ; for it 
is a deliverance to the nation, and a blessing to the 
church. The righteous are then freed from tlieir re- 
straints, and take courage to themselves^- to support 
and spread the interests of religion and virtue. It is 
well known what happiness was caused by the death 
of Ahaz in the kingdom of Judah, and how Christian- 
ity was advanced in the Roman empire by the death 
of Julian ; and how the death of Queen Mary of 
England^ and the abdication of James 11. tended to 
the restoration of happiness and religion in our own 
island. 

How wretched are wicked rulers ! They are hated 
whilst they live above the ground^ and the curses of 
a nation pursue them to their long homes. They are 
accountable for the wickedness of thousands whom 
they draw or drive into sin ; and they lie down in the 
dust loaded with innumerable iniquities of other men. 
The mercy^ as well as the justice of God^ is engaged 
to chaee them out of the world ; and those who are per- 
verted by their influence upon earth will load them 
with execrations through eternity. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Verse 1 . He that, being often reproved, hardenetk his 
neck, shall sv^ienly be destrm/ed, and that n^ithoui remedtf. 

Asa, king of Judah, was a good man, and yet when 
he w^ reproved by a prophet, he stormed instead of 
repenting. This piece of history shews us that we must 
not despair of reforming those that depart from the 
path of duty, although they are not reclaimed by the 
first admonition. Perhaps they may relent at the se- 
cond or tl^ird admonition, and then we are richly re« 
compensed for our trouble *. 

But woe to that man that is stubborn and obstinate 
after many reproofs, He despises a merciful appoint- 
ment of God for his recovery, and tramples upon pre- 
cious pearls t. He refuses to bow before the Lord, and 
he shall be dashed ip pieces like a potter's vessel. He 
perhaps .designs to reform at some other time ; but he 
is hardened in sin, and puts off his intended repentance 
till judgment comes upon him unexpectedly, and he is 
ruined for ever. The reproofs which he received wDl 
then be like hot thunderbolts to him, and the remem* 
brance of them will feed the worm that never dieth. 

All of us meet with many reproofs from God. The 
warnings of his word, and the addresses made to sin- 
ners by the ministers of Christ ; the kind advices of 
ministers and friends, the crosses which providence 
brings upon men in the way of sin, and even the fa- 
vours which are showered down from heaven upon 
transgressors, are admonitions to them to leave the 

* Mat. zviiK 15. f Mat vii. 6. 
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ways of sin ; and bow shall ^ey escape the most ag^ 
gravated condemnation who continue impenitent ? All 
God's dealings with them are aggravations of their 
guilt, and they are not to expect that the day of God's 
patience will continue for ever, or that he will strive 
with them for so long a space as he did with the old 
world. To day, O sinners, if ye will hear the voice 
of God, harden not your hearts as in the provoca* 
tion. Those that fell in the wilderness are ensamples 
unto you ; your guilt will be heavier than theirs if you 
harden your hearts, when such a monument of ven- 
geance is placed before your eyes in the word of God. 
The oath of God still stands in force against those that 
alwa3r8 err in hearty and refuse to know God's ways ; 
and unless God can lie, they shall never enter into his 
rest. 

Ver. 2. When the righteous are in nuthority fhe people 
rejoice ; but when the wicked bearelh rule the people mourn. 

Like the ointment tfiat was poured upon the head of 
Aaron, and flowed down to the skirts of his garments, 
is the administration of a wise and pious prince. He 
diffuses peace and happiness around him. He is bless* 
ed> and he is a blessing to thousands. 

But the peo^e groan under the oppression of a wick- 
ed prince, and all the comfort they have is, that he is 
not immortal, and that either a kind providence will 
cut him off, or some provoked stroke of violence will 
Eid the world of such an intolerable burden. Let Us 
bless God for the establishment of our happy constitUf 
tion of government, by which princes are at liberty to 
do much good, and have their hands bound up, in a 
great measure, from mischief, if they were disposed to 
do it ; and let us rejoice in that blessed administration 
of grace, under which it is promised that the moun^^ 
tains shall bring forth peace to the people, and the little 
hills by righteousness, 
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Ver. 3. Whoso lavdk wisdom rejokdh his father ; inU 
he that heepdh company with harlots^ spendeth his tttb" 
stance. 

It is not the youth who has got much knowledge; it 
is not be that complies with the precepts of wisdom in 
rokny instances, but he that Ipves wisdom, and takes 
more pleasure in it than in all the delights of sense, 
that is truly a wise son, and gives joy to the hearts of 
his parents ; and he that loves wisdom will regard the 
happiness of his parents as his own^ and he will have 
no greater joy than in giving them pleasure. 

The love of wisdom will be a jHreservative from those 
dissolute courses to which young men are too much dis- 
posed *. But he that follows them discovers himself 
to be under the reigning power of folly. He spends 
his father's substance, and grieves the hearts of those 
who are the means of his existence. There are indeed 
strcmger motives ^an the loss of substance, but this is 
a consideration fitted to work on the minds of the 
thoughtless, unless they are so deeply plunged in sen- 
suality as to be almost beyond hope of recovery. The 
everlasting world is at a distance, and, therefore, it «p* 
pears to young men a piece of superfluity to think much 
about it at present, but poverty, and the^unha^^iness of 
those that love you, are miseries that follow hard upon 
a dissolute course of life. You are double fools, fools for 
time and fools for eternity, if neither present mnr eter- 
nal punishment can convince you of the danger of lewd- 
ness and bad company t. 

Ver. 4. The king by judgment estabUsheth the land; but 
he that receiveth gifts overtkroweth it. 

Would you practise integrity, take heed and beware 
of covetousness ; for the love of gifts is sufficient to per- 
vert even a king from the paths of judgment 

The prince that hateth covetousness shall prolong 

* Chap; m 4, 5» tCl>*P*z^^- ^4, 25. 
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his days ; but that is not all his happiness. He has the 
pleasure of seeing millions made happy by his means» 
and rejoicing under the shadow of his government. 
He establishes a land^ and bears up the piUars of it : 
for religion and righteousness, whidi are the safety and 
honour of agnation, are (effectually pnnnoted and en« 
couraged by him. His authority and influence^ his ex- 
ample, and his proper choice of inferior magistrates^ 
are unspeakable advantages to his people, and a race 
yet unborn shall rise up and call him blessed *. 

But the fountains of justice are poisoned, and the 
pillars of it subverted by a prince that is too fcmd of 
money. He perverts law into oppression, and makes 
his subjects unhappy. He destroys the foundations of 
his own throne, and plunges himself and his people in« 
to inexpressible '^miseries. He Imngs down the judg« 
ments of God upon a land, and is himself one o£ the 
greatest judgments that an angry God can inflict upon 
a nation. 

Ver. 5. A man that Jlattereik his neighbour ipreadetk 
anetfor his feet, 

Solomon was a great enemy to flattery. He tells us 
that the flatterer worketh ruin t ; that he is as bad 
as the man that curses his friend % ; and here he illus« 
trates the mischief which he does, by comparing him to 
a fowler that catches the unwary birds with his net. 
The flatterer sometimes intends to ensnare the person 
whom he praises, and to persuade him to serve the flat* 
terer's interest to his own damage. You are a man of 
a genarous and friendly disposition, says the fawning 
hypocrite, and I am sure ^at you will serve me in this 
matter. Such arguments win upon a man's vanity, and 
seduce him to do himself the greatest hurt, or to expose 
himself to very great dangers that be may not disap« 

• Psalm Ixxv. t Chap. xxyi. 28. % Chap. xxviL 14. 
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point the expectations that are formed of him. Many 
have been cheated into poverty, and many have been 
cozened into sin and hell by such artifices. 

But although the flatterer has no other selfish design 
but to insinuate himself into the friendship of the per- 
son whom he caresses^ he may be justly said to spread 
a net for his feet^ by betraying him into the hands of 
his worst enemy. We all flatter ourselves ; and our 
self-flattery makes the praises of other flatterers wel- 
come^ and these gratify and feed our pride^ so that we 
are in double danger of falling into^the condemnation 
of the devil. 

If flattery be a net^ we ought to be on our guard 
against it^ and to keep a suspicious eye upon those that 
praise us to our faces. Birds are silly animals, and there 
is no wonder that they suffer themselves to be catched 
in the snare of the fowler ; and yet when they find 
themselves fast in the snare, they flutter, and use every 
possible effort to escape. Men are like silly birds when 
they are caught in this net, and they are sillier than 
birds, when, after all, they make the flatterer welcome 
to their houses, and his fair words welcome to their 
ears. 

Ver. 6. In the transgression of an evil man there is a 
snare; but the righteous doth sing and rejoice. 

Wicked men are ensnared, either when they arc se- 
duced to sin, or when they are involved in miseries 
from which they cannot deliver themselves, and in both 
these senses they find a snare in their transgression. 
One act of sin makes way for anotlier act, and the se- 
cond for a third; and the repetition of many sinftd acts 
produces a settled habit, which gains an irresistible pow- 
er over the soul, so that the sinner who meant to repent 
after he had indulged himself for a time in the plea- 
sures of sin^ finds himself quite indisposed to put his 
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resolutions in practice^ and walks on in his trespasses till 
destruction comes upon him without remedy. Besides 
this, one kind of sin prepares the way for another that 
is worse, because the natural effect of sin is to stupify 
the understanding, and harden the heart ; and he that 
entered into the way of the ungodly, proceeds, , in the 
next place, to stand in the counsel of the wicked, and 
then sits down in the seat of the scomer. 

Wicked men find the thcnns and snares of inevitable 
and irremediable calamity in the way of sin, and this 
will make them at last to curse themselves for their 
folly, in drinking down the delights of sin, which they 
find, too late, to be sugared poison. They think that 
they walk at liberty, because they have broken the 
bands of the Lord, and cast away his cords from them, 
but they will groan at the last, when they find them« 
selves entangled in the cords of their own sins. 

But the righteous are free from these snares, and can* 
not but sing and rejoice, and praise the name of the 
Lord, when they think of that sovereign grace which 
hath delivered them, like a roe from the hunter, and a 
bird from the snare of the fowlor. They walk in a safe 
way, and the sins and miseries which others meet in 
the way of destruction, excite at once their sorrow for 
the miserable creatures that expose themselves to such 
tremendous dangers, and their joy at their own happi« 
ness in escaping them all *. 

The way of sin is broad : the way of holiness is 
narrow ; but those have reason to mourn that are tra< 
yelling to the gibbet, although their path should be 
strewed with flowers. And those have reason to sing 
and rejoice who are walking over a rugged path to take 
posses^n of a throne. 

* Psalm czxxviii. 4. 
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Ver. 7* The rightemt considereth Ike eaust cf the 
powr T hut ike mcked regardeth not to know U, 

The wise man does not Mj that a righteous judge 
win countenance a poor man in his cause, for that would 
be to respect persons in judgment, and to consider his 
poverty rather than his cause ; but he tells us that a 
righteous man will endeavour so to investigate and ma« 
nage the cause of a poor man in judgment, that he 
shall not lose it, for his inability to defend himself. Such 
a man was Job. The cause which he knew not he 
seardied out He delivered the needy when he eried, 
the poor also^ and him that had none to help him. He 
broke the jaws of the wicked^ and plucked the spoil 
from his teeth. Thus he put on righteousness as a 
breast plate, and his judgment was as a robe anda di»» 
dem. All just magistrates will endeavour to follow the 
example of that venerable prince, for this is one article 
of the commission which they have from the great king 
who entrusts them with this power. Lawyers, and 
people in every station, as opportunity offers, are bound 
to testify their righteousness and charity in like man* 
ner, as far as it consists with the station in which they 
are placed*. 

But the wicked regardeth not to know the cause of 
the poor. Jt is the person that he regards and not the 
cause. He considers which of the two parties will give 
him most money, and passes such a decision, if he dares, 
as he thinks will tend most to his own interest ; or, if he 
is not yet so far gone in the ways of sin as to pervert 
justice in the most open manner, yet he will not be at 
the trouble of searching out the cause of a man that 
has no money to pay for it, and if his sentence should 
happen to be right, he is entitled to no thanks for it 

• Ff. IxzxiL Fiov. xziv. 11, If . 
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Let judges remember that they must give an account 
of every act of their administration to him by whom 
kings reign. Let the poor that suffer oppressicm oom« 
fort their souls by considering the grace of the Re« 
deemer's administration. He shall spare the poor and 
needy^ and he shall save the souls of the needy. He 
shall redeem them from deceit and violence, and pre* 
dous shall their blood be in his sight 

Ver. 8. Scornful men bring a city into a snare * / ^or 
rather^ scornful men ^el a city onjire, } but wise men turn 
avoay torath. 

The proud in heart stir up strife ; and the fire whidi 
they kindle is not confined within the narrow circle of 
their own immediate connections, but often spreads 
with fury through every part of the dty where they 
dwell They are public incendiaries^ that must have 
every thing done in their own way^ or, if their pride 
and honour is not gratified, they exdte universal dis* 
order, drawing over as many as they can to their own 
party, by all the methods of firaud and villainy, and 
provoking other men by their conduct, till there is a 
kind of civil war raised within the bowels of that so« 
dety to which they belong, and the city or country is 
in great danger of destruction. 

These proud and scornful men are the bane of the 
place where they live ; but divine providence has scat« 
tered some wise men through many places, who coun« 
teract their mischiefs, and by prudent management, 
keep under or extinguish the fiames of contention; to 
such persons, the places where they dwell are under 
the greatest obligations, and they ought to be reject- 
ed as much as the haughty and insolent deserve to be 
abhorred. • 



•C3>nd certainly means burning coals. Jos. zi 7. 
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There is another sense in which this prov^b is ye* 
rified. Men that despise God and goodness^ and laugh 
at instruction and admonition, kindle the wrath of God 
against the country to which they belong ; for they not 
only provoke the displeasure of God against them* 
selveSi but their example corrupts their neighbours, and 
those that do not follow their pernicious ways are in a 
lesser degree Sharers in their guilt, when they do not 
mourn for the abominations of the land, nor bear a pro-^ 
per testimony against them, and thus the whole com- 
munity is involved in guilt, and exposed to punish* 
ment*. 

But wise and holy men turn away wrath by their 
fervent prayers, and by the success with which th&r 
endeavours are sometimes blessed, to stem the torrent 
of corruption. Such men stand like Moses in the gap, 
and prevent the execution of deserved indignation, 
ai^d they justly deserve that glorious character of the 
chariots and horsemen of the nation. The wicked 
may call them the troublers 6f the land, but that is no 
strange thing, for Ahab reproached Elijah in such 
words. 

The holy seed are the substance and strength of » 
land. The wicked of a land are its most dangerous: 
enemies. Have we any love for our native country ? 
Let us discover our patriotism by endeavouring to 
turn away wrath. If this cannot be done, it may 
be we shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger; 
and it is certain that we shall in no wise lose our re* 
ward. 

Ver. 9'Ifo wise man corUendeth fvilh a foolish man, 
whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest 

They that keep the law contend with the wicked ; 



* £zeL is. 
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and prudence must direct us in what manner we should 
contend with them. Men have very different disposi* 
tions; some must be addressed with severe and sharp re- 
proofs^ that they may feel the iniquity of their conduct, 
but others are to be addressed in the language of mild- 
ness and gentleness, and will be won to goodness^ al« 
though they could not be driven to it *. 

We find that the prophets sometimes thundered^ and 
sometimes wept, and sometimes allured men by the lan- 
guage of love to repentance* God, who is well acquaint-^ 
edwith all the springs of conduct in human nature^ taught 
them to deal with men in these various ways; but experi- 
ence proved how generally this proverb agreed with the 
temper of foolish men ; for the prophets seldom had 
much success in their exhortations^ though diversified 
with all that wisdom and prudence in which God 
abounded towards men. The forerunner of our Lord, 
who was greater than th^ former prophets^ lamented 
unto the people of his generaticm, and yet they did not 
mourn. Our Lord himself piped unto them^ and the 
people wondered at the gracious words which proceed- 
ed out of his mouth. But they only wondered and 
did not generally repent. 

Let us endeavour to turn sinners to the wisdom of 
the just by all the prudent methods competent to our 
station. If we do not succeed in our charitable endea- 
vours, our reward is with the Lord, and obstinate sin- 
ners must give an account to the Judge of the living 
and the dead. 

This proverb teaches us to avoid all personal con« 
tentions with foolish men ; for whether we are angry at 
them, or endeavour by gentle means to reason or laugh 
them out of their folly, they will give us no rest, but 



• Jade 22, 23. 
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behave in such a manner as may throw us off our 
goard^ and deprive us of the possession of our own 
souls. When conscience and charity do not oblige us 
to enter into disputes with them for their own good, 
it is best to let them alone» except when the object <^ 
strife is sufficient to compensate our loss of peace* 

The last words of the verse are by some interpreters un- 
derstood of the fool, who is so intractable, that he either 
storms against the wise man that contends with bim, or 
laughs him to scorn, and treats him with contempt If we 
enter into dispute, we ought to behave with temper. 
Fury and scorn are the fool's weapons of warfare, but 
a wise man scorns to make use of tliem. As he wishes 
to do all things' with charity, so he can carry on a He* 
cessary dispute, either about religion, or property, or 
any thing else that will justify a dispute, with that 
meekness of wisdom which becometh saints. The ene- 
mies of our Lord were raaaarkable examples of the 
fool's method of managing disputes. Our Lord him* 
self is the great example whom Christians are to imii 
tate in this and in every other point. 

Ver. 10. The blood-thirsty hate the upright / but ihe 
just seek his souL 

" If the world hate you," says our Lcnrd to his dis- 
ciples, *' ye know that it hated me before it hated you." 
If God's peqple are conformed unto Christ in suffer- 
ing the hatred of men, they need not think it a strange 
thing, nor suffer themselves to be dispirited on that 
account. There are some men whose hatred is bet- 
ter than their love, and such are the hat^s of the up- 
right. They are blood-thirsty men, the successors of 
those who have been drunk with the' blood of the 
saints, and with the blood of the marQrrs of Jesus. 
Every man that hates his brother in his heart is a 
murderer^ and those are murder^*s of the worst kind 
who hate men for that which is good. They are the 
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true children of him that was a murderer from the be- 
gimiing ; for the just are of an opposite disposition. 
They seek his soul, (or care for it, as the word is 
translated*,) and it is a comfort to the upright to con- 
sider who they are that hate, and who they are that 
love them, and care for their welfare. 

" Hereby know we the children of God and the chil- 
dren of the devil. Whosoever doth not righteous- 
ness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his bro- 
ther ;" and he that loveth his brother will be zealous 
for his welfare, and will endeavour to screen him from 
the malice of the wicked. It is the duty of all men, 
and the disposition of the just, to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain. 
Justice is not a lazy inactive virtue ; it does not rest 
satisfied with doing no evil, but it will dispose men to 
do good, and to prevent evil to the utmost of their 
power. 

Do we profess to be just ? We must remember that 
love is a debt which we owe to men, and especially to 
the upright ; and that we must love, not in word and 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

Ver. 11. AJbol uitereth all his mind; hut a wise man 
keepeth ii in till afterwards. 

There are many people who boast of their honesty 
in telling what they think, and concealing nothing 
that comes into their mind. Such persons may call 
themselves by any honourable names they please* but 
Solomon calls them fools. Some things come into our 
minds that we should never speak, but suppress the 
rery thought of them ; and other things may be very 
fit to be spoken at a fit season, and yet very improper 
to be spoken at present. 

* Psalm cxlii. 4» 
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The fool's thoughts lie at the tip of his tongue ; and 
there is no door at his mouth to keep them in. The 
thoughts of the wise man ]ie in his heart ; and there is 
a door upon his tongue, which he keeps close barred^ 
that nothing may get out of his mouth that may preju- 
dice himself, or other men. Some things occur to him, 
which he will never utter to the wife of his bosom, be- 
cause they could do no good ; other things he thinks 
proper to-be spoken at a fit time, and then he keeps in 
his thoughts till afler wards. He will never speak against 
his mind, but he will not always speak his mind ;. and . 
when he speaks it, he does not think that honesty, 
obliges him to speak all that is in it. Samuel told the 
elders of Bethlehem a part of his design in coming to 
their town ; but he concealed the principal part of it by 
divine direction. There is a time to be silent^ and a 
time to speak ; there is a time to be silent even from 
good, because the wicked are before us ; there is a time 
to speak a part of our mind, and a time to declare all 
that is in our hearts ; and the wise man's heart knoweth 
both time and judgment. 

When a fool is in, a passion, he pours forth all his 
mind in a torrent of ill language, and speaks words 
which aflerwards cut him to the heart. Does he mean . 
to reprove ? he will do it at the most improper season, 
and inflame with rage the person whom he reproves. 
He may shew something of the temper of the dove ; 
but he imitates it rather in silliness th^n harmlessness. 
The wise man is sensible that it is as much his 4uty to 
practise the wisdom of the serpent as the harmlessness 
of the dove ; he will take care what he says, when he 
finds himself or sees others under the influence of pas- 
sion, and will abstain from speeches wherewith he can 
do no good ♦. 

# Job XT. 3. 
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Ver. 12. If a ruler hearken to lieSf all his servants are 
wicked, 

^ Great is the account which rulers must give ; for 
they are accountable for thousands of actions which 
they never conunitted^ and of which it is possible they 
never heard. Their behaviour has such a mighty in- 
fluence^ that we find> in the history of the kings of Is^ 
rael and Judah^ the nation behaving well or ill accord* 
ing to the example and influence of their sovereign. 

If a ruler take pleasure in flattery, the greater part 
of his servants will be so wicked as to poison him with 
their fulsome and ill-grounded praises. They will 
make him glad with their lies, but at the same time 
they make him more wicked, whilst they are polluting 
their own hearts, and debauching their consciences, hj 
prostituting themselves to such base means of ingratiate 
ing themselves with their prince. 

The servants of a ruler are still more wicked, if he 
hearken to slander and false accusations ; for some of 
them through fear,, and others of them to gain his fa- 
vour, will join in persecuting the innocent, and encou- 
raging that pestilent vermin of a nation, called inform- 
ers or spies. The reigns of those princes who gave an 
easy belief to accusations^ are stained with the most 
atrocious crimes. Tiberius Caesar put to death the 
greater number of his own privy councillors, by giving 
ear to lies, and encouraging his servants to be wicked ; 
and it is probable that the worst action that ever was 
committed since the fall of Adam, the murder of the 
Prince of life, was occasioned by Pilate's wicked and 
cowardly regard to the temper of that tyrant, and his 
fear of being accused as an encourager of treason, if he 
had suffered our Lord to escape. 

It is a mean .and unmanly vicei in any person to 
hearken to idle tales, that may very likely turn out to 
be lies^ or misrepresentations of truth. The man that 
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encourages people to tell him what this or the other 
person says of him, can never live in peace and friend- 
ship with his neighbours ; and he makes other people 
wicked, by the countenance which he affords to slan- 
der, and whispering, and evil speaking in all its differ- 
ent kinds. 

Ver. 13. The poor and Ike deceitful man meet together ; 
ike Lord ligldeneth both their eyes. 

The word which we translate deceitful, is not found 
in any other place of Scripture, and therefore the mean- 
ing of it cannot be exactly ascertained. The most an- 
cient interpreters render it creditors ; and if we take it 
in this sense, the meaning of the proverb is the same 
with that which we have in the second verse of the 
xxii. chapter. 

The poor too often look with an envious eye upon 
the rich, especially those to whom they are in debt, 
and the creditor looks with an eye of contempt upon 
his poor debtor. But what has the rich more than the 
poor, or why should the poor grudge at the riches of 
another man ? The Lord is the maker of them both, 
and gives them equally the light of understanding. He 
bestows comfort upon the poor as well as the rich; and 
although they have not the pleasure of looking at 
splendid ceilings, and fine furniture in their dwellings, 
yet the cheerful light of day shines upon his eyelids, 
and he beholds those wonderful glories of the firma- 
ment, which darken the lustre of all earthly pomp. 

If the rich man has acquired his fortune by deceit, 
he has no advantage from it above the poor to put in 
the balance against that guilt with which he has 
loaded his soul. The light of life, and reason, and 
comfort, is granted to the poor, at least as much as to 
himself. And the light of grace, which is enjoyed by 
the poor, is hid from his eyes. He' cannot think that 
the poor man is hated by God, because he is not worth 
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80 great a sum of money as himself^ nor can he flatter 
himselfi unless he is sunk in stupidity, that God loves 
him because he is worth a thousand a-year. God con« 
tinues with him the light of life^ for his patience and 
mercy is very great> and he waits for the repent^iceof 
sinners ; but the impenitent must soon have their eyes 
closed in darkness^ and their souls shut up in the place 
of utter darkness^ when the poor of this worlds that 
were rich in faith^ shall no longer meet with the deceit^ 
ful man^ because they are admitted to that .world of 
light into which no deceitful man* without pardoning 
and converting grace^ shall be permitted to enter. 

Ver. 14. The king ihcUfakhfvUy judgeth the poor, hh 
throne shall be established for ever. 

All kings are anxious to have their thrones esta-* 
blished^ and their crowns transmitted to the latest pos« 
terity. But by what means shall they establish their 
thrones? By forming alliances^ by fortifying their 
cities^ by providing powerful navies, and by support^ 
ing great armies ? These things may be useful ; but 
good government is the best and surest way of esta^ 
blishing their thronesi for that will secure them the 
love*of their subjects, and render their kingdoms pros* 
perous. And what is of sUll greater consequence, 
the blessing of the L<Hrd of hosts will attend that ad« 
ministration, which is managed according to his own 
directions. 

Kings Are obliged to do justice to all men"; but the 
God of mercy gives them a special charge of the poor, 
who are most liable to oppression and insult. The 
L(M*d looks down from heaven with an eye of compas* 
sion to the poor and needy, and commands the princes 
and judges of the earth to be very m^cifol to them, 
and will not suffer the justice a^d kindness that is 
showed them to pass unrewarded. 

The jpat may expect good at the hands of all that 
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regard the word of God; but if they are treated with 
scorn by men^ they may safely commit themselves un« 
.to him that testifies so much kindness to them in his 
promises and precepts. 

Ver. 15. The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a 
child left to himself hringeth his mother to shame. 

'^ Though you should bray a fool in a mortar among 
wheat with a pestle^ yet will not his folly depart from 
him." This is true^ especially of old fools that are 
hardened by a course of foolish conduct. But the rod 
of correction is a means sippointed by God^ and often 
blessed by him, for driving away folly from the hearts 
of young persons. God never prescribed any vain or 
unprofitable precepts ; and he would not have insisted 
so much on the duty of correcting children^ unless he 
had designed in general to give a blessing to it 

But the rod of correction is of no use without the 
concurrence of God, the great and only author of wis- 
dom ; those^ therefore^ who desire the blessing of God 
to attend it, must administer correction in the manner 
appointed by him, and he requires reproof to be join- 
ed to the rod^ that the child who is corrected may lye 
made sensible of the evil for which he is treated with 
severity. Some parents follow the dictates of their own 
passion in correcting their children, and strike without 
mercy, when they use no means to make them sensi* 
ble that they deserve the rod. They deal worse, with 
their children than shepherds with their dogs, who 
beat them when they have done something that dis- 
pleases their masters ; but do it in such a manner, or 
at such a time, that these animals may perceive the 
fault for which they are punished. 

The rod, joined with reproof, is a means of giving 
wisdom, and of making a child to behave in such a 
manner that* he may be a credit to his parents; but a 
child left to behave as he pleases^ will never, in all pro- 
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bability, be a comfort or an honour either to his father 
or to his mother. Men are naturally corrupt, and those 
that are left to follow the propensities of nature will be 
a^ief to their fathers, and bring their mothers to shame. 
Their mothers deserved much blame for the indulgence 
so fodishly given them, Mid when they feel the tor- 
ment which the bad behaviour of their children can« 
not fail of giving them, they must see their sin in their 
punishment. 

Ver. 16. When the tvicked are multiplied, for possess 
authority *,J iransgressien increaselky hut the righteous 
ifhall see their faH. 

When the pestilence rages in a country, multitudes 
are infected with the dreadful distemper, and there is no 
disease more fatal or more infectious than sin. When 
the generality of men are profane, the restraints of 
shame are removed from sin ; wicked men gain credit 
and they must possess a spirit like that of Noah or 
Lot, who are untainted by the spreading contagion. 

When wicked men possess authority the danger is 
extreme. The countenance which they give to sin is 
a dreadful temptation, which few have the resolution 
and courage to resist. One Obadiah in the court, and 
seven thousand worshippers of the Lord in the king« 
dom of Ahab, were more than Elijah drieamed of. The 
abundance of wickedness in such evil times is very dis- 
tressing to the eyes of the righteous, but they have the 
comfortable prospect of seeing the faU of the wicked. 
God is their enemy, and although he bears with them 
for a time, yet he has doomed them to*destruction. Their 
iniquity shall come into remembrance with the Lord, 
and when the measure of it is full, they shall be swept 
away with the besOm of destruction. The righteous 
shall see their fall and shall rejoice, (not Uiat they en- 
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teitoipsd hatred to tbe wick^^ ibrtbej ardently 4fesir« 
«d tlieir repentance^ but) because their tall is a check 
to wickedness, and anevid^ice that there is a God who 
jpeigneth in the earthy and has an invariable love for 
righteousness*. 

Ver, 17. Correct thy ^on^ani he shall give ikee rest : 
yt», he shall give delight unto thy soul. 
, Why does Solomon so often press this duty of cor* 
recting children ? Because it is a necessary duty ; and 
yet many parents are very averse to tke practice of it. 
When there is a great drought in the ground^ it re« 
quires many showers to make it fruitful^ and when 
Ibere is a violent aversion to any duty^ precept must 
b^ upon precept^ and line upon line, ba&nre we will 
pindise iL 

But corr9cting of children gives great pain to the 
p«rent ? On the contrary^ it give9 great pleasure. The 
pain is transient^ the pleasure is lasting. The rod and 
repiToof give wisdom ; and how delightful to a parent is 
wisdom in a diild I 

But what if a child still oontinue obstinate i This 
is not ordinarily the case. Correct like a parent and 
a fri^o^i and your child will learn at length the duty 
of a child. Join prayer with your corrections^ to that 
God who has appointed them. He never said to any 
of the seed of Jacobs seek ye me invaii^^ and he never 
appointed useless and unavailing means for any end. 

But God is sovereign ; perhaps he will not be pleas* 
ed to communicate wisdom by the rod to my child I 
Make the trial. *If you should be u^succesaiu]^ yo« 
ahall be free of those tormenting stings of remorse which 
thousands of parents feel. 

Isaac was the beloved son of Abraham, and never 
did ap^^^t taste such pleasure in a son as the veneza^ 

• PsaUn IviiL U* 
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Ue patmreh^ accept the Virgin Mtdcy ; but Abraham 
did not refuse to sacrifice his son with his own hands^ 
'wiien God gave the otder ; and E^ali we refuse to ad« 
minister a little salutary correction to our diildren at 
hi» command ? Abrahaxn never found so much {^ea«* 
siilre in his sim, as when he shewed that he feared and 
loved God above his son^ in not withhokling hkn from 
God ; and other parents may look for greater or lesser 
d^rees oi comfc^ in their children, as they observe or 
B^^iect the commandments of die Lord, about the nia« 
nagement of them. Eli honoured his sons^above God^ 
and diey proved the greatest of his crosses ; *' for them 
that honour mcj" says God^ '' I will honour^ and they 
that despise me shall be fightly esteemed." 

Vcr. 18. Where there w no visiim, the people perkh* : 
hut he that keepeth the law happy is he. 

It is a distinguishing mercy to ns ^t God has made 
known in our land the great things of his law and co« 
venant There are nations that never heard of the name 
of a Redeemer, and und^ the influence of corrupt tra- 
ditions or false projects, they are serving those gods 
thiA are no gods, with detestable ceremonies, or at least 
do not worship the God and father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. They are bom, like ourselves, in a sinful and 
wretched condition, but are left in utter ignorance of 
that great Saviour in whose name our help lies. They 
are left naked and exposed to the assaults of their spu 
xitaal enemies^ who are still walking about seekllig 
whom they may destroy. 

Where there is no vision, €be light of philosophy ciiln« 
not supi^ its place. The Greeks were admirably en- 
lightened by science, and yet Paul tells them^ that be« 
fixe the goi^el of thdr salvation was preadied among 
tiimn, they vrere strainers to the covenant of promise ; 

* Or> are tuftde naked. 
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'Without God, without Christy and without hope in the 
world ♦. 

Blessed be God who made light to arise in darkness 
to us. Britain was^ in ancient days/one of the darkest 
places of the earthy but through the tend» mercies of 
our God^ the day spring from on high visited us. By 
the cruelty of the Popish clergy^ the key of knowledge 
was almost taken from us in later ages ; but through 
the good hand of eur God upon us^ we have now great 
plenty of Bibles and sermons. Let it be our daily pniy« 
er^ that all the nations of the world who are perishing 
through lack of knowledge, may be made to share in 
our privileges. 

But what will unimproved privileges avail ? He it 
not the happy man who has a Bible^ but the man is 
blessed who delights in it^ and meditates upon it daj 
and night ; who believes the doctrines of it, trusts in the 
Saviour whom it reveals^ and respects all the precepts 
of it in his practice. 

** Not every one that saith unto Christ, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he iha.% 
does the will of Christ's heavenly father." If those that 
sin without the* law perish without the law, there must 
be a deeper perdition, and more intolerable torments for 
those that despise both law and gospel. 

Ver. 19.-4 servant will not be corrected b^ words :/or 
though he understand he will not answer. 

The Seventy translators apply what is here said to a 
stubborn servant only ; and it is plain, from fact, that 
Solomon meant this^proveH) only of such, for there are 
many hired servants .every way equal to their masters 
in every generous quality, and "the character of those 
servants that must be corrected by blows does by no 
means belong to them. -There have been even slaves 

♦ Eph. ii. 12. 
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who have shewed a ndble disposition/ and have not onm^ 
ly se^rved their masters with fidelity^ but performed acts 
of heroism that might have done honour to any station. 
But it is very probable^ that in Solomon's days, when' 
servants were commonly bond slaves, the greatest part 
of them had their spirits sunk and debased^ sa far as to^ 
be of the temper here represented^ 

The loss of liberty is often the destruction of every 
tiiinggood and noble; and servants that were treated 
like cattle would need a strict hand to govern them ; 
because words would not be much regarded by tho^e 
that had neither attachment to their masters^ nor any. 
sense of honour. 

The proverb teaches us tiiat masters ought to keep* 
up their authority in their fiunilies. Wilhout this every 
thing must be in a state of confusion, and go taruin/ 
and if they have servants that will not yield obedience; 
they must either be compelled to do it^ or dismissed 
from the house. 

But it teaches us likewise, that methods of severity 
are not to be used- by heads of families, when milder 
means are sufficient to answer the end. It-is only when 
servants, though they understand the wishes of their 
masters, willnot answer by respectful words and due 
obedience, that masters ave warranted to use harsh me« 
thods of dealing with them. 

Let servants learn from this passage,, how much God 
is displeased with them, when they are sullen and dis« 
obedient to their masters. God commands masters to 
give unto their servants that which is just and equal; 
kt the same time he gives them comhiission to support 
their authority over stubb9rn servants, by such means 
as are sufficient to answer the end. If servants are re« 
piroved with sharpness for their faults, they must blame 
themselves and not their masters. The apostle Peter 
tell&them, that they deserve no dianks, if they are pa<» 

as 
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ticnt^ eren vheft they w» bufibted fw Aeir fanlts. I^ 
^ktf dncnre no thajika fbr their psiieiice under just 
bnffetiBga, they deeepre rerj great bbane when they 
an impatieot of merited regamoL 

Vev. 2a 5fet« theu m man UkatlUkatfymkU f90Nh^? 
iheve is more h»pe <^ a fool tkan of him. 

' ' Seest thou a man wise- in his ofWB coooettf ^ thei^ i» 
mofft hope of a fool than of ittm/^ Bat bow shaU we 
know tiie maa that ia wiee in his: own eonetit when we 
aee Uai? This text g^ves us a sute mark o^sncba peiw 
aon. When a man qwaka rashly and ineonsidevately, 
every thing that strikes his. nnncl> or when he is^ia^ 
and headstrong in the management of hia bvsmasi^ 
disdaining to take ai^ advice from othevs^ andsooon* 
Sdent of hia own wiadam and abilities^ ^at hetahea 
Utde tmie to omsider Ae most importBtit undertakings 
but pushes on in the ywy that seem» best to bia owtt 
unadrisad mtgd^ hoping to xjcpananfi success by las own 
power, it is evident that he is wise in his own oMioeit; 
and he that is wiaa in Ins own eyc8> is tiie greateatand 
most hopeless of foola in Sdomon'a estimation^ 

If rashness in thethiogs of this-lifo is a sign of g r eat 
f idly^ it is> a great deal more dangerovs t» make toe 
much haste ia matters of religion* The Bereana 03n 
cammended because they cttodidly examined Paul's 
doctrine by the Scriptures of l^e Old Testament The 
apesUe condemns those diat are heacfy, and jmbs ^m 
with the high minded ; and it is certiun^ tbat persons 
of tiiat character have been the auth^s of those heresies 
and divisions which have pk^ued the church of God^ 
and are still ^le iire-lMPands of Christian societies. 

There is another kind of raslmess in religion forbid* 
den by Solomon as a token of great irreverence to God ; 
I mean rashttess in vowing or in praying. God is^ in 

* Or x!istt«aB> Cth« aaiae H«biew woid sigiiilytng both.) 
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heaven, and we are upon earth, and Aerefore 6ur 
words before him oi^fat to be £ew and wdl censiddr^ 
ed* 

Ver. Si. Htf <Aal Mwatefy bringeih up kU iervani 
Jram a chad, shall have kiwi become hk ton at ihelengik* 

The greatest part of masters eaimot be Uamed for tde 
much indalgenoe to their servants, and yet some err (m 
that side; and Solomon, who wished us to stand perfect 
and complete in all wisdom, guards us against it. Men 
must condescend to diem of low degree ; but they ought 
at the same time to respect their own place and sti^on, 
mtd not to debase it, by such fiuniHarities towards their 
inferiors as may expose themselves to contempt, and 
tempt their inferiors to forget their distance. Joab, by 
tiie indulgence of David, became such a great man, that 
be presumed to kill the comnumder in chief of David's 
army, at the bead of his troops. As an officer in the 
army weidd deserve to lose his pkce, if he did not 
oblige his st^diers to obey him, so the man shews hira^ 
self unworthy of his station in the family, or church, or 
nation, who does not know the audiority which God 
has giten him, and uses nor cafe to preserve it. 

Servants are taught by this proverb, to respect, as 
w^ as to obey dieir maiMxarS. The apostle Peter ea^ 
joms servants to obey tiieir ma^aers with all fear, whe« 
ther dwir masters are froWardy or good and gentle^ 
Whatever condescensions our superiors use in their bei* 
haviour towards us, we must not foiget our distance^ 
but give fear to whom fear, and honour to whom hc^ 
nour is due. Job wad a |»rinee of extraordinary good* 
ness to his servants and all hie inferiors, yet he never^ 
till die time of his severe trials, forfeited, or lost any 
part of that respect which was his due f . 



• Bed. ▼. t Job xxix. ?*, 25^ 
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Ver. 9t. An tmgiy. man stirreth up iinfe, and a Jm^, 
rious man aboundeth in iransgresswn. . 

Solomon has told us already, that the wrathful mask 
stirreth up strife *. His anger pushes hun on to bitter 
contentions^ and makes him the incendiary of the place, 
where he lives. But strife is not the only evil produced 
by anger^ for when it is roused ta fury> it becomes a 
fruitful source of every iniquity. We read in the 24tb 
chapter of Leviticus^ that a man in his passion cursed 
the pame of the God of Israel^ and was stoned for iti 
David^ although he was a meek man in die general 
course of his life, swore a very rash oath^ by the name 
of the Lord, when he was incensed at Nabal. Raih'ng^ 
and reviling, and backbiting, and evil speaking, and 
lies, imd wars, and duels, and murders, are only a few 
of the transgressions to which men have been a thou« 
saAd times tempted by ^leir unbridled anger. He that 
.indulges anger gives place to the devil. He puts that 
malignant spirit in possession of the throne of his heart, 
and commits tp him the direction of his hearty and 
tongue, and hands. The wrath of man never works 
the righteousness of God ; it utterly disqualifies him for 
praying, or doing any other holy action; but it works 
the will of the devil widi both hands. earnestly^ Many 
volumes of history might be written in yiroof of this 
point ; but the evidencea of it are every day before our 
eyes. Cease from anger^ and forsake wrath^ and let the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ be still b^re your 
eyes. 

Ver. SS. A man*i pride shall bring him low: but ho* 
nour shall uphold the humble in spirit. 

Pride raises a man as high as heaven in hia own ap^ 
prehension, but it shall bring him as low as hell. All 
m^ are the enemies of the proud, and proud men them* 

♦ Cb«|? XT. 18. 
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selves are the bitterest enemies to one another ; for other 
vices unite men in confederacies and friendships, but 
pride has often set fathers and sons, husbands and wives, 
at variance. God is the enemy of the proud> he looks 
upon them with disdain and abhorrence, and will abase 
them. Pride itself is the enemy of the proud^ and will 
bring them down from the highest honours to the deep* 
est pit of disgrace. What was it but pride that brought 
Haman to the gallows^ and made angels devils ? 

But those whose hearts are humble enjc^ true and 
solid honours. The honours of the proud are feathers 
and wind. They soon fly away and never return; but 
honour shall uphold the man of an humble spirit. Hia 
crown consists, not of ssch corruptible things as silver 
and gold, but it is a crown of life and glory which 
never fades away. He is exalted to safety^ and shall 
reign with angels for ever and ever. / 

Let us all beware of the devil's first bom sin, and 
leant humility from him who was meek and lowly in 
heart There are remainders of pride even in believers, 
which, if left unmortified, will do them great hurt ; for 
aay man's pride (were he as good as Hezekiah) will 
bring him low, till his spirit be effectually humbled. 

Why does the wise man insist so much on this point } 
Not because he wanted new matter for instructing us^ 
for his soul covered the whole earth, and he filled the 
world with dark parables *. But because humility is a 
lesson which we must learn, and yet are very backward 
to learn. Our Lord frequently repeats this proverb in 
other words. " He that exalteth himself shall be abased^ 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.'' 

Ver. 24. Whoso is partner with a thief ^ hateth his own 
soul ; he heareth cursing and bwrayethe it not. 

Stealing is an abominable crime. It was to be 8e<« 

♦ Ecdus. xU. 15.- 
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Terdy punished by the law of God^ and is still i 
severely punished by our own laws. ThieYeS) &nA all 
that are partners with thieves, are haters of their own 
soulsy for they love money losire than salvation;. Xhey 
are the enemies of all men ; but they are worse eneMota 
to diemselves than to those whom they plunder. Hnw 
poor a reoompense do they obtain by their ilLgpfttea 
gains, for the mischiefs which they bring i:qp(m tfaeia* 
selves here, and in another world. 

There are some who would be afra^ to steely and yet 
they venture to partake with thieves in tl»ir crime, by 
receiving, a part of what is stolen as the. price of cod« 
c^dmenty or by buying commodities which th^ have 
reascm to suspect for stolen goods, because they can have 
them at a low price. If we are but under workers in 
any good action, we will not fail to obtain our share of 
the praise ; but we are very unwilling to sustain any 
blame for dishonourable actions unless we are ;M*iDcipal 
agents. The Scripture however assures us> that mm 
may bring much guilt upon themselves by partaking 
of other men's sins ; and that he who is a partner with 
a.t^ef is a hater of his own life and soul, as w^ as the 
principal thief. 

The devil is not content with drawing men to single 
acts of sin ; but he makes one evil thing the preface to 
another. Julius Caesar was more celebrated for im- 
proving than gaining victories ; for he never thought 
that any thing was dcme whilst any thing remained 
undone. The devil is a. coniqueror of this sort ; he 
makes one transgression a snare^ for leading tiie sinner 
into another ; and he that jcMns with a thief is prepared 
for lying and peijury. He heareth cursing, (being laid 
under a curs^ by the magistrate that puts him on his 
oath, though he wiU not conceal any thing he knows 
about the crime,) and yet he does notmake a discovery, 
and thus he adds to the guilt of stealing the greater 
4i 
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guilt effaitdiood and eontetibmiBki when he buponhis 
oadi. 

Tho^ that aire under exiUnination upon oath shoiiUI 
comider €ht» text. If they afweat that thej will tdl 
~ evety thing they knoir d>out the affidr before the judges 
or ^ diey arerequtred^ by proper authority^ to bear 
tntnesK about a crraie which ought tobe pu»EBfaed> they 
are eriemies to j«ttticey and haters of dwir own eoufo, if 
tfai^ do not give a iaithAil and honest dechnradon of the 
truth. Men may partake of other men's sins^ not only 
by countenancing them; but by refusing to t:oneui^ in 
proper endeavours to have them punished, for a wam<* 
ing to others. 

Ver. 25. The JeMr of man hrhtgeth a mare: hid 
t»hoso puHeth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. 

When men are more afraid of offending their fellow 
men than of sinning against God, they are in great dan^ 
ger of being drawn or driven into some of the worst of 
sins. It was this fear which made David sometimes to 
lie, although that good man hated lying. It was the 
fear of a. woman that made Peter to deny his gra« 
cious master; and the same passion afterwards induced 
him to behave in a very unedifying manner at An« 
tioeh, that he might not give offence to his bigoted 
brethren. 

If the fear of man has sometimes misled sueh men a^ 
David and Peter, (and we may add, the father of the 
faithful, and Aaron the priest of the Lord,) how en^* 
snaring must it be to those who are entirely destitute 
of faith in God* Many are kept by it from performing 
necessary duties, like those that believed Jesus to be 
the Christ, and yet durst not confess him, lest they 
should have been exconnnunioated. Many are driven 
to rebel in m»iy things against the light c^ their judg* 
ments, to gratify masters, or parents, or princes, or' 
friendsi whom they wish not to displease. 
Q2 
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It will be no sufficient excuse for sin that tbe fear 
of men led iis into the commission of it. Who are we 
that we should be sfhdd of men that shall diep Are 
men more worthy of fear than the Almighty ? Was it 
right in our first parents to obey the devil rather than 
God ? Do we not imitate their conduct when we pre^ 
fer the pleasing of men to the pleasing of our Maker? 
If we rather choose ta venture on the wrath of God 
than the wrath of men, can we complain if we have our 
choice? 

The great antidote against the fear of man is confi« 
dence in the Lord. The true believer, acting like him- 
self, goes on in the path of duty^ without fearing the 
wrath of men or devils. ** The Lord," says he, ** is 
my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear ? The 
Lord is my helper, what can man do unto me * ?" In 
our tormenting and ensnaring fears, our Lord teac^es^ 
us to discern the weakness of our faith t. 

He that trusteth in the Lord shall be safe from the 
snares of sin ; .for his faith is a shield to quench all the 
fiery darts of temptation. He shall be safe from every 
danger which timorous men apprehend in the way of 
duty. He shall find that there is no lion, nor any ra« 
venous beast in the way of holiness ; or if there are, 
that they are chained, and cannot do him any evil 
which shall not turn out to his advantage in the end j:. 

Ver. 26. Many seek the ruler's favour, but evertf^ 
wan* s judgment comethfrom the Lord. 

Confidence in men is no less dangerous than the 
fear of man, and there is a dreadful curse pronounced 
upon those who trust in man, and make flesh their 
arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. Princes 
are the idols of those who are honoured with their 

*F8.xzmL HelKxiiLe. f M>tt. xiv. 31. Luke xxii. 3!^ 
t Fs* ici. I>aa» iii. 
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friendship ; and men in lower stations make idols of 
those who are most likely to do them any service^ and 
sdicit their kindness oftentimes with greater earnest- 
ness than the favour of God. 

This bdiaviour proceeds from a secret disbelief of 
the providence of God. Men seem to think that earth- 
ly things are managed by a train of inferior causes, 
without any superintendency of the Most High. If 
they have the favour of great men they are happy for 
this life, whether they have an interest in the favour of 
God or not. 

But we ought to believe and remember this great 
truth, that every man's judgment cometh from the 
Lord. It depends upon hie sovereign pleasure whether 
we shall be prosperous or unsucces^iful in any particu- 
lar business ; whether we shall be rich or poor ; whe- 
ther we shall enjoy the favour of men, or suffer the 
effects o£ their displeasure. Riches, and honours, and 
iriendsl^ip, and hatred^ are under the controul of the 
Ruler of the world, and not a hair can fall from our 
heads, nor can tlie least addition to our comfort be 
made^ without his pleasure. 

A sense of this truth would dispose us to acknow- 
ledge God in all our ways ; to make our requests in all 
things known unto him with fervency of spirit; to 
thank him with greater cordiality for every happy 
event, than those who were the- instruments of his 
kindness. It w^ould be a strong antidote against the 
ensnaring fear of men, and every fleshly confidence. 
It would keep us from sinking under adversity, and 
fronv abusing prosperity into provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof. 

A persuasion of this truth disposing us to cleave 
unto God, is the best means of ensuring success in all 
our undertakings. Esther prayed more earnestly to 
God than to Ahasuerus for the safety of her nation, and 
her success is celebrated by the Jews unto this day. 
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Nelieiaiiak acted upon the Mate ptine^ile^ when be 
petitidned hia master for the place of hk faliier'it sepv^ 
does ; the Lofd g«re him great ftivtdiiir ivich the Isiag 
of Persia^ and his fame shall live for ever. 

All wh<y place that confidetiee in an;f eresfttire irhich 
is dne to the Sovereign of heaven and earthy &fe re^ 
proved by this precept, atnd directed to expect every 
thing they want from God as the first cause, ahhongh 
the warrantable means of obtainhig our wi^es, are not 
to be neglected*. 

Ver. 27* An unjust man is an abomination to ihejmt / 
and he that is upright in the way^, is an abomination to the 
niched* 

That an unjust man abhors the just^ we have already 
heard t, and find no cause to doubt it. But how can 
the just abhor the wicked ? Christ commands us 
to love our enemies^ although our enemies, in ail ap- 
pearance^ must be the enemies of God also ; and we 
are required to love our neighbours as ourselves, al« 
though we know that great multitudes of them are un« 
righteous men. How then will the law of God per- 
mit us to hold the unrighteous in abhorrence? 

The just man wishes no evil to the wicked, for he 
would have them all to be saved. Paul could have 
wi^d that he was accursed from Christ for his brethren, 
his kinsmen according to the flesh, although they were 
the worst enemies of the gospel in the world. But the 
unjust man is detested by the just, as a rebel against 
God, akhough, as a man^ he is the object of charity. 
The just man abhors the sins of the wicked, and shuns 
.their company, and testifies by every regular method 
against their iniquities, and joins his influence to bring 
them under the salutary rod of discipline. His abhor- 
rence of them is a part of his conformity to Christy who 

* Jer. xvii. 5, 6, 7, 8. -f Ver. 10. 
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exposed h3rpocrite9, and spoke with a voice of thunder 
a^nst the wickedness of m^i^ and yet called all to 
repentftnce^ and prayed for the wicked when they were 
eraeifying him. 

Hatred to sin in ourselves and other men, is one 
necessary bnmrii of the Christian temper * If we are 
^e friends of Chrbt we shall be determined enemies 
to that which brought him to a cross. 

The proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, are 
ended. 



CHAPTER XXX. 



Verse 1. The words of Agur the son ofJakeh, even 
the prophecy : the man spake unto lihiei, even unto 
Ithiel and Ucal, 

Agur was honoured, like Obadiah and Jude, to write 
a very small portion of the Holy Scripture ; but every 
part of the word of God is precious, however small. 
The words of Agur are not a prediction of things to 
come, yet they are called a prophecy or burden, for 
they were indited by the Holy Ghost, and are profit* 
able for our correction and instruction in righteolisness. 
This pifcphecy is added to the proverbs of Solomon, 
because they treat on the same subjects, and are writ- 
ten in a like form. The name of Agur is not given to 
a distinct book of the Bible, but his memorial shall be 
everlasting, for he was furnished with that wisdom 
which is from above. 

♦ Hcb. xa.4. 
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We can give no historical account of this wise man > 
we only know the name o£ his father^ and his two chief 
dLiciples, who were doubtless men of credit in their 
generation ; but their names only live in our days, f<ff 
the current of time swallows up the names of the great- 
est part of men, and leaves little or nothing but the names 
of the rest. It is an honour to these men that their 
names are mentioned in the book of Cod as the dis« 
ciples of Agur. If we are dih'gent learners at the 
school of Chrbt^ and of those men that were inspired 
by the Spirit of Christ, although our names be not re- 
corded in this blessed book, yet we may rejoice that 
they are written in heaven. 

In this prophecy, Agur expresses his humble sense 
of his own ignorance, and tells us what need we have 
of a divine teacher to explain the glories of God to us. 
He recommendi^ the word of God to us, and calls us 
to the exercise of that faith for which we have so sure 
a foundation in the word of God. He directs us by 
his own example how to pray. He warns us against 
several dangerous sins, and makes several instructive 
observations on the manners of men, and the nature 
and qualities of many of God's creatures. These are 
perhaps a summary of what he spoke to Ithiel and Ucal 
whilst he lived; and although he is now dead he speaks 
them to us. 

Ver. 2. Surely I am more brutish than any man^ and 
have not the under stian ding of a man. 

One of the best proofs of wisdom is a sense of our 
own ignorance and folly. Pythagoras would not suffer 
himself to be called a wise man, but a lover of wisdom; 
and Socrates, who far exceeded him in wisdom, said, 
that he knew nothing, but that he knew nothing. Agur 
goes still further, and'calh himself a brutish man. All 
men are naturally brutish in respect of spiritual things; 
and Agur ^Is himself more brutish than any man. He 
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waa well acquainted with the fallen and degenerate 
condition of men^ and deeply affected with his own par« 
ticular share in it. Man i» born like a wild ass's colt ;, 
and a humble man is ready to acknowledge that there 
is none to whom this- debasing, comparison can be so 
justly applied as to himself. 

But did Agur ^peak truth, or was he sincere in speak- 
ing so humbly of himself? No doubt he uses very 
strong language^ but he was perfectly sincere in it ; for 
he thought about God and eternal things^ but felt so 
much difliculty in understanding them^ he found him« 
self naturally so much indisposed to the most impor« 
tant duties, and was filled with such grief at the dark<« 
ness of his mind, and theperverseness of his heart, that 
he could not find words strong enough to express his 
inward sense of his own vileness and darkness. 

It is a literal truth concerning the wisest of us, that 
we are more brutish Jn relation to. the noblest objects 
that can occupy our minds, than any man is about the 
afiairs of life. Men have retained their wisdom about 
things of small consequence ; but surely every man is 
brutish in his knowledge of divine things, till hi& mind 
is opened by the Holy Spirit to receive the knowledge 
of them. '^ Surely there is a vein for the gold, and a 
place for the silver where they fine it;" and the sons of 
men have found methods of forcing their way through 
mountains and rocks, and of binding up floods that they 
may fetch out these shining metals, and bring out to 
the light of day the stores of darkness and of the sha- 
dow of death.. " But where is wisdom to be found, and 
where b the place of understanding ? Man knowethnot 
the price thereof neither is it found in the land of the 
living." 

None are so ignorant, and so likely to continue aof, as 
those who are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight. None are so wise, and so likely to 
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mcrease in wisdom^ as the httmble soixk w^ are deep^ 
)y consciotrs of tiieir fc^y and ignoranee. They wili* 
open tiieir motiths^ and pant for God's commandments. 
They will rejoice to hear that Christ is made of God 
Qnto us wisdom^ and will sit at the feet of Jesus^ and 
receive from him the words of eternad- life. 

Ver. 5. / neither karned tohdvm, nor have the know* 
hdge of the holy (ones.) 

Perhaps Agar means the same- thing with Amot^ 
when he says, " 1 was not a prophet, neither was I a 
prophet's son." He was not trained up in tiie schools of 
the prophets; but God la3rs up sound wisdom for the 
righteous, and (Sspenses it witii or without the ordinMy 
means, as he pleases; for although he has required us 
to make a confsctoitious use of these means, yet he has 
not restricted fanns^to them in the distributkms of his 
foTOur. 

Paul was of the same humble temper witii Agur. He 
counted himself less than the least of all saints ; and 
Agur accounts himself inferior in divine knowledge to 
other saints. The spirit of Diotrephes is in those men 
who court the pre-eminence among tfre brctiiren, but 
the lowly temper of a true saint will dispose us m ho« 
nour to prefer oite another. 

When EHhu began to spesik, in the dispute carried 
on between Job and his friends, he prefaces his (^ 
course with high, though just encomiums on the wis- 
dom that God had bestowed on him. Agur introduces 
his discourse witii confessions of his own ignorance ; 
but their situations were very different Elihu wad 
afraid that his friends would despise him for his youth, 
and lose the benefit of his speech ; Agur thought he 
had reason to be afraid of the contrary extreme. When 
Ithiel and Ucal applied to him for instruction, they 
discovered a high c^nion of his understanding. We 
ought not to afibct too great a name for knowledge and 
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IcBming^ nor to enooarage msn ttf expect too mwsh 
£cquL MB, lest they shooid be diiafipoiiited to our own 
slgme; er lert thej shoiikl place too great a depend* 
enee ttpan os^ aad too little on the Author <^ wis* 
dom. A good name is vduable^ but a great name ie^ 
dangerous; aad a wise man wocdd rather decHne tban 
desire it* 

'' As the Biolng pot ftMr 8ih<er, and the fbnrnce for gold^ 
89 is ft man to his praiser** A fool swells with vain con* 
ceit^ if he finds his wisdom admired. A wise man is 
hnmUed to find how iar he faUs short of the opinion 
that is entertaiBed of him. A fool, when he is praised, 
sedD» more praise, for l^e wind afber whidi he hun« 
gers cannot fiU hinu But a man of Agur's spirit will 
endeavour to moderate lAiose high (pinions that are 
entertained to his advantage. Herod wm destroyed 
l^ worms, for die vam joy which he £d)t in the tmgod- 
ly applause givm to his wisdom and ebquenee* Agur 
ia recorded in Scripture as a pattern of humility to 
tiiose men whose wisdom is admired. 

Ae Agnr himself was insnfficientto satisfy his friend»' 
^lirst of knowledge, so he directs them to look above 
all men^ for instruction. 

Ver. 4b Who hath ascended vp kUo heaun, or descends 
ed ? rwho hoik gathered the mind in his Jiet^f who hath 
bound the xvaters in a garment f who hath estahUehed aU 
the ends of the earth f tohat is his namCi ond what is hie 
son's name, ^theu canst tell f 

It is just as impossible for men, without divine illu« 
mination, to discover God, and to reveal him to their 
feUow-creatures, as to ascend into heaven, or descend 
lirom it ; to bind up the waters in agarment, or togadier 
the winds in their iists^ or to establish all the ends of 
the earth. Has any man ever been able to achieve such 
wonders f where did he live ? what was his name ? or 
what is the name of any man that has the honour to 
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spring firont sudi a wonderful ancestor ? If you can' 
tell ine the name of such a man as this^ or his son, then*. 
I will confess that he is possessed of treasures of wis« 
dom sufficient to supply all your wants, and to satisfy* 
all your desires of knowledge^ 

The God, whose name is ]M3rond our comprdiension, 
and whose Son's name is Wonderful, does all these 
things. Heaven is his throne, and the clouds are his 
chariots, and the earth has often felt his awful presence^ 
** He makes a weight for the winds, and wei^eth the 
waters by measure. He hangeth the earth upon no«. 
thmg. With him is wisdom and strength; he hath: 
counsel and undersitending ;" and from him, the Fathers 
•flights, every ray of^useful knowledge comes. 

It deserves to be observed that our great Teacherv 
aaakes use of the truth detivered in this verse to prove 
his- absolute perfection as our instructor'*. '* No man 
haUrascended up to heaven/' to feteh down the know<« 
ledge ofGod to men, '' but be that came down from hea«t 
ven, even the Son of man who is in heaven." He shew-* 
ed his mission, by issuing forth his commands to the 
winds ^d the waves; which instantly obeyed him. He 
establishes all the ends of the . earth, and by him all 
things in heaven and in earth consists *' He is the Lord 
«ur God, who teaciieth us to profit ; and^the Lord God 
and his Spirit did send him." Let us therefore acknow- 
ledge with Agur that we have no knowledge of ous 
own, and wait for his instructions as the earth fior tha 
latter rain. 

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are laid 
up in. him, and these treasures are not sealed up, but 
spread before us in the word of Christy which we ought 
to read with an humble dependence on him for his 



* John ill 13i^ 
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light and truths that we may learn to set our hope on 
<Jod. 

Ver. 5/ Ever^ word of God is pure ; he it a shield uiHo 
them that put their trust in him. 

There are no superfluities in the Vord of God, as 
we are too ready to imagine. Every word of God is 
useful and holy, righteous and true. When we liear 
the words of men, our reason must try them, as the 
mouth tasteth meat, for any man may be a liar, or de- 
ceive us by his own misapprehensions ; but the words 
of God are all worthy of himself. As the power of the 
Creator shines in all the works of his hands, his in« 
violable truth and]untainted holiness, give dignity tind 
credit to every thing that he speaks ; and the Bible has 
the same impression of divinity upon it that appears 
in the sun and the stars. 

Because the word of God is very pure, we ought to 
love it, and to believe it with all our hearts, and to 
trust in God, as he is revealed to us in it ; for it dis- 
covers him to be for ever possessed of all those infinite 
excellencies that make him the proper object of confi- 
dence to creatures, of all that mercy and grace, and 
plenteous redemption, which are sufficient to encourage 
^e confidence of guilty creatures. 

Blessed are ail they that put their trust in him. The 
world is full of mischief and miseries sufficient to des- 
troy or embitter our lives, and of invisible enemies, 
who seek to destroy our souls ,* but they that trust in 
the Lord, are completely safe and happy. His mercy 
is their refuge from condemnation, through that atone- 
ment which his word reveals. His power will shi^d 
them from every enemy, and they shall be kept in per- 
fect peace whose mind is stayed on him> because they 
trust in him. '' Fear not," said the Lord to Abraham » 
'^ I am thy shield, and thine exceeding great reward." 
All that walk in the steps of the ]&ith of Abraham, en- 
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joy t^ benefit aad comfoit of tbis jMomke. They^uA 
travel in safety through armies of enemies, and at last 
jaberit the be^r eountry, wherethe&ther of thefiuth« 
ful now dwells. 

But ouir trust must be in the name of the Lord, a« 
it is represented to us in the word of God 4 the seed jomL 
the ground of our fiutb in him. To akor or to add to 
k is very dangerous* 

Ver. 6. Add iheu not unto his words, kst he reprove 
ihetf omd thou be found a liar. 

It is strange, but true, that men have been ofka dis- 
poeed to add to the words of God, by establishing some 
mk of faith beside the Scripture, or intruding into the 
secrets of God, and devising religious doctrines not 
'^ taaght in the Scripture, or means o^ divine wcHrship, 
which never came into his mind. Surely such pre« 
Bsmpticm shall be reproved and punished by the Most 
High. Princes would require the blood of those dar« 
ing subjects that presumed to insert some additions in 
their laws of grants, and God will add unto them that 
mSA to his words, all the plagues contained in the last 
and most dreadful book of the Scripture. 

To add to the true meaning of the Soripture, in orw 
der to accommodate its doctrine to our own pri^dices 
or taste, is a sin of the like kind. If we do so, we shall 
be refiroved by God, and found liars, by saying thai 
God has taught things whidi he never taught^ 

Eirors and dn are incident to man in his conmpled 
sl«t)t; but we ought to guard against theifiwmer as well 
as the latter^ by perusing the Bible with diligence and 
bunility, and praying fcnr that unction from the Holy 
Qn0> "wbiah is tni^ and is no lie, and will efieetuaUy 
piascrve us from every dangerous mistake. 

Ver. 1^ Two things have I required of thee, ifasrf me 
themnoib^eldie. 

Agar haa taught ua fidth in Ood. He now teaches 
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118 by his own example^ to pray, although he does not 
mention^ by name^ the object of prayen He never 
dreamed that any person who pro£iessed to believe the 
VTGpd of God^ would think of any other object of prayer 
tfaan God himself; but^ since his days^ men have found 
aneans to jumble together, in their systems of religion, 
the most incompatible truths and errors. 

Two things comprised the objects of his petitions.—- 
I}avid had one thing that he chiefly desired, and our 
JLord sums up every necessary request in six petitions. 
The great blessings that we need from Grod should be 
habitually present to our minds, that when we have oc« 
casion to appear before the Lord, without time to pre« 
meditate, we may, in our requests, present the medita* 
tions of our heart in the words of our mouth. 

The wisest of the heathens were at a great loss to 
know what blessings they should ask from God; but 
God in mercy has instructed us what we should pray 
for, and hath promised the Spirit to help the infirmities 
of our understandings and souls, in this duty. When 
we observe the directions of the Scripture about our 
players, we know that we ask things agreeable to 
the will of God. The gracious Hearer of Prayer never 
aaid unto any of the seed of Jacob, '' seek ye me in 
▼ain ;" and he will not refuse hearing to those prayers 
that are dictated by his own Spirit 

But when we pray, we must pray in faith, nothing 
doubting. This holy man used great boldness at the 
throne of God. He insisted for these two things, and 
requires them, and pleads against a deniaL 

The revelations of the New Testament give us greater 
encomragements than Agur had, to exercise boldness in 
tiM prceenoe of God, and to plead with unceasing ear* 
nestness till we obtain the blessings that we need.-* 
God aits on a throne of grace, and we have a great High 
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Priest, who is passed into the heavens, and there ap- 
pears in the presence of God for its. Therefore let us 
come boldly to the throne of grace. This great High 
I^iestisalsoeur instructor, and teaches us to pray always, 
and not to faint, assuring us that our importunity shall 
at length prevail. The most glorious name of any mere 
man spoken of in the histories of the world, was ob- 
tained by such importunate supplications. Jacob wept 
and made supplication at Bethel ; yea, by his s^ength, 
he had power with the angel and prevailed, and his 
name was called Israel, because as a priAce he had power 
with God, and received the blessing for which he wrest- 
led. 

Agur prayed to God with proper impressions of his 
frailty and mortality upon his mind. He spoke like a 
dying man to the eternal God, and requested that he 
might enjoy the blessings of God whilst he lived. Spi- 
ritual blessings were the grand object of his wishes ; and 
if we duly considered the uncertainty of our lives, and 
the approaches that death is constantly making to us, 
we should never ask these blessings with such cold- 
ness as if we desired a denial. Thoughts of death would 
inflame our desires after heavenly things, and moderate 
our exorbitant desires for the blessings of the present 
Irfe. 

Ver. 8. Remove far from me vanity and lies ; give me 
neither ^poverty nor riches, feed me with food convenient 
for me. 

His first petition is for deliverance from sin. Whe- 
ther he means particularly the sins usually known by 
these names, or the sin of idolatry, or sin in general, he 
no doubt desired freedom from all sin. The best of men 
heed preservation from the worst sins, for diey are con- 
scious that they might fall into the deepest inire of ini. 
quity, if God withheld his mercy*. But all kinds of 
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sin may be justly called vanities and lies^ because it is 
empty and unprofitable*^ and imposes the most mis- 
chievous falsehoods upon men^ promising them plea- 
sure and gain, and giving them nothing but disappoint- 
ment and death. An impression of the unprofitable^ 
ness and danger of sin would make us very earnest in 
our prayers for the removal of it from us. " O Lord, 
the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the 
earth, and shall say, surely our fathers have inherited 
lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profitt." 

The removal of sin includes in it both pardon and 
sanctificationi and therefore the petition may include 
both the fifth and sixth petition of the Lord's prayeiu 
When God pardons sin^ he removes it far from us as 
the east is from the west, and casts it into the depth of 
the sea. When he sanctifies a soul, he removes sin from 
its throne, and gradually drives it out of its residence 
in the soul. Both these blessings are absolutely neces* 
sary for us. They are to be the subject of our most 
earnest petitions, and we have great encouragement to 
plead for them, because they are graciousry promised 
in his word ; and these rich promises are yea and amen 
in Christ, who purchased them for us by his bloody and 
gives us all possible assurance of obtaining them from 
God. 

We are not only to pray for the removal of sin, but 
for the removal of it at a great distance from us. As 
God removes it far away in pardon, the soul that ab< 
hors sin desires to have it far removed from the heart 
and life. Our Lord teaches us not only to pray against 
sin, but against temptation ; for there is a strong incli- 
nation in the hearts of men to comply with tempta* 
tions when they are presented to the souL If a man 



* Job xyiiii. 27. f Jer. xri. !•• 
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has a bag of powder in his hands^ he will certainly 
wish to keep at a distance from the fire. 

We must seek first the kingdom of God, and the 
righteousness thereof; but we are not forlndden to seek 
also those things that are needful for the body. We 
are forbidden to seek great things for ourselves^ 
but directed to seek daily bread; and accordingly 
Agur prays for it in these words, " Give me neither po« 
verty nor riches." 

Poverty is a very disagreeable thing to all men, and 
none will wonder that Agur prays against it. Yet our 
Lord, for our sakes, endured extreme poverty. If Pro- 
vidence should appoint poverty to us as our lot, we 
ought to be content with that situation in which Christ 
himself lived among us ; yet such is the kindness of 
God to us that we are warranted to pray against it, as a 
state of sore temptation. 

Had Agur prayed against poverty only, we would 
have all joined with him ; but few men would choose 
to have him for their ehaplain, because to poverty he 
adds riches, as a thing equally undesirable to him.-— 
Riches are the desire of all men, except those who know 
the weakness of their own hearts, and believe what our 
Lord tells us of the danger of riches. Riches are good 
if they are rightly used, and have been the instrument 
of much good when they were in the hands of very 
good and wise men ; but there are few even of the 
saints that have a sufficiency of wisdom and grace, for 
using, without abusing them. Agur desired to have 
nothing, however agreeable to the natural and ordinary 
wishes of men, if it might prove injurious to his soul. 

What then would this good man have from GQd> if 
he desires neither poverty nor riches ? He prays that 
God would feed him with food convenient for him; be- 
stowing on him whatever was needfid for his suppwt 
and conveniency, and suitable to the station in which 
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he was placed. Having fo6d and raiment, and ^ that 
is commonly included under tbe name of bread in Scrip- 
ture language, he would be content and thankful, and 
ask no more. 

Agur teaches us, in this account of his prayers, to 
look upon God as the dispenser of the good things ot 
life, who gives riches or poverty at his pleasure ; from 
whom we receive our food and raiment ; on whom we 
ought to depend for the supply of all our necessities; to 
whom we should pray for every good thing, and render 
thanks for every blessing. 

We are taught likewise to offer our most fervent pe* 
titions for the blessings of God's salvation. Agur did 
not think that vanity and lies could be removed too 
far from him ; but he thought that poverty might soon 
be too far removed. How opposite was his spirit to 
the spirit of the world ! 

The greatest part of men seek earthly blessings with 
all the desire of their hearts, and the blessings of sal- 
vation with more moderate desires, and only so fkr as 
they may consist with the main objcfcts of their affec- 
tion* But Agur desires outward conveniences for the 
good of his soul, and only in such a measure as might 
consist with his best interests. 

Ver. 9. Lest I be full and deny ihee^ and say, Who is 
the Lord 9 or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name 
tf my God in vain. 

He prays for daily bread, that he might not be led 
into temptation; and for the same reason he prays 
against riches. If his riches increased, he was afraid 
that, through the depravity of his nature, they would 
tempt him to the dangerous sin of luxury, to impiety, 
presumption and arrogancy. Such are the effects of 
riches upon men of corrupt minds. According to the 
pasture of the people of Israel, so were they filled : 
They were filled, and tiieir heart was exalted. Riches 
R 2 
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are the gift of God, but they are too often improved to 
the prejudice of the giver; and those who receive those 
oommon gifts in the greatest abundance, are generally 
the most ungrateful of all men to him from whom every 
good gift comes. They do not perhaps deny the Lord 
in words, or say with their, tongues who is the Lord ? 
but deeds speak louder than words. When men wil« 
fiiUy transgress the laws of God, they say in effect, ''who 
is the Lord that we should serve him ?" When they ne- 
glect prayer to God, they say that they are lords, and 
will come no more unto him. . Such was the practical 
language oC a great part of rich men in former ages, 
and it is the same at this day. " They spend their days 
in wealth,*' says Job, " Therefore they say unto God 
depart from us ; what is the Almighty that we should 
serve him ; and what profit shall we have if we pray 
unto him?" 

But are real saints ready to be ensnared into such 
sins by the influence of riches ? Saints have flesh as 
well as spirit ; and riches are a powerful temptation to 
them as well as other men. It requires more than a 
Solomon's wisdom and grace to preserve men from the 
corrupting influence of prosperity. Job was the best 
as well as the richest man in the East. But where is 
the saint who has received such rich communications of 
grace as Job I God grant that we may never be so rich 
as Job, unless he is pleased to make us as good and 
upright. 

Some persons think they are in no danger of making 
a bad use of riches, if they could but obtain them, be- 
cause they feel no disposition to make a bad use of any 
thing they have; '' but he that trusteth in his own heart 
is a fool." Is there a greater fool in the world than 
the man that thinks himself wiser than Solomon or 
Agur, or Christ himself, who tells us, that those who 
have riches shall hardly enter into the kingdom of God ? 
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A wise maxi will not choose to leave a country of ordi- 
nary fertility^ for another whose soil is fiirrichery but 
the air very pestilential, although his constitution of bo- 
dy is at present very healthful ; nor will he choose to 
walk in a flowery path where there are secret pits^ and 
where the country is infested with robbers, if he can 
find another path, that is less pleasant and more safe. 
' But poverty is, not without its temptations also. 
Pinching necessity may tempt a man to use uhkwM 
shifls for his subsistence, and even to steal. And there- 
fore this wise man prsfys that he might be kept from 
poverty as well as riches, for he had no confidence in 
his own heart, which he knew to be so foolish and 
treacherous. 

But what made him so much afraid o£ stealing ? Did 
he think he would be disgraced and punished for it ? 
Tha$ was not the thing for whidi he chiefly abhoried 
stealing ; but he knew that this sin brings a great guOt, 
and a de^ stain on the soul, and besides is a snare to 
the soul, which brings it into the devil's power, and 
gives him advantage for drawing on men to sins of 
greater guOt. One sin needs to be supported by another 
sin, and lying and perjury are the common refuges to 
which thieves have recourse for screening themselves 
from shame and punishment *• 

Agur abhorred all sin ; but the sin of pro&ning th« 
name of the Lord was one of the most dreadful wick- 
edness in his apprehension, because the Lord was his 
God. He believed in God, and loved him with all his 
heart, and he earnestly wished to be kept at the utmost 
distance from every thing that might lead him to dis- 
honour or pro^e the name of his God. 

Ver. 10. Accuse nol a servant unto his tnaster/lest he 
curse thee, and thou he found guilty. 

♦ Ch»p. xxix. 24, 
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Agur teaches ut not onl j to keep a good conscience 
in the things that relate immediately to the worship and 
serviceof God^ heenjoinsus^ likewise^toexerciseourselves 
to have a conscience void of offence towards men, not 
excepting the meanest of them. We must not hurt the 
meanest slave on earth; for although he is not able to rem 
v&ige the ii^ui^, yet God will do it with severe justice. 
As we must do no hurt to a poor servant, so we must 
not tempt any other person to hurt him. Agur forbids 
us to accuse him to his master^ lest we should expose 
him to severe treatment at his hands. But is accusing 
a servant to his master in ever^ case unlawful ? Did 
not Abraham accuse the servants of Abimelech to their 
master for robbing him of his wells ? He did; but there 
was no danger in that case, for Abraham knew that 
Abimeledi was too selfish a man to punish his servants 
because they exceeded the bounds o£ justice in their 
xeal for his service. There are other cases in which we 
may lawfully accuse servants to their masters, but they 
are not common. Men are too ready to take too mudi 
liberty in this point ; and Agur does not think it neces« 
sary to mention the excepted cases^ because any nuui 
can see them, and most men would take too great a li- 
cense in applying them to particular cases. 

But what is the evil of accusing a servant to his 
master ? It isinliumanity and cruelty. It is adding to the 
distress which we should rather rdieve if it were in our 
power, (for servants in those days were generally slaves.) 
It is a sowing of discord in families ; and it may pro- 
voke the poor man to curse thee. And what if he does ? 
It is his sin to curse me. It is your own sin; or if the 
sin be his, you are the devil that tempts him to it; and 
the height of his curses, aggravated with the guilt of 
them, may come down from a just God upon your 
head. You may be £[>und guilty of bringing a false 
accusation against him ; guilty of the poor man's re- 
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vengeful curses ; guilty of his master^s tytBimj, through 
the bad opinion of his servant that you infuse into his 
mind. Men by their indiscreet and sinful conduct^ do 
often bring upon themselves the guilt of many more 
sins than they ever thmk about. 

Ver 11. There is a generation ihatcurseth their f am 
iher, and dotH not bless their mother. 

Many of Agur's sayings are bettepr remembered 
than many other things^ by his method of classing his 
observations into a certain number of particulars. His 
petitions were two ; and his observations on the man« 
ners of men, and the qualities of creatures, are four on 
each subject He b^^ at this verse to speak of four 
sets of men, that deserve a particular remark on ae« 
count of their extreme wickedness. 

" There is a generation of men that curseth their fa*- 
ther." It is the disgrace of human natui^e that ever one 
man was found that could be guilty of this sin. Will 
a man curse the instrument of his exbtence ? This is 
the Qext degree of guilt to that of cursing the author 
of it. The prophet Isaiah pronounces a wo upon him 
that striveth with his Maker, and proceeds next to pro* 
nounce a wo against him that saith to his father, <' what 
begettest thou; or to the woman, what hast thou 
brought forth." 

But there is a whole generation of men upon whom 
this atrocious guilt may be justly charged, and there- 
fore we find a law m the writings of Moses appointing 
the punishment of it ; and the punishment is ihe same 
which was to be inflicted on the blasphemers of God 
himself. 

Although men do not expressly make use of their 

tongues to curse their fathers, yet they are to berank* 

ed with this cursed generation, if they do not bless 

their mothers. Mothers are to be honoured as well 

R 4 
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as fathers ; and the neglect of duty to parents is cri- 
minal^ as well ai the commission of offences against 
them. 

But perhaps you will say^ my mother deserves not 
to be blessed. Is she not your mother ? Then she de- 
serves your good will and tender affection^ and prayers; 
and if you cannot praise her, you have no call to eay 
any thing to her prejudice. 

Ver. 12. There is a generation that are pure in their 
awn eyes, and yet is not washed Jrom their JUthiness. 

No man is truly pure unless he is washed from his 
filthiness ; for all men are naturally polluted with sin, 
and rendered abominable by it ; for nothing on earth is 
comparable to sin for vileness, and no creature on earth 
is so abominable and filthy as man, who drinketh ini« 
quity like water *. 

We cannot be washed firom our filthiness but by the 
blood and Spirit of Christ. The blood of-Christ is the 
fountain opened by God for sin and undeanness, and 
it is the Spirit of Christ that applies it to our souls, and 
purifies our hearts by the faith of it f . 

But there are many who are strangers to Christ, and 
yet reckon themselves pure. They never saw their 
pollution, because they are unacquainted with the law 
of God, or with themselves; or they have taken to them- 
selves nitre and much soap, and flattered themselves 
that they could wash away their owe filthiness by it ; or 
they are mistaken about the way of making use of 
Christ, for the cleansing of their souls; gt persuade 
themselves upon false grounds, that they are cleansed 
by his grace. 

Seest thou a man that is dean in his own eyes, al- 
though he is yet impure in the sight of God, there is 

* Job XT. 14. t ^ ^^* ^1* 11* Acts XT. 9. 
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more hope of a publican or a harlot than of him. He 
•ays wito Christ, " Depart firpm me, for I am not a 
sinful man." He is covered, like the leviathan, with 
scales that render him impenetrable by the sharpest 
pmnted arrows. No sinners do worse things than those 
who do whatsoever is right in their own eyes, (Judges 
xviii. &C.) and none are farther from righteousness 
than those who are righteous in their own eyes. They 
are a smoke in God's nostrils, a fire that bumeth all the 
day. Christ foimd such self-conceited mea his great- 
est enemies whilst he was tabernacling among us, and 
spoke some parables, and denounced many heavy woes 
against them. 

Let us examine pur hearts impartially, lest we should 
deserve to be classed with this wretched. generation, 
which, we have reason to fear, is more numerous than 
the generation of them whose hands are clean, and 
their hearts pure. We all profess to be Christians, but 
Christ will deny us if we belong to this set of men ; 
for he hath declared, that except he wash us we haye 
no pa^ in him. Men are unwilling to class themselves 
with the impure, lest their consciences should fly in 
their faces ; but those that falsely pretend to purity axe 
the persons whose consciences shall lash them with 
greatest severity at last. Why should we seek to cover 
our nakedness with fig leaves ? Why should we ex« 
elude ourselves from the fountain, through a pernici- 
ous shame of confessing -our vileness? The promise 
of God stands upon record : *' I will sprinkle dean 
water upon you and ye shall be dean." Is it best, sin- 
ners, to claim the benefit of this promise, or to allege 
that you have no need of it ? Men are generally asham« 
ed tabe thought poor ; yet who would not confess him- 
self to be poor, if the king should ofier great wealth to 
every poor man in the town and to none else ? 
R5 
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Ver. IS. Tktre is a generalkrt, hem kfiy wre fi^ir 
y0i'4 and iheir eyi-Mik are l^ed «p. 

Thtve ISA generation of men that ape swelled inA 
pride and vanky, and yet pot on ^e dvess of humiiit^. 
Sttcdi are a great namber of ^ generadcm last nwa- 
tioned ; but God knoweth their hearts; and the fruits o£ 
Aeir pride c^len ^scover ^em to men. 

But there are d<HEBe oaen who seem to be proud ^^rcn. 
of their pride. They do not hide their sin^ bat declare 
it as Sodom ; and the shew of their countemnces wit- 
nesses against them. Agur was surprised how the sons 
of Adam, who are but worms, should put on suc^ aiw 
rogant airs, and behave with so much insolence. 

Scjomon likewise speaks of this race of men as a ge- 
neration al^orred by the Lord *. The prof^ets, in 
their predictions agakist Moab, and Ezekiel, in his pro- 
phecies against Tyre and Egypt, give us a strikii^ 
picture of their manners, and a terrible desa^iption ef 
the vengeance of God against such insolent despis^rs 
of God and men ; for God will save the afflicted and 
lowly people, but will bring down the high looks. 

Ver. 14. There is a generation whose teeth are «x 
Mwords/and their jawieeih as kniws, to devour the peer 
from off the earth, and the needy from among men. 

By these monsters of men, the inspired writer means 
. fidse accusers, extcnrtioners, oppressors, l^oody tyrants, 
and their wicked instruments, who are "the common 
enemies of men, but plunder and destroy especially the 
|)oor and peedy, because these cannot resist them. 

To what kind of creatures do^ Agur c<»apare these 
wretches ? Not to lions or tigers, for neither these nor 
any other kind of animals are so fierce «id brutaL 
These men are brutes with iron teeth, sharp as Imives, 
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to cut off^ and to destroy. Whilst they grind the &oes 
of the poor, and rob than of their means of submstence^ 
they do in eflFect eat the flesh of the poor, and flay their 
skinfromtheirbonea;andthey break their hemes,, and 
ohop them in jHeces, as for the pot, and as flesh for the 
caldron. 

To what wickednesses are men driven by the cursed 
love of gold I The horse-leech sucks till it bursts. The 
grave, and the barren w<»nb, and the pardied earth, 
and the fire, can never be satisfied ; but the hearts of 
wicked men are still nKnre insatiable. They are still 
crying, give, give. Hell is evidently set forHi before 
them, and flaming with tremendous fury ; and yet the 
insatiable lust o£ having, drags them on to purchase 
for themselves one of the chief places in that burning 
lake, by heaping one horrid instance of inhumanity and 
cruelty upon another. Had Job reigned anuHig this 
generation of men, he would have broken their jaws, 
and forced the spoil frcmi their teeth *, But punish* 
Hients inconceivably mote dreadful, are iqppointed to 
them by the just Lord, who will not do imqulty, nor 
sttffisr it to pass unrevenged. 

Ver. 15. Tk$ hwrtt'leeck haih two daughters, ciying. 
Give, give. There are three things that are never satis* 
fied, yea, four things say nat^ it is enough. 

Agur had been speaking of the dreadful effects of the 
lust of covetousness, which still cries, give, give. Some 
think that he intends, in the two following verses, to re« 
present the insatiable nature of this lust, by comparing it 
with the most craving and unsatisfied things that men 
are acquainted with. He does not expressly draw any 
moral uMtructbn out of the account he gives of the 
four thii^ diat cannot be satisfied, <mly be teaches us 
to make observations on the works of Ged, and the na« 
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ture of things that we see or hear of. Siich obsenratioiia 
enlarge our minds^ lead us to admire the Creator, mkI 
to raise religious meditations in our minds. Besides, 
the Scripture makes use of sudi obe^rations to illaa* 
trate the important instructions which it gives tts aboat 
the things that we are to believe or do. 

The horse-leech is a blood-sucker. It will suck the 
blood of other creatures till it bursts^ but covetous men 
will suck the blood of their fellow-men till they are 
damned. 

It is very usual in the eastern languages to call one 
thing the son or daughter of another thing, on accfmnt 
of some resemblance or relation in the one to the other. 
Thus arrows are called the sons of the bow ; and the 
firiends which attend a bridegroom, are called his chil- 
dren. In this sense, Agur calls any thing remarkable 
for its greediness, a daughter of the horse-leech. Cove* 
tousness of spiritual and eternal blessings, deserves to be 
ex^mptedfrom this humiliating comparison; but an heart 
set upon earthly treasure, is more like the horse-leech 
than any of its daughters ; for there is no satisfying of a 
covetous man ; with shame he loves, give ye. And if you 
should give him whole rivers of blood to drink, he will 
still cry fcnr more; as you see in the example of those ty* 
rants, whom providence in wrath to men, pamitted to 
gratify their lust without restraint *. 

Ver. 16. The grave, and the barren fvomb, the warik 
that is not^Ued mith mater, and thejire that saitk not, It 
is enough, 

"Hell and destruction" says Solmnon, ''are never fall, 
so the eyes of man are never satisfied ;" but because the 
invisible world is never full, it is folly to be greedy of 
earthly things ; for the grave will soon receive us, and 
then what will all earthly treasures avail us ? The in« 
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visible world keeps its gates wide open for us^ and 
therefore we should be laying up our treasure in another 
irorld. If the grave were fuU^ or if we could make a 
sure covenant with death, and obtain exemption from 
its power, we might have some excuse for living as if 
we were to live always. 

The barren womb is unsatisfied in the want of chil- 
dren. Rachel was led into much sin and sorrow by 
her passionate desire of children. Let others in the 
like circumstances beware of following her example. 
Discontentment with our lot, in any part of it, is a tor« 
menting and a dangerous sin. 

The earth, wh^i it is parched, can scarcely be satis- 
fied with rain. It gapes for the showers ; and although 
it be well refreshed at present, it will soon thirst for 
more. This teaches us our entire dependence upon 
God, who has ^ key of the clouds in his hand, and 
could soon make the rain of our land powder and dust, 
and our earth iron under our feet. As the thirsty land 
cries for rain, so let our souls thirst not for those blessings 
that spring from the ground, but fpr the salvation of 
the Lord from on high ; then will he rain down right* 
eousness upon us *. 

The fire is more greedy than any of these things. 
Lay (m fuel as long as you please^ it will soon make an 
end of it, and seek for more. There is a fiercer fiame 
in the corrupt hearts and tongues of men, kindled from 
hel], and sufficient to set on fire the course of nature t. 

Ver. 17. The eye that mocketh at his father, and desm 
piseth to obetf his mother, the ravens vf the valley shall 
pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it, 
~ hgoXf as well as Solomon, insists much on the respect 
due from children to their parents. Children that dis« 
obey or despise their parents are the kindred of those 

* Isaiah sly. 8. H^iea x. 11^ t James iii* & 
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that corse them^ for the <Hie sin is the mttural iotrochic- 
tkntotheothor. Such unnatural children were to be. 
punidied irith death by the law of Moees; and A|^iir 
represents the disgrace that attends this death, to af- 
fright men from the sin. 

The ravenous fowls will pidc out their eyes. Let 
children think of this, and let it be a motive to them, 
(if better ones are ineffectual,) to respect their parents* 
If human laws, or the cardessness of ma^strates, free 
disobedient children from this punishment^ God suffers 
them, by the violation of other laws, to bring themselves 
to the gibbet, or at least will find mean? to convince <^ 
finders by fatal experience, that his laws and threaten- 
ings are not vain *, 

Ver. 18. Tkerf be three things, which are too ivon- 
derfui/or me, yeafowr which I know not: 

Ver* 19- The way (^ an eagle in the air, the way ^ 
a serpent upon a rock, the way of a ship in the midst of 
the sea, and the way <fa man xmth a maid. 

An eagle is speedily out of our view when she soars 
aloft, and no trace of her flight is to be seen. A sar« 
pent slides over the rock, witliout leaving any slime 
like worms, or feathers like birds, A ship leaves no 
inark in the waves by which you can discern its track ; 
but the way of a man with one that calls herself a maid, 
is mcHre indiscernible than all of them together. The 
companions in lewdness have a thousand arts to draw 
one another into this abominable sin, and to ccmceal it 
when it is committed. 

Ver. £0, Such isiheway qfan aduUerous w^man ; she 
eateth, and wipeth her mouth, ami saith, I ba»e done no 
wickedness. 

*' Stolen waters are simeeA, saith the foolish womatt, 
and bread eatmiu secret is pleasant ;" and secret bread 

* Chap. zx. 90, 
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M fio BDucii the more pleasant, becaut e, when it is eaten 
the theft cannot be found out She wipes her mouth, 
and no marks of it are to be seen upon her lips. 

The sweetness and the hiddenness of this sin make 
it very dangerous. Persons conunit theft with fear 
and tremUing, and they are often discovered ; and the 
reproofs and punishments they meet with are means of 
conviction and repentance. But adulterous persons 
taste a deceitful pleasure in their sin ; and they have a 
thousand ways of ccmcealing their guilt ; and so they 
add one sin to another^ and contract those habits which 
become a second nature to them. The devil entan- 
gles them in strong twisted cords of a thousand folds ; 
and they are seldom recovered from his snares. They 
obtain^ by their lying arts, a miserable deliverance 
from the means of repentance ; and by degrees they 
almost bring themselves to think that they have es- 
caped the watchful eye of God. 

Do not imagine that the secrecy of sin is your secu- 
rity from punishment ; it is the snare of your souls. 
By your arts to hide your wickedness you are only 
hardening your hearts, and twisting thick cords for 
yourselves, that you may be held fast in sin, and pre- 
vented from ever enjoying the liberty of the children 
of God*. 

Ver. 21. For three things the earth is disquieted, and 
for four, whkh it cannot bear: 

Ver. 22. For a servant when he re^neth, and a fool 
when he is fUed wUh meat / 

Ver. 23. For an odious nfoman when she is married, 
and an handmaid that is heir tQ her mistress. 

Pride is a sin detestable to God i and its effects are 
such, that ev^ men omnot bear them> e^^ecially when 
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it is raised to an high pitch, by a sndden and unexpec- 
ted rise from a low and despised condition ; and there- 
fore a wise man would not wish to be raised by God 
to a condition much above his present state, unless God 
would give him grace to bear it with moderation. 

When a servant is raised to a throne, or to some 
high station in the government, he thinks himsdf al« 
most a god ; and unless every one gives him homage 
he is filled with ¥rrath and revenge. Haman was rais- 
ed so high by Ahasuerus that he became giddy ; and he 
thought the offence of one man that would not bow the 
knee to him so grievous, that it required the blood of a 
whole nation to make atonement for it. Joseph and 
David were indeed raised by God to high places, and 
behaved well in them ; but God knew their hearts, and 
gave them such grace that they were still lowly when 
their condition was high. The greatest tyrants in the 
world have generally been those that never expected to 
reign ; such as Maximin the Roman emperor, who put 
to death all that knew him in his low condition, and, 
amongst the rest, those that had relieved his Either 
and himself, that he might blot out the memory of his 
former meanness. Servants have not more seeds <^ 
pride in their nature than other men ; but they are 
sown in human nature, and are wonderfully cherished 
when the sunbeams of prosperity shine upon them with 
extraordinary warmth. Leave men of mean condition 
where you found them, and they will behave in their 
station as well as kings. Raise kings to an unexpected 
height of grandeur, and they will become Nebuchad- 
nezzars and Alexanders. " 

This observation is of use in the affidrs of the church 
as well as the state ; and therefore Paul forbids a novice 
to be made a ruler in the church, last, being lided up 
with pride^ he fall into the c<»idemnation of the deviL 
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A fool, when he is filled with meat, or fbndshed with 
riches sufficient to gratify his vanity and supply his ex« 
travagant desires, is another burden of tbe earth. A 
fool is troublesome at all times; but there is no bearing 
of him, when his lust of intemperance or greediness is 
folly satisfied. It is a blemish in David's character that 
he once broke out into such a violent rage, that he swore 
to destroy an innocent family ; but we must^remember 
that the pr6vocation was given him by a fool when he 
was filled with meat In ordinary cases David was the 
meekest of men. 

For the like reasons an odious woman is intolerable 
when she is married. Women of meek and quiet "spi- 
rits are a lovely part of the human . race ; but women 
of fretful spirits and unbridled passions are odious; and 
when they are married, it would require all the patience 
of Job, and the meekness of Moses to bear with them. 
Befrate marriage their pride was checked by neglect, 
and covered with the mantle of prudence; but when 
they come into their new state of life, they throw^off 
every restraint, and their new situation is a means of 
increasing their vanity and ill nature, till neither their 
neighbours, nor their servants, nor their husbands, can 
endure than. If you are wise, when you intend to 
marry a wife, let her portion be the least part of your 
concern ; but be sure that you know her real temper, 
and beware of those cheats that are doves in their vir« 
gin state, and vultures the week after they are mar« 
ried. 

An handmud that grows rich by the last will of her 
^deceased mistress, or obtains her master in marriage, is 
another plague to all around her, as we may learn from 
the example of Hagar the Egyptian. Men should 
never marry their servant maids unless they are fur- 
nished with virtuous qualifications, and particularly 
with modesty and meekness to an unusual degree. 
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Ver. €4. Z%6re be four things which art little upon the 
t&rth, but they are exceeUng wise* 

God is t9 be admireil in the leviathan and behe« 
tnoth^ and he is no less to be admired in the ant and 
the locust. The formation •f thede little creatures^ and 
the instincts which God has given iiiem, appear sur- 
prising to the wisest of men. They are not furnished 
with the noble gift of reason* and yet they have a de- 
gree of wisdom which may raise a blush in the cheeks 
of many who boast of the dignity of thdr rank in the 
scale of creatures. 

Ver. is. The ante we a people not sltong, ya thet^ 
pr^re their meat m the summer. 

The strength of ants has been admired by wise men, 
but their wisdom and industry make them strong ; foot 
they are a feeble nation^ ftt>m the make and si^e of 
their bodies. Sluggards make inability to do their duty 
one of their excuses; but let them go to the ants and 
locusts^ and learn to be ashamed of their frivolous pre« 
tences. These puny creatures do wonders by their ex* 
ertions and perseverance ; and men know not their own 
strength more than their weakness^ till they have made 
a fkir trial of it. But as to spiritual things, you will 
t&y, the Scripture teaches ui that we have no strength 
at all : that is true, but it teaches you at the same time 
** to work out your salvation witi^ ^ar and trembling, 
because it is God that wcnrketh in you both to will and 
to doofhis good pleasure." Are the ants «id the coniies 
80 strong by the instincts which they receive from their 
Makelr ? what will not worm Jacob accomplish^ when 
he goes in the strength of the Lord God i 

The ants j^epare their meat in die summer, that 
they may not starve in the figours of the wint^ months. 
How despicable, compared widi these insects, are the 
s^rational creatures, who sufit^r the thoughts of an 6nd« 

^\^' Digitized by GoOgk 
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less duration to be pashed out of their minds by three* 
score and ten years ? 

Ver. 26. The conies are hut afeebkfolk, yet make 
they their houses in the rocks. 

Perhaps the -wise man means some other kind of 
creatures than those which we call conies. He tells 
us that weak as they are^ they find means to make ha« 
bitations for themselves in the holes of the rocks^ or in 
rocky ground. As the ants teach sluggards to provide 
food for themselves, these animals reprove those that 
are careless ab<nit providing proper houses and means 
of security from dangers. Few of us want due care 
about houses for accommodating our bodies, but what 
provision have we made for a dwelling-place to our 
souls ? Do we build upon the sand, or on Uie everlast-i 
ii^ rock ?..If our place of defence is not the muniticm 
(Crocks, but some refuge of lies, the conies are wiser 
than we, according to their kind, l^he high hills are 
a refoge for the wild goats, and the rocks for the amies; 
and has God provided no refuge for our souls ? God 
himself is our refuge and our strength, and those that 
make him their h^tation shall be secured from the 
fear of evil. 

Ver. 27. The locusts have no kutg^ yet go ihey forth 
aU of them by bands* 

The locusts, notwichitandmg thejr weakness as indi« 
viduals, are strong and terrible by their order and 
agreement. They go forth by bands, and nations trem« 
ble, and countries are turned into desolate wildernesses. 
The pro{^et Joel speaks of the armies of locusts in the 
same style whidk other prophets use when they are 
speaking c^anmeS of Chaldeans oe Fersuai^ ; and his* 
tory fully justifies the propriety of his laiig«Mige. 

The Saracen enemies of Christianity are compared 
by John to locusts, for their number and harmony, and 
the destructive ravages which they were enabled by 
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these means to ccmiinit. Shall the enemies of region 
join so hannoniously in the service of the devil ? and 
shall we that do not want a king, we that have Christ 
and not Apollyon for our king, betray his glorious cause 
by breaking our ranks, and violating that beautiful or« 
der which he hath appointed ? When the followers of 
the Redeemer stand fast in one spirit, and with one 
mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel, eve- 
ry one in his proper station, then the church is ter« 
rible as an army with banners ; and the locusts that 
come out of the bottomless pit cannot prevail against 
her. 

Ver. S8. The spider idktih hold with her hands, and 
is in king*$ palaces. < 

The spider does not say, there are servants in the 
palace appointed takeep it dear from every nuisance; 
I shall be slain in the window. She provides herself a 
dwelling in the houses of the great, as well as in the 
cottages of the poor, for labour and wisdom conquer 
every difficulty ; but to the sluggish soul every ea^ 
thing is impossible. 

Does God furnish these despised creatures with wis* 
dom so admirable in their rank of being f We are sore- 
ly of greater value in his esteem than they are, and he 
has provided treasures of better wisdom for us. Let 
us have recourse to him, and he will furnish us with 
that wisdom which is proper to rational and immortal 
creatures. Our Lord seems to justify this inference, in 
the instructions that he draws ^om the providence of 
God in clothing the grass of the field, and feeding the 
fowls of the lur *. The locusts and spiders are hateful 
and mischievous creatures to men, but they are not for 
that reason useless. Those creatures that we despise 
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and abhor, are a part of the riches of the Creator. They 
read lectures to us concerning his wisdom ; and if they 
are well considered, they will instruct us in some arti« 
cles of our duty. 

Ver. 29. There he three things tohieh go rvelU yea four 
are comely ingoing. 

If an heathen will not believe in Christ, he cannot 
deny a God ; for the invisible things of God are clearly 
seen in the things that he has made, and in those vari- 
ous endowments which he has bestowed on his crea« 
lures. As a garden is rendered pleasant to the eye 
by the rich variety of fruits, and herbs, and flowers, 
which it contains, so to the eye of the mind the world 
is a beautiful scene, containing such a surprising varie« 
ty of creatures, every one of Xhem possessing qualities 
peculiar to itself. Agur had spoken of those creatures 
that are remarkable for their great wisdom in little bo* 
dies, and proceeds to mention some creatures that de- 
serve admiration for their courage and spirit, and the 
dignity that appears in their motions. " O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou made 
them all, the earth is full of thy riches." 

Ver. 30. A lion which is strongest among beasts, and 
tumeth not away for any. 

This celebrated animal is full of courage and fire ; 
and no danger can subdue its valour, or force it to dis- 
cover any sign of fear. God himself is pleased to use it 
as an emblem of that majesty and resistless power 
which he displays in the defence of his injured people *. 
And Christ our king disdains not to borrow from it 
one of his glorious titles. Christians are furnished 
with such strength from their Redeemer, that they are 
said to be bold as licms ; and by the courage of faith the 
saints liave sometimes stopped the mouths of lions, cht 

* Is. zxzi. fi 
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slain than outright. Wicked men have reason to flee 
although there is no pursuer^ but Christians sbould 
learn* in the cause of truth and righteousness^ not to 
turn aside for any adversary, ot any suffering; for they 
shall be more than conquerors through him that loved 
them. 

Ver. 81. A greyhound, an he- goat also, and a king 
against whom there is no rising up. 

A greyhound discovers great agility and life in the 
chace of its prey, and gives great pleasure to the eyes 
of the hunter^ The word, in the original, properly sig- 
nifies, some creature that is girt in its loins ; some take 
it to mean a cock, and others an horse ; which last ani- 
- mal has the honour to be celebrated by God himself, 
in the sublimest strains of poetry, and is used by the 
prophet Ze^hariah as an emblem of that conquering 
strength which God conveys into the hearts of those 
that fkithfully fight his battles against the enemies €^ 
religion. '^ The Lord of hosts hath visited his flock, 
the house of Jiidah, and hath made them as his goodly 
horse in the battle." They are weak as sheep in 
themselves, but furnished with the strength of war 
hOTses for maintaining his cause *. 

An he-goat is an animal so remarkaUe for its strength 
and stateliness, when it marches at the head of the flock, 
that the Macedonian power which crushed the str^igth 
of the mighty Persian empire, is represented by it in 
the book of Daniel ; and the prophet Jeremiah calls the 
delivered captives to imitate the he-goat, by setting an 
example of vigour and courage to one another, in im- 
proving the merciful providence of God ; for we ought 
to go before one another in every good work. 

Wonder not at Agur for insisting so long in his lit- 
tle performance, upon the excellendes of the irrational 
— — ■ ' - 

* Zech. X. i. Song I 9. 
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part of the creation. The creation is a volume spread 
before our eyes, that we may read in it the perfections of 
the Creator^ and the Scripture is a commentary upon 
some parts of it, which opens our mind to learn instruc- 
tion from the rest. Great use was made of this volume 
before the word of God was written, as you find in the 
book of Job *i and the Almighty was pleased to hum« 
ble Job for his unguarded complaints, by manifesting 
his own excellencies in a discourse upon his oreatures. 

A king against whom there is no rising up, is another 
of those creatures that are stately in going ; for the God 
who has given courage and strength to lions, has given 
majesty to kings, and stamped on them such dignity 
that their subjects are awed by their appearance. Kings 
should therefore employ their authority and influence 
for the service of God ; and their sulgects owe them re- 
verence as well as obedience; they are ministers of 
God, and are entitled to honour for the sake of their 
master and their work, and to obedience both for wrath 
and for conscience sake. 

Ver. 32. If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thy^ 
idfi or iflkou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy 
mouth. 

Pride is a very bad thing when it goes ,np farther 
than the thoughts, but it is still worse when it swells 
and overflows by the lips. If any proud or injurious 
thought come into our minds, it ought to be immediate* 
ly checked and suppressed. To discover it by our words 
is to declare our. sin as Sodom, to give indulgence 
to those passions that ought to be mortified, and to add 
iniquity to iniquity* Besides, if we do not lay our hand 
upon our mouthy we shall rouse the pride of other men« 
and Mndle. up rage and strife that wiU not be. easily al« 
layed ; and thus we shall be accountable not only for 
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our own sin, which is heavy enough of itself^ botlScewife 
. for those iniquities that we occasion in others^ by the 
temptatiotis which we throw in their way. 

Ver. 83. Surely the churning of milk bringetk Jartk 
butter, and the wringing of the nose hringeth forth blood; 
so ike forcing of wrath bringetk forth strife. 

Wrath is not only provoked^ but forced by haughty 
and spiteful words ; for such is our weakness, that we 
. are as easily kjncfled into anger by the angry words 
that are directed to us, as cme coal is kindled by ano- 
ther coal that is burning. We should be meek when our 
neighbour is angry ; but, alas ! we have too little of the 
spirit of Moses, or rather of Jesus ; for Moses himself 
has beei^ provoked to speak unadvisedly with his lips. 
As the vident shaking of milk in the chum produc- 
eth butter, as the wringing of the nose makes blood to 
spring forth, so when we teaze our neighbours, and set 
their passions into a ferment by bitter and galling words, 
we are the authors of strife, and kindle up that destnio* 
tive and devouring fire, which perhaps cannot be quench- 
ed till it has done a thousand times more mischief than 
we dreamed off. The command of our passions and 
tongues is an attainment of vast consequence to our 
happiness and the welfare of our souls. Many of the 
wise instructions of Solomon and Agur are designed 
to recommend this pmnt of wisdom to our regard, and 
to assist us in learning it. Our Lord Jesus recom- 
mends it to us as one of the marks of a true Christian, 
and an cfvidence of our regard to his example.^ The 
apostles Paul and James insist very mudi upon it ; and 
that love which John is for ever pressing upon us, -mil 
sweeten our tempers effectually into that calmness and 
meekness which are so absolutely necessary to our hap« 
piness and usefulness in the world, and will gradually 
extinguish those seeds of wrath and contention whic^ 
lie in our corrupted natures. The apostle Peter rem 
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commends the calmness and meekness which is here 
enjoined by motives of inresistible force, the example 
which Christ left us when he was bearing our sin ; the 
pleasure that God takes in meekness^ and the happiness 
which he graciously confers on those who govern their 
passions^ and their tongues^ according to his will* Men 
of arrogant and outrageous tempers^ murmurers and 
complainers, are condemned by Jude in his short epis- 
tle with great severity. The whole scripttire J;estifies 
loudly against the contentious and ill-natured. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

Verse 1. The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that 
his mother taught him. 

Women have sometimes enjoyed the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. Deborah and Lemuel's mother were 
honoured to be the composers, under the direction of 
God, each of them of a chapter in the Bible ; and the 
prophecy of Lemuel's mother will make every woman 
who governs her life by it an ornament to her sex. 

It is the duty of mothers, as well as fathers, to instruct 
their children. Although Lemuel was a king, yet his 
mother was directed by God to give him instruction 
and admonition. Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi, 
was renowned for the pleasure she took in the educa- 
tion of her children ; and the celebrated Cicero reckons 
them as much obliged to her for their education as 
their birth. When a certain Campanian lady was one 
day shewing that illustrious lady her jewels, and desir- 
ing a sight of Cornelia's jewels, she told her that her 
children were her jewels ; and certainly the richest dia« 

Vol. II. S 
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monds of Golconda euuiot give so much lustre to a 
lady, as the proper disdiarge of this duty to h^ cdiiU 
dren. Cornelia was an unenlightened heathen^ but 
why should Christian nMdiers Uush in her presence? 

If we were as great as kings, it would he a scandal to 
us to despise the instructions and counsels of a mother. 
King Lemuel rememhered, and wrote the proj^cy 
that his mother taught him, and transmits it to poste* 
rity. Whoever he was^ we have season tp believe that 
he practised the llistmctions whidi Jie so much cespect^ 
ed. Lemuel shall be for ever held in honour for the 
respect which he shewed to his mother, and his mother's 
name will be renowned to her part in forming her son 
to virtue, and religion^ and public usefulness. 

Ver. 2. What, my son ? and tohat, the son qf my 
womb f and what, the son of my vows f 

When this venerable lady was instructing her son^ 
her heart was overflowing with inexpressible tender- 
ness of affection to him. Parents often take a very ah^ 
surd method of expressing their fon^ess €or their 
children; but when they gratify every one of their hu* 
mours, and suffer them to live without restramts and 
admonitions, they do not ti^uly love but hate th^chikU 
ren. He that ^areth the rod hateth his child. The 
love of parents to their children is best shewed by do* 
ing their utmost endeavours to make them good Chris- 
tians^ and useful to their generation ; and for this pur-^ 
pose they ought to dispense their instructions and their 
reproo& in the lai^uage of love, and to let their child* 
ren see that every thing they say to them is dictated by 
the warmest affection. . 

" What, my son ? and what, the son of my womb?*' 
This fond mother cMisidered and pondered in ber mind 
what way she should e&press her tender regaid, ^d 
she could find no betteir way of shewing it than by 
teaching him that wisdom which becttaae his st^on ; 
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^ ior what greater testunony of love can any mother give 
to the son of her womb ? 

Every mother loves the son of her womb. If she 

' does not^ she is not a mother, but a sister to the ostrich, 

' to which God hath denied understanding. The love 

' ef a moth^ to the son of her womb is so fervent, that 

God is pleased to use it as an illustration of his own 

love to his people. Although the love of a mother bears 

no prc^rtion to it, yet that is one of the best emblems 

of it which the world can affi)rd. 

Lemuel was the son of her vows, as well as of her 
woihb. Every son of the womb should be a son of the 
mother's vows and prayers. And the instructions of a 
parent must be j(»ned with prayers for their success ; 
for mothers may plant, and fathers may water, but it is 
God who giveth the increase. When Monica was 
shedding tears for her beloved son Augustine, at the 
time that he was a ddbauchee, and an heretic, one of 
her friends told her that the child of so many prayers 
could not be lost, and perhaps no mother since the days 
ef the Virgin Mary had in die end greater comfort in a 
son. 

Ver. S. Give not ihi^ sirenglh utdo women, nor thy 
ways to that which destroyeth kings. 

Whoredom, as Solomon tells us, is the ruin of any 
man ; but none are in greater danger of being ruined 
in their bodies and fcntunes by this vice than kings, 
who have too often the misfortune to want a check or 
a reprover, whilst the temptations that lead to sensua^ 
lity are ever surrounding them. David and Solomon 
involved themselves in great distress by the love of 
women ; and it is w^ known, that in later times, the 
kingdom of Spain was totally ruined} and the Saracens 
introduced into the possession of it, through the un« 
H^ridled lust of King Roderick. 
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Ver. 4. // is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for 
Icings to drink nine, nor for princes, strong drink. 

Wine, as well as whoredom, takes away the heart 

when k is drunk to exi^ss ; but other men cannot do 6o 

much hurt as kings or magistrates when they are drunk. 

Ver. 5. Lest they drink, and forget the law, andper^ 

vert the judgment of any of the qfflicted. 

When Nadab and Abihu were destroyed by fire from 
the Lord/for their unhallowed incense, it is probable 
they were in liquor ; and therefore a law was made on 
that occasion thai priests should drink no wine when 
they went in before the Lord, lest they should blunder 
in. any part of the sacred service. The more import- 
ant any roan's work is, he is the more obliged to be 
temperate in all things; and dunkenness, which is 
a damning sin in any person, is attended with procKgi- 
ous aggravations in those men that dispense the myste- 
ries of the gospel, or administer the public affairs -of 
the nation. The most oppressive and execrable laws 
that Scotland was ever plagued with, were made by a 
parliament called the drunken parliament. Alexan« 
der the Great, when he was drunk, killed one of his 
best friends, who had, on a former occasion, saved his 
life in battle ; and when that prince recovered his 
judgment he had almost killed himself. His father 
Philip was less unfortunate. He once forgot the law 
in his cups, and passed jin -unrighteous sentence i^Km 
a poor widow ; but soon recoirering his senses, he con« 
demned himself to refund her damages. 

Some think that drunkenness is an excuse for the 
faults that are committed by men under the influence 
of it. Lemuel's mother, under the influence of the pro- 
phetical spirit, was of another mind ; and evenunin- 
lightened heathens have been sensible how frivolous this 
excuse is. Zaleucus (I thiiik) made a law amoi^ 
the Locrians, that if any person comm'tt^d a crime 
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when he was drunk^ he should be punished for both 
crimes ; for he did not judge that one crime was a pro- 
per excuse for another. If men are mad without any 
fault of their own, they are not accountable for their 
actions ; but a voluntary madness has no excuse for 
itself, and will be no excuse for any thing else. 

Tapervert judgment in any case is not good. To 
pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted, is such a 
complication of injustice and inhumanity, that none 
but a man who is drunk, or is of a disposition that 
makes him perpetually like a man in liquor, will be 
guilty of it. The wise woman knew that her beloved 
son could never commit this unpardonable imquity 
whilst he was sober. 

It is not for ministers, or toadiers ; it is not for pa« 
Tents, or masters, or mistresses, to drink wine to ex- 
cess, lest they forget their duty and commit some per- 
nicious error, in the discharge of that trust which lies 
upon them, and corrupt their inferiors by their exam<« 
pie. 

But is wine useless ? Why then did God create the 
fruit of the vine? It is not useless. Mahomet re« 
proached hi» Creatmr, when be prohibited the use of it 
without restriction. It is useful for the refreshment of 
any man, when his labours, or the dejection of his 
mind, or the state of his body requires it. It is pecu- 
liarly useful to those that are oppressed with calamity 
and grief. 

Ver, 6. Give strong drink unto him thai is ready to 
perish, and mine to those that be qfheav^ hearts. 

Ver. 7. Let him. drink, and forget his poverty, and re* 
member his misery no more. 

We must not give wine in immoderate quantities to 

any person, however dejected, for sin is never to be 

ehosen rather than affliction ; but wine moderately used 

is of great use to revive the languishing spirits of th^ 
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disconsolate i aiad it may be a piece of as reid dianty, 
to bestow this gea^ous liquor upcm them^ as it is to 
give Inread to the hungry. The Ptoknkt meiiti^ms tius 
«mong other instMices of God's bonatyi that he give« 
not only bread to strengthen us, bat likewise wine to 
cheer our hearts^ and oil to make our faces shhiedi Somt 
of thep^sons that were {Nres^nt at the crueifiRioti of 
jeur blessed Lord, gave him wikie mixed with m3rrrii W 
raider his sufferings more tderdbte to him ; but owr 
Lord, who allows and requires us to bestow ecnrdiali 
on those who are ready to faii^ und^ their sorrow^ 
Irefused ibeata in his own severest 8ttfferiiigs,.ibr he wasr 
not disposed to dedinc the bitterest dregs of AsA Oip 
of sorrow which was put into his hands by hia^&thei: ; 
but when his p6ople ate made partakecs of the suffer- 
ings of Chrirt, he puts the cup of ooneolaiiaB mto thear 
hands, and calls them to drink of r4hat g/esuxmm win# 
whidb goes down sweetly, and eanseB the lips of thoat 
who are in tl^ deepelEtt distr^s to sing. " As thesuffiBr- 
ings of Christ aboqnd in us/' said one that was pressed 
with aiffliotion above measure, " so our consiriaiioB also 
aboundeth by Chrirt." 

We ought to be followers of Christ in tli« exercise of 
iDompas^oa to the sorrowful and the distressed. It is 
lievilish to add to the sorrows of the afflicted ; but it m 
Christ-like to wipe away the tears firam the eyes of the 
fiitherless fmd widows, and to deserve the blessings of 
them that are ready to perish. 

Ver. 8. Open Ih^ mouth Jbr the dumbi h iie cause 
of all suph as are appoitUed io destruction, 

Ver. 9. Open thy mouth, Judge rigUeously^ nmdpkad 
the cause of the poor and needy. 

Job was an excellent pattern to all pnunces. He was 
eyes to the blind, and feetjto the lame, and a father to 
the poor ; and no doubt he was a mouth dso to the 
4uinb. Such a prince the mother pf I.^aciuel wisk^ 
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lier son t6 be. I^ie exhorts him to do judgmeiit and 
justice to all hw people^ but to regard with peculiar 
tenderness those unfortunate men that were in danger 
of losing their estates or lives^ by reascm of accusations 
brought against them. If they were unable^ through 
ignorance, or awkwardness, or fear, to plead their own 
cause, she would have him to be their advocate, and to 
{dead every thii^ that truth and equity would allow 
on their behalf. The appointment of advocates to plead 
for prisoners at the bar "agrees with this instruction; 
and those who are appointed to this charitable office 
should opeti their mouths, and interest themselves in 
die cause of their distressed clients, with all the warmth 
that justice can admit, that none may be condemned^ 
unless the evidence against them clearly overbalances 
ev^ argument that can be adduced on their side. 

It is certaii^that charity to the poor, and clemency 
to the accused, must not interfere with the due admi- 
nistration of justice ; for a poor man is not to be coun<i 
tenanoedki Itts cause ; but there is less danger of erring 
in this than in the contrary extreme; and it is the bu« 
uness of princes to take care, that^ in the administration 
of justice, the poor may not suffra* by their unacquaint« 
tdness i^ith law, or their want of ability to take the be- 
nefit of it when they are oppressed, or to defend thenn 
sdves figaiiist their wealthier adv^saries. 
- Our Lord JelBUs Christ is at once our king and oar 
wlvocate. He saves the poor and needy, and breaks 
then: oppressors in pieees^ He stands at the right hand . 
of the poor and neiedy, to s»ve them from those that 
would condemn their souls. Princeis, as they have op« 
portunity, should imitate him by whom kings reign, 
tod princes decree justice. 

The mother of Lemuel having instructed him in the 
. virtues of purity and temperance, justice uid mercy, 
proceeds next to instruct him in the choice of a wife. 
S4 
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As a bad wife is one of the worst, and a good wife one 
of the best things in the world, men cannot be too i*aii<« 
tious about entering into the relation of marriage, which 
death only (or what is worse than death) can dissolve. 
Those who are in public stations have peculiar reason, 
for their own sakes, and for the sake of their connec- 
tions, to consider well who those persons are whom they 
take into such dose connexion with themselves. Paul 
gives directions about the wives of deacons * ; and the 
instructions about the choice of a virtuous wife are here 
addressed to a king^ Although his instructor was his 
mother,, yet she says nothing about high birdi, or a 
large portion, or great alliances ; £ov these things were 
trifles to her view, compared with virtue. Besides, the 
spirit of God designed these instructions not merelj 
for kings, but for all that httrt wives to choose^ and fov 
the whole female sex. 

TIijB last part of this chapter should be learned with 
great care by all women* The spirit of God was pleas* 
ed, in the composition of it, to begin every verse widi 
different letters^ according tojthe order of the alphabet^ 
}ike the 1 19th Psalm, which would render it more easy 
to be retained in the memory. 

. Ver. 10. Who canjind a virluoui woman ^far her price 
iifar above rubies.. 

Those that wish to have a good wife ought to coii« 
sider that one who deserves thb character is not easily 
to be found ; and therefore they ought to be cautious in 
their choice, to be well acquainted with the disposition 
and behaviour of those women who are to be their 
constant companions through life, and to address fer« 
vent supplications £or the favour of him from whom 
alone a prudent wife is to be had, Abraham observed 
these rules in seeking a wife for his son, only he bad 

. - . • 1 Tim. lii. 11. 
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xio personal acquaintance with Rebecca ; but not know- 
ing of any virtuous woman in Canaan^ he trusted God 
to provide him one in the land to which his obedience 
to God hindered him from returning. 

But why are virtuous women so rarely to be found ? 
lis the female sex more corrupted by the transgression 
of their first mother than her sons? This cannot be 
supposed. Solomon found fewer good women than 
good men ; but the experience of a man who conversed 
too much with the blemishes of their sex, will not esta-* 
blish a general rule. Women were so ill used in an- 
cient times^ that it is not to be wondered at if there 
were few virtuous wom^i to be found. In our timesi 
when the yoke of marriage is become much lighter on 
the woman^ it may be reasonably supposed that it 
Would be no dishonour to the female sex to be compa* 
Ired with the male^ and that the virtues in which they 
are inferior^ are abundantly balanced by those more 
lovely accomplishments in which they excel. 

Men have no reason to reflect that virtue i& rarely to 
be foimd in women. The imputation is not just^ if it 
be meant to state an odious distinction between the 
sexes ; but if it were^ the fault lies as much in men as 
in women. Virtue is not duly este^ned ;: but riches 
and beauty are preferred to it Who can find a wife 
that will bring a large portion ? is the general question. 
Were the judgment of the princess by whom this cha- 
racter of a good wife was drawn^ to be followed by the 
generality of men^ parents would alter in a great 
measure their plan in educating their chilcken ; and 
women would endeavour to recommend themselves, not 
by setting ofiF their beauty to advantage^ or giving them* 
selves out for great fortunes, but by the practice of re- 
ligion and of every praiseworthy qualification. 

The price of a virtuous woman, is far above rubies 
and diamonds. Although she has no portion, but her 
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clothes, Ae will be ptdfpmd bj a itia»nMHitr»e|irtlHit 
is destitute of her qnalificatians, akhough she wvrepqs* 
sessed of all the dches of the east. He is a fbel wfad 
marries the woman that is dressed in silk and tiibieSj if 
h^ would refijse the same woman in russet 

Ver. 11. The Meurt ofherkusbMd datk n^truH m 
her, so thai he shali have tia need qfspoiL 

She bdiares in sudi a manner a& to be above all siwi 
{>tcion of any thing inconsistent with strict vktiie; 
When CsBsar divorced hw vriie, and was asked tb6 
reason of it^ he saidt that Caesar's wife oogfat to be 
free not only of guilt but of su^ician. All Christians 
ought to walk so inofiensivdy, that the adversary that 
wishes to defiune them may find no ey^ thing to say ; 
but wives in a qpedal manner jou^t, £ar the aAe of 
their husbands and theinselves, to ke^ at a great dis- 
tance from every thing that might sully their character^ 
because it is easily i^tained and not easily cleared* 

Some husbands will suspect their wives, c^ indiscre- 
tions without the least shadow of reason; but such 
brutes are so rare> that the prophete^ takes no nottca 
of them. She takes it for granted, that the hudbtfoid of 
Ae virtuous woman will trust to her fidelity and pru« 
dence, when she merits it so well at his hands. To 
give cause of suspicions is bad in a woman ; to suspect 
nvithout any cause is extrem^y ungrateful in a man» 
Confidence in a virtuous wife is a piece of duty to her- 
self, and pleasant to her husband. The harmony of 
hearts arising from mutual esteem in husband and wife^ 
ailSM*ds the most delightful pleasure which any thing 
less than religion can give ; and when true piety ia them 
both is added, it mak^ a kind of heaven upon earth.^ 

The heart of the virtuous woman's husband rejoices 
not only in his present {Measures, but in his agreti^e 
prospects of futi^re happiness and conloitment He 
knows that his house is managed with 4Bii€h frogalit^ 
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atad prudenee»that he ean enteitain no appTcliensions cff 
p oTCrty ,' He needs not leave his family^ and betake 
-bimaelf to a mifitary life, to be enriched by the spoils of 
i^€it, H<6 is under ho temptation to injiistice and 
jiqmie, to make npanjnraste in his mibstan^e; for every 
part of it is managed to the best advantage, 'fhe wk- 
tiiou& woimm does good to the soul ai her husband 
ai w^ aa to his body ; for her behaviour is a preserva- 
fSob &dm thoK tenqptations to iniquity^ by which others, 
not blessed with the like happy connexions^ have been 
Aawn tk> sin, and to di^^aoe, and to a gibbet. 

Ver. 12. She will do him good and noi evif^ attdtedays 

There sare some^ives who are a constant plague to 
0i0ir hasiKmds^ vexing tfaem with thehr ungodly and perw 
verse l>elMiviem% every day and every hour of their life. 

There are othem who 60 some good to their hus« 
bands, but at the same time do them so much evil that 
they cannot with any propriety be called virtuous 
wives. They take good care of thdir substance, and 
-w^ ndb spiend a penny without necessity ; but they 
teioe dieir husbands, and ieat die very life out of all 
their comfbrts, fay perpetual contentions, and by fV«t« 
ting at every trife and every notlung. , 

But tibe virtuous woman doth good and not evil to 
her httsteind, and that not only at particular times, but 
every day. Sirnie wives are like the days of April ; at 
one time ^ley are serene and pleaKint, but at other 
times they are i^l tempest and fbry, and at another time 
th«y are like a continual dropping. The virtuous wife 
k as careful to please het husband, by an even and 
sweet temper, as she is to manage his affairs with dis« 
-cretion. She is the same to-day, and will be the same 
to-nK»rroWy that she was yestenky. She is the same 
twenty or fifty years after marriage^ as she was the first 
tnonth. Neither dckness, nor poverty, not old agOi nor 
S6 
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even the errow into which her hunband may ftdl m 
managing the business of his family, will damp her It^e. 
The mofe he needs^ the more he enjoys her tender 
^sympathy. If he should sometimes^ through tiie fi-a3« 
ly of human nature, be so ungrateftd asto speak liarsh^ 
ly to her^ she will bear with him, and fix-give hnn. 
When he is dead> she will cherish his monory ; and 
when the relation is loosed by the parting stroke^ she 
,will still do him good, by shewing kindness to his **aL. 
4ren for hia sake. 

Ver. 13. She seek$th wool andjlax, amd tporketk wiUm 
ingly^ with her handi. 

Some women will rather sit idle whilst they Itve, 
lihan seek wool or flax* If their husbands do not provide 
them proper materials fcnr their woxk, tiiey wilLcvmsii- 
der it as a very sufficient excitte for idleness; butthe vii^* 
tuons woman abhors idleness, and loves her duty ; and 
therefore she takes care to provi^ every necessary ma- 
terial and implement for work, that ^e may employ 
her time to the best advantage. ' 

It is not enough for a wife to manage wi& frugality 
the fruits of her husband's industry, or to keep her seiu 
vants at work ; the virtuous woman works with her 
own hands; and.it is not a burden but a pleasure to her 
to work with her hands. When Abraham's wise ser- 
vant sought A wife for his master's son, he prayed to 
Cfod to direct him to a woman that would give proof 
of her virtue* by her industry and politeness. 

Men and women have different tasks assigned dem, 
and each must employ themselves in their proper work. 
She is not a virtuous woman that neglects the work of 
a woman} and intrudes herself into her husband's af- 
fairs. The good wife employs herself with cheerful- 
ness about her wool and flax^ and leaves others to nuad 
tl^ir own affairs; at the same time, if there is any 
thing necessary for the family which cannot be provide 
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ed at home, riie vill take proper care that it shall not 
l>e MPaiitiii|^. 

: Ver. 14. She is Ukt the merchant ihipe, she hringeth 
Aerjhod from afar. 

.^ She does not contract a mean and narrow habit, by 
her dose application to labour^ nor employ her endea- 
vours txi amass a heap of us^ss treasure. She^grudge« 
no expense that may contribute to the happiness of h» 
&mfyf bat die^rfiilly ^ehiinges the fruits of her own 
labour for those necessaries and oonvenienees that are 
fetdied from distant countries. While slothful wives 
can scarcdy provide necessary clothing for their own 
£unilies> she provides by her labour and good manage* 
ment^ someUiing to s^l^ that the price may serve for 
the pureliase of other commodities. 

By the wise management of providence^ distant eeun« 
tries are rendered useful to one another, by the sup- 
ply of their mutual wants. No country enjoys every 
advantage; but there is no country where industry 
will not procure both the commodities which the soil 
aff<»rds^ said those which must be fetched fVom afar. 
The virtuous woman enjoys the fruit of other pe^Ie's 
labour, and the produce of other climates ; for divine 
providesice bestows its blessing on her industry, and 
there is no want o£ any good thing endured in her 
house. 

Ver. 15. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giv 
eth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidins. 

Slothful women will not rise when day is come, but 
suffer the sun to run a great part of his daily race be* 
fore they can think of shaking off their slumbers. The 
virtuous woman often prevents the dawning of the day, 
for she loves her duty more than her sleep. But it ia 
to be remembered, thai in the country Where this in- 
spired woman lived, the days and the nights were almost 
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#qtial through die wiide ye&r^ to thai her mesnng i% 
the virtuoij^ woman rises before six in the motnii^. 

But how h she employed when she is oat of bed ? 
David speaks of riung eatly to pralsff Ood $ and n* 
doubt the virtaoiM wonrati witt not neglect her dero- 
tiaiis> for she is a woman that fears the Lord ; but d^ 
does noty under pretence of rdqpon, forget what she 
owes to her family. She is a good «id not a hard 
steward in the house dP her husband, and taikoB care 
diat none of her serrants wcint their neeessary portiim 
of food. It is a happy ihkig to Hve under her roof; 
Old her maidens are encouraged by her kindi»ss as 
well as excited by her example, to perform wiUi dieer* 
ftilneBS die tasks assigned them. 

Ver. 16. She conMereth afiMytml imyetk U/ wUk 
ihefrmt of her kaneU ike phtUHk a Wfie^ard. 

Some of the female sex will consider every trinket 
that comes in their way, and spend more nsmejr thaa' 
ever diey gained by their work, in purchasiifg every 
trifle that can minister to their vanity, or gradfy a ca« 
pricious humour; but the virtuous woman employs her 
money in useful purchases. She will not, however, 
buy any thing without considering it, that she may 
judge whether it is worth the money demanded f<Nr it ; 
but when she has considered, ^e buya ; for she is not 
of a capricious and inconstant humour, like some whose 
mind changes more quickly than the wind. 

What she buys she improves to advantage ; iw ^e 
has abttndanee of money, the fruit of her labour and 
good management, and wkh it she plants a vin^rard 
in the field which she has bought, thi^ her &raily BMiy 
be well supplied with the cc»iEveiiiences of life in time 
to come. 

Ver !?• 8h€ girdeih her hins rviik Mref^ik, and 
itrengtheneih her arms. 
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Ai ymt gatkert on metals ituA are teldom used> so 
feloggishnesd of dispoekion contmcts a mst on the pow** 
eih»of tbe body and mind; and idl^e persons by degrees 
realize those excuaes for "dieir conduct whidi were at 
first meite slumSi The Tirtuovs woman is of a very 
dSferenl temper*. She declines not any port of her du<h 
ty tlMWigh^vevsion to toil ; and by exerting her strength 
with a cheerful mind^ she improves it. Her labours 
give her health and vigour, and alacrity for new labours; 
so that she can with great ease and tranquillity g6 
through those basinesses whidi appear impossibUities 
to other women. 

. Ver. 1 8r She perceiveih that her merchandiee is good ; 
her candh goeth not out by night. 

Notwithstanding her activity^ Ae is never in such a 
hurry as to do her work in a slight and superficial man* 
derr H^merehandise is known to be goody «m1 brings 
a ready market and a good price; mid her knowledge 
of this is a sufficient reward of itself for her tcnls ; for 
when the lazy are perpetually uneasy by their reflec« 
tions on their own ccmduet^ the consciousness of having 
done her duty, and the prospect of the advantages axism 
ing from it> are a constant source of satisfiiction and 
cheerfulness to tiie virtuous woman. 

She denies not to herself the necessary refreshments 
cf sleep and rest. This would be a piece of vanity ♦. 
IVhen the inspired moralist tells us that her candle goeth 
not out by night, her meaning is^ that she never wearies 
of her labours^ nor indulges herself or her maidens in 
tHeep, beyond the call of reason and nature. In this 
dense Paul speals« of warning peofde day and night; 
£ot no vurtuouk wiKum ever laboured so diligently for 
^e good of her family, as the great apostle for the ad« 
Vancem^it of the kingdom of Christ. 
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There are some ftshionable ladies who. keep their 
candles bumii^ almost the whole night ; but they make 
Hp for it abmidantlj, by sleejung away the one half of 
the day, as if a candle were better than the sun. The 
virtuous woman rises early in the rooming, but she can 
bear, sitting late also, when her business requires it> al« 
though she would by no means spend her candles^ or 
her time upon cards. 

Ver. 19. She lat^eih her hands to the spindle, and her 
hands hold the distaff. 

; Very good employment for a servant maid; but will 
any lady spoil her white hands, and consume that time 
which might be employed so much more agreeably, 
in the vulgar trade of spinning ? or did Lemuel's mother 
expect that hk consort would employ herself in such 
work ? Why net ? She was, to be a woman as well as a 
queen ; and where is the law that forbids queens tabe 
virtuous women, or to. make use of their hands for 
those purposes for which the Creator designed them I 
At Abraham's desire^ Sarah dressed a kid for her guests 
with her own hands> and Rebekah was so expert in 
household work» that she could impose upon her hus« 
band the flesh of kids for venison caught in the fields. 
Or if these examples are too ancient and sacred to be 
imitated by fine ladies in modern times, Alexander the 
Great, and Augustus Coesar, wore clothes that were 
made by their own sisters ; and our lufniable queen Is 
pleased to set a royal example of industry to her sub* 
jiects. 

! If the female sex must not be idle, although their 
rank might seem to exempt them fxfiax the drudgery 
of working, how iirexcusable is it m men, who boast 
superior strength, to trifle away their day^ without 
doing any thing; especially, considering tibat their 
sphere of labour is so much wider, and their opportu- 
nities so much greater, of choosing «ome profession suit- 
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ed to their dispositions. Do they allege that their pa- 
trimonies set them above the need of doing any tiling ? 
This is the same thing with saying that God has been 
so good to them, that they are under no obligation of 
serving God, by serving their generation according to 
the will of God. 

Ver. 20. She stretchelh out her hand to the poor, yea 
she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 

Aldiough she is very careful of her family, yet she 
does not confine her attention to it. She labours with 
her hands, working that which is good, that she may 
have to give to him that needeth. Some wives are of 
such a perverse disposition that they have nothing for 
^e poor, and will even grudge if their husbands bestow 
a little of tl» fruits of their labour upon them; but 
virtuous wives do not think that any thing is lost which 
is bestowed in works of charity. They would not wish 
to encourage idl^iess, by extending^ their liberality to 
those impudent beggars who come to their doors when 
they might be earning their livelihood by some useful 
employment; but they are kind tadiose whom they 
know to be really in want> and unable to work, and 
•will bestow as much^ at least, upon them, as some others 
d their «ex bestow upon their own pride and luxury. 

The husband of the virtuous woman has no reason 
to find &u]t with her for her goodness to the poor ; for 
she is serving her fiunily as well as herself by it» and 
bringing down the blessing of God upon her labours, 
which could not be successful without it. They were 
happy women who had the opportunity to minister un* 
to Christ of their substance ; and they enjoy the like 
happiness who take delight in relieving the distresses 
of Uie indigent for Christ's sake. Whatsoever is done 
imto the least of his brethren^ in his name^ he conside]:^ 
as if it were done to himself. 
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* Ver. ft]. She is not afraid of the snow far her homs^ 
hold : for all her household are clothed wkh scarlets 

She deserves not the character of a virtuous woman 
who is not concerned for Uie happiness and codc&fort at 
those who dwell under her roof. Although a virtuous 
wife attends, in the first place^ to the happiness of ber 
husband, as well as her own, and in the next plaee^ to 
the welfare of her diildren ; yet she extends her one 
to her servants also, and interests herself in their pros, 
perity. 

But her kind and feding temper is not the source of 
vexaticm but pleasure. She takes care that every mem- 
ber of her happy family is well fed and well clothed ; 
thetelbre she is not afraid that any of them will be hurt 
by the snows and cold of winter. 

The care of providing clothes for servants does not 
come so mudi within the province of those who keep 
none but hired servants; yet a virtuous woman vnH 
still see to their wel£ure in every article of importance. 

The scarlet clothes that are here q)oken of^ were not 
cosdy and fine ornaments, as they are with us, other- 
wise it cannot be supposed that all her housdiold would 
be clothed with them. Some translators make them to 
signify double garments. Convenience and health are 
studied by the virtuous woman, faat above ornament 
and fashion. 

Ver. 22. She maheth herseif eooeringe ofiapestty, her 
clothing is sUk and pnrpie. 

Although the virtuous woman is liberal to tfacf poor, 
yet she is not impoverished. Some have besn made 
poor by selfi^ness and narrowness ; milKoms have been 
impoverished by pride and profusion ; but mme hane 
been impoverished, and many have been colridied, by 
charity. The virtcraus woman after reaching forth her 
hands to the poor^ has enough remaining to provkk 
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proper and elegant furniture for her house^ and a dress 
for herself suitable to her station. 

There is no part of the character of a virtuous wo* 
man that will please some ladies so much as this part 
of it^ which seems to allow some scope for finery. And 
it is not to be denied^ that ornaments of a decent kind 
may very lawfully be used by those that can afford 
them ; but Isaiah and Zephaniah, Paul and Peter^ tes- 
tify against that vanity of dress which is too much 
coveted by some of the sex. The adorning recom* 
mended to women by the apostles, does not consist in 
gold, and pearls, and costly array, but in modest ap« 
parel, shamefiicednessi sobriety and good works, and a 
meek and quiet iitmd« And Lemuel's mother says no* 
thing inconsistent with this doctrine. Jf the virtuous 
woman has coverings of tapestry for h^* houise, she 
makes, them to herself; if she is clothed with silk (or 
fine linen, as it may be rendered) and purple, she 
earns it by her kbours and good management. She 
does not starve her charity by her finery, nor spend 
upon her &es6 that ^hich might support a poor family ; 
and she does not reiokon herself superior to the duties 
of a wife, nor exempted by wearing silk and purple, 
irom using her spindle and distaff. From all this it 
appears, that the inspired writer allows the use of costly 
array to none but those that can afford it in a fullxx>np 
iiaCency with the duties which they owe to their fami- 
lies, to the poor, and to all men. 
> Ver. ft3. Her Jmthund isJenown m the gates, when he 
uUdh fltmaii^ the eiders of the land. 
. The chitfacter drawn in this paraage it that of a vir^ 
tnous woman, who is in such a station of life that her 
husband has a right to a seat in the gate, anumg the ek 
ders of the land, who meet in that public place to trans* 
act public business, or to decide in causes that are 
brought before them. The wife of such a man may be 
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allowed to wear silk and purple ; btft she is as careFol 
to have her husband, as herself, dressed in a manner 
suitable to their rank. A man that sees him in the 
gate may easily judge that his wife is a rirtuous w^o- 
man. His clothes are decent, though not gaudy ; hia 
looks are cheerful ; and the happiness which he enjoys 
at home appears in his face abroad. 

Women are for the most part jealous of their hti8« 
band's honour, and it lies in their power to procure tbenr 
a great deal of respect ;.for it is a greater honour ta 
have it said that a man has a Tirtuous wife, than to be 
admsred for riches and titles^ Phocion's wife, when 
she was asked about her jewels, said that her husband 
was her jewel ; and a man who is married to a virtii« 
ous wife has Solooum's warrant to say that he is po8« 
sessedof acrown* 

Ver. 24. She mahethjine linen, and seUelh it, and dem 
Uvereth girdles unto ike merchant. 

It is wonderful to* think what industry will acoom* 
plish. We think &at the virtnoua woman has done 
great things, when she has provided her house and her 
fiunily with every conveniency : but besidea aU thisi 
ahe provides fine linen and^ girdles for sale ; and when 
ether women impoverish their husbands by buying, 
she enriches h^ husband by selling those valuable 
oommodides fer which there is a constmt demand. 

It is only modem pride and laziness which has 
introduced the idea, that it is inconsistent wHh the 
dignity of a fine lady to make profit of her own ma* 
nufactures. This virtuous woman, al&ough her hus* 
band sits among the elders, does not think it a dia* 
credit, but an honour to herself, to make fine linen 
and girdles for sale; and the wise wiU praise heron 
account of it 

VtT,fi&, Strength and honour are her clothifigr and she 
shall rejoice in time to come. 
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'* The virtuous woman is dothed with silk and pur« 
pie* ;" but she has much nobler ornaments than any 
thing of that sort. She possesses a greatness of soul, 
an inward vigour and resolution of mind^ which sett 
her above all those little and tormenting fears which 
keep many of her sex in perpetual uneasiness. The 
strength of her mind displays itself in her behaviour, 
and gains her universal esteem from men ; and she 
wears those otnaments which are of great price in the 
sight of God himself. , 

Those ladiesthatweargold and jewels, dazzle the eyes 
and draw the regard of ordinary understandings ; but 
how much brighter are the ornaments of a meek and 
quiet spirit, of strength and honour, which are the con- 
stant dress of the woman of virtue 1 Those that wear 
costly array rejoice for the present, because they think 
themselves the object of all men's admiration ; but they 
are often preparing future sorrow for themselves by 
their extravagance, and their neglect of those accom« 
plishments which would gain them respect in old age. 
The virtuous woman is uot only cheerful at present, but 
she shall rejoice in time to come« It is a pleasure to her 
to reflect on her past conduct, and when she looks for- 
ward, she is not afflicted at the thought of the fading and 
uncertain nature ofall earthly enjoyments ; for, besides 
that she has made all the provision that human wisdom 
can reach against future contingencies, she can place a 
quiet confidence in the providence of God, which will 
not suffer the righteous to be moved. She knows that 
her beauty must wither by old age ; but the regard of 
her husband, and the esteem of others, is founded upon 
other motives that will never perish. 

The virtuous woman is one that fears the Lordt, and 



• Ver. 22. f ^«'- 30. 
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light is sown for sudi persons, and giadness for the 
upright in heart. 

Ver. 26. She apeneth her mouth wUh noisdom, and in 
her tongue is the law of kmineu. 

As a sandy hill is to the feet <^ the aged* so is a wife 
full of words to a quiet man ; but the virtuous woman 
plagues neither her husband nor any other man with her 
talk. She has learned that silence and subjection whidk 
the Apostle Paul recommends to wives. She docs not 
lock up her lips in a sullen silence, but when she speaka 
it is a pleasure to bear hsx, for ^e opens her moath 
with wisdom. Besides her other labours already m&k^ 
tiolied, she rises in the morning, and finds time to read 
the Biye, and other instructive books ; she meditates 
and reflects, and receives instruction from what she 
bears, and prays to the Father of lights ; and so 
she improves daily in knowledge and prudence i and 
when she opens her mouth, she says nothing but 
what is well worthy of being heard. She says nothing 
that savours of levity, or affectation, nothing that is 
vnseasonable, nothing to gain herself the reputation of 
wit. All her words are expressions of that good sense 
which adorns her mind, and that virtue which warms 
ber heart, and regulates her ocmduct 

There are some who gain a character for smartness 
at the expense of their reputaticx). They will 8j)eakthe 
rudest things without provocatiim, and applaud them- 
selves for it, as an evidence of their wit and boldness. 
But the virtuous woman abhors the thought of making 
any person uneasy, but when there is a necessity for re* 
.proving, and even then, she will be as gentle as canpossi** 
bly consist with the efficacy of her admonitions. Kindness 
is painted on her countenance, and flows from her 
tongue ; for it possesses the throne of her heart, and 
gives law to all her words and actions. She is a living ex- 
location of that beautiful description of charity wl^ich 

6 
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the Spirit of G^d gives us by die pen of the Apostle 
Paul ». 

Ver. 27. She hohelh well to the ways of her household, 
and ealeth not the bread of idleness. 

She carefully inspects the behaviour of her maidens 
and children. She is not idle when she is not work« 
ing with her hands, but promoting the welfare of her 
feamXy, by doing the duty of her place as mistress of 
the house ; and her authority cannot fail of being re« 
spected in it, when ishe sets such a noble example o£ 
^jgence before them. 

She will take care that nothing indecent or offen-i 
give stain the honour of her family ; and when she is 
served by the kdxmr of her maidens, she will hot suf« 
fer them to neglect the service of God. 

She will be very careful of the behaviour of her chil« 
dren in their tender years, and will not see them train- 
-ed up in idleness, or indulged in any vanity which 
may afterwards grow up into a vice. Lyings and Sab- 
bath-breaking, and evil speaking, and corrupt commu* 
nication, are banished from every place where hex in« 
fluence extends. 

Hw bread is well earned by her labours ; and there- 
fore she eats it with pleasure and appetite, and derives 
^"om it health and vigour to her body, and cheerfulness 
to her mind. The bread of idleness has a very contra- 
ry effect ; it is eaten without relish, and produces in« 
^igesticHi^ and an innumerable train of lingering dis« 
eases. He that eats it sins against God, who com- 
mands every man to work at his business with quiet- 
ness, »id to eat his own bread. 

Ver. 28. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; 
her husband also, and he praiselh her : (saying,) 

V«r. 29. Many daughters have done virtupusfy, but 
ihou excellest them alL 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 
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Were women to consider their own interest and sa- 
tisfaction, they would all endeavour to be virtuous* 
Every person counts it a great happiness to enjoy the 
esteem of those whom he loves ; and the virtuous woman 
finds herself blessed in the trader affection and high 
esteem of her dear children, fmd her dear^ husband. » 

Her children are constant spectators of her virtue, 
and experience the sweet fruits of it ; and they cannot 
Sotbeax to express their sense of it by pouring out bles- 
sings upon her. A mother deserves die tender i^egard 
of her children, although she cannot lay claim to the 
character of a virtuous woman. Alexander the Great, 
having received a letter from the governor of Macedo- 
nia, complaining of his mother's conduct, was sensible 
of the justice of the complaints, but observed that An- 
tipater did not consider 'that one tear of a mother would 
blot out a thousand such letters. If an imperious mo- 
ther is entitled to respect, how can children express 
sufficient regard to one that is the ornament* to them, 
and a happy instrument in training them up to piety 
and virtue ? If tt^ir tongues were silent in her praise, 
their dress, their cheerfulness, their good behaviour, 
when they follow her precepts and example, would be 
a constant encomium -on her virtues. 

The praises of her husband will be still more delight- 
ful to her ears than those of her children. What earth- 
ly happiness can a good wife desire, like the affection 
and approbation of the guide of her youth ? and this a 
•virtuous woman can scarcely fail of possessing, for what 
heart has so much marble in it, as to be able to resist 
those virtues which every hour appeju" in his oth^ self? 
He cannot refrain from bestowing praise on one whom 
he finds the sweetener of all his calces, his faithful a4« 
yiser in perplexities, his comforter in every distress, 
the instrument of a great part of his earthly felicity ; 
Ms best friend, his unceasing joy, and his bngbtest ~ 
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crown. No wonder if the experience of such goodness 
and happiness makes him eloquent in her praise, and 
draws commendations from his tongue, that must be 
understood in a restricted sense to make them true. 
He prefers her to every other wife that ever lived up« 
on earth ; and he is sincere in doing it, for she ravishes 
his heart by the beauties of her mind and conversation. 
Piety will dispose a man to think meanly of himself, in 
comj^arison with other men, but highly of his wife^ 
when he compares her with other wonven. 

Ver. 30. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; but 
a woman ihatjeareth the Lord she shall be praised. 

Why is not beauty mentioned in tlie character of the 
virtuous woman ? Is not beauty a bright ornament to 
her virtue ? But there is no mention made of it in 
this description, because it is a mean quality in compa* 
rison of those which are here enumerated. It is but a 
flower that fades in a day ; and the love produced by it 
is but a transient passion. When beauty is not sweet- 
ened by virtue, the woman that possesses it is but like 
a sow with a golden jewel in its snout, as Solomon tells 
us. At .the best, beauty cannot secure that love which 
it raises, for when it becomes familiar to the lover, it 
palls upon his sight ; and sometimes tempts him to curse 
that enchanting influence which blinded his eyes to 
more solid qualifications. 

But a woman that fears the Lord, whether she has 
or has not beauty, shall be praised ; for true piety is the 
beauty of the soul, and excels that which lies in com- 
pleaion and features as much as heaven is higher than 
the earth, or eternity longer than time. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom^ 
and the most essential part of the virtuous woman's cha- 
racter. It is this which sanctifies every other part of 
it, and makes her all glorious within. Its praise is not 
of m^n but df God ; fht the pleasant effects of it, which 
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spread themselves into every part of her behayioury 
cannot but excite the admiration of all beholders. 

The flowers of poetry have been exhausted in dres« 
sing out beauty to the greatest advantage; but this one 
verse of Scrijpture is sufficient to give us just notions 
of its real value. It is indeed a lovely qualification 
when it is joined with piety and humility, but without 
them it is a snare and a trap. In choosing a wife, fools 
will follow their fimcy, and the wise will act according to 
reason and the word <^ God. 

Ver. SI. Giwther of the Jruii of her hands, and lei 
hefiown works praise iter in the gales. 

Her children praise her, her husband praises her ; 
and jet every man join to commend her virtues, and to 
hold her up to pubHc view, that she may be imitated 
by all her »ex.. There are multitudes who never fail to 
trumpet abroad the faults of their neighbours ; but it 
would be much better to conspire in spreading abroad 
the virtues of those that are an ornament to human na- 
ture, and models for the behaviour of all their neigh- 
bours. 

She is entitled to honour ; and if no tongue should 
give it to her, the works of charity and wisdom, which 
she is constantly practising, will be a monument to her 
name. She is praised by all the wise that know her, 
and she shall have praise of God on the day when the 
seal shall be set to every character. 
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